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FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 


PROCEEDINGS 


Society  of  the     Army  of  the   Tennessee. 


Raleiuh.  April  14,  ises.  S 

An  iinpromtu  meeting  of  a  number  of  officers  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee  assembled  in  this  room,  was  called  to  order  by 
Major  General  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr. 

He  nominated  Brevet  Brigadier-General  W.  B.  Woods  for  Presi- 
dent of  the  meeting,  which  was  unanimously  concurred  in,  and 
General  Woods  occupied  the  chair. 

It  was  then  movedj  and  voted,  that  Major  L.  M.  Dayton,  Assist- 
ant Adjutant -General,  act. as  Secretary  of  the  meeting. 

By  request  of  the  Chairman,  General  Blair  explained  the  object 
of  the  meeting  to  be  a  temporary  organization,  through  which  the 
initiative  steps  can  be  taken  to  create  an  organization,  consisting  of 
the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  the  object  of  the  asso- 
ciation being,  in  brief,  a  means  of  yearly  meeting  of  its  members, 
as  may  be  deemed  expedient  by  committees  and  the  association. 

General  Blair  then  moved  that  a  committee  of  three  officers  be 
selected  by  the  Chairman,  who  shall  draw  a  plan  of  organization 
of  the  association,  in  view  of  these  objects,  to  be  submitted  to  a 
meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  here- 
after called  by  the  committee.  The  motion  being  seconded,  a  v<ite  " 
was  called  by  the  Chairman,  and  by  him  pronounced  carried. 

The  Chairman  announced — 
Major-Gen  ERA  I.  F.  P.  BI.air,  Jr.,  ITtli  Corjn.-\ 

Major-Geveral  John  A.  Logan,  13t/i     "      V  Couniiitfep. 

BvT.  Major-General  Giles  A.  Smith,  17(1)     "      ) 
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Lieutenant-Colonel  Joel  moved  to  amend  General  Blair's  motion 
to  the  effect  that  the  committee  consist  of  five  officers  instead  of 
three,  and  that  the  Chairman  be  one  of  the  number.  Amendment 
agreed  to,  and  the  motion,  as  then  read,  carried. 

The  Chairman  announced — 
Maj.-Gen.  F.  p.  Blair,  Jr.,  Comtfff.        17tk  Corps.  ' 
Maj.-Gen.J.  a.  Logan,  "  loth      " 

BvT.  Maj.-Gen.  G.A.Smith,     "       Die.  17  th      "  Committee. 

Maj.-Gen.  A.J.  Smith, 
BvT.  Brig.-Gen.  W.  B.  Woods,  15th      " 

Moved  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Joel,  that  the  names  of  the  officers 
of  this  meeting  be  incorporated  in  the  Secretary's  report.     Carried. 

Officers  attending  the  meeting  were: 
Majob-General  F.  p.  Blmr.  Jr.. 

Cenimonding  ntk    Corfs. 
Brevet  Major-General  C.  R.  Woons, 

Commanding  1st  Di^-isioa  loth  Corf  a. 
Brevet  Major -General  Giles  A.  Smith. 

Commanding  Division  171k  Corpi. 
Brigadier-General  B.  F.  Potts, 

Commanding  Brigade  171k  Corfs. 
Brioadier-Gbmeral  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  1st  Diiusion  17tk  Corft. 
Colosel  Willard  Warner. 

Commanding  180th  Okio  Volnntrer  Infantry. 

Formerly  76th  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Major  Logan  Tomkins, 

Aide-de-Camf  Major-deneral  Blair. 

Major  Frederick  Welker, 

1st  Missouri  Light  Artillery. 
Major  J.  C.  Robinson, 

7Sth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Major  L.  M.  Davton, 

Assistant  Adjulant-General  Major-General  Sherman. 
Surgeon-  Jos.  G.  Reeves, 

7Stk  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Captain  P.  Miller, 

16th  Iowa  Volunteers. 
Captain  Chas.  Case, 

6tth  Illinois  Infantry. 
Captain  G.  R.  Steele, 

Aide-de-Camf  General  Blair. 
Captain  E.  H.  Moore, 

Aide-de-Camf  General  Smith.         * 
Captain  J.  D.  Hlnt, 

nth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
Colonel  Geo.  C.  Rogers. 

Veteran  Batteries  Ul»  and  15th  Illinois. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  Hickknlooper, 

Aisislant  Inspector  General,  171k  Corfs. 
Li  KUTEH  ant-Colon  EL  E.  M.  Joel, 

Chief  Quarter -Master  17  Ih  Corps. 
LlEUTENANT-COLONBL    D.    T.    KlRBY, 

nth  Corps, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  J.  Hibletts. 

SSnd  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

LlBUTKNANT-CoLONEL  J.  M.  RuSK, 

S5th  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
Captain  H.  L.  Waddbll, 

SOth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Captain  Wells  H.  Lbggett, 

Aide-de- Camp  and  Engineer. 
Lieutenant  C.  H.  Brushino, 

6Srd  Illinois  Infantry. 
Lieutenant  T.J.  Herbert, 

letb  lo-am  Infantry. 
Lieutenant  R.  M.  Woods, 

6Hh  Illinois  Infantry. 
Lieutenant  Chas.  J.  Farnham, 

t5th  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
Lieutenant  C.  B.  Blancheru, 

25ih  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
Lieutenant  J.  F.  Richards, 

Ulh  Wisconsin  Infantry, 
Lieutenant  A.  W.  Stewart, 

Aide  de-  Camp. 

Lieutenant  H.  O.  Dwight, 

SOth  Ohio  VoUntetr  Infantry. 
Lieutenant  Frank  Critz, 

Aide-de-Camp. 

During  the  registry  of  these  names,  remarks  were  made  by 
Generals  BUir,  Giles  Smith,  and  others,  touching  upon  incidents 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  satisfactory  to  all  present.  The 
meeting  then,  upon  motion  of  General  Giles  Smith,  was  adjourned. 
(Signed)  W.  B.Woods, 
Brevet  Brigadier-Qeneral,  Pre»ident. 
L.  M.  Dayton, 

Major  and  Asiiitant  Adjutant-General,  Secretary. 

Senate  Chamber,  Capitol  Building,  ) 

Raleigh,  April  S5,  1865.  S 

Pursuant  to  a  call  of  the  committee,  as  appointed  at  the  meeting 

of  April  14th,  1S65,  the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 

again  met,  and   were  called  to  order  by    the  President,  Brevet 

Brigadier- General  W.  B.  Woods. 

By  call  of  the  President,  the  Secretary  read  the  records  of  the 
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meeting  of  April  14,  1865,  which,  by  vote  of  the  meeting,  were 
adopted. 

Major-General  Blair,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Organiza- 
tion, then  presented  the  following 

REPORT. 

"The  committee  appointed  to  submit  a  plan  for  the  oi^anization  of  the 
'Association  of  the  Old  Ktmy  of  the  Tennessee,'  have  the  honor  to  Eubmic  for 
the  consideration  of  the  dficere  of  that  Armv,  the  following: 

"  I,  The  Association  shall  be  known  as  'The  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee.'  and  shall  include  everv  officer  who  has  served  with  honor  in  that 

"  Honorary  members  may  be  elected  from  those  who  have  served  with  honor 
and  distinction  in  any  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States. 

•'II.  The  object  of  the  Society  shall  he  to  keep  alive  and  preserve  that 
kindly  and  cordial  feeling  which  has  been  one  of  Ihe  characteristics  of  this 
Army  during  its  career  in  the  service,  and  which  has  given  it  such  harmony  of 
action,  and  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  its  glorious  achievements  in  our 
country's  cause. 

"The  fame  and  glory  of  all  the  officers  belonging  to  this  Army,  who  have 
fallen  either  on  the  field  of  battle  or  in  the  line  of  their  'duty,  shall  be  a  sacred 
trust  to  this  Society,  which  shall  cause  proper  memorials  of  their  services  to  be 
collected  and  preserved,  and  thus  transmit  their  names  with  honor  to  posterity. 

"  The  families  of  all  such  officers,  who  shall  be  in  indigent  circumstances,  will 
have  a  claim  upon  the  generosity  of  the  Society,  and  will  be  relieved  by  the 
voluntary  contributions  of  its  members  whenever  brought  lo  their  attention. 
In  like  manner  the  fame  and  suflering  families  of  those  officers  who  may  here- 
after be  stricken  down  by  death,  shall  be  a  trust  in  the  hands  of  their  survivors. 

"  III.  For  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  these  objects,  the  Society  shall  be 
organized  by  the  annual  election  a(  a  President  and  Vice-Presidents.  The 
Vice-Presidents  to  be  chosen,  one  from  each  Army  Corps  of  the  old  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,  and  a  Corresponding  and  a  Recording  Secretary. 

"  The  Society  shall  meet  once  in  every  year,  and  those  officers  who,  for  any 
cause,  are  unable  to  attend  its  meetings,  will  be  expected  to  wrileto  theCorres. 
ponding  Secretary  of  the  Society,  and  impart  such  information  in  regard  to 
themselves  as  they  may  desire,  and  which  may  be  of  interest  to  their  brother 
officers.  Honoring  the  glorious  achievements  of  our  brothers-in-anms  belong- 
ing to  Other  Armies,  whose  services  have  contributed,  in  an  equal  degree,  in 
the  re -establishment  of  our  Goi'ernment,  and  desiring  to  draw  closer  to  them 
in  the  bonds  of  social  feeling,  the  President,  or  either  of  the  Vice-Presidents 
of  this  Society  shall  be  authorized  to  invite  the  ottendance  of  any  officer  of  the 
United  States  Army  at  any  of  our  annual  meetings." 

On  motion,  without  a  dissenting  vote. 

Resolved,    "That    the    report,    as    made   bv   the  Committee  on 
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Organization,  be  accepted  and  adopted  as  the  Constitution  of  the 
Society." 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers,  and,  on 
motion  of  Major-General  Blair,  the  follo^ving  resolution  was 
adopted  unanimously,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  John  A.  Rawlins,  U.  S.  A., 
Chief  of  Staff  to  the  Lieutenant-General,  in  consideration  of  his 
eminent  services  to  our  country  in  connection  ivith  the  "Army  of 
the  Tennessee,"  and  also  for  his  ability  for  the  position,  be  the 
President  of  this  Society. 

On  motion  of  Major-General  Blair: 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  Vice-Presidents  be  deferred  until 
such  time  as  each  Corps  of  the  Army  shall  nominate  an  officer 
from  their  respective  Corps  for  election,  and  submit  the  same  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Society, 

On  motion  of  Brigadier- General  Stohlbrand: 

Resolved,  That  Major  L.  M.  Dayton,  Assistant  Adjutant- General 
Army  in  the  Field,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  be  the 
Recording  Secretary  of  this  Society, 

On  motion  of  Surgeon  Morgan: 

Resolved.,  That  Surgeon  John  M.  Woodworth,  ist  Illinois  Light 
Artillery,  be  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  this  Society. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Curley: 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Addison  Ware,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  of  Volunteers,  be  the  Treasurer  of  this  Society. 

On  motion  of  Major-General  Logan: 

Resolved.  That  the  present  Chairman,  General  Woods,  continue 
in  the  exercise  of  that  office  until  such  time  as  General  Rawlins 
can  be  notified  of  his  election  as  President  of  this  Society,  and  he 
report  the  pleasure  of  acceptance. 

On  motion  of  Major-General  Logan: 

Resolved.  That  the  present  Chairman,  General  Woods,  is  hereby 
authorized  to  call  meetings  of  the  Society  for  the  transaction  of 
business  or  other  purposes,  at  his  pleasure,  until  such  time  as  the 
President  shall  be  installed  in  his  office. 

On  motion  of  Major-General  Blair  the  Society  adjourned. 
(Signed)        W.  B.Woods. 
Brevet  Brigadier-  General,  President  pro  tern. 
L.  M.  Dayton, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Secretary. 


i.yGoogIe  ^ 


8  (Proceedings  of  the  Society 

CiNcisNATi,  Ohio,  November  I4,  1S66. 
The  members  of  the  Society,  and  Officers  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  assembled  in  Mozart-Hall,  Cincinnati,  at  ti^  o'clock 
A.  M.,  pursuant  to  the  following  call: 

Washinotos,  D.  C,  yuiy  10.  1866. 
Officers  of  Ike  Army  of  the  Tennestee: 

You  are  respectfully  notified  that  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  "  Society 
of  the  Army  of  tlie  Tennessee  "  will  be  held  on  the  14th  of  November,  1866, 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of  perfecting  its  organization,  and  trans- 
action of  such  other  business  as  may  come  before  it,  in  furtherance  of  its  objects, 
which  are  primarily  to  perpetuate  its  history,  and  keep  alive  that  Icin'dly.  cordial 
and  social  feeling,  which  was  one  of  the  characteristics  of  that  Army  during 
its  eventful  career,  and  which  gave  it  such  harmony  of  action  as  contributed, 
in  no  small  degree,  to  its  glorious  achievements  in  our  country's  cause.  Every 
officer  who  has  served  at  any  time  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  with  honor, 
is  entitled  to  membership,  and  is  considered  a  memt>er  of  this  Society,  and,  as 
a  large  amount  of  important  business  is  to  be  transacted  at  this  meeting,  a 
general  and  prompt  attendance  is  desired. 

Gbn-eral  Jons  A.  Rawlins, 

Presideal,  WatkiHglon,  D.  C. 

LIEUTKNANT-COLONKL  L.  M.  DXYTON, 

Secretary,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Which  was  read  by  the  Secretary;  and  the  President  taking  the 
chair,  "The  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee"  proceeded 
in  its  first  annual  meeting.  The  Secretary  announced  from  the 
register  that  a  quorum  was  present,  and,  by  request  of  the  Presi- 
dent, prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  McCarty,  Chaplain  76th  Ohio 
Volunteers, 

The  President  announced  the  Society  as  being  ready  for  the 
transaction  of  business;  the  Secretary  then  read  the  records  of  the 
last  meeting,  and  which,  on  motion,  without  dissent,  vl*ere  accepted. 

On  motion  of  General  Hickenlooper: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  appoint  a  committee  of  three  to 
take  charge  of  the  sale  of  tickets  for  the  Banquet  of  the  Society 
to  be  given  on  the  evening  of  the  15th. 

The  President  appointed  as  such  committee  Colonel  Herbert, 
Colonel  Munson,  and  Major  Safely. 

On  motion  of  General  W.  W.  Belknap: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  appoint  a  committee  of  five  to 
nominate,  for  consideration  of  the  Society,  the  Officers  for  the 
ensiling  year. 
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The  President  appointed  as  the  committee  Major-General  W. 
W.  Belknap,  Brigadier-General  C.  H.  Howard,  Colonels  C.  Cadle, 
M.  C.  Garber,  and  Peckham. 

On  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  appoint  a  committee  of  three  to 
report  on  Amendments  to  the  Constitution,  and  report  By-Laws 
for  the  government  of  the  Society. 

The  President  appointed  Major-General  M.  F.  Force,  Major- 
Gcneral  C.  R.  Wood,  and  Major-General  Giles  A.  Smith. 

There  being  no  more  business  for  the  present  consideration  of 
the  Society,  on  motion  of  Colonel  Parker; 

Resolved,  The  Society  stand  adjourned  until  2^  p.  m.  this  day, 
November  14,  1866. 


The  Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  was  called  to 
order  by  the  President,  Major-General  Rawlins,  who  announced 
it  ready  for  the  transaction  of  business  proper  to  come  before  it, 
A  motion  was  made  by  Colonel  Parker  to  the  effect  that  the 
President  should  instruct  the  committee  appointed  to  report  on 
By-Laws  and  Amendments  to  the  Constitution,  to  also  report  on 
the  justness,  propriety  and  practicability  of  including  in  the  Society 
the  enlisted  men  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  giving  as  reasons 
for  his  motion  that,  while  as  much  honor  was  accorded  the  enlisted 
man  as  the  officer  who  commanded  him,  he  ought  not  be  debarred 
the  privileges  of  our  Society.  Colonel  Fcckham  arose  and  desired 
permission  to  explain,  as  his  understanding  of  the  objects  of  our 
■  Society,  that  it  was  an  Association  of  Officers;  and  while  no  part 
of  the  Constitution  was  drawn  for  the  purpose  of  excluding  any 
class  of  men,  enlisted  men  themselves  would  acknowledge  that 
their  admittance  to  membership  would  make  the  Society  unwieldy. 
.Colonel  Cavender  said  he  coincided  with  the  views  of  Colonel 
Peckham.  Colonel  Parker  asked  permission  to  withdraw  his 
motion;  but  General  Leggett,  arising,  said,  now  that  the  question  of 
admitting  the  enlisted  men  to  membership  in  the  Society  had  been 
brought  before  it,  he  desiied  it  should  be  correctly  set  forth,  and,  as  he 
believed,  every  member  of  the  Society  understood  it.  He  explained 
the  warm  sympathy  and  kindly  feeling  of  the  officers  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee  towards  the  enlisted  men.  He  begged  leave 
to  oppose  the  motion  of  Colonel  Parker,  but  not  with  any  wish  or 
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intcntionofgiving  the  coUl  shoulder  to  the  brave  and  worthy  enlisted 
men.  Discipline  of  service  did  not  allow,  during  the  late  war,  that 
class  or  character  of  association  between  the  oificers  and  the  enlisted 
men  that  the  articles  of  our  Constitution  contemplated  for  the 
members  of  this  Society,  the  officers  of  the  Army  in  the  Field. 
While  we  individually  consider  the  enlisted  man  as  much  entitled 
to  commendation  for  his  services  during  the  war  as  ourselves,  and 
while  we  knew  his  equality  in  civil  life,  the  admitting  him  to 
membership  in  our  Society  was  foreign  to  its  object,  which  contem- 
plated a  reunion  of  fellowships  and  friendships  formed  during  the 
war.  Our  Society  was  formed  before  the  close  of  the  war,  not  in  its 
pomp  and  circumstance,  but  in  the  theatre  of  military  movement  and 
the  sound  of  hostile  guns,  and  was,  therefore,  peculiar;  and  while 
all  would  render  to  the  soldier  who  served  under  us,  all  merit  and 
honor,  and,  if  need  be,  will  assist  any  association  in  his  interest,  he 
also  hoped  the  original  principles  and  intentions  of  the  Society 
would  be  adhered  to.  Colonel  Parker  thanked  the  gentlemen  for 
their  impartial  discussion  of  his  motion,  and  withdrew  It  by  consent 
of  the  President. 

Colonel  Parker  made  the  motion  to  adjourn,  but,  pending  a  vote. 
Colonel  Cavender  said  he  would  like,  as  there  was  plenty  of  time, 
to  have  the  Secretary  read  such  correspondence  as  he  might  have 
from  the  absent  members,  unable  to  attend  our  first  annual  ri 


The  following  letters  we 

Was 

Dear  Gbnbkal: — It  is  with  great  disappointment  that  I  have  to  annaunce, 
at  the  laGt  moment,  my  inability  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  "Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee"  on  the  141)1  inst.  1  find  that  it  will  be  impassible  for 
me  to  be  absent  from  this  city,  for  the  present,  for  so  long  a  time  as  it  would 
take  to  go  to  Cincinnati  and  return.  I  regret  not  being  able  to  attend  the 
first  meeting  of  a  Society  composed  in  whole  of  oificers  of  the  Army  which 
formed  my  first  command  in  the  late  terrible  rebellion,  and  with  which  I  felt 
myself  identified  to  the  end  of  its  service.  When  my  command  was  less  than 
an  "Army,"  it  was  composed  of  troops  which  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee  in  its  organization  into  an  Army.  It  was  the  first  Army  I 
L_j  .,._  .  J   __j   ._  .,.         J  .<..u_  __t _.,.__   :  integral 

though 
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record  the  Anny  of  the  Tennessee  gained  during  the  rebellion.  Ar  an  Army, 
it  never  sustained  a  single  defeat  during  four  j^ears  of  war.  No  officer  was 
ever  assigned  to  the  command  of  that  Army  who  had  afterwards  to  be  relieved 
from  doty,  or  reduced  to  a  less  command.  Such  a  history  is  not  by  accident, 
nor  wholly  due  to  sagacity  in  the  selection  of  commanders.  Again  permit  me 
to  express,  through  you,  to  the  Society  of  the  "Army  of  the  Tenneasee"  my 
deep  regret  at  not  being  able  to  be  with  it  on  the  interesting  occasion  of  its 
first  meeting.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant, 

To  Brevet  Majur-General,  M.  F.  Force. 

Chairman  Cam.  of  Arrangements,  Society  of  Ike  Army  of  tke  Tenn. 


He, 

LlEVTENANT-CoLOSEL,  L.  M.   DaVTON, 

Secretary  Society  of  tie  Army  of  tie  TeHHcssee.—Pm^nt: 
Dear  Colonel  ; — On  the  iglh  of  October  I  had  the  honor  to  accept  an 
invitation  to  be  present  at  Cincinnati  on  the  14th  instant  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing of  your  Society.  At  the  time  I  presumed,  of  course,  that  I  would  be  here 
about  that  time,  but  since  have  received  orders  thut  will  carry  me  far  away 
from  Cincinnati  at  the  time  proposed  for  the  meeting.  It  is,  therefore,  out  of 
my  power  to  fulfill  the  promise,  which  I  assure  you  is  a  great  disappointment 
to  me.  I  approve  most  heartily  of  the  object  and  purposes  of  the  Society,  and 
shall  hope,  at  some  future  time,  to  share  its  pleasures  and  associations.  Time 
is  already  spreading  its  veil  over  those  events  in  which  we  shared,  and  to  us. 
the  survivors,  alone  is  allowed  the  privilege  of  lifling  that  veil  and  revealing 
its  mysteries.  Whilst  memories  last,  we  can  never  forget  the  events  about 
Shiloh,  Vicksburg  and  Jackson;  nor  those  about  Chattanooga.  Atlanta, 
Savannah  and  Raleigh,  in  which  the  old  Army  of  the  Tennessee  bore  so  prom- 
inent a  part ;  and  I  hope  and  trust  the  younger  men,  who  have  longest  to  live, 
will  see  that  those  living  scenes  t>e  transmitted  down  to  the  future  in  colors 
as  bright  as  words  can  portray.  But  of  all  things,  what  pleased  me  best,  was 
the  noble  confidence  and  good  feeling  that  always  prevailed  in  that  Army, 
from  all  its  successive  commanders  down  to  the  last  private;  and  now  that 
war  is  over,  and  peace  supreme,  that  same  confidence  and  good  feeling  remain 
the  same  bright  ornament  to  the  civilian  as  it  was  to  the  soldier. 

Wishing  the  Society  every  success  in  its  most  meritorious  purpose,  that  its 
present  meeting  may  be  a  most  happy  reunion  of  fellow -soldiers  and  friends, 
and  that  many  more  of  the  same  sort  will  follow,  I  am,  as  ever. 
Most  truly,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

Lieutenant-General. 
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tMDONED  Lands.   [- 

\bfr  IS,  1866.  ) 


Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton: 

My  Dear  S:ii: — I  received  your  Itind  Invitation  to  be  present  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  StM:ietj'  of  the  Armv  of  the  Tennessee,  and  also  a  MiEEOuri  paper 
containing  j-our  invitation  to  General  Sherman,  and  his  acceptance.  1  delayed 
a  reply,  hoping  I  might  be  able  to  so  arrange  my  work  as  to  be  present  with 
you  on  the  14th  inst.,  for  it  would  afford  me  intense  gratification  to  meet  the 
old  friends  and  companions-in-anns  again;  but  having  had  my  vacation,  and 
finding  an  accumulation  of  important  matters  that  must  be  attended  to  as 
soon  as  possible,  I  yield  to  a  sense  of  duty,  and  reluclanlly  forego  the  enjoy- 
ment you  and  others  are  sure  to  derive  from  the  reunion. 

Many  and  many  are  the  times  I  have  recalled  our  Western  campaigns  and 
battles,  and  never  without  boasting  of  the  wonderful  bravery  and  endurance 
of  our  army.  In  the  providence  of  God  we  are  already  scattered  over  this 
broad  land,  and  may  nei'er  be  pennitted  to  meet  again  in  one  place.  Yet. 
while  memory  lasts,  and  men  continue  to  honor  noble  deeds,  a  soldier  of  the 
army  that  Grant  and  Sherman  and  McPherson  commanded,  will  be  recognized 
among  our  people.  He  will  need  no  other  badge  ofdistinction  than  the  sim- 
ple fact  that  he  performed  his  part  from  Donelson  to  Cliattanot^a,  from  Dal- 
ton  to  Atlanta,  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah,  and  battled  with  the  enemy  and 
the  swamps  of  the  Caroiinas.  You  will  have  with  you  a  galaxy  of  noble 
names — Logan,  Blair,  Woods,  theMrccS:iiilhs,  Leggett,  Hazen.  Corse,  Force, 
Fuller,  and  a  host  of  otheri, — and  I  know  all  will  join  me  in  a  warm  tribute  of 
gratitude  to  the  bold,  hearty,  indefatigable  volunteer  soldier  who  has  given  us 
all  so  great  distinction,  and  asks  no  other  honor  than  that  he  belonged  to  the 
army  whose  memory  you  cherish  lo-da_i'. 

Say  to  all,  God  grant,  my  fellow -soldiers,  that  we  may  do  his  will  and  work 
out  his  purposes,  as  we  have  been  able  to  do  in  the  past,  and  that  we  may  alt 
one  day  meet  where,  we  believe,  McPherson,  Ransom,  Harker,  and  the  rest 
of  the  Christian  soldiers  now  are. 

Truly  yours, 

0.0.  Howard. 

Major-  General. 


Carbondale,  NoremberS.  1866. 
Colonel  A.   Uickenlooper : 

My  Dear  Sir: — 1  regret  exceedingly  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  attempt 
to  deliver  an  address  l>efore  our  Society,  as  you  desire,  and  they  have  honored 
me  with  an  invitation  to  do  ;  but  the  indescribable  campaign  through  which  I 
have  just  passed,  has  entirely  exhausted  ray  physical  strength,  and  I  shall  be 
forced  in  consequence  to  forego  the  pleasure  it  would  afford  me  under  other 
Will  endeavor  to  attend  the  meeting  as  an  earnest  admirer 
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in   the  cause,  and   sanguine  participant  in  the  hopes  for  the  prosperitv  and 
perpetuity  of  the  Order.  ' 

Tnuting  man  J'  representatii-es  mav  attend,  and  good  feeling  prevail,  I  am, 
Verv  respectfully, 

Washington-,  Nazfabtr  15.  1866. 
To  Genekal  John  A,  Rawuxs, 

President  Society  of  tie  A  rtuy  of  the  "Tenneisee : 
Matters,  over  which   I  had  no  control,  called  me  here,  and  prevents  my 
being  with  jou.     Best  wishes  to  ail  present  of  the  gallant  old  army. 

John  A.  Lugan. 

St.  Louis,  Novrmber  12.  1S6S. 
Brevet  Bkicadier-Genekal  Andrew  Hickenloopeh  : 

Dear  General; — I  regret,  exceedingli-.  tlrnt  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  held 
in  Cincinnati  on  tlie  14th  instant. 

I  am  too  unwell  to  venture  upon  giving  myself  this  gratification,  and  cvtTi 
if  my  health  would  permit,  there  ore  imperative  demands  upon  my  time  which 
would  compel  me  in  the  spirit  of  the  maxims  learned  in  our  glorious  old  army, 
to  yield  my  own  inclinations  to  the  commands  of  duty. 

Vou  can  realize  from  your  own  feelings,  how  much  il  costs  me  to  find  my- 
self dei)arred  from  the  pleasure,  to  which  I  have  so  long  looked  forward,  of 
meeting  my  old  friends  and  comrades-in-arms. 

My  association  with  the  men  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  is  the  proujest 
remembrance  of  my  life.  To  have  shared,  even  in  the  humblest  way,  the  vicis- 
situdes, the  trials  and  the  triumphs  of  that  splendid  organization,  whose 
victorious  career  was  undimmed  by  defeat,  and  whose  achievements  find  no 
parallel  in  all  the  pages  of  history,  is  suflicient  to  gratify  the  pride  of  the  most 
ambitious. 

I  trust  to  you  to  make  excuse  for  my  enforced  absence  to  cur  comrades  and 
friends,  and  present  tothem.if  any  occasion  should  occur  to  make  it  appropriate, 
this  sentiment  on  my  behalf:  "The  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  like  its  first  great 
leader,  who  impressed  it  with  his  own  genius  and  character — constant  under 
discouragement,  invincible  in  battle,  and  noblest  of  all,  magaa>$iiiieiit  in  tIc- 
torv."  The  country  needs  now,  no  less  than  in  the  darkest  hours  of  the  war, 
the  exhibition  of  the  same  lot^y  virtues  by  our  army  and   by  its  exalted  chief. 

With  Toy  best  wishes  for  the  health  and  happiness  of  all,  I  am,  dear  General, 
Your  friend, 

Frank  P.  Blair. 

ViRciMA  City,  Montana  Ty.,  Oriober  1,  1866. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

CinciitHati,  OAio! 
Dkar  Sib  : — I  regret,  exceedingly,  my  inability  to  be  present  at  the  meeting 
of  the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.     I  trust  the  meeting  may  under- 
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htand  the  reasons  of  my  absence,  and  although  not  present,  will  cordinllv 
fivmpathiie  with  the  purposes  and  action  of  those  composing  it.  being  confi- 
dent thev  have  no  political  significance,  neither  as  concerns  the  slrife  at 
home,  nor  with  neighboring  States,  but  to  perpetuate  the  kind  feelings  sir 
universal  in  that  army  in  the  fieltt.  and  the  memory  of  those  who  fell. 
\'ery  truly, 

W,  B.  Hazes, 
Brevet  Major'Geaeral. 

C(m.'nc:l  Bluffs,  Iowa,  A'ovember  2,  ItlGG. 
Major-Geseral  Fobce. 

f  resident  of /ie   Comiatllee  erf  Arramgemenfs.  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

General: — It  has  been,  up  to  to 'day,  my  intention  to  be  present  .it  the 
reunion  of  the  officers  of  the  Army  tif  the  Tennessee,  but  I  find  that  my 
engagenientR  ore  such  that  I  must  forego  that  pleasure.  Though  absent,  in 
heart  I  shall  be  with  you,  and  nothing  could  give  me  more  pleasure  and  satis- 
faction than  to  meet  our  old  Chiefs,  Grant.  Slierman,  Logan  and  Howard. 
and  see  marshaled  with  them  the  heroes  who  have  bo  often  followed  them  to 
victory.  One  also  will  be  missing — the  noble,  brave,  proud,  generous 
McPherson  ;  though  dead,  he  yet  lives  in  the  memory  c^  every  soldier  who 
wrved  with  him,  and  can  never  be  foi^otten.  I  extend  my  warmest  greetings 
to  you  all,  and  am  ready  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  forward  the  objects  of  the 

1  am,  verj-  truly  and  respectfullv  vours, 

G,  M.  Dodge, 
Brevet  Major-Geaeral,  ICtk  A.  C. 

Depaktment  of  the  Interior.      ) 
Washinoton.  D.  C.  November  7,  1866.   \ 
Dear  Hick  :— I  will  come  if  1  can.    Should  I  be  absent  at  "  Roll  Call," 
you  may  believe  it  will  he  because  I  can  not  help  it. 

To  my  old  friends  and  comrades  of  the  glorious  old  Army  of  the  Tennes- 
»ce,  whether  I  am  with  them  or  absent,  my  ftefings  are  single  and  certain.  I 
know  them,  and  many  of  them  know  me.  I  have  been  with  them  in  the  days 
of  trial,  and  I  should  esteem  it  a  privilege  to  be  with  them  in  the  days  of 
remembrance. 

Count  nie  in,  whether  I  be  there  or  not,  and  say  to  them  (if  I  be  not  there), 
that  I  think  the  best  ptirt  of  my  life  is  that  which  covers  the  time  in  which  I 
was  with  them. 

Very  truly  yours, 

JNO.  C.  Cox, 
r^te  Chief  Com.  Sub.  nth  A.  C. 
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Chicago,  III.,  JVavrmbcr  IS.  1S66. 

Dear  General: — I  regret,  exceedingly, that  a  severe  spell  of  Gicknees  will 

prevent  my  being  present  at  the  reunion  of  the  officers  of  ourglorious  old  Armv 

of  the  Tennessee.    This,  I  assure  you,  is  a  great  disappointnient,  as  I  have  long 

promised  myself  the  pleasure  of  being  present  at  the  first  meeting  of  our 

I  sincerely  hope,  like  the  old  army,  it  may  be  a  perfect  success,  and  nothing 
occur  to  mar  tlie  harmony  which  has  ever  characterized  its  meetings. 

I   trust  you   will  see  that   my   name  is  enrolled  as  a  member,  as  I  shall 
ever  cherish  the  associations  and  friendships  formed  in  that  army,  which  has 
carried  its  banners,  without  a  single  defeat,  from  the  Ohio  river  to  the  Gulf, 
and  from  the  broad  Mississippi  to  the  Atlantic  coast. 
Very  rcspecllully. 

Will  E.  Strong. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 


Heaixil'arters  Fort  Dakota.      * 
Sioi^x  Falls,  D.  T.,  Oc/t)6<r  IS,  1S66.  f 
General  Andrew  Hickenlooper, 

Secrriary  ComaiitUt  of  Arrangementf! 
My  Dear  General: — It  would  give  me  the  greatest  pleasure  imaginable 
to  meet  my  old  friends  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  in  Cincinnati,  on  the 
occasion  of  their  reunion,  but  the  circumstances  are  such  that  it  will  be  impos- 
sible for  me  to  be  with  you  in  person,  although  my  heart  will  be  there.  I  hope 
that  the  officers  that  come  together  on  that  occasion  will  not  separate  until  they 
have  placed  our  glorious  Society  on  some  firm  basis,  and  that  these  reunions 
will  take  place  every  year.  A  sociely  tliat  is  bound  together  by  the  blood  of 
our  McPherson,  a  Boomer,  a  Ransom,  and  thousands  of  others,  should  not  be 
allowed  to  die  out*  its  glorious  memories  should  be  preserved  from  generation 
to  generation,  as  an  ei:ample  of  what  an  army  can  do,  when  animated  by  a 
cause  which  is  just  and  right. 

Please  give  my  best  respects  to  my  old  comrades,  and  believe  me. 
Very  truly,  your  sincere  friend, 

KiLBtiRN  Knox. 
Brevet  LieuteHanl- Colonel  U.  S.  A. 
lAitc  Cfiirf  Commissary  of  MHslers,  Army  of  tie  Tennessee. 

Zanesville,  November  13,  ISeS. 
Tie  Secretary  a/  tie  Assotiaiion  0/  tie  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Sir: — Prevented  by  unavoidable  circumstances  from  meeting  with  my  hon- 
ored comrades  of  the  late  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  I  desire,  through  you,  to 
express  my  sentiments. 

It  is  the  glory  of  my  life,  for  a  time  to  have  been  a  member  of  that  illustrious 
force,  that  with  resistless  might,  rebuked  the  torrent  of  rebellion,  and  effect- 
ively said:  "There  shall  thy  proud  waves  be  staid." 
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Though  a  non-combatant  mvself,  I  trust  to  have  contributed  an  humble 
share  to  maintain  the  active  elate  of  the  force,  retit  many  for  additional  achieve- 
ments of  duly  and  tionor,  to  aid  sick  and  wounded  and  emooth  the  pillow  of 
the  dying. 

I  haic  sliared  in  vo'ir  RulTeringB.  permit  me  lo  share  in  your  rejoicings. 
With  vou  I  would  remeraljcr  the  noble  dead,  among  them  my  only  brother, 
and  pledge  mynelf  anew  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  martyrs  of  liberty. 
■  I  desire  to  be  enrolled  still  amoi^  you,  and  pledge,  beforehand,  my  decided, 
hearty  co-operation  in  any  line  of  action  you  may  adopt, 

God  bless  you  all,  from  our  grand  Grant,  to  the  drummer-lK>y ,  not  forgetting 
our  lady  nurses. 

With  high  regard. 

StR<iEON  Jons   G.  F.   IIOLSTON. 

Btfvel  l.leHtennml- Colonel. 
Late  Medical  Director  Department  A  riay  of  the  TrHnessce. 


New  York,  No.  IJ4  Maiden  Lase,  November  IS,  1806. 
Dear  D.wtun: — The  above  notice  inlerests  me  very  much.  Having  served 
in  the  "Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  in  important  positions,  and  finally  as  its 
"Adjutant ■General,"  I  desire  to  connect  myself  with  the  organization  above 
noticed.  Please  enroll  my  name  among  the  list  of  menibert,  and  let  ine  know 
what  the  dues  are  and  I  will  remit. 

You  will  add  to  your  kindness  if  you  will  send  me  some  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  convention.     The  above  notice  is  the  first  I  have  seen,  I  should 
like  very  much  to  visit  Cincinnati,  but  am  prevented  by  business. 
Truly  yours, 

Max  WooDHiLL. 
CuLo.vEL  Dayton. 


Galena,  III.,  October  16.  1866. 
My  Dear  Genbkal: — I  am  glad  to  know  that  there  is  to  be  a  meeting  of 
the  otRcers  and  soldiers  of  the  old  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  at  Cincinnati,  on 
the  14th  proximo.  As  former  Colonel  of  the  12th  Illinois  Infantry,  I  belonged 
lo  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  from  1S61  to  1864.  I  shall  try  to  be  present  at 
that  meeting;  shall  hope  to  meet  a  very  large  number  of  my  former  com  pa  nions- 

The  bringing  together  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  formerly  belonging  to  the 
same  army,  at  such  a  time  as  this,  can  not  fait  to  result  in  good  to  all.  Wish- 
ing you  success, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  Cmetlaik, 
Late  Brei-el  Major-Gcneral  U.  S.  VoluaieeTs. 
Gkkeral  Hickbnlooper, 

Cintinnali,   Ohio. 
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Kaxsas  CiTV,  Mo.,  November  5,  1866. 
Colonel  L.  M,  Daytok, 

Secretary  of  the  ■Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee" 
Comrades: — I've  been  trying  to  arrange  m_v  business  so  as  to  be  present  at 
the  meeting  of  this  honorable  Soeietv,  but  1  find  that  I  must  give  up  the  idea. 
I  am  not  a  member  ofthe  Society,  but  having  served  more  than  three  (3)  years 
in  the  Army  ofthe  Tennessee,  I  think  myself  entitled  to  enrollment  as  a  mem- 
ber, and  so  1  ask  you  to  enroll  my  name,  for  my  proudest  boast  as  a  soldier  is, 
that  I  served  under  Generals  Grant,  McPherson  and  Sherman  in  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Robert  C.  Crowell, 
Late  Major  36ik  Mo.  Vols.,  3rd  Brig..  3rd  Div..  15th  Army  Corfs. 

Chicago,  III.,  November  12, 1866. 
Brothers  of  the  Army  0/  the  Tennessee: 

I  cannot  be  with  you  as  I  have  intended;  but  I  shall  watch  for  the  reports 
of  your  proceedings  with  unfeigned  interest.  I  am  with  you  heart  and  soul  in 
what  you  may  do,  for  I  know  that  my  worthy  companions  will  do  only  what 
1  can  approve. 

May  this  reunion  of  comrades  be  the  precursor  of  many  another  such  in  the 

Yours  ever, 

Wm.  T.  Fhohock, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  A.,  LaU  0/  the  iSth  Illinois. 

OsKALoosA,  Iowa,  Noxember  8,  1366. 
My  Dear  Colokel: — Upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  some  weeks  since,  I 
determined  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  "Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee" at  Cincinnati,  O.,  on  the  14th  inst.,  but  sickness  and  death  in  my 
familj'  have  so  disarranged  my  business  affairs  that  I  shall  be  unable  to  attend, 
but  you  know  my  heart  will  be  with  you. 

Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  remember  me  kindly  to  McCoy,  and  any  other 

of  our  mutual  friends  who  may  chance  to  give  me  a.  passing  thought.     God 

bless  the  "  OfBcers  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  may  they  always  stand 

together  for  right,  justice,  and  liberty !     With  high  regard,  I  remain. 

Truly  your  friend, 

Cyrlb  W.  Fisher. 

Bunker  Hill,  III.,  November  S,  1866. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Secretary,  Cincinnali : 
Dear  General: — Please  express  to  my  friends — 'comrades  in  battle,  par- 
takers of  the  weary  march  and  the  long  watches,   by   whose  courage  and 
endurance  the  battle  has  been  fought  and  the  victory  won  " — my  regret  that  I 
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am  unable  to  meet  with  them  in  your  city.  In  remembering  me  to  them, 
particularize  the  boys  of  the  "  Blue  Arrow  "  generally,  and  our  glorious  old 
Iowa  Brigade  particularly. 

It  will  surprise   Belknap   and   many  others  if  you  inform  them  that  the 
undersigned  is  a  Good  Templar. 

Will  you  be  bo  kind  as  to  forward  me  copies  of  papers  giving  reports  of  the 
meeting? 

May  you  all  enjoy  yourselves;  but  amid  all  your  enjoyment  do  not  forget  to 
drink  hearty  to  the  very  good  health  of  the  absent.     And  believe  me, 
Yours  ever  truly, 

F.  Y.  Hedley, 
Brevel-CaflaiH  U.S.  V..  A.  A.  A.  G.^ind  Brig.,ilk  Div.,  Utk  Carpi, 
and  Recording  Secretary  Blue  Arroif. 


Gbneral  a.  Hickknlooper, 

Secretary,  CinrinHali,  O.: 
Dear  Sir; — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  esteemed  favor  of  the  i^th  inst., 
honoring  me  with  an  invitation  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  "  Society  of  the 
Armv  of  the  TenneBsce."  to  be  held  in  Cincinnati  on  the  14th  proximo.  Whilst 
it  would  aflbrd  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  meet  the  gallant  officers  who  will 
be  assembled  on  that  occasion,  I  regret,  extremely,  that  the  distance  from  my 
station,  the  nature  of  my  duties,  and  other  considerations,  will  not  permit  me 
to  avail  myself  of  your  polite  invitation.  With  my  earnest  wishes  for  the 
success  of  the  meeting,  I  remain,  dear  sir,  with  great  respect. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  G.  Mkadb. 
Major- General,  U.  S.  A. 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  October  1^  1866. 
General  A.  Hickekloopbr. 

Secretary  Committee  of  ArraHgemeitts: 
Dear  Sir: — On  my  return  yesterday  from  a  leave  of  absence,  I  had  the 
honor  to  receive  your  favor  of  the  isth  inst.,  enclosing  a  card  of  admission  to 
the  Banquet  to  be  given  by  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  al  the 
Burnet  House,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  the  15th  November,  proximo,  and  an 
invitation  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Society  on  the  14th. 

It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  avail  myself  of  the  polite  invitation  of 
the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  but  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  for  me  to 
remain  in  Louisville  during  the  month  of  November  to  supervise  the  transfer 
of  the  Department  Headquarters  from  Nashville  to  Louisville.  I  am,  sir, 
very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  H.  Thomas, 
Majer-General,  U.  S.  A. 
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GkNERAL  a.   HlCKENLOOPBR, 

Secretary  Commiltee  of  Arrangements : 
Dear  Sir: — Your  note  of  the  15th  inst,,  inviting  me  to  attend  a  meeting  of 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  TennesBce  on  the  14th  of  November  nent,  is 
just  received,  but  inj-  duties  are  such  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  my  being 
able  to  leave  my  command  at  that  time. 

Please  present  my  thanks  to  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  their  kind 
remembrance  of  me.     I  am,  sir, 

Yours  respectfully, 

P.  H.  Sheridan, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  A. 

E  Potomac,  I 

.,  October  27,  1866.  f 

LiBUTENANT-CoLONHL  L.   M.  DAVTOS, 

Secretary  Society  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  St.  Loais,  Me.: 

My  Dear  Colonel: — I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  letter  of 
October  23,  inviting  me,  in  behalf  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
to  attend  their  social  reunion  at  Cincinnati  on  the  14th  of  Novemtwr.  Nothing 
could  atTord  me  more  pleasure  than  to  meet  my  friends  of  that  noble  old  army, 
and  join  in  their  festivities;  but  I  now  apprehend  that  my  official  duties  will 
prevent  my  doing  so  on  the  14th. 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  your  kind  Invitation. 
Yours  very  truly, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 

No,  194  Broadway,  New  York  City,  October  27, 1866. 
Dear  Sir: — Your  favor  of  the  13rd  has  been  received.     I  will,  if  possible, 
be  present  at  the  reunion,  and  am  very  thankful  to  you  for  the  kind  invitation. 
Yours  truly, 

H.  W,  Slocum. 
Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton. 

E  Lakes,  I 
'S66.  t 

Colonel: — General  Hooker  directs  me  to  acknowledge,  for  him,  receipt  of 
your  kind  invitation,  and  to  say  that  it  will  give  him  great  pleasure  to  be 
pretent  at  your  reunion,  in  case  circumstances  permit  his  absence  from  Detroit- 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  Tompkins, 
First  Lieutenant  Sd  Mo.,  A.  D.  C. 
Lieuten-ant-Colonel  L.  M.  Davton, 

Secretary  Society  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 
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HEADqi'ARTERS  MILITARY  DISTRICT  OF  KENTUCKY,    ) 

LoviBViLLE,  Ky.,  October  SI,  1866.  i 

Dear  Colonel: — Your  kind  invitation  to  attend  the  social  reunion  of  the 
officers  of  the  Ariiiv  of  the  TenneBsee,  at  Cincinnati,  on  the  15th  prox,,  is  just 
received.  I  appreciate,  verv  highlj',  the  invitation,  and  will  not  fail  to  avail 
mvKelf  of  the  opportunit,v  to  meet  so  many  of  m_v  old  antij-  rriendf  and  com- 
rades. Unlets  something,  now  unforeseen,  prevents.  I  shall  be  on  hand. 
I  am,  very  reepecHully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jeff.  C.  Davis, 
Colonel  and  Breret  Major-General. 

Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Secretary,  etc. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  October  26,  1866. 

LlEUTENANT-CoLONEt  L.  M.  DaVTON, 

Secretary  0/  tie  Society  0/  lie  Army  0/ tie  TpHHeaace,  St.  Louh,Mi>.: 
My  Dear  Sir: — I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  invitation  to  attend  the 
reunion  and  banquet  to  be  given  at  Cincinnati,  on  the  14th  and  15th  insts., 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  would 
fi^l  it  a  pleasure  to  attend,  but  owing  to  the  state  of  matters  in  my  department, 
together  with  the  fact  that  I  am  about  moving  my  headquarters,  I  fear  it  will  not 
be  practicable  for  me  to  accept.  I  can.  howe\  er,  thank  you  for  your  courtesy. 
I  am,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant. 

WinfieldT.  Hancock, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  A. 

Detroit,  Norember  7,  1866. 

LlEl'TENANT-CoLONEL  L.  M.  DaYTON,  U.   S.  A., 

Secretary  of  Ike  Society  of  Ike  A  rmy  of  the  TeHnes.'re  : 
My  Dear  Colonel: — I  regret  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  accept 
your  kind  and  complimentary  invitation  to  attend  the  banquet  of  the  Society 
of  the  "Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  to  be  given  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  inst. 
I  hoped,  until  to-day,  so  to  arrange  my  time  as  to  be  able  to  meet,  on  an 
occasion  so  interesting,  the  officers  of  that  glorious  Amiy,  the  record  of  whose 
marches,  battles,  and  victories,  covers  the  whole  duration  of  the  war,  and  almost 
the  entire  territory  of  the  rebellious  States.  Among  the  names  of  its  heroic 
commanders — living  and  dead — are  those  "  of  the  immortal  few,  who  were  not 
born  to  die."  They  are  the  types  and  proofs  of  what  stern  and  gallant  stuff 
that  Anny  was  made  of. 

Among  its  otttcers  1  am  proud  to  claim  a  goodly  number  of  esteemed  personal 
friends;  and  for  all  I  have  a  respect  and  admiration  as  broad  as  the  wide  States 
over  which  we  marched  together,  '■  from  the  mountains  to  the  sea,"  as  parts  of 
Sherman's  grand  and  glorious  Army.  Accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  your 
invitation,  and  believe  me,  with  cordial  regards  and  esteem,  my  dear  Colonel, 
Your  friend  and  obedient  eervant, 

A.  S.  Williams. 
I,ale  Brevel  M<xjor -General of  1'olanteers 
and  of  tie  Army  of  Georgia. 
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Gallipots,  Ohio,  November  IS,  1886. 

LiBVTENANT-CoLOSEL  DaVTON. 

Late  Adjetant-Cirneral,  Ciudnitali,  Ohio: 
My  Dear  Friend  and  Fbllow-Soldieh: — I  fiilly  intended  to  be  in  Cin- 
cinnati at  the  meeting  of  the  Sotiety  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  but  find 
that  1  cannot  poRsibly  arrange  it. 

Will  you  please  have  my  name  recorded  as  a  member,  and,  if  time  will 
permit,  drop  me  a  line.  If  any  assesEraents,  count  me  in,  and  notify  me  at 
Gallipolis,  Ohio. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  Filler, 

Lale  Brevet  LicutemaHl-ColiHiei.  A.  Jg.  M., 
In  charge  of  MilUary  Tfhgrapi. 

Chicago,  III.,  November  IS,  1866. 
CoLON'EL  L.  M.  Davtos, 

Secretary  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  He  TeHKessee: 
Unavoidably  detained,  but  my  heart  is  with  you.     t  wish  the  Society  God- 

JOHS  M.   WOODWORTH. 

Madisom,  Wis.,  November  11.  1866. 
A.  HicKENLoopER,  Esq., 

Cincinnati: 

Sir  ; — Your  favor  of  the  7th  inst.  was  duly  received.  At  ray  father's  request. 
Dr.  Carr,  of  this  place,  telegraphed  you  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Murdoch  was 
too  unwell  to  accept  your  flattering  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Society  of  the  "Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  to  he  held  in  Cincinnati, 

My  father's  devotion  to  the  "cause  of  the  soldier,"  is  too  well  known  to 
require  any  apology,  or  even  expressed  regret  for  his  inabilit_\'  to  be  present  on 
that  very  interesting  occasion,  as  it  must  be  to  any  lover  of  his  country, 

Mr.  Murdoch  is  suffering  from  an  aggravated  state  of  his  chronic  indispo- 
sition, caused  by  his  exertions,  in  his  recent  efforts,  to  aid  "the  good  cause," 

Rest  and  freedom  from  all  excitement  are  declared  to  be  indispensible  to  his 
recovery.  Under  these  circumstances,  any  participation  in  public  demonstra- 
tions would  interfere  with  the  imperative  prescription  of  his  medical  adviser, 
to  forego  all  professional  labors,  for  a  short  time,  at  least. 

He  desires  me  to  express  to  you  his  profound  regard  and  sympathy  for  the 
gallant  "Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  and  his  hope  that  their  future  welfare  may 
be  as  distinguished  as  their  services  and  triumphs  have  been  illustrious. 
Yours  respectfultv, 

Ida  E.  MiRDOLH. 

Merchants'  Exchange,  November  14, 1366.  \ 
To  the  officers  of  "lie  Army  if  the  Tennessee,"  in  Convenliou  in  Cincinnati! 
Gentlemen:— The  CindnnaU  Chamber  of  Commerce  tenders  you  most 
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cordial  greeting,  am 

would  be  honored  bv 

a  visit  from 

vou 

t  the  ■■  Merchants 

Exchange, 

to-inorr 

ow.  the 

Ijth  inst.,  at 

its  regular 

Mssion— eleven  to  half- 

pii!>t  twelve 

o'clock. 

I  have 

the  hon 

Dr  to  be.  mo6t 

respect  fu  III 

jaH 

■i.  etc.. 

\-  A.Gako, 

Seerelary. 

As  these  letters  exhibit  the  kindly  interest  the  writers  feel  in 
the  noble  objects  of  our  Society — though  absent  now,  present  in 
spirit — they  were  listened  to  attentively,  and  warmly  applauded. 

The  committees  on  the  nomination  of  Officers  and  on  Constitu- 
tion and  By-Laws,  not  being  ready  to  report,  there  was  no  further 
business  for  the  action  of  the  Society,  and  Colonel  Parker  renewed 
his  motion  to  adjourn,  and  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  stand  adjourned  over  to  lo  o'clock 
A.  M.,  Movember  15,  but  to  include  a  meeting  this  evening  in  this 
hali  at  7  o'clock,  at  which  the  President  is  to  deliver  an  annual 
address. 

General  B.  D.  Fearing,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Decoration, 
had  the  hall  decorated  in  the  most  elaborate  manner.  The  galleries 
were  decorated  with  Regimental,  Brigade,  Division  and  Corps 
Banners,  interpersed  with  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  The  stage  was 
truly  patriotic  and  inspiring.  The  private  boxes  were  gracefully 
festooned  with  banners,  and  war-stained  and  torn  battle-flags, 
carried  by  these  veteran  troops  on  many  a  hard-fought  field  and 
weary  march. 

On  the  stage  stood  a  tent  with  all  the  appurtenances  of  camp 
life,  and  all  the  paraphernalia  of  war;  guns  and  banners  stacked 
on  the  outside,  with  bugles  and  drums,  camp  fire  and  group  of 
officers,  with  ^pet  12-pounder  Napoleon,  formed  a  military  tableaux 
unequaled  by  any  ever  displayed  in  this  city. 
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Mozart  Hall,  ) 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  7  p.  m.,  IVavember  14.  1306.  | 

The  members  of  the  Society,  and  officers  resident  and  visiting 
the  city  assembled,  were  called  to  order  by  the  President,  who 
introduced  to  the  Society,  General  Noyes,  who,  on  behalf  of  the 
resident  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  welcomed  the 
members  of  the  Society,  at  their  first  annual  reunion,  in  the  fol- 
lowing-manner: 

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 

Mr,  President:  On  behalf  of  the  resident  officers  of  the  old 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  in  the  name  of  all  the  citizens  of  Cin- 
cinnati, I  have  the  great  satisfaction  and  pleasure  of  welcoming  to 
our  city  these  distinguished  soldiers  from  abroad — the  brave  men 
who,  for  four  years  and  more,  upon  a  hundred  battle-fields,  main- 
tained the  integrity,  upheld  the  honor,  and  defended  the  life  of  the 
nation;  the  representatives  of  that  grand  army  of  the  Republic, 
the  history  of  whose  achievements  is  the  story  of  national  preser- 
vation, and  of  the  triumph  of  patriotism  over  rebellion  and  treason. 

There  was  no  essential  difierencc  in  the  heroism,  endurance 
and  devotion  of  the  various  armies  which  engaged  in  the  late  war; 
but  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  its  ser- 
vice, and  from  the  extended  theater  of  its  operations,  attaches  to 
itself,  perhaps,  more  of  romantic  interest  than  any  other.  The 
flash  of  its  arms  and  the  blaze  of  its  banners  have  been  seen  all 
the  way  from  Northern  Missouri  and  the  borders  of  Kansas  down 
the  course  of  the  Father  of  Waters  to  the  heights  of  Vicksburg, 
and  eastward  across  the  broad  land  to  the  sea.  Its  long  trains 
have  wound  their  weary  way  through  the  western  prairies;  its 
fatigue  parties  have  dug  canals  through  cotton  fields  and  forests, 
that  it^  transport  ships  might  fiank  the  guns  of  New  Madrid  and 
Island  10;  it  captured  Fort  Henry  and  closed  in  upon  Donclson, 
compelling  the  surrender  of  15,000  well  armed  troops;  at  Shiluh, 
with  a  persistence  which  only  the  consciousness  of  a  righteous 
cause  could  inspire,  its  unterrified  battalions  withstood  the  shock 
of  superior  numbers,  and  the  terrible  strength  of  well  drilled  and 
highly  disciplined  soldiers;  in  a  series  of  brilliant  engagements, 
commencing  at  Chickasaw  Bayou,  and  ending  with  the  capture  of 
Vicksburg,  it  opened  the  great  river,  and  enabled  the  commerce  of 
the  Northwest  to  go  unvexed  to  the  Gulf;  it  fought  the  battles  of 
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luka  and  Corinth,  and  remained  with  victorious  standards  upon 
the  field,  when  these  bloodv  contests  were  over;  it  scaled  the 
heights  of  Mission  Ridge,  and  it  relieved  a  heleaguered  army  at 
KnoKvillci  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  it  fought  a  continuous  battle 
from  Dalton  down  to  Joncsboro,  prcsshig  a  determined  and  brave 
enemy  slowly  backward  over  blood-red  fields,  and  from  the  sum- 
mits of  parallel  ridges,  crowned  with  batteries  and  bristling  with 
bayonets:  then  it  swung  loose  from  civilization,  taking  its  tines  of 
communication  and  bases  of  supply  along  with  it,  and  inarched 
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cannon,  the  thunder  of  a  storm  that  had  been  gathering  for  some 
time  in  the  South  and  Southeast,  threatening  our  national  existence. 

The  people  of  the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  who  gave  to 
the  country,  with  other  armies,  that  of  the  Tennessee,  consulting 
their  maps,  found  that  the  United  States  of  America  consisted 
then  of  thirty-four  States,  besides  Territories,  and  comprised  all 
that  portion  of  the  Western  Continent  lying. between  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  Oceans,  and  between  the  49th  and  26th  degrees  north 
latitude;  that  the  people  of  eleven  of  these  States,  in  which  slavery 
existed,  comprising  all  that  portion  of  this  vast  extent  of  country 
south  of  Washington,  on  the  Potomac  river,  and  Wheeling,  on  the 
Ohio  river,  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  west- 
ward to  Forts  Donelson  and  Henry,  on  the  Cumberland  and  Ten- 
nessee rivers,  and  to  the  Kentucky  and  Missouri  State-lines  on  the 
Mississippi  river,  had,  some  of  them  already,  denied  allegiance  to 
the  United  States,  refused  obedience  to  its  laws,  organized  State 
governments  in  hostility  to  its  authority,  and  confederated  together 
under  the  name  and  style  of  the  "Confederate  States  of  America," 
to  maintain  their  independence  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the 
people  of  the  others  were  following,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  to  join 
them,  while  iA  the  remaining  or  three  principal  slaveholding  States, 
every  «fibrt  was  made,  by  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  in  the  other 
States,  and  by  some  of  their  own  -most  prominent  and  influential 
men  and  officials,  to  compel  them  to  cast  their  lots  with  those 
already  in,  or  rapidly  going  in,  to  rebellion.  So  successful  were  they 
that  thousands  of  men  were  recruited  for  the  rebel  armies,  large 
amounts  of  supplies  obtained,  and  the  people  so  divided  in  their 
sentiments  of  loyalty  and  disloyalty,  that  throughout  the  long  war 
that  followed,  it  required  quite  as  great  vigilance  to  protect  our 
lines  of  communications  through  these  States,  as  in  the  States  in 
actual  rebellion.  It  was  not  long  either  before  the  people  of  the 
Mississippi  valley  found  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  rivers, 
one  rising  way  up  in  Kentucky,  and  the  others  in  the  mountains 
of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  both  of  them  pouring  their  flood 
of  waters  into  the  Ohio,  closed  to  them  at  Forts  Donelson  and 
Henry,  and  the  Ohio  in  danger  of  being  closed  at  Paducah,  while 
they  were  shut  out  from  the  great  Mississippi  itself,  and  all  its  trib- 
utaries below  Cairo. 

Turning  from  the  map  to  the  flag  of  their  country,  they  found  a 
constellation  of  thirty-four  stars,  each  star  of  equal  brilliancy,  and 
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each  representing  a  State,  equal  in  all  its  rights  to  any  other  State 
in  the  Union  of  States  represented  by  that  constellation.  Then, 
opening  the  Constitution  of  their  country,  and  placing  it  upon  the 
map,  in  the  concentrated  light  of  that  constellation,  they  read: 
"We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  per- 
fect union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquility,  provide  for 
the  common  defense,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the 
blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  otir  posterity,  do  ordain  and 
establish  this  Constitution  for  the  United  States  of  America." 
They  saw  that  it,  and  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  was  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  anything  in  the  Constitution  or  laws  of 
any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  That  new  States  might 
come  into  the  Union,  but  there  was  no  way  provided  for  any 
State  to  go  out.  They  saw  what  the  United  States  could  do.  and 
what  States  could  not  do.  They  saw  the  rights  of  the  general 
Government  clearly  defined,  and  their  interest  as  citizens  in  main- 
taining and  enforcing  these  rights,  and  not  only  did  they  see  that 
it  was  their  interest  to  do  so,  hut  that  it  was  their  duly — a  duty 
enjoined  upon  them  by  the  blood  of  their  revolutionary  sires,  a 
duty,  the  performance  of  which  was  invoked  by  all  the  interest  of 
their  posterity. 

There,  too,  was  the  authority  for  calling  forth  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrection  and  repel  invasions. 
And  in  the  meridian  blaze  of  this  constellation,  with  swelling  hearts 
they  lifted  their  eyes  to  Almighty  God— the  God  of  their  ances- 
tors— and  resolved,  that,  soonerthan  surrender  one  of  these  national 
rights,  bought  by  the  blood  and  secured  by  the  wisdom  of  their 
fathers,  they  would  give  up  life  itself:  that,  as  heretofore,  the  con- 
stellation upon  their  flag  had  lighted  all  the  ways  upon  the  seas  and 
upon  the  land,  by  which  the  nation  had  advanced  to  greatness  and 
power,  so  it  should  continue  to  do  in  the  future;  that  no  hostile  power 
should  remain  upon  any  foot  of  the  soil  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  longer  than  it  was  possible  to  replace  the  flag  there,  and 
that  no  power  should  strilie  from  that  flag  one  of  its  stars  or  dim 
the  luster  of  one.  In  this  resolve  they  rallied  to  the  call  of  the 
nation's  chieftain,  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  the  nation's  defense. 

Cairo,  Illinois,  was  occupied  by  us,  April  23,  1S61.     On  the  iSth 

of  August  following,  General  {then  Brigadier-General)  U.S.Grant 
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i.y  Google 


Of  the  ^rmy  of  ike  Tennessee.  27 

soiiri,  and  on  the  4th  of  September  following,  established  his  head- 
quarters at  Cairo,  Iliinuis. 

From  this  time,  it  may  be  prdperly  said,  commenced  the  growth 
and  organization  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  under  General 

He  was  a  graduate  of  West  Point,  and  had  served  with  distinc- 
tion in  the  actual  command  of  men  in  battle  in  the  Mexican  war, 
and  was  thoroughly  versed  in  the  details  and  practical  workings 
of  the  departmental  and  staff  corps  of  the  army.  His  command 
consisted  of  volunteers,  with  the  exception  of  one  officer.  General 
E.  A.  Paine,  who  also  had  the  advantage  of  a  West  Point  educa- 
tion, but  had  resigned  the  service  soon  after  graduating.  The  men 
and  volunteer  officers  that  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  inspired  solely  by  the  love  of  country  and  a  desire  for 
the  success  of  the  national  arms,  believed  that,  all  things  else  be- 
ing equal,  a  military  education  and  actual  experience  in  the  com- 
mand of  troops,  was  of  advantage  to  their  possessor,  and  as  there 
was  no  one  under  General  Grant  possessing  these  requisites  in  the 
same  degree,  he  stood  without  a  rival.  This,  for  the  country  and 
for  himself,  was  most  fortunate.  A  disposition,  to  the  greatest 
degree,  of  subordination  prevailed  throughout  his  district. 

On  the  5th  of  September  he  learned  that  the  enemy  were  mov- 
ing on  Paducah,  Kentucky,  and  on  the  evening  of  that  day,  with 
a  force  of  two  regiments  and  a  battery  of  artillery,  he  left  Cairo, 
accompanied  by  two  gunboats,  and  the  next  morning,  September 
6th,  took  possession  in  advanceof  the  enemy,  and  secured  to  us  the 
Ohio  river.  General  Grant  returned  to  Cairo,  leaving  General 
Paine  in  command  of  Paducah.  On  the  7th,  General  C.  F.  Smith,  a 
graduate  of  West  Point,  and  commandant  of  cadets  when  Grant 
was  there,  was  placed  in  command  of  Paducah,  with  orders  to 
report  direct  to  General  Fremont. 

In  reconnoissances  toward  Columbus,  Belmont,  and  Charleston, 
and  in  the  erection  of  fortifications  at  Cairo  and  its  dependencies, 
underorders  from  General  Fremont,  General  Grant  kept  the  forces 
under  him  pretty  constantly  employed. 

On  the  i6th  of  October,  in  pursuance  of  a  dispatch  from  General 
Fremont,  he  sent  a  force  toward  Pilot  Knob,  which,  in  conjunction 
with  a  force  from  Ironton,  on  the  21st,  attacked  and  defeated  Jeff. 
Thompson,  at  Fredericktown.  This  was  the  first  affair  dignified 
by  the  name  of  a  battle,  in  which  any  of  the  troops  under  General 
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Grant  had  been  engaged,  and  they  were  welcomed  back  by  their 
comrades-in-arms  as  heroes  indeed. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  Department  Headquarters,  on  the 
4th  of  November  General  Grant  started  a  force,  under  Colonel  R. 
J.  Oglesby,  for  Indian  Ford  on  the  St.  Francis  river,  where  Jeff. 
Thompson  was  said  to  be  reassembling  his  defeated  forces. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  November,  Grant,  with  five  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  some  of  whom  liad  had  arms  issued  to  tiiem 
for  the  first  time — only  two  days  before — a  section  of  artillery,  and 
squadron  of  cavalry,  attacked  the  enemy  in  position  near  Belmont, 
Missouri,  and  in  a  combat,  scarcely  excelled  in  fierceness,  drove 
him  steadily  back  more  than  a  mile  into  and  through  the  open 
space  protected  on  the  land  side  by  fallen  forest  trees,  in  ivhicli 
his  tents  were  pitched,  opposite  Columbus,  capturing  a  six-gun  bat- 
tery, many  prisoners,  and  all  his  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  and 
the  little  band  of  heroes,  much  reduced  from  what  it  was  when  it 
started  in — the  nucleus  around  which  was  to  gather  the  grand  old 
Army  of  the  Tennessee — stood  upon  the  bank  of  the  great  Mis- 
sissippi, and  in  the  triumphant  shout  of  victory,  hushed,  as  it  were, 
the  hoarse  thunders  and  screaming  shells  from  the  guns  of  Colum- 
bus. In  their  first  fight  they  witnessed  the  confusion  consequent 
on  victory.  Orders  were  at  once  issued  for  the  destruction  of  the 
property  and  munitions  of  war  they  could  not  take  with  them,  and 
to-  commence  the  return  march  to  the  transports.  These  orders 
were  but  scarcely  executed,  and  the  head  of  the  column  put  in 
motion,  when  the  enemy  made  his  appearance  between  them  and 
their  boats.  At  this  moment  it  was  communicated  to  General 
Grant  that  we  wore  surrounded.  "Well,"  he  replied,  "we  must 
cut  our  way  out  then,"  and  this  was  the  order  that  passed  along 
the  lines;  and  never  did  men  return  more  bravely  to  the  fight, 
and  a  second  time  they  beat  their  antagonists,  gained  their  trans- 
ports,  and  embarked,  without  serious  hindrance,  under  cover  of  the 
gunboats.  The  Union  loss,  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing  was 
four  hundred  and  eighty-four,  that  of  the  enemy,  according  to  his 
own  historian,  was  six  hundred  and  thirty-two. 

Without  saying  anything  about  the  purposes  of  this  battle,  wheth- 
er wise  or  unwise,  or  its  result  upon  the  then  militarj'  situation, 
there  was  this  fact — the  great  majority  of  men  and  oflicers  engaged 
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where  neither  of  the  belligerents  have  a  disciplined  army,  but 
rely  upon  volunteers  or  conscripts,  nothing  is  gained,  especially  by 
the  one  ^vhich,  from  the  nature  of  things,  would  necessarily  have 
to  take  the  offensive  before  its  objects  could  be  accomplished,  by 
delay  for  the  purpose  of  drilling  and  disciplining  the  men,  for  the 
other  would  very  naturally  use  the  delay  for  the  same  purpose, 
and  at  the  end  of  any  given  time  their  relative  strength  would  be 
the  same.  Hence,  General  Grant  was  alv^ays  ready  whenever 
he  had  what  he  thought  a  sufficient  number  of  men,  without  re- 
gard to  the  number  of  days  they  had  had  arms  in  their  hands,  to 
give  battle. 

On  the  2rst  of  November  General  Grant  received  General 
Halleck's  orders,  assuming  command  of  the  department  of  the 
Missouri,  and  soon  after,  orders  changing  the  name  of  his  command 
to  the  District  of  Cairo,  extending  it  to  include  Paducah  and  leav- 
ing off  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. 

In  January,  1862,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  General  Hallcck, 
General  Grant  moved  a  force  from  Cairo  and  Bird's  Point,  via 
Fort  Jefferson  and  Blandville,  and  one  from  Paducah,  via  Majficld. 
threatening  Columbus  and  the  enemy's  line  between  there  and 
Bowling  Green  as  far  as  Fort  Henry,  with  a  view  to  aiding  some 
movement  General  Buell  was  said  to  be  about  making.  These 
movements  lasted  more  than  a  week,  and  were  very  severe  on  the 
men,  from  the  heavy  fall  of  both  rain  and  snow.  But  they  have 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  while  they  were  thus  engaged  on 
their  end  of  the  line,  on  the  19th  day  of  January,  General  Geo.  H. 
Thomas  was  covering  himself  and  his  command  with  glory  at 
Mill  Springs  on  the  other  end  of  the  line,  and  that  the  information 
brought  back  by  General  C.F.  Smith,  as  to  the  feasibility  of  taking 
Fort  Henry,  induced  General  Grant  and  Admiral  Foote,  on  the 
zStli  of  January,  to  telegraph  General  Hallcck  for  permission  to 
take  and  occupy  it;  to  which  General  Halleck  replied,  January 
30th,  "Make  your  preparations  to  take  and  hold  Fort  Henry.  I 
will  send  you  written  instructions  by  mail." 

In  stating  these  facts  I  do  not  desire  to  be  understood  as  setting 
up  any  special  claim  in  General  Grant,  Admiral  Foote.  or  General 
C.  F.  Smith,  as  originators  of  this  movement,  as  against  any  claim 
any  one  else  may  have  to  that  honor.  In  General  Smith's  report 
of  his  reconnoissance  of  Fort  Henry,  on  the  22d  of  January,  he 
stated  that  he  thought  two  iron-clad  gunboats  would  make  short 
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work  of  it.  Grant,  true  to  his  soldierly  iitRtinctti,  said,  "Well,  if  it 
can  be  taken,  it  should  be  without  delay."  Once  there,  wc  could 
operate  cither  east  or  west.  Admiral  Footc  favored  it  because  he 
could  attack  from  down  stream,  and  if  any  of  his  vessels  should 
become  disabled,  thev  would  be  carried  by  the  current  yro/w  the- 
the  batteries,  not  on  /d  them;  besides  he  could  figlit  to  better  advan- 
tagc  up  stream  tlwn  down. 

On  Saturday  morning,  February  ist,  iS6z,  the  gifted  and  noble 
McPherson,  then  Lieutenant-Colonel  on  General  Hallcck's  staff, 
reported  to  General  Grant  for  duty  as  Chief  Engineer  of  the  ex- 
pedition, bringing  with  him  General  Halleck's  instructions  to 
General  Grant. 

On  the  2nd.  General  Grant  left  Cairo,  and  on  the  6th,  while  the 
land  forces,  {General  McClernand's  Division,  and  Colonel  Cook, 
with  one  brigade  of  General  Smith's  EMvision.)  pushed  forward 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  to  the  rear  of  Fort  Henry,  to  cut  ofl" 
the  retreat  of  the  garrison,  atwl  (General  Smith,  with  the  other 
two  brigades  of  his  Divisiort)  moved  up  the  w^est  side  to  attack 
Fort  Hickman,  tlic  Navy,  under  Admiral  Foote,  attacked  Fort 
Henry,  and  after  a  severe  fight,  of  over  an  hour,  compelled  it» 
nurrcnder.  But  the  garrison,  save  a  company  of  artillerists,  had 
escaped.  Thus,  within  one  week  from  tlie  time  it  was  authorized 
by  General  Halleck,  was  (he  much  vaunted  rebel  line  pierced,  and 
our  gunboats  went  through  to  Florence,  Alabanra. 

At  Fort  Henry  there  was  a  delay  of  ji  few  days  on  account  of 
heavy  rains  and  the  rise  in  the  Tennessee  River.  On  the  nth 
troops  arriving  on  transports  from  below,  were  ordered  to  return 
and  follow  thegimboats  up  the  Cumberland,  landing,  under  their 
cover,  as  close  to  Fort  Donelson  as  practicable;  and  the  troops 
under  General  McClcrnand  moved  out  three  and  four  miles  on 
the  two  roads  leading  to  Fort  Donelson;  and  early  on  the  i3th 
were  in  rapid  motion,  followed  by  three  brigades  of  General  C. 
F.  Smith's  Division,  for  Fort  Donelson.  About  12  M.  they  struck 
the  enemy's  pickets,  two  miles  from  the  Fort.  These  were  rapidly 
driven  in,  and  by  dark  Fort  Donelson  was  closely  invested  from 
a  point  on  Hickman  Creek  on  our  left,  to  well  around  toward 
Dover  on  our  right — McCIernand  holding  (he  right  and  Smith 
the  left. 

r  extended  to  the  right, 
L  battery  of  the  enemy,  com- 
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manding  the  ridge-road  on  which  wc  moved.  The  gunboats  and 
troops  commenced  arriving  in  the  Cumberland,  below  Fort  Don- 
elson,  and  cotnmimicatioii  was  opened  with  then). 

On  the  14th,  General  Lew  Wallace,  with  a  brigade  of  Smith's 
Division,  reported  from  Fort  Henry,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  a  Division  composed  of  the  newly  arrived  troops,  and 
took  position  in  the  centre  of  our  line.  McArthur's  brigade  of 
Smith's  Division  was.  moved  to  the  extreme  right. 

In  the  afternoon  the  navy  attacked  the  river  liatteries,  and  after 
a  most  terrible  conflict  of  over  an  hour  and  a  half,  were  forced  to 
withdraw. 

About  3  A.  M.,  on  the  15th,  General  Grant  received  a  note 
from  Admiral  Foote,  requesting  that  he  come  and  see  him  as  to 
the  disposition  of  his  vessels,  that  they  were  very  much  disabled; 
and  in  response  to  this  note,  at  early  dawn,  he  started  for  the 

He  had  been  gone  but  a  short  time  when  the  enemy,  massing  his 
forces  in  front  of  McClernand,  passed  out  of  his  works,  furiously 
attacked  our  extreme  right,  held  by  McArthur,  rapidly  extending 
his  attack  towards  our  left,  until  the  whole  of  McClcrnand's 
Division  was  a  hot  participant  in  the  furious  combat,  and  for  honrs 
maintained  the  unequal  conflict.  McArthur  was  compelled  to 
give  way.  Oglesby's  brigade  showed  signs  of  wavering,  but 
held  on  until  Cruft's  brigade,  of  Lew  Wallace's  Division,  arrived, 
when,  owing  to  want  of  ammunition  and  severe  losses,  it  passed 
out  of  line  by  regiments,  from  right  to  left,  to  the  rear,  leaving  a 
battery  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  John  A.  Logan's  regiment  was 
the  last  to  leave.  Cruft  became  hotly  engaged,  and  fell  slowly 
back  in  the  direction  of  our  hospitals,  repelling  several  attacks  and 
attacking  the  enemy  in  turn.  Colonel  W.  H.  L.  Wallace  firmly 
held  his  part  of  the  line  for  some  time  after  the  giving  way  of  the 
troops  to  his  right,  but  with  his  flank  exposed  and  his  ammunition 
failing  he  deemed  it  injudicious  to  attempt  to  hold  it  longer,  and 
fell  back  on  the  ridge-road  toward  Lew  Wallace's  position,  for 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  Here  he  met  Thaver's  brigade  of 
Lew  Wallace's  Division,  and  immediately  opened  his  lines  and 
let  it  pass  to  the  front.  Thayer  had  but  got  in  position  when  the 
enemy  made  his  appearance.  He  immediately  opened  fire  upon 
him  with  both  artillery  and  infantry.  The  enemy  responded  but 
feebly,  and  fell  back  toward  his  works.     In  the  mean  time,  word 
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having  been  sent  to  General  Grant,  he  returned  to  the  field,  and 
meeting  General  Smith,  learned  from  hiin,  as  far  as  he  knew,  the 
condition  of  things,  and  at  once  directed  that  he  get  his  command 
in  readiness  to  assault  the  enemy's  works  in  his  front,  while  he 
went  to  the  right  to  see  Generals  McClernand  and  Wallace, 
When  he  reached  there,  the  battle  had  greatly  subBided.  and  the 
indications  were  that  the  enemy  was  withdrawing  to  within  his 
works.  He  informed  Generals  McClernand  and  Wallace  of  the 
orders  to  Smith,  and  for  them  to  be  in  readiness  to  renew  the  bat- 
tle the  moment  he  should  make  his  attack.  General  Grant  returned 
to  the  left  and  foimd  General  Smith  ready  to  move. 

The  place  selected  for  the  attack  was  in  front  of  Lauman's 
brigade.  The  assaulting  column  was  formed  from  that  brigade, 
the  Second  Iowa,  being  most  accessible,  having  the  lead.  This 
regiment,  before  giving  the  word  to  advance.  General  Smith 
formed  into  two  lines  of  five  companies  front,  thirty  paces  apart, 
informed  them  what  they  were  to  do,  took  his  position  between 
the  lines  thus  formed,  moved  forward  to  the  assault,  and  under  a 
terrific  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  carried  the  enemy's  lines  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet,  effected  a  lodgment  in  his  entrenchments, 
and  secured  the  key  to  Fort  Donelson. 

General  Lew  Wallace,  reinforced  by  Morgan  L.  Smith's  brigade 
of  Smith's  Division,  and  supported  on  his  left  by  a  brigade  of 
McClernand's,  found  the  enemy  in  position  near  his  works,  and 
after  a  short  but  spirited  combat,  drove  him  into  them,  leaving 
in  our  possession  the  battle-field,  and  the  guns  captured  in  the 
morning. 

With  the  early  dawn  of  Sunday,  February  i6th,  1862,  came  a 
communication  from  General  Buckner,  through  General  C.  F. 
Smith,  to  General  Grant,  in  these  words: 

"In  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  governing  the  present 
situation  of  affairs  at  this  station,  I  propose,  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  Federal  forces,  the  appointment  of  Com  miss  loners  to 
agree  upon  terms  of  capitulation  of  the  forces  and  Post  under  my 
command,  and  in  that  view  suggest  an  armistice  until  twelve 
o'clock  to-day." 

Reading  it  to  himself,  Grant  handed  it  to  Smith,  who  also  read 
it,  saying  as  he  finished,  "No  terms  with  traitors."  General  Grant, 
without  seeming  to  have  noticed  what  General  Smith  said,  sat 
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"Yours  of  this  date,  proposing  urmistice  and  appointment  of 
Commissioncis  to  settle  terms  of  capitulation,  is  just  received.  No 
terms  except  unconditional  and  immediate  surrender  can  be 
accepted.     I  propose  to  move  immediately  npon  your  works." 

Then,  lifting  his  eyes  to  his  old  commandant,  as  I  fancied  he 
had  done  many  times  before  at  West  Point,  handed  him  what  he 
had  written,  saying  as  he  did  so,  "General,  I  guess  this  will  do." 
At  one  glance  Smith's  soldierly  eye  caught  not  only  Its  words  but 
its  spirit  and  with  an  enthusiasm,  that  a  soldier  in  the  immediate 
promise  of  victory  only  can  feel,  replied,  "It  could  not  be  better." 

It  was  .fent  to  General  Buckner,  and  brought  a  response  from 
him  in  these  words: 

"The  disposition  of  the  forces  under  my  command,  incident  to  an 
nnexpectcd  change  of  commanders,  and  the  overwhelming  force 
under  your  command,  compel  me,  notwithstanding  the  brilliant 
success  of  the  Confederate  arms  yesterday,  to  accept  the  ungenerous 
and  unchivalrous  terms  which  you  propose." 

In  this  surrender  were  fifteen  thou.sand  prisoners  of  war,  sixty- 
one  pieces  of  artillery,  thousands  of  small  arms,  and  an  immense 
amount  of  quartermaster's  property,  and  commissary  and  ordinance 

The  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  the  child  of  heroism,  born  in  battle 
and  baptized  in  blood,  stood  forth  an  cxistant  fact  in  the  country's 
history,  and  U.  S.  Grant,  its  commander,  the  successful  soldier  of 
the  age. 

The  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  no  longer  forced  their  floods, 
like  fugitives,  past  the  guns  of  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson,  north 
to  the  Ohio,  but  bearing  the  banner  of  the  free,  reflecting  its  stars 
and  bright  colors  on  their  swelling  bosoms,  moved  majestically 
onward  to  mingle  their  grand  destiny  with  the  waters  of  the  great 
Mississippi  valley. 

On  the  21st  General  C.  F.  Smith  took  possession  of  Clarksville. 
On  the  J^rd,  at  the  request  of  a  deputation  of  citizens  from  Nash- 
ville, he  directed  one  of  the  gunboats  to  proceed  to  that  place,  to 
prevent,  by  its  presence,  its  destruction,  which  had  been  threatened 
by  the  rear  guard  of  Johnson's  Army,  but  on  the  afternoon  of  that 
day  the  advance  of  General  Buell's  Army  reached  there.  On  the 
34th  General  Smith  received  orders  from  General  Buell  to  move 
his  command  to  Nashville.     Of  this  order,  General  Smith  advised 
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General  Grant,  saying  that  he  could  see  no  reason  for  his  going  to 
Nashville,  but  that  he  would  obey  the  order. 

General  Grant  having  as  yet  received  no  specific  orders  from 
General  Halleck  as  to  the  next  movement,  and  feeling  considerable 
interest  in  the  retention  of  General  Smith  in  his  own  command,  if 
the  interest  of  the  service  did  not  necessitate  otherwise;  besides, 
inferring  from  what  he  had  received  from  Genera!  Halleck,  and 
the  fact  that  Johnson's  Army  was  s.iid  to  be  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Nashville,  that  he  would  probably  be  required  to  co-operate 
with  Buell,  on  the  evening  of  the  26th,  ran  up  to  Nashville  to  see 
and  confer  with  him.  But  save  the  return  of  Smith  to  Clarksville, 
and  information  obtained  from  sources  other  than  General  Btietl  as 
to  the  whereabouts  of  Johnson,  his  trip  was  barren  of  results. 

General  Grant  returned  to  Fort  Donelson  on  the  night  of  the 
Z7th,  and  early  on  the  morning  *of  the  2nd  of  March,  received  orders 
to  move  his  command  up  the  Tennessee  River.  On  the  morning 
of  the  4th  it  was  en  route  for  Metal  Landing,  on  the  Tennessee — 
its  destination — and  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day  Grant  was  again 
at  Fort  Henry. 

The  next  morning,  without  one  previous  word  of  disapprobation 
of  any  of  his  acts,  and  without  any  opportunity  for  explanation — 
when  the  affording  of  such  opportunity  would  not  have  delayed 
the  exDcdition  one  moment — he  received  a  dispatch  from  General 

0  place  Major-General  C.  F.  Smith  in 
in  and  to  remain  himself  at  Fort  Henry, 
^erc  that  his  neglect,  of  repeated  orders, 

1  position  of  his  command,  had  created 
seriously  interfered  with  military  plans; 
•ille,  without  authority,   and  when   his 

was  of  the  utmost  importance,  was  a 
nplaint  at  Washington,  so  much  so  that 
ised  to  arrest  him  on  his  return, 
eived,  on  the  28th  of  February,  an  order 
I  position  of  his  command,  and  was  prc- 
Ls  he  could  get  in  returns  from  his  subor- 
almost  ready  to  forward.  This  was  the 
d.  This  explanation,  as  to  the  neglect  of 
IS  I  have  stated  them,  for  his  going  to 
is'  satisfactory.  Who  was  the  author  of 
o  Nashville  without  authority,  when  his 
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presence  was  so  much  needed  with  his  troops  ?  I  do  not  know  ; 
but,  to  my  mind,  then,  it  w.is  either  a  personal  enemy,  or  one  who 
desired  to  get  rid  of  one  who  had  so  soon  achieved  military  fame. 
Different,  indeed,  was  the  feeling  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
that  shared  with  him  the  glory  of  Donelson,  and  those  two  sol- 
diers, one  of  whom  had  already,  and  the  other  of  whom  has  since, 
by  their  actual  achievements,  so  interwoven  their  names  and  their 
fames  with  the  history  of  their  country,  that  they  will  remain  a 
part  of  it  forever— Generals  C.  F.  Smith  and  W.  T.  Sherman. 
To  show  their  feelings,  I  need  but  state  their  acts.  General 
Sherman  succeeded  General  Grant  in  the  command  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Cairo,  Grant  having  been  assigned  to  the  District  of 
West  Tennessee.  On  the  15th  of  February  he  wrote  to  Gen- 
eral Grant  informing  him  of  his  instructions  from  General  Halleck, 
and  added : 

*■  I  should  like  to  hear  from  you,  and  will  do  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  hurry  forward  to  you  reinforcements  and  supplies,  and 
if  I  could  be  of  service  myself,  would  gladly  come  without  mak- 
ing any  question  of  rank  with  you  or  General  Smith,  whose  com- 
missions are  of  the  same  date." 

On  the  same  day  he  again  wrote  : 

"  I  feel  anxious  about  you,  as  I  know  the  great  facilities  they 
(the  enemy)  have  of  concentration,  by  means  of  the  river  and 
railroads,  but  have  faith  in  you.     Command  mc  in  any  way." 

On  the  morning  of  March  7th  I  met  him  for  the  first  time  at 
his  headquarters  in  Faducah,  and  handed  him  a  return  of  General 
Grant's  forces,  with  the  request  that  he  would  forward  it  per  first 
opportunity  to  General  Halleck.  He  was  busy  in  arming  and 
embarking  his  Division  to  join  the  Tennessee  river  expedition. 
I  had  but  a  few  moments'  conversation  with  him.  In  that  con- 
versation I  asked  him  if  he  knew  what  was  the  real  trouble  with 
General  Grant  at  Department  Headquartelrs,  and  if  so,  I  would 
like  to  know,  if  it  was  proper  for  him  to  tell  me.  He  answered, 
"  No  ; "  then.  In  apparent  hesitancy,  said,  "  I  will  tell  you,"  break- 
ing suddenly  off  with,  "  it  will  he  all  right  with  Grant  in  a  few 
days.  Tell  him  to  give  himself  no  anxiety."  In  parting  with  him, 
I  expressed  to  him  the  many  obligations  I  had  heard  General 
Grant  say  he  was  under  to  him  for  what  he  had  done,  and  the 
interest  he  had  manifested  in  his  success.  He  replied,  "Not  at  all,  not 
at  all,  I  would  do  as  much  for  Grant  as  I  would  for  myself."     Sub- 
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sequent  history  has  vindicated  the  sinccritv  of  this  declaration, 
and  although  it  was  not  the  beginning  of  the  friendship  that  has 
since  existed  between  them,  it  was  one  of  those  not  easily  to  be 
forgotten  heart-expressions  of  svmpatliy  by  one  soldier  for  another, 
over  whom  rested  a  ctoud. 

General  Buckncr,  on  meeting  General  Smith,  on  the  morning 
of  the  surrender  of  Donclson.  congratulated  him  on  the  gallant 
manner  in  which  he  had  stormed  and  carried  the  works  the  night 
before.  "  Yes,"  said  General  Smith,  "it  was  well  done,  considering 
the  smallncss  of  the  force  that  did  it.  N'o  congratulations  are  due 
me,  I  simplv  obeyed  orders."  He  set  up  no  claim  to  honors.  He  . 
knew,  if  self  entered  his  mind  at  all,  that  justice  would  be  done 
him  ;  and  whether  it  was  or  not,  he  knew  that  it  was  the  way  to 
secure  subordination  and  harmony,  and  ensure  the  triumph  of  our 

On  the  14th  of  March,  in  reply  to  a  note  of  General  Grant  of 
the  I  ith,  informing  him  that  General  Hallcck  had  telegraphed  him 
when  certain  troops  arrived,  that  were  to  be  sent  him;  he  wanted 
him  to  take  the  general  direction,  and  adding:  "I  think  it  is 
exceedingly  doubtful  whether  I  shall  accept,  certainly  not  until  the 
object  of  the  expedition  is  accomplished,"  he  wrote,  "  I  wrote  you 
yesterday  to  say  how  glad  I  was  to  find,  from  your  letter  of  the 
nth  inst,,  that  you  were  to  resume  your  old  command,  from  which 
you  were  so  unceremoniously  and  (as  I  think)  improperly  stricken 
down. 

"  I  greatly  fear  your  coming  here  will  be  a  matter  of  necessity, 
in  consequence  of  my  lameness.  I  can  not  mount  a  horse.  In 
jumping  into  a  yawl,  two  davs  ago,  I  miscalculated  the  distance, 
and  the  seat  scraped  my  leg  and  shin  in  a  rude  manner,  and  hurt- 
ing the  bone.  I  hope  for  the  best,  but  it  is  with  great  difficulty 
that  I  can  linip  through  the  cabin  from  one  chair  to  another." 

This  wound  of  General  Smith,  described  by  him  seemingly 
slight,  resulted  in  his  death  on  the  25th  of  April,  1862.  A  truer 
patriot  had  not  lived,  nor  a  better  soldier  been  developed  in  the 
war.  In  the  brightness  of  fame  and  the  promise  of  greatest  use- 
fulness to  his  country,  he  passed  away. 

General  Grant  felt  that  injustice  was  done  him,  but  never  ques- 
tioned the  friendship  of  his  superiors,  and  I  may  here  add,  that 
during  the  whole  of  his  military  career,  of  which  I  am  cognizant. 
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1  never  knew  him  to  betray  a  want  of  confidence  in  those  above 
him,  nor  be  drawn  into  any  controversy  by  one  under  him. 

In  consequence  of  General  Smith's  lameness,  and  the  question 
of  rank  raised  by  General  McCIernand,  Genera!  Grant  resumed 
the  immediate  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  on  the 
31st  of  March. 

On  Sunday  morning,  April  6th,  1862,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
■was  posted  as  follows;  Three  brigades  of  Sherman's  Division  in 
advance,  from  Pittsburg  Landing  toward  Corinth,  at  Shiloh 
Church,  their  right  resting  on  Owl  Creek.  To  Sherman's  left  and 
rear  was  McCIernand.  As  far  toward  Corinth  from  the  Landing 
as  Sherman,  and  some  distance  to  the  left  of  McCIernand,  was 
Prentiss.  To  Prentiss'  left,  and  covering  the  crossing  of  Lick 
Creek,  was  Stuart's  brigade  of  Sherman's  Division.  Less  than  a 
mile  from  the  Landing,  on  the  Hamburg  and  Pittsburg  Landing 
road,  was  Hurlbut,  with  roads  from  his  position  to  Stuart's  and 
to  Prentiss',  and  through  McClemand's  to  Sherman's,  and  on  the 
ridge  to  the  right  of  the  main  road,  leading  out  from  Pittsburg 
Landing,  and  extending  from  near  the  river  to  the  bridge  across 
Snake  Creek,  on  the  Pittsburg  and  Crump's  Landing  Road,  was 
W.  H.  L.Wallace's  (Smith's  old  Division).  At  Crump's  Landing, 
and  thrown  out  on  the  Purdy  road,  and  more  accessible  to  Pitts- 
burg  Landing,  should  it  be  required,  than  if  massed  at  Crump's 
Landing,  was  Lew  Wallace's  Division.  At  Savannah  were  three 
regiments  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  and  Nelson's  Division 
of  Buell's  Army,  which  had  arrived  the  day  before. 

Early  on  this  Sunday  morning  began  the  battle  of  Shiloh  or 
Pittsburg  Landing,  as  you  please  to  call  it.  According  to  our  own 
and  rebel  official  reports,  the  first  shots  were  fired  by  Prentiss' 
advance  pickets  into  the  rebels'  advanced  skirmishers.  Without 
entering  into  detail,  however,  to  show  that  this  battle  was  not,  in 
a  military  sense,  a  surprise  to  us — that  already  having  been  done 
by  one  who  was  in  at  its  beginning,  and  competent' to  judge, Gen- 
eral W.  T.  Sherman — it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  we  did  not  expect 
to  be  attacked  in  force  that  morning,  and  were  surprised  that  we 
were,  but  we  had  sufficient  notice,  before  the  shock  came,  to  be 
under  arms  and  ready  to  meet  it.  There  was  no  capturing  of 
commands  asleep  in  their  camps  that  morning,  or  bayoneting  of 
men  asleep  in  their  tents. 

General  Grant  was  at  Savannah,  where  he  was  to  meet  General 
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Buell,  but  hearing  artillery  firing  in  the  direction  of  Pittsburg- 
Landing,  ordered  General  Nelson  to  march  his  command,  rapidly 
as  possible,  to  the  point. on  the  Tennessee  RJver  opposite  Pitts- 
burg Landing,  and  started  on  his  dispatch-boat  for  the  scene  of 
action.  This  was  about  seven  o'clock.  Passing  Crump's  Landing 
he  ran  close  alongside  the  steamer  on  which  General  Wallace  had 
his  headquarters,  directed  hiin  to  send  out  and  ascertain  if  the 
enemy  might  not  be  making  a  move  on  his  position,  and  to  be  in 
readiness,  if  such  was  not  the  case,  to  move,  on  receipt  of  orders, 
to  Pittsburg  Landing,  General  Wallace  replied  that  reconnois- 
sances  to  his  front  were  already  out,  and  that  he  would  be  in  read- 
iness for  any  orders  that  might  come. 

General  Grant  reached  Pittsburg  Landing  about  eight  o'clock, 
went  immediately  upon  the  field,  and  found  all  of  Sherman's 
Division  at  Shiloh  Church,  and  McClernand's  and  Prentiss'  Divi- 
sions hotly  engaged.  Hurlbut  was  moving  forward  one  brigade 
to  the  support  of  Sherman,  and  two  to  the  left  in  support  of 
Prentiss.  General  W.  H.  L.  Wallace  moved  for\¥ard  two  brigades 
to  the  right  of  Prentiss  and  Hurlbut  to  cover,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, the  space  between  Prentiss  and  McClernand,  and  one  brigade 
to  the  rear  and  left  of  .Hurlbut.  Orders  were  sent  to  Lew 
Wallace  to  move  with  all  dispatch  to  Pittsburg  Landing,  and  also 
orders  hurrying  up  Nelson.        .  • 

By  ten  a.  m.  the  battle  had  become  general  along  our  lines,  and 
most,  if  not'ali,  our  troops  on  the  field  were  engaged.  Each  side 
fought  ivith  a  desperation  seldom  evinced — the  enemy  to  secure 
victory  and  its  fruits  before  help  could  reach  us,  and  we  to  defeat 
the  enemy  in  his  purposes  and  bold  our  own  until  help  came.  All 
day  long  the  battle  la-sted,  and  the  roar  of  artillery  and  roll  of  mus- 
ketry seemed  without  cessation.  The  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  with 
varied  fortune  in  different  parts  of  the  field,  was  driven  back  until 
its  line  of  battle,  late  in  the  afternoon,  stood  at  right  angles  with 
the  river,  covering  the  road  from  Pittsburg  Landing  to  Crump's 
Landing,  From  this  position  our  reserve  artillery  opened  upon 
the  enemy  with  terrific  effect,  the  gunboats  ^vingusa  helping 
hand  :  and  after  several  ineffectual  attempts  to  advance,  the  enemy 
fell  back,  beaten  and  baffled  in  his  designs,  out  of  range  of  our 
guns.  Near  the  close  of  the  fight  three  regiments  of  General 
Nelson's  Division  came  on  the  field,  and  two  went  in  on  the  left 
of  the  line,  firing  a  few  rounds  after  getting  into  position.     Gen- 
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eral  Lew  Wallace  arrived  after  dark..  Had  he  got  upon  the  field 
with'  his  splendid  Division  at  the  time  his  orders  contemplated, 
we  might  have  turned  the, tide  of  battle  ;  ^ve  certainly  would  have 
staid  it  much  earlier  than  we  did,  and  would  have  saved  General 
Prentiss  and  the  four  regiments  of  W.  H.  L.  Wallace's  Division 
with  him,  from  capture. 

In  this  day's  battle  the  enemy's  forces  greatly  exceeded  ours. 
Our  men  fought  with  a  valor  they  never  themselves  excelled. 
They  proved  to  the  nation  and  the  world  that  the  claim  set  up  by 
the  South,  of  Southern  superiority  in  courage  and  endurance,  was 
unfounded.  They  successfully  vindicated  the  manhood  of  the 
soldiers  of  the  Union  in  their  claims,  that,  as  men,  they  were  the 
equals  of  other  men,  but  as  soldiers',  under  the  national  flag,  they 
were  the  superiors  of  any  that  dare  raise  a  hand  against  it.  Gen- 
eral Grant's,  "I  have  not  despaired  of  whipping  them  yet,"  in 
ans'wer  to  General  Buell's  inquiry  as  to  the  preparations,  if  any,  he 
had  made  for  retreat,  was  not  more  characteristic  of  the  man  than 
expressive  of  the  sentiment  of  his  army  in  that  Sunday's  battle. 

During  the  night  the  remainder  of  Nelson's  Division  and  the 
Divisions  of  McCook  and  Crittenden,  of  the  Arny  of  the  Ohio, 
got  on  the  field,  and  took  position  to  the  left  and  in  advance.  Lew 
Wallace  went  in  on  the  right.  The  regiments  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,  at  Savannah,  were  also  brought  up. 

Early  on  Monday  morning  our  whole  line  moved  to  the  attack. 
Nelson  6rst  struck  the  enemy,  and  in  a  short  time  the  fighting 
extended  along  our  entire  front.  It  was  evident,  notwithstanding 
the  fatigue  of  Buell's  men  from  severe  marching,  especially  during 
the  last  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  exhaustion  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  in  Sunday's  fight,  that  if  the  enemy  had  superior  num- 
bers on  Sunday,  the  tables  were  now  turned.  He  was  attacked  and 
driven  from  every  position  where  he  made  a  stand,  or  attempted 
to  make  one,  and  by  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  was  in  rapid 
retreat  for  Corinth. 

Thus,  was  fought  and  won,  by  your  persistent  determination 
and  bravery  on  the  first  day,  aided  by  your  comrades  of  Wallace's 
Division  and  those  from  Savannah,  and  Buell's  heroic  and  valorous 
Army  of  the  Ohio,  on  the  second,  the  first  great  field-fight  of 
the  war. 

The  battle  of  Shiloh,  as  was  afterward  conceded  by  General 
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Hnllcck,  decided  the  fate  of  Corinth  and  the  great  line  of  railroad 
cDinmunication  of  wliich  it  was  the  strategic  point. 

Among  our  loss  was  that  fine  soldier  and  true  gentlemen. 
General  W.  H.  L.  Wallace.  He  fell  in  the  battles  front  and  when 
it  fiercest  raged,  mortally  wounded,  about  four  o'clock  on  Sundav 
afternoon.  He  hud  seen  service,  under  commiiision,  in  the  Mexican 
war,  and  was  among  the  Hrst  to  respond  to  his  country's  call.  He 
had  practical  sense,  cool  courage,  and  great  self-possession,  and 
hv  his  splendid  fighting  at  Donclson,  had  merited  and  won  the 
admiration  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee;  and,  up  to  the  time  of 
his  glorious  but  untimely  death,  no  soldier  bid  fairer  to  rise  to 
higher  eminence.  On  the  same  day  the  enemy  lost  his  command- 
ing General,  A.  S.Johnson,  whose  name  inspired  more  confidence 
among  his  soldiery  than  any  other  of  his  Generals. 

On  the  I2th  of  April  General  Hallcck  arrived  at  Pittsburg 
Landing,  and  on  the  13th  assumed  personal  command  in  the  field. 
On  May  ist,  General  Pope  having  arrived  with  the  Army  of  the 
Mississippi,  the  armies  operating  against  Corinth  stood  divided 
into  right-wing,  center,  left-wing,  and  reserve,  as  follows; 

Major-Generat  Thomas'  Division,  transferred  from  the  Army  of 
the  Ohio  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  four  Divisions  of 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  constituted  the  right-wing.  General 
G.  H.  Thomas,  commanding;  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  the  center. 
General  D.  C.  Buell,  commanding;  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi, 
the  left-wing,  General  John  Pope,  commanding;  and  the  Divisions 
of  Generals  McClcrnand  and  Wallace,  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, the  reserve.  General  John  A.  McClernard,  commanding. 

General  Grant  retained  the  general  command  of  the  District  of 
West  Tennessee,  including  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  reports 
being  made  to  him  as  theretofore,  but  in  the  movement  then 
making,  he  iwas  acting  second  in  command  to  General  Hatleck. 

In  this  order  was,  thenceforth,  prosecuted  the  siege  of  Corinth, 
and  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  tanght,  what  it  subsequently 
found  of  such  great  advantage,  the  art  of  constructing  field 
defenses; 

Friday  morning,  May  30th,  iS6z.  the  siege  of  Corinth  terminated 
in  the  evacuation  of  the  place  by  the  enemy,  and  our  entering  and 
taking  possession. 

June  loth.  General  Grant  was  returned  to  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  his  District  and  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  General 


i.y  Google 


Of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  41 

Thomas,  in  July,  proceeded  with  his  Division  to  rejoin  the  Army 
of  the  Ohio. 

From  Corinth  Wallace's  Division  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
was  pushed  off  to  Bolivar,  Tennessee,  and  soon  after  a  part  of 
it  to  Memphis,  and  thence  to  Arkansas  to  join  General  Curtis; 
McClernand's  went  to  Jackson.  Tennessee,  and  Sherman's  and 
Hurlbut's,  via  La  Grange,  to  Memphis;  Davie's  (W.  H.  L.  Wallace's 
old)  Division  and  McKean's  (Prentiss'  old)  Division  remained  at 
Corinth.  On  the  zist,  with  General  Halleck's  permission  to  make 
Memphis  his  headquarters,  General  Grant  left  Corinth  for  that 
place,  and  reached  there  on  the  afternoon  of  the  24th.  His  reason 
for  selecting  Memphis  was,  that  General  Hallcck  said  he  expected 
he  would  have  to  give  him  the  job  of  taking  Vicksburg. 

July  1  ith,  he  left  Memphis  to  report  to  General  Halteck  in  person 
at  Corinth,  and  July  i6th,  was  assigned  to  the  command  not  only 
of  the  District  of  West  Tennessee,  but  of  alt  the  troops  in  the 
Districts  of  Cairo  and  Mississippi,  and  those  operating  in  Northern 
Mississippi. 

This  included  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi,  under  General 
Rosccrans.  Three  Divisions  of  it  were  soon  after  sent  away,  two  to 
Bucil  and  one  to  Kentucky,  and  the  remaining  two  were  afterward 
merged  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee;  therefore,  in  speaking  of 
any  of  their  achievements  under  General  Grant,  we  shall  speak 
of  them  as  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  We  know  that  none  of 
the  heroes  of  Donelson  and  Shiloh,  or  of  New  Madrid  and  Island 
No.  10.  will  take  exception  to  this,  for  while  the  former  were 
gathering  laurels  on  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee,  the  latter 
were  ^vinning  honors  on  the  Mississippi. 

General  Halleck,  on  giving  up  the  immediate  command  of  the 
troops  in  the  field,  recounted  their  services  and  thanked  them  for 
the  heroic  manner  in  which  they  had  performed  them.  His  mili- 
tary career  in  the  West  was  successful.  When  he  took  command 
of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  there  was  an  enemy  every- 
where, and  the  greatest  lawlessness  and  disorder  prevailed  through- 
out Missouri.  He  soon  restored  comparative  good  order  in  the 
State.  His  troops,  under  Grant,  were  successful  on  the  Tennessee 
and  Cumberland.  Those  under  Curtis  beat  the  enemy  in  South- 
west Missouri,  and  followed  him  into  Arkansas,  coming  out  at 
Helena.  Those  under  Pope  [captured  New  Madrid  and  Island 
No.  10,  and  under  his  own  immediate  command  drove  the  enemy 
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from  Corinth.  And  when  he  was  called  to  the  position  of  General- 
in-Chief  of  the  Armies,  tire  Mississippi  was  open  to  our  Navv  to 
Vicksburg,  and  all  the  territory  north  of  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Railroad  to  Chattanooga,  was  substantially  in  our  pos- 


Impartial  history,  too,  will  find  much  to  commend  in  him  as 
General-in-Chief,  and  will  assign  to  him  no  unimportant  or  unen- 
viable page. 

From  this  time  forward  the  greatest  activity  prevailed  throughout 
General  Grant's  command.  The  cavalry  in  our  front,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Philip  H.  Sheridan  {now  Major-Gencral  Sheridan), 
was  kept  welt  out,  and  came  in  contact  with  that  of  the  enemy 
quite  often,  but  seldom  to  our  disadvantage.  Detachments  of  the 
enemy  sometimes,  evading  Bolivar,  passed  north  of  it,  and  these, 
with  the  local  or  guerilla  companies  of  West  Tennessee,  threatened 
our  line  of  communications  with  Columbus,  but  they  were  gen- 
erally successfully  met  and  driven  oft".  A  large  cavalry  force  of 
the  enemy  threatening  Bolivar  and  the  line  of  railroad  to  Jackson, 
were  met  by  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  a  smalt  cavalry  force  of 
ours  near  Bolivar,  and  repulsed,  August  30th.  A  part  of  this  same 
force  attacked  our  railroad  guards  at  Medon  Station  and  were 
repulsed,  August  31st,  and  the  whole  force  was  badly  beaten  in  the 
battle  of  Britton's  Lane,  September  ist.  September  gth  General 
Hurlbul's  Division  reached  Bolivar  fr<mi  Memphis. 

September  19th,  was  fought  and  won  the  battle  of  luka.  Octo- 
ber 3rd  and  4th,  was  fought  and  won  the  second  great  and  decisive 
battle  of  Corinth.  Among  our  killed  was  General  P.  A.  Hackle- 
man,  one  of  the  ablest  of  our  brigade  commanders.  He  fell  at  the 
head  of  his  command  in  the  first  day's  fight.  General  Rosecrans 
was  in  personal  command  here.  He  was  also  in  immediate  com- 
mand of  that  part  of  the  line  that  did  the  fighting  at  luka.  On 
the  5th  was  fought  and  won  the  battle  of  the  Hatchie.  General  Ord 
commanding  until  he  was  wounded,  when  General  Hurlhut  suc- 
ceeded him.  After  these  reverses  the  enemv  concentrated  his  main 
force  back  of  the  Tallahatchie,  at  Abbeville.  He  kept  some  force 
at  Holly  Springs  and  La  Grange.  Licutenant-General  Pemberton 
superceded  Price  and  Van  Dorn  in  the  command. 

On  the  t6th  of  October  General  Grant's  District  was  constituted 
the  Department  of  the  Tennessee.  On  the  24th  the  troops  under 
his  command  were  designated  the  13th  Army  Corps,  and  General 
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Rosecrans  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Department  and 
Army  of  the  Cimiberland, 

Early  in  November  the  forces  at  Corinth,  Jackson  and  Bolivar, 
save  the  necessarj-  garrisons,  were  concentrated  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Grand  Junction  and  La  Grange.  Frequent  reconnoissances 
were  made  toward  Holly  Springs,  and  several  severe  skirmishes 
took  place  between  our  own  and  the  enemy's  cavalry,  resultmg 
generally  favorable  to  us,  and  on  the  13th  our  cavalry  entered 
Holly  Springs,  Mississippi.  On  the  2Sth  our  whole  force,  save 
railroad  guards,  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Pembcrton  and  the 
Tallahatchie.  Their  movement  was  timed  to  form  ajunction  with 
General  Sherman,  who  was  moving  out  to  the  same  point  from 
Memphis.  The  junction  Was  formed  on  the  afternoon  of  the  30th, 
and  on  the  1st  of  December  General  Grant  had  a  conference  with 
General  Sherman. 

On  the  same  day  the  enemy  commenced  the  abandonment  of  his 
hcavv  fortifications  on  the  Tallahatchie,  and  retreated  on  Grenada. 
His  retreat  was  hastened  by  General  C.  C.  Washburn,  with  a 
force  of  cavalry  from  Helena,  Arkansas,  striking  the  railroad 
and  telegraph  south  of  him.  Our  cavalry  pursued  as  far  as  Coffee- 
ville,  and  had  several  severe  skirmishes,  in  which  we  captured 
several  hundred  prisoners.  The  main  army  crossed  the  Talla- 
hatchie and  moved  forward  to  Oxford  and  some  distance  beyond. 

After  Pemberton  fled  from  the  Tallahatchie,  General  Grant  pro- 
posed, if  he  could  have  the  troops  at  Helena,  to  send  a  force  under 
Sherman,  by  water,  to  attack  and  capture  Vicksburg,  and,  failing 
in  this,  to  secure  Haines' Bluff  and  the  Yazoo  River,  which  was 
thought  could  be  easily  done,  while  he  (Grant)  held  Pemberton 
in  his  front  by  continually  threatening  an  attack.  On  the  7th, 
General  Halleck  directed  the  movement  on  Vicksburg,  by  water, 
to  be  made,  and  on  the  9th,  Sherman,  with  one  Division  of  his 
command,  was  on  his  return  to  Memphis,  and  on  the  21st,  with 
about  thirty  thousand  men,  left  Helena  for  Vicksburg.  In  the 
mean  time.  Grant  pushed  slowly  forward  on  Grenada,  intending 
more  active  movements  when  he  should  hear  that  Sherman  was 
olT.  December  nth,  the  enemy  was  beaten  by  Dodge's  forces, 
under  Sweeny,  at  Tuscumbia.  Mississippi. 

December  jSth,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  was  divided  into  the 
13th,  15th,  i6th,  and  17th  Army  Corps,  commanded  respectively 
by  Generals  McClernand,  Sherman,  Hurlbut  and  McPherson. 
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Raids  were  made  against  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Railroad 
and  considerable  damage  done  to  it.  But  on  the  morning  of  the 
20th  of  December,  Van  Dorn.  with  a  large  force  of  cavalry,  sur- 
prised and  captured  Holly  Springs,  destroyed  several  trains  of 
cars  and  a  large  collection  of  supplies,  on  which  were  dependent 
our  future  operations.  Forrest,  about  the  same  time,  got  upon  the 
road  between  Jackson  and  Columbus,  and  destroyed  it  effectually. 
Van  Dorn  did  very  little  destruction  to  the  road.  He  seemed  more 
desirous  of  getting  off  with  his  plunder  than  anything  else.  The 
garrisons  at  Cold  Water,  Davies'  Mills  and  Middlcburg,  on  the 
line  of  the  road  toward  Jackson,  Tennessee,  repulsed  his  attacks 
most  handsomely.  Forrest  had  pretty  much  his  own  way_  until 
December  31st,  when  he  was  brought  to  battle  at  Parker'.i  Cross- 
roads, defeated  and  driven  cast  of  the  Tennessee  River. 

These  raids  on  our  lines  of  communication,  forced  General  Grant 
to  fall  back.  This  left  Pemberton  free  to  reinforce  Vicksburg 
against  Sherman, 

On  the  29th,  Sherman,  not  having  heard  of  the  misfortune  to 
Grant,  made  a  determined  attack  on  the  enemy's  works  at  Vicks- 
burg,  near  Chickasaw  Bayou,  and  was  severely  repulsed.  Disap- 
pointed, but  not  disheartened,  he  re-embarked  his  men  and  began 
preparations  for  a  movement  on  Arkansas  Post,  on  the  Arkansas 
river.  The  enemy  had  a  force  of  about  five  thousand  there,  and 
were  enabled  to  contest,  with  some  success,  our  use  of  the 
Mississippi. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  186-5,  General  McClernand.  with  orders 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  subject  to  the  direction  of  General 
Grant,  assumed  command  of  the  expedition.  He  made  no  change 
in  General  Sherman's  purpose  of  attacking  Arkansas  Post,  but 
proceeded  at  once  to  carry  it  out,  and  on  the  1  ith,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Navy,  Admiral  Porter  commanding,  attacked,  and  after  a 
.severe  battle,  compelled  the  surrender  of  the  Fort  with  all  its 
armament  and  five  thousand  prisoners. 

General  Grant  fell  back  to  the  line  of  the  Memphis  and  Charles- 
ton Railroad,  which,  under  the  energetic  superintendence  of  Col- 
onel George  G.  Pride,  was  soon  in  complete  nmning  order  from 
La  Grange  to  Memphis.  General  Grant  established  his  head- 
quarters in  Memphis,  Janiiary  10th,  i86_'5.  It  was  determined  now 
to  reinforce  the  Mississippi  river  expedition,  and  turn  cverj-  effort 
to  the  capture  of  \'ick8burg.     McPherson's  corps  was  ordered 
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there.  General  Grant  assumed  the  immediate  command  of  all  the 
■  forces  operating  against  Vicksbtirg,  January  30th,  and  General 
McClernand  assumed  the  immediate  command  of  his  corps.  After 
several  inefTectual  attempts  to  get  below  or  in  rear  of  Vicksburg 
by  canals,  bayous,  and  passes,  in  February  and  March,  it  was 
decided  on  the  29th  of  the  latter  month  to  run  the  Vickshurg  bat- 
teries with  the  gunboats  and  a  sufficient  number  of  transports  for 
ferrjing  purposes,  and  to  march  the  army  around  by  land. 

The  execution  of  this  plan  was  at  once  commenced.  General 
McClernand,  followed  by  McPherson,  moved  via  Smith's  plant- 
ation for  New  Carthage.  On  the  night  of  the  i6th  of  April,  the 
'gunboats,  followed  by  three  transports — "  Henry  Clav,"  manned 
»nd  commanded  by  volunteers  from  the  army;  "  Silver  Wave," 
manned  by  volunteers  and  commanded  by  her  own  captain,  Cap- 
tain McMillan;  and  the  "  Forrest  Queen,"  manned  aud  commanded 
by  her  own  crew  and  captain.  Captain  Conway — under  a  most 
terrible  artillery  fire,  passed  the  Vicksburg  batteries  safely,  save  the 
"  Henry  Clay."  She  got  on  fire  and  burned  up.  On  the  night  of 
ihe  2Znd,  six  more  transports  ran  the  batteries,  and  were  all  more 
or  less  injured.  One  was  a  total  loss,  the  others  were  soon  suffi- 
ciently repaired  for  use.  These  were  alt  manned  and  commanded 
by  volunteers. 

On  the  29th,  the  Navy,  under  Admiral  Porter,  attacked  Grand 
Gulf,  and  after  a  severe  fight  of  five  and  a  half  hours,  found  it 
vould  not  silence  all  the  guns  and  drew  out.  After  a  consultation 
with  Admiral  Porter.  General  Grant  decided  to  run  these  batteries 
and  did  so  that  night  without  damage. 

While  the  Navy  was  engaging  Grand  Gulf,  Sherman  was 
threatening  Vicksburg  from  the  Yazoo.  After  sufficiently  de- 
monstrating, to  accomplish  his  ends,  he  withdrew,  and  took  up 
his  line  of  march  for  Grand  Gulf. 

On  April  30th,  with  McClernand's  Corps  and  two  Divisions  of 
McPherson's,  we  crossed  the  Mississippi  to  Bruinsburg.  There 
\vas  a  good  road  from  there  out  to  the  high  lands,  of  whicli  infor- 
mation had  been  given  the  night  before  by  a  colored  man.  On 
May  ist,  you  fought  and  won  the  battle  of  Port  Gibson,  On  the 
3rd  you  drove  the  enemy,  who  had  evacuated  Grand  Gulf,  across 
the  Big  Black  River  at  Hankinson's  Ferrj-  towards  Vicksburg. 
On  the  8th  Sherman  got  up.  On  the  12th  you  fought  and  won 
the  battle  of  Raymond.     On  the  14th  you  fought  and  won  the 
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battle  of  Jackson,  Mississippi.  On  the  i6lh  you  fought  and  wort 
the  decisive  battle  of  Champion  Hitls.  On  tKc  lyth  vi>u  fought  and 
won  the  battle  of  Big  Black  River,  and  on  the  i8th  you  invested 
V^icksburg  and  opeii«l  communications  via  tlie  Yazoo  and  Mis- 
sissippi rivers  with  the  north.  On  the  19th  and  22nd,  you  assaulted 
the  enemy's  works,  but  were  rcpuUcd  with  heavy  Ions.  Reinforced 
by  three  Divisions  of  the  16th  CorpB  from  Memphis,  General  C. 
C.  Washburn,  commanding,  Herron's  IKvisioii;  of  the  Army  of 
the  Frontier,  and  two  Divisions  of  tlie  9th  Corps,  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  you  completetl  the  investment,  made  a  front  to  the  rear, 
facing  the  threittened  approach  of  Joe  Johniton,  and  patiently  and 
perseveringly  pro  seal  ted  the  seige.  On  the  iSthof  June,  1863, 
General  Ord  relieved  General  McClernand  in  the  command  of  the 
i^'^th  Arm*'  Corps.  On  the  4fh  of  July,  1863,  after  a  siege  of  forty- 
nix  days,  Vicksburg,  with  its  urnianient  and  garrison  of  thirty-one 
thousand  men,  was  surrendered  by  Lieu  tenant-General  Pember- 
ton  to  Major-GencTal  IT-  S.  Grant,  commanding  the  national  forces, 
and  on  thai  day,  the  eighty -seventh  anniversary  of  the  one  011 
which  we  had  taken  our  place  among  the  nations  of  tlie  earth,  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  and  its  comrades  from  other  armies,  true 
to  the  best  hopes  <)f  their  ancestors,  and  unfaltering  in  their  alle- 
giance to  the  Republic,  replaced  the  national  flag  on  the  ramparts 
of  Vicksburg,  never  to  be  hauled  down  again.  On  the  same  day 
(be  enemy  was  defeated  at  Helena,  Arkansas. 

Sherman  at  once  set  out  after  Joe  Johnston,  who,  with  a  large 
force,  had  for  some  time  been  promising  relief  to  the  beleagured  gar- 
rison of  Vicksburg.  He  fell  back  on  Jackson,  Mississippi;  pushed 
so  vigorously  by  Sherman  that  on  the  night  of  the  i6th  of  July  he 
evacuated  the  place,  and  the  capital  of  Mississippi  was  a  second 
time  in  our  hands.  From  Jackson,  Sherman  withdrew  to  the 
west  side  of  the  Big  Black.  The  commander  of  Port  Hudson, 
receiving  information  of  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  on  the  8th,  capitu- 
lated to  General  Banks,  and  the  great  Mississippi  went  unvexed 
to  the  sea.  , 

From  the  time  General  Gr;nit  left  Memphis,  in  January,  to  take 
the  immediate  direction  of  the  operations  against  Vicksburg, 
General  Hurlbut's  command,  and  especially  his  cavalry,  and  the 
forces  under  General  Dodge  at  Corinth,  were  kept  busily  em- 
ployed. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  Colonel  B.  H.  Grierson,  with  about  twu 
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thousand  cavalrv,  started  from  La  Grange,  Tennessee,  to  raid  upon 
the  enemy's  lines  of  comiminications  in  Mississippi,  and  on  the  znd 
of  May  came  out  at  Baton  Rouge.  This  was  among  the  most 
brilliant  cavalrv  raids  made  during  the  war. 

General  Halleck,  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  General 
Grant's  oRicial  report  of  the  campaign  and  capitulation  of  Vicks- 
burg,  wrote  as  follows:  "Your  narrative  of  this  campaign,  like 
the  operations  themselves,  ts  brief,  soldierly,  and  in  every  respect 
creditable  and  satisfactory.  In  boldness  of  plan,  rapidity  of  exe- 
cution, and  brilliancy  of  routes,  these  operations  will  compare 
most  favorably  with  those  of  Napoleon  about  Ulin.  Vou  and 
your  army  have  well  deser*-ed  the  gratitude  of  your  country,  and 
it  will  be  the  boast  of  your  children  that  their  fathers  were  of  the 
heroic  army  which  reopened  the  Mississippi  River." 

The  9th  Army  Corps  returned  to  Kentucky  ;  Herron's  Division 
of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier,  and  the  I3lh  Army  Corps  went  to 
the  Department  of  the  Gulf;  Kimhall's  Division  of  the  i6th 
Corps  went  to  Arkansas,  and  John  E.  Smith's,  of  the  17th.  soon 
followed  as  far  us  Helena. 

Major-Gencral  Frederick  Steele,  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
and  whose  command  also,  save  the  cavalry,  and  some  of  that,  too, 
consisted  mostly  of  troops  of  that  army,  on  the  loth  of  September, 
entered  and  occupied  Little  Rock,  the  capital  of  Arkansas.  Gen- 
eral Sterling  Price,  its  defender,  fled  before  our  pursuing  cavalry. 

On  37th  of  September,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  General 
Halleck,  General  Sherman  left  Vicksburg,  via  Memphis  and  Cor- 
inth, for  Chattanooga,  with  three  Divisions  of  the  igth  Corps, 
leaving  Tuttle's  Division  at  Vicksburg.  and  taking  John  E.  Smith's 
Division,  then  at  Helena,  in  place  of  it.  On  the  loth  of  October, 
General  Grant  also  started  from  Vicksburg,  north,  to  meet  orders, 
and  on  the  iSth  met  the  Secretary  of  War  at  Indianapolis,  and 
proceeded  with  him  to  Louisville,  where,  on  the  same  day,  be  was 
assigned  to  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  and  General 
Sherman  to  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  Gen- 
eral Logan  succeeded  General  Sherman  in  the  command  of  the 
15th  Corps.  General  Grant  assumed  command  in  accordance 
with  his  assignment,  and  proceeded  direct  to  Chattanooga,  reach- 
ing there  on  the  evening  of  the  23rd.  On  the  23rd  of  November, 
after  a  long  and  severe  march  across  the  countiy  from  Memphis. 
General  Sherman,   with  three    Divisions  of  the    15th  Corps  and 
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Jeff.  C.  Davisi'  Division  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberlaod,  was 
eiicampec)  behind  the  hilts  opposite  the  niouthof  the  South  Chic- 
ainauga,  ready,  when  night  caine.  to  secure  the  south  bank  of  the 
Tennessee  River,  and,  on  a  pontoon  bridge,  which  »ras  ready  to 
he  put  down,  cross  over  and  seize  the  north  end  of  Missionary 
Ridge,  while  Osterhaus'  Division  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
was  with  General  Hooker  at  Brown's  Fcrrj-,  ready  to  climb,  with 
one  (if  his  Divisions,  the  almost  perpendicular  front  of  Lookout 
Mountain. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  33rd,  Genera!  G.  H.  Thomas  began  the 
battlcof  Chattiinooga  by  a.ssaulting  and  carrying  Indian  or  Orchard 
Knoll,  and  all  tlio  enemy's  line  of  defenses  un  the  Chattanooga  side 
of  Cisco  Creek.  By  one  p.  m.  of  the  24th,  General  Sherman  held  in 
his  strong  grasp  the  north  end  of  Missionary  Ridge,  and  Oster- 
haus'  Division,  in  conjunction  with  Geary's,  under  Genera]  Hooker. 
paKsc<l  with  an  eagle's  swoop  up  the  steep  front  of  Lookout 
Mountain:  the  enemy,  though  desperately  fighting,  was  unable 
to  .successfully  resist  them  ;  and  in  the  middle  of  the  same  after- 
noon, when  the  clouds  lifted,  thev  waved  the  national  flag  in 
triumph  from  the  Chattanooga  face  of  the  mountain,  and  were 
hailed  with  deafening  slututs  by  their  comrades  in  the  valley 
below,  A  bridge  was  thrown  across  Chattanooga  Creek,  and 
troops  sent  by  General  Thomas,  who,  after  some  fighting,  formed 
a  cimnection  with  thein.  General  Howard's  Corps  moved  in 
between  Thomas'  and  Sherman's,  making  our  line  of  battle  con- 
tinuous from   LiKikout  Mountain — our  right,  to  the  north  end  of 

;ncniy  aband<)ned  Lookout 
on  Missionary  Ridge.  On 
vard  on  the  Rossville  road 
i'  Gap,  and  from  there  fight 
imes  assaulted  the  enemy's 
outer  ones,  b^t  met  with 
the  encmv  to  concentrate 
concentration  necessary  to 
d  turned  toward  Sherman 
1  his  center.  Taking  advan- 
Four  Divisions,  about  four 
ying  the  line  of  rifle-pits  at 
■  a  teirific  artillery  fire,  car- 
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ried  his  line  there  and  decided  the  fate  of  the  day.  The  enemy 
fled,  panic-stricken,  from  the  field,  followed  by  Sheridan  until  two 
o'clock  next  morning. 

On  the  27th,  on  the  heights  of  Ringgold,  Georgia,  his  rearguard 
made  a  stand,  and  a  part  of  Ostcrhaus'  Division  attacked  him, 
but  met  with  severe  repulse.  This  was  the  end  of  the  pursuit, 
but  not  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee's  marching. 

The  9th  Corps,  that  had  come  to  Vicksburg  to  help  it,  and  their 
comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  were  besieged  in  Knoxville. 
With  other  troops  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  immediately 
hastened  to  their  relief.  After  that  relief  was  afforded  it  returned 
to  the  neighborhood  of  Scottsville  and  Huntsville,  Alabama. 

In  February,  General  Sherman,  with  a  large  force  under 
McPhcrson  and  Hurlbut,  moved  from  Vicksburg  to  Meridian  and 
destroyed  nearly  two  hundred  miles  of  the  important  railroads, 
of  which  it  is  the  center.  This  was  done  with  a  view  of  shutting 
the  enemy  off  from  railroad  communication  with  the  Mississippi, 
and  of  crippling  him  in  the  next  spring's  campaign  to  be  made 
from  Chattanooga.  Had  General  W.S.  Smith,  with  a  force  of 
seven  thousand  cavalry,  from  near  Memphis,  Tennessee,  joined 
our  forces  at  Meridian,  as  he  was  ordered  to  do,  the  enemy  would 
have  suffered  much  greater  damage,  but  this  officer,  on  reaching 
West  Point,  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  finding  the 
enemy  in  force  hack  of  a  stream  that  could  only  be  crossed  at  that 
time  by  bridges,  took  up  his  hne  of  retreat  on  Memphis. 

Sherman  returned  to  Vicksburg.  From  there  he  sent  about 
ten  thousand  men,  under  General  A.  J.  Smith,  to  aid  General 
Banks  in  the  Red  river  expedition,  and  all  other  forces  that  could 
be  spared  from  the  Mississippi  were  concentrated  with  their 
comrades  in  the  vicinity  of  Hnntsville,  Alabama. 

On  the  loth  of  March  General  Grant  was  appointed  Lieuten- 
ant-General,  and  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States.  General  Sherman  was  made  Major-General  in  the 
U.  S.  Army,  and  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Military 
Division  of  the  Mississippi,  and  General  McPhcrson  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  General  Frank  P.  Blair,  Jr., 
succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  17th  Corps. 

With  the  Armies  of  the  Cumberland  and  Ohio  you  commenced, 
on  the  7th  of  May,  1864,  the  campaign  of  Atlanta,  and  by  severe 
fighting  and  a  series  of  strategic  movements,  unexcelled  in  their 
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masterly  conception  and  execution,  forced  the  enemy,  with  heavy 
loss  in  men  and  war  material,  to  abandon  all  his  great  natural 
positions,  strengthened,  too,  by  his  labors  on  mountains,  in  gorges 
and  on  rivers,  from  Dalton  to  the  Atlanta  side  of  the  Chatta- 
hoochic,  which  latter  place  you  occupied  July  loth.  Your  terrible 
and  bloody  repulse  of  the  enemy  at  Dallas,  May  28th,  and  your 
splendid,  though  unsuccessful,  assault  on  Kcnesaw  Mountain, 
June  27th,  attests  the  severity  of  your  fighting. 

The  enemy  now  changed  Johnston  for  Hood,  and  with  this 
change  came  a  change  of  tactics.  Advancing  from  the  Chatta- 
hoochie  on  Atlanta,  on  the  21st  you  had  severe  but  successful 
fighting. 

On  the  zznd  you  held  the  left  of  our  line.     About  noon  Hood 
threw  the  main  strength  of  his  army  against  it.     General  McPher- 
son,  passing  from  Sherman,  with  whom  he  was  in  consultation 
when  the  attack  began,  to  the  front,  rode  upon  the  enemy's  advance. 
They  called  out  to  him  to  "surrender,"  but,  as  McFherson  and  the 
army  he  commanded  only  knew  the  word  as  addressed  to  a  foe,  he 
answered  with  a  soldier's  salutation,  and  wheeled  his  horse  toward 
his  old  comrades.     One  sharp  rattle  of  musketry,  and  the  noble 
Mcpherson  was  gathered  to  his  fathers.     General  John  A.Logan, 
when  the  battle's  breath  was  hottest,  assumed  commami,  and  the 
words,  "McPherson  anil  revenge"  was  the  battle-crj-  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee.     The  advantages  of  the  battle,  at  times,  seemed 
to  be  with  the  enemy,  hut  the  old  army  fought  with  all  its  accus- 
tomed bravery,  and  apparently  with  more  than  its  usual  determina- 
tion.   When  night  came  the  enemy,  repulsed  at  all  points,  retired  to 
within  his  works,  leaving  the  battle-field  and  the  dead  and  wounded 
'     ■'  ■*  battle  there  were,  perhaps,  more  indi- 
>played,  than  in  any  other  in  which  the 
^as  engaged  during  the  war. 
>.  O.  Howard  was  assigned  to  the  com- 
Tcnncssec.    He  was  a  graduate  of  West 
inction  in  the  war.     He  was  a  christian 
lent  man,  and  was  frequently,  and  not 
Havelock  of  the  army. 
the  Bell's  Ferry  road,  you  were  attacked 
tree,  and  after  a  se\ere  battle  of  nearly 
as  several  times  repulsed  with  great  loss, 
field,  leaving  the  dead  and  wounded  in 
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yoiir  hantts.  On  the  Jist  of  Aiigiist,  near  Jonesboro,  the  enemy 
again  attacked  yoii,  but  met  with  his  usual  fate — a  bloody  repulse. 

On  the  morning  of  September  2nd  Atlanta  was  in  the  possession 
of  Sherman's  army,  and  as  his  telegram,  "So  Atlanta  is  ours  and 
fairly  won,"  flashed  North,  it  revived  the  hopes  of  the  despondent 
and  sent  a  thrill  of  joy  through  the  national  heart.  On  the  ist  of 
October  Hood  started  on  his  Northern  invasion,  and  on  the  5th 
attacked  Allatoona  Pass,  defended  by  General  Corse,  with  two 
thousand  men  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  He  made  several 
desperate  assaults  during  the  day,  but  was  every  time  beaten  back 
with  dreadful  slaughter,  and  when  night  came,  beaten  at  every 
point,  he  withdrew  toward  Dallas.  In  the  old  army's  record  of 
victories  there  is  no  brighter  one  than  that  of  Allatoona.  On  the 
29th  of  October  you  lost  the  young,  gifted  and  gallant  Ransom, 
near  Rome.  He  died  of  disease,  and  not  in  the  battle's  storm, 
where  his  chivalric  soul  loved  to  be. 

General  Sherman  having  decided  upon  his  ever  memorable 
'•  March  to  the  Sea,"  sent  General  Thomas  back  to  Nashville,  with 
what  he  thought  sufficient  force  to  beat  Hood,  should  he  continue 
Northward,  and  concentrated  the  remainder  of  his  forces,  includ- 
ing the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  at  Atlanta.  On  the  14th  of 
November  they  took  up  the  line  of  their  march,  and  on  the  13th 
of  December  Hazen's  Division  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
assaulted  and  carried  Fort  McAllister,  on  the  Ogechee  river,  and 
established  communication  with  the  sea  and  our  supplies.  Thus, 
by  your  valor,  one  more  river  went  undisturbed  by  the  rebel  morn- 
ing or  evening  guns  to  the  sea.  On  the  2ist  Sherman  entered 
Savannah.  Hardee,  with  its  garrison,  retreating  across  the  Savan- 
nah river  northward. 

What  were  your  comrades,  under  A.  J.  Smith,  doing  all  this 
while,  and  those  that  remained  on  the  Mississippi?  Where  was 
the  old  13th  Corps? 

General  A.J.  Smith,  on  his  way  to  join  General  Banks,  assaulted 
and  captured  Fort  De  Russey,  on  Red  river,  on  the  14th  of  March, 
and  on  the  i8th  entered  Alexandria,  where,  a  few  days  after, 
General  Banks  arrived  with  his  main  army,  consisting  of  the  19th 
Corps  and  the  old  13th  Corps.  In  this  unfortunate  campaign  the 
representatives  of  the  old  Army  of  the  Tennessee  maintained 
their  high  reputation  for  courage,  for  patience  and  endurance;  and 
in  their  devotedncss  to  the  navy  when  in  its  greatest  distress  and 
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their  labors  to  extricate  it,  when,  by  the  falhng  of  the  water,  it  was 
about  being  entrapped  in  the  Red  river,  proved  that  they  could 
never  forget  those  with  whom,  in  common,  they  had  braved  the 
dangers  of  battle  and  shared  the  honors  of  victory.  General  A.  J. 
Smith,  with  his  command,  returned  to  Memphis,  reaching  there 
just  after  the  defeat  of  General  Strugis,  near  Guntown,  Mississippi, 
June  loth,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  try  his  hand  against  the  same 
force,  and  met  and  defeated  it  July  14th,  near  Tupelo,  Mississippi. 
Returning  again  to  Memphis,  he  proceeded  to  Missouri  and  aided  in 
driving  Price  out  of  that  State.  From  Missouri  he  repaired  with 
his  command  to  Nashville  and  join^  Major-Generai  Thomas.  In 
the  battle  of  Nashville,  December  15th,  he  bore  a  conspicuous  and 
glorious  part,  and  participated  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemv. 

To  co-operate  with  Banks  in  the  Red  river  expedition, the  forces 
under  Steele  in  Arkansas,  moved  out  via  Arkadelphia  and  Elkin's 
Ferry,  to  Camden,  which  place  they  reached  after  defeating  the 
enemy  in  several  severe  skirmishes,  on  the  i6th  of  April,  1S64. 
Learning  there  of  the  retreat  of  General  Banks,  besides  losing  one 
of  their  own  trains,  they  fell  back  upon  the  line  of  the  Arkansas. 
On  the  30th  of  April,  while  crossing  the  Saline  river,  they  were 
attacked  by  the  enemy,  whom  they  repulsed  after  a  severe  conflict. 
They  reached  the  Arkansas,  Mav  2nd. 

In  February,  General  A.J.  Smith,  with  his  command  of  the  old 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  went  to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  and 
was  in  the  campaign  and  capture  of  Mobile,  April  12th.  The 
13th  Corps  shared,  too,  in  this  triumph.  It  also  participated  in  the 
captures  of  Forts  Gaines  and  Morgan,  in  Mobile  Bay,  August  Sth 
and  23rd,  1S64-     From  Mobile  they  went  to  the  Rio  Grande. 

In  the  latter  part  of  December,  Grierson  made  a  successful  and 
most  damagmg  raid,  to  the  enemy,  on  the  lines 'of  the  Mobile  and 
Ohio,  and  Mississippi  Central  Railroads,  starting  from  Memphis 
and  coming  out  at  Vicksburg.  You  had  your  representatives  in 
the  cavalry  force  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Nashville  and  pursuit 
of  Hood,  and  also  in  the  splendid,  and  to  the  enemy  terribly  disas- 
trous, raid  of  Wilson's,  which  brought  up  in  the  capture  of  JefT. 
Davis. 

From  Savannah,  on  the  isl  of  Februarj-,  1S65,  Shemian  took 
up  his  line  of  march  for  North  Carolina,  with  the  ultimate  design 
of  fomiing  a  junction  with  Grant  in  front  of  Richmond.  The 
hopes  and  wishes  of  the  Western  Armies,  espi^ciallv  of  the  Army 
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of  the  Tennessee,  seemed  about  to  be  realized.  They  had  long 
desired  to  confront  the  men  that  had. so  long  resisted  the  heroism 
and  prowess  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac;  but  in  this  thev  were 
disappointed.  Before  their  arrival  Richmond  had  fallen,  and  the 
old  Anny  of  the  Potomac,  with  its  comrades,  had  received  the 
surrender  of  the  army  that  had  so  long  defended  it. 

On  the  17th  of  February  you  occupied  Columbia,  and  on  the 
i3th  of  March  Fayetteville,  on  the  Cape  Fear  river.  In  the  mean 
time  the  remnant  of  Hood's  army  had  united  with  Hardee's  forces, 
with  Joe  Johnston  again  in  command.  On  the  15th  you  resumed 
your  march  on  Goldsboro.  On  the  i8lh  the  whole  of  Johnston's 
force  attacked  General  Slocum  at  Bentonville.  You  hastened  to 
his  relief,  and  assisted  in  defeating  the  enemy.  Your  presence 
defeated  any  further  effort  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  disturb  the 
March  to  Goldsboro,  which  was  reached  by  Sherman  on  the  33nd. 
On  the  loth  of  April  you  set  out  from  Goldsboro  for  Raleigh,  and 
on  the  36th  Sherman  received  from  Johnston  the  surrender  of  the 
army  bearing  your  name,  an  army  that  had  been  driven  from 
«ver}-  field  or  forced  from  every  position  where  you  had  partici- 
pated against  it. 

On  the  loth  of  May  yon  took  up  your  march  from  Raleigh  for 
the  National  Capital,  passed  en  route  through  Richmond,  late  the 
capital  of  the  rebel  authorities,  and  on  the  19th  reached  Alexandria, 
Virginia.  On  the  same  day  General  Logan  relieved  General 
Howard  in  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  General 
Howard  having  been  appointed  Chief  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau. 
Major-General  W.  B.  Hazen  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the 
15th  Corps. 

On  the  24th,  in  front  of  the  White  House,  in  Washington,  you 
were  reviewed  by  the  President  and  the  Lieutenant-General,  in 
the  presence  of  the  Cabinet  Officers,  Foreign  Ministers,  and  dis- 
tinguished officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  the  tens  of  thousands 
%>t  your  countrymen  that  lined  the  great  avenues  of  the  Capital. 
From  Washington  you  went  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  there 
passed  out  of  existence  as  an  armv  organization,  and  returned  to 
your  homes. 

General  U.  S,  Grant,  foremost  among  the  military  men  of  the 
age,  your  first  commander,  accords  to  your  fidelity,  to  your  skill, 
to  your  courage  and  prowess,  his  world-wide  reputation —  a  repu- 
tation that  raised  hira  from  the  command  of  an  army  to  the  com- 
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mand  of  armies,  thence,  with  incieasc  of  reputation  and  rank,  io 
the  command  of  all  the  military  forces  of  the  United  Statcx,  where 
his  reputation  still  increirsed  and  honors  still  thickened  around  his 
brow,  but  none  »hines  so  bright  as  Vicksburg'. 

Lieiitenant-General  W.  T.  Sherman,  master  of  the  art  ant( 
science  of  war,  whose  fame  as  a  military  leader  and  strategist 
is  not  excelled  in  the  annals  of  warfare — your  second  commander 
— he,  too,  aecredits  to  you  a  reputation  that  raised  him  to  the  com- 
mand of  armies,  with  increase  of  reputation,  of  rank  and  of 
honors. 

The  loved  and  lamented  Major-General  James  B.  McPherson, 
individualized  in  his  country's  history,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his 
glorious  death  among  the  foremost  of  its  illustrious  defenders — 
your  third  commander — achieved  his  great  militarv  reputation  in 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee;  and  always  seemed  to  share  it  witli 
every  soldier  in  it.  Tliesc  soldiers,  while  tliey  live,  wilt  take  care 
of  his  memory:  and  our  country's  history  will  never  be  so  abridged 
as  to  exclude  his  name  and  fame.  He  was  the  only  army  com- 
mander on  the  National  »ide  who  fell  in  battle.  He,  too,  was 
raised  to  a  higher  command — a  higher  than  Grant  or  Sherman — 
to  the  command  of  that  Army  of  Immortals,  the  spirits  of  our 
martyred  dead.  Their  \vhite  tents  are  pitched  in  and'around  the 
Celestial  Cityl  Reputations  do  not  sufferthere,  nor  honors  ever 
fade. 

That  illustrious  soldier,  Major-General  O.  O.  Howard — your 
fourth  commander — liad  achieved  a  national  reputation  for  his 
splendid  fighting  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  as  commander 
of  the  11th  Corps  in  the  West,  before  he  came  to  command  vou. 
You  kept  blight  hi& military  fame,  and  he  cheerfully  accredits  to 
his  command  of  the  Ai-my  of  the  Tennessee,  his  advancement  to 
a  Brigadier-Generalcy  in  the  United  States  Army.  His  humane 
and  christian  character,  his  high  reputation  as  a  soldier,  and  the 
confidence  he  would  Inspire  throughout  the  country,  pointed  to 
him  as  eminently  fitted  for  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Refugees, 
Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands,  and  to  this  position  he  was 
called. 

Major-General  John  A.  Logan,  that  daring  and  intrepid  soldier 
of  volunteers,  who  carved  his  name  with  his  sword  as  high  up  on 
the  column  of  fame,  and  to  be  as  long  read  there  as  any  army 
commander  of  the  war,  was  your  fifth  and  last  commander.     He 
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was  emphaticatty  one  of  yourselves,  and  was  with  you  from  the 
fiery  fight  of  Belmont  to  your  muster  out.  When  McPherson  fell, 
he  succeeded,  temporarily,  to  the  command,  and  fought  the  day's 
battle  just  as  McPherson  would  have  done  had  he  lived.  With 
the  same  pride  you  point  to  him  as  one  of  your  representative 
commanders;  he  accords  to  your  bravery  and  courage  his  high 
military  reputation.  With  the  end  of  the  war  and  the  advent  of 
peace  he  went  with  you  into  civil  life. 

In  the  siege  of  Corinth,  the  '■  Right  Wing"  of  the  National 
forces,  comprising  all  but  two  Divisions  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, may  boast  the  honor  of  being  commanded  bv  that  distin- 
guished soldier  Major-General  George  H.  Thomas.  His  military 
reputation  is  as  solid  as  the  fact  of  the  great  rebellion  itself,  and 
will  endure  as  long. 

Major-General  W.  S.  Rosecrans,  the  hereof  Stone  river,  achieved 
a  reputation  in  the  command  of  troops  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee at  luka  and  Corinth  that  gave  him  increase  of  rank,  and 
lifted  him  to  the  command  of  the  grand  old  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland. 

Major-General  E.  O.  C.  Ord,  commander  of  the  Army  of  the 
James  in  the  battles  and  campaigns  that  ended  in  the  surrender  of 
Lee,  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  command  of  troops  of  the 
Army. of  the  Tennessee. 

Sheridan,  than  whoin  in  the  front  rank  of  the  world's 
heroes  none  stand  in  advance  of,  if  he  did  not  belong  to  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  he  served  with  it  under  its  first  commander. 
The  English  press  style  him  the  Desaix  of  the  American  civil  war. 
But  we  styled  him  a  more  than  Desaix.  Desaix  brought  upon  the 
field  of  Marengo  six  thousand  men,  and  with  them  turned  defeat 
into  victory,  while  to  the  field  of  Cedar  Creek,  Sheridan's  horse 
brought  only  Sheridan,  whose  genius  alone  retrieved  the  disaster 
of  the  day,  and  from  defeat  snatched  victory. 

In  no  army  did  the  .soldier  enjoy  greater  liberty,  consistent  with 
military  discipline,  than  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  in  none 
were  his  rights  and  his  life  more  carefully  guarded.  Newspapers, 
whether  they  supported  the  Administration  or  opposed  it,  were 
alike  permitted  to  circulate  among  the  men.  Correspondents  of 
the  press,  without  regard  to  the  political  character  of  the  papers 
thev  represented,  had  the  same  privileges  granted  them.  Soldiers 
traveling  on  furlough  were  protected    from  the  payment  of  e\or- 
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bititiit  pricec  for  transportation  that  were  frequently  sought  to  be 
imposed  upon  thein.  The  mails,  from  the  time  we  left  Cairo,  kept 
up  with  us,  and  was  distributed  with  almost  as  much  regularity 
as  in  our  large  cities. 

Up  to  the  time  of  its  greatest  triumph  the  death  penalty  had 
not  been  inflicted  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  Men  had  been 
tried  for  desertion,  and  other  offenses,  the  penalty  for  which  was 
death,  and  found  guilty  and  sentenced  accordingly,  but  from 
various  causes  the  sentences  were  not  carried  into  execution.  The 
discipline  of  the  army  waS  good,  and  there  were  no  more  deser- 
'  tions  from  it  than  from  other  armies,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  no  man  had  been  made  an  example  of  by  shooting  in  the 
presence  of  his  comrades. 

The  subordination  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  to  the  policies 
and  acts  of  the  Government  affecting  the  institution  of  slavery  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  war,  is  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation. 
You  had  no  policy  of  your  own  to  propose,  but  went  forth,  as 
expressed  by  the  Legislative  Branch  of  the  Government,  to  do 
battle  in  no  spirit  of  oppression,  or  for  any  purpose  of  conquest 
or  subjugation,  or  purpose  of  overthrowing  or  interfering  with 
the  rights  or  established  institutions  of  the  States  in  rebellion; 
but  to  defend  and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution, 
and  to  preserve  the  Union  with  all  the  dignity,  equality  and  rights 

,  interfering  in  no  wise  with 
tain  as  free  those  who,  with 
agent,  might  be  found  in 
iry  service  against  the  Gov- 
esident  Lincoln  issued  his 
tion.  You  accepted  this  as 
iremacy  of  the  Constitution 
all  the  dignity,  equality  and 
1,  and  fought  on.  January 
lancipation  was  issued.  In 
m  of  negroes  in  the  military 
eexisted  against  theirbcing 
1  the  service  of  the  United 
n  to  your  country.  Their 
likin's  Bend,  June  7th,  won 
le  J3rd   Iowa — a   regiment 
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especially  distinguished  for  its  gallantry — that  lost  in  that  terrible 
combat  nearly  one-half  of  the  number  it  had  engaged,  but  ex- 
pressed the  magnanimity  of  the  old  army  in  accrediting  the 
enemy's  severe  repulse  to  the  colored  soldiers. 

The  Emancipation  Proclamation  and  the  arming  of  the  negroes 
(formerly  slaves),  intensified,  if  such  were  possible,  the  enemy's 
opposition  to  us.  He  refused  to  recognize  them  as  soldiers,  or 
accord  to  them,  when  captured,  the  rights  of  prisoners  of  war. 
Jnly  i8th,  1864,  it  was  in  effect  announced  by  the  President,  that 
no  proposition,  unless  it  embraced  the  restoration  of  peace,  the 
integrity  of  the  whole  Union,  and  the  abandonment  of  slavery, 
would  be  considered  by  the  Executive  Government  of  the  United 
States.  The  abolition  of  slavery  was  thenceforth  one  of  the  con- 
ditions to  peace.  You  continued  to  fight  on,  until  the  enemy 
not  only  recognized  the  colored  soldier,  when  captured,  as  entitled 
to  be  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  but  until  the  rebel  Congress,  a 
Congress  of  slaveholders,  notwithstanding  the  bitterness  with 
which  they  had  denounced  the  National  Government  for  the  same 
act,  passed  a  law  authorizing  the  arming  of  negro  slaves,  and 
putting  them  in  the  ranks,  side  by  side  with  the  white  soldiers  of 
the  rebel  army.  Thus,  before  the  conflict  ceased,  they  stood  ele- 
vated to  the  dignity  of  defenders  of  the  flag  they  were  under, 
whether  national  or  rebel,  representing  freedom  or  slavery. 

But  you  fought  on  until  the  military  power  of  the  rebellion  was 
destroyed — until  the  national  flag,  with  two  more  stars  than  when 
you  began,  waved  over  every  foot  of  the  soil  of  the  United  States 
— until  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  was  maintained,  and 
the  Union  preserved  with  all  the  dignity,  equality  and  rights  of 
the  several  States  unimpaired,  and  the  Southern  States,  with  those 
of  the  North,  were  willing,  as  they  subsequently  did,  to  ratify  the 
Constitutional  amendment  submitted  by  Congress,  forever  abol- 
ishing slavery  in  the  United  States  ;  and  secure  to  us,  without 
question,  the  fruits  of  the  great  Emancipation  Proclamation — 
freedom  to  all.  In  your  burning  patriotism  the  prejudice  against 
race  perished  as  that  of  party  in  the  commencement  of  the  con- 
test :  and  you  could  read  the  Declaration  of  Independence  as 
Jefl'erson  wrote  it,  and  see  realized  the  grand  truth  "  that  all  men 
arc  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with 
certain  unalienable  rights ;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness."     That  which  was  the  subject  race  under 
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the  law,  was  tlic  equal  of  other  races  ;  and  if,  in  the  Providence 
of  God,  greater  privileges  were  to  be  Extended  to  it,  you  could 
answer  in  your  dead,  "  the  sacrifice  has  been  made,  the  lamb  has 
been  slain  upon  the  altar,  and  the  incense  has  risen  to  Heaven." 

Such,  gentlemen,  is  a  brief  presentation  of  the  career  and  char- 
acter of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  There  are  many  conflicts 
and  combats  reflecting  honor  upon  the  national  arms,  and  upon 
those  engaged  in  them,  scarcely  or  even  incidentally  alluded  to. 
To  collect  and  preserve  reports  of  all  the  battles,  combats,  skir- 
mishes, and  reconnoissances,  with  the  names  of  the  organizations  or 
detachments  of  troops  engaged,  and  of  the  oflicers  commanding 
in  them,  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  would  be  an  object  worthy 
vour  consideration. 

They  were  in  defense  of  the  nation,  and  the  integrity  of  the 
whole  Union.  And  if  this  national  Union  of  ours  is  to  be  per- 
petuated, the  heroic  achievements  of  the  national  soldiery,  not  only 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  but  of  all  the  national  armies  who 
contributed  in  an  equal  degree  to  the  national  triumph,  must  be 
commemorated — commemorated  as  the  deeds  of  Washington  and 
his  compeers,  as  those  of  the  heroes  of  iSiz,  and  as  those  of  our 
countrymen  in  the  war  with  Mexico;  they  were  all  alike  under 
the  national  flag. 

The  objects  of  your  Society  are  to  keep  alive  and  preserve  that 
kindly  and  cordial  feeling  which  was  one  of  the  chief  character- 
istics of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  which  gave  it  such  har- 
monv  of  action,  and  contributed  so  much  to  its  glorious  achieve- 
ments in  our  countrv's  cause,  and  to  hold  in  sacred  trust  the  fame 
and  glory  of  the  officers  of  that  army  who  fell  on  the  field  of 
battle  or  in  the  line  of  dutv;  or  who,  since  the  war.  have  been  or 
may  hereafter  be  stricken  down  by  death;  and  to  cause  proper 
memorials  of  their  services  to  be  collected  and  preserved,  and  thus 
transmit  their  names  in  honor  to  posterity;  and  to  relieve,  by  the 
voluntarv  contributions  of  its  members,  whenever  brought  to  their 
attention,  the  families  of  such  officers  who  may  be  in  indigent 
circumstances — all  such  families  having  a  claim  upon  the  generosity 
of  the  Society, 

Your  dead  line  the  banks  of  the  great  Mississippi  and  its  tribu- 
taries, and  sleep  upon  every  field  of  conflict  in  which  you  were 
engaged,  along  the  line  <>i  the  weary  march,  and  in  the  eemeteries 
of  hospital  and  of   liome.     To  cause   pn>per  memorials   of  their 
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servicer  to  be  collected  and  preserved,  and  thus  transmit  their 
names  in  honor  to  posterity,  and  to  relieve  their  distressed  families 
as  far  as  we  are  able,  will  be  to  us  not  only  a  work  of  love,  but  of 
christian  duty.  The  Bible  commands  forgiveness  of  our  enemies, 
but  never  forgetfulness  of  our  friends;  and  in  heaven's  plan  for 
the  restoration  of  man  to  the  high  estate  from  which  be  fell — life 
eternal — remembrance  of,  and  belief  in,  the  efficacy  of  the  sacri- 
fice made  is  especially  required.  We  know  the  greatness  of  the 
sacrifice  made  that  the  nation  might  live — we  appreciate  its  efficacy, 
and  will  not  forget  the  dead — the  sacrificed. 

What  have  the  dead — the  sacrificed — viewed  as  individual  men, 
gained  by  this?  Nothing.  But  viewed  in  the  aggregate  with 
other  men  as  constituting  a  nation,  in  the  life  and  perpetuity  of 
which,  under  heaven,  is  involved  the  highest  destiny  of  the  human 
race — in  giving  up  their  lives  that  the  nation  might  live  and  be 
perpetuated — they  have  gained  the  end  of  their  existence  here,  and 
returned  to  their  God! 

We  will  never  forget  them,  but  labor  to  preserve  the  record  of 
their  virtues,  their  deeds  of  devotion  and  self-sacrifice,  that  it  may 
pass  to  coming  generations  so  bright  that  each  successively  may 
be  inspired  to  emulate  it,  and  forever  preserve  and  perpetuate  the 
national  life  and  virtue.  The  nation  will  neyer  forget  its  dead,  nor 
those  dependent  on  them.  If  it  should,  it  would  be  like  the  forest 
oak  girdled  in  midsummer.  The  spring  would  come,  but  with  it 
no  sap  to  send  forth  its  leaves  in  beauty  again.  Dangers  would 
threaten  the  nation,  perils  would  environ  it,  but  there  would  be  no 
patriotism  to  send  forth  sol'diers  in  its  defense — there  would  be  no 
voluntary  offer  of  lives  that  it  might  live.  But  the  nation  wilt  not 
forget  them. 

On  motion  of  Major-Gcncral  G.  A.  Smith,  a  unanimous  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  General  Rawlins. 
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Mr.  T.  Buchanan  Read  was  introduced,  and  read  the  following 
poem,  prepared  for  the  c 


MEN  OF  THE  TENNESSEE. 
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And  clothed  you  with  its  glory — 1  behold 

The  angel,  Hme,  who  men  have  misnamed  old; 

Yet  beautiful  and  bright  as  at  his  birth. 

Writing  great  names  upon  the  rounded  eartli. 

Which  like  the  iron  highways  yet  to  be 

Shall  grandly  gpan  all  continente;  and  ye 

Are  of  them,  Men  of  the  Tennessee! 

In  the  Hesperian  gardens  of  the  blest, 

Shines  the  great  constellation  of  the  WeRt. 

The  stars  may  fall,  as  on  an  autumn  night. 

But  these  unsetting  champions  of  the  Right 

With  all  the  uncounted  nebulx  of  names, 

Which  justice  conjured,  and  which  freedom  claims, 

Are  heaven's  fiied  orbs  of  splendor — there  they  stand. 

The  grace  and  glory  of  our  native  landi 

Men  of  the  Tennessee! 
On  motion,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  for  Mr.  Read's  poem. 
With  cheers  for  the  Star  Spangled  Banner,  the  audience  sepa- 
rated. 


The  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment,  and  on  motion  of  Major-General  M.  F.  Force,  Major- 
General  Walcutt  occupied  the  President's  Office  in  the  temporary 
absence  of  General  Rawlins. 

On  motion  of  Brigadier- General  Fairchild: 

Resolved,  That  the  reading  of  the  records  of  the  preceding 
meeting  be  dispensed  with. 

Major-General  Force,  Chairman  of  the  Committee' appointed  to 
revise  the  Constitution  and  report  a  code  of  By-Laws  for  the 
Society,  announced  to  the  President  that  the  committee  were  ready 
to  report.  Permission  to  report  was  granted,  when  General  Force 
read  as  follows: 

The  Committee  appointed  to  revise  the  Constitution  and  suggest 
By-Laws  for  the  government  of  the  Society,  respectfully  report: 


'-  Section-  I.  That  the  Rrst  sentence  of  the  third  article  of  the  Constitution 
be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

"The  Society  shall  be  organized  by  the  annual  election  of  a  President  and 
six  Vice-Presidents  a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a 
■Treasurer." 
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"  Seltios  II.     That  tKe  following  BvLaws  be  adopted. 
*■  I,     That  one  dollar  per  annum  be  paid  bv  each  member  to  the  Recording 
Secretary.     The  monev  so  rujeed  be  paid  bv  him  to  the  Treasurer. 
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On  motion  of  Major-General  Leggett: 
Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  be 
that   part  of  it,  to  include    Sections  one  and  two, 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  for  th 
of  the  Society. 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  w 
member  of  the  Society,  requesting'  a  contribution  i 
toward  creating  a  permanent  fund. 

Resolved,  That    the  Treasurer    purchase    books 
keeping  the  records  and  accounts  of  the  Society. 

Resolved,  Tliat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointet 
<lent.  to  report  at  the  annual  meeting  a  device  for  a 
certificate  of  membership. 

Major-General  Belknap  asked  leave  to  report,  a: 
the  Committee  of  Nomination  of  Officers  for  the  e 
Permission  granted,  and  he  reported  as  follows: 
For  Prfsidettt. 
Major-General  John  A.  Rau'lins. 

FoT  VitePresideMls. 
Major-General  John  A.  Logan, 
Major-General  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr., 
Major-General  R-  J.  Oglesbv, 
Major-Gtneral  Giles  A.  Smith, 
Major-General  W.  W.  Belknap. 
Brigadier -Genera  I  CassiuB  Koirchlld. 

For  ReeordiHg  Secretary. 
Lieutenant- Col o[iel  L.  Davton. 
For  Corresfondiiig  Secrflary. 
Brigadkr- General  A.  llickenlooptr. 
For  Treasurer. 
Major-General  M.  F,  Force. 
(Signed;  \\'.  \V.  Btlknap.  Major-Genural 

C.  II.  Howard,  Brlfiadier-Oi.-neri 
C.  Cadle.  Colonel, 
M.  C.  flarlwr,  Coloni-I, 
James  Ptokham,  Coloufl. 


On  molion  of  Major-Ccnei 
Rcsohi'd.  Thill  the  Socict\ 
The  President  declared  tlli 


il  G.  A.  Smith: 
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President. 
Maii»r-Generjl  Tohn  A.  R:iwlins, 


Jr., 

•y. 
lith, 

:nap, 
Fairchild. 

'.ry. 
>ayton. 

jnlooper. 


authorized  to  appropriate 
sty  remaining  in  his  hands 
tiefraying  the  contingent 

jf  the  Society  to  present 
onimittee  of  the  "  McPher- 
)n  was  granted,  when  he 
;aring  on  the  subject,  and 
ig  that  he  brought  the  sub- 
iild  take  definite  action  in 
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Mcpherson  monumental  fund. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

"  17th  Arnij- Corps,     ..... 

"  Chief  Quarter-Master  17th  Army  Corps. 

"  4th  Division  17th  Army  Corps, 

"  3rd   Brigade,  4th  Division, 

Itth  Iowa  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry, 

■3th "... 

iSth      ■'  "  "  "  ... 


191  70 
115  00 


i6th      "  "  "  "  -         . 

Major. General  Osterhaus,  and  other  officers  at  Vicksburg, 

Major-General  Hazen,  as  per  report,            -                  -  533  50 

Major  L.  S.  Willard,  Aide-de-Camp,     -         -         -         .  ao  00 

Major-General  Wilson, 20  00 

Major-General  Weltiel, 3o  00 

47th  Ohio  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,       ...  10  00 

M.  F.  Keenan  and  other  officers,  41st  Illinois,         -         .  33  00 

Two  privates,  per  letters, i  00 

Reported  by  Major-General  Leggett,      ....  1,9^  00 

'■ ( 

Printing  at  Louisville, J3  00 

"              Cincinnati,         ......  to  00 

Postage, 8  00 

Stationery,           ........  3  00 

'    Eipressage,              ........  3  <x> 

To  Balance, | 


Baltimore,  Novtmhcr  SO,  1865. 
Major-Geveral  W.  B.  Hazen: 

My  Dear  Genkral; — As  the  remaining  member  of  McPherson's  class  in 
Ihc  Corps  of  Engineers,  1  have  been  requested  to  receive,  (and  have  done  so), 
certain  subscriptions  to  a  monument  which  it  is  proposed  to  erect  to  his  memory 
at  West  Point,  N,  Y.  If  the  Army  or  Corps  he  commanded  conclude  to 
erect  their  monument  at  the  same  place,  our  subscriptions  will  be  thrown  with 
theirs.  If  they  build  elsewhere,  we  propose  to  erect  a  separate  monument  at 
West  Point,  to  be  subscribed  to  as  Totlows: 

1st.     By  his  classmates. 

ind.     By  the  members  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers. 

3rd.  By  his  special  friends  (in  and  out  of  the  Army)  in  New  York  and 
San  Francisco,  where  his  official  life  before  the  war  was  chiefly  spent. 

I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  communicate  these  facte  to  the  subscribers  out  your 
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way,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  rrom  vou  on  the  subject  at  once.     1  shall 
iiiimediatelv  take  steps  to  procure  subscriptions  from  the  several  classes  of 
persons  mentioned  above,  with  the  understanding  as  staled  to  vou. 
Trulv  yours, 

W.  P.  Craighill. 
Major  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A. 

MvRPREE^BuRO,  Dtcrtabtr  11,  l8Co. 

\fd.: 

.,  Eu^e«ling  thai  the  subscriptions  made 
d  a  monument  to  McPherson.  be  joined 
de  up  bv  the  Engineer  Corps,  member* 
ti'ark  and  San  FranciHco.  and  that  the 
I  if  we  build  elsewhere  j'ou  propose  to 

ler  membern  of  the  Committee  of  the 
most  interested,  copies  of  your   letter, 

th  a  view  to  building  this  monument  at 
Jiat  is  the  appropriate  place  for  it. 
ould  seem  to  me  to  involve  a  sort  of 
to.  I  will  pledge  mj'self  to  be  governed 
vrong,  but  am  neiertheless  opposed  to 
rs  at  West  Point,  and  believe  it  not  only 
lental  to  the  Academy,  by  exclusiiely 
ies.  Nothing  can  speak  more  eloquently 
less,  than  to  build  up  their  monuments 
t  produced  and  furnished  these  unknown 
I,  honored,  venerated,  and  beloved  by  a 

nt  in  Ohio.  Reynold's  in  Pennsylvania, 
r  remains  are.  and  where  all  these  great 
>f,  and  recognize,  through  the  works  of 
tional  Academy. 

,  the  only  apparently  true  grounds  for 
,  "  exclusiveness."  would  be  established, 
e  from  the  people. 

;1  are  highly  appropriate  and  ample  to 
Is  illustrious  examples. 
)f  this  Academy,  while  fostering  every 
rather  discourage  an  aggregation  about 
:  national  advancement,  which  cannot 
the  friendship  of  the  people,  without 

ar  bciond  the  gratification  of  those  who 
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wish  to  do  homage  to  the  men  thej  commemorate.  I  Khali,  however,  be  gov- 
erned bv  those  making  donations,  and  trugt  we  may  unite  our  efforts,  and  shall 
hope  to  hear  further  from  you. 

In  the  meantime  sutKCriptionB  should  be  secured  by  both, 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Hazbn, 
Major-  General . 

Cincinnati,  J>ectmber  SO,  IS6S. 
Major -General  W.  B.  Hazhn, 

Murfreesbore,  Tenn. 

Dear  General; — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  (with  accompanying  letter  from  Major  Craighill)  in  relation 
to  the  McPherson  Monument.  I  am  most  decidedly  opposed  to  any  change 
in  the  proposed  location  of  the  monument,  for  the  following  reasonn,  viz:  The 
KUfaecriplions  thus  far  received  have  been  almost  entirely  from  (he  rank  and 
file  of  the  army  which  McPherson  commanded — probably  two-thirds  from  his 
own  Corps — wilh  the  distinct  understanding  (so  published)  (hat  the  monument 
would  be  erected  over  his  remains  at  Clyde. 

The  feeling  which  prompted  this  action  upon  the  part  of  his  officer*  and  men 
wai  not  such  as  usually  acluales  men  to  subscribe  to  such  an  object;  it  was 
not  80  much  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating  his  military  success  and  renown, 
but  as  a  testimonial  of  their  love  and  affection  for  the  man. 

The  feelings  of  the  mother  who  gave  such  a  son  to  her  country,  together 
with  the  remaining  members  of  the  family,  should  be  consulted,  and  they  are 
decidedly  opposed  to  the  removal  of  his  remains  to  the  Point,  ifa  monument 
can  be  erected  at  Clyde. 

It  appears  very  absurd  to  erect  a  monument  at  West  Point,  and  leave  the 
place  where  he  was  born  and  raised,  and  where  hia  remains  now  tie,  unmarked 
and  uncared  for. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  HiCKENLOOPER. 

Generals  Leggett,  Buckland,  Spooner,  and  others,  volunteered 
remarks  commendator}-  of  the  subject,  and  urging  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  T.  Buchanan  Read  offered  to  give  reading  entertainments 
throughout  the  State,  to  assist  in  raising  the  required  funds. 

On  motion  of  General  Hickenlooper  : 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  "The  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,"  pledge  ourselves  to  the  erection  of  a  monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  Major-General  James  B.  McPherson,  to 
be  placed  over  his  remains  at  Clyde,  Ohio,  and  that  we  will  act 
harmoniously  with  any  other  society  or  association  acting  for  the 
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Game  purpose,  and  that  the  present  Cominittee  be  empowered  to 
act  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  and  appoint  all  necessary  sub- 
committeefi  from  the  members  thereof 


he  Constitu- 
lings  of  this  • 
the  welcome 
id  the  letters 


ciety  be  held 


int  six  mem- 
ommittee  of 

Committee: 
M.  Joel. 
Romer. 
rf.  Dayton. 

■d&d  General 
of  the  Com- 


imunication : 


le  "Merchants' 
eleven  to  half- 


Secretary. 
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Chamber  of  Commerce,  and,  on  adjournment,  proceed  in  a  body 
to  the  Cincinnati  Merchants'  Exchange. 

On  motion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  stand  adjourned  until  the  next 
annual  meeting. 

BANQUET. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements  had  made  preparations  for 
the  Society  to  have  a  banquet  at  the  Burnet  House  on  the  evening 
of  the  15th  instant. 

Early  in  the  evening  the  members  of  the  Society  began  to  col- 
lect, and  at  9^  o'clock  proceeded  from  the  Committee- room 
headquarters  and  entered  the  banquet  hall.  All  were  astonished, 
but  pleased,  at  the  beautiful  appearance  of  the  hall,  for  here,  as 
well  as  at  Mozart  Hall,  has  the  taste  and  skill  of  the  Committee 
on  Decoration  been  displayed  in  most  admirable  manner.  At  the 
head  of  the  hall  being  portraits  of  Washington  and  Lincoln,  and 
above  them  the  motto  "  God  our  trust,"  underneath  were  torn, 
battle-marked  and  stained  flags  of  the  regiments  represented  here 
to-night  by  brave  and  honored  men.  Over  the  entrance  to  the 
hall  being  other  banners  of  the  same  character,  surrounding  the 
name  "  McPherson,"  and  on  the  sides  of  the  entrance  being  full- 
sized  portraits  of  Grant  and  Sherman.  On  the  sides  of  the  hall 
were  the  names,  Howard,  Thomas,  Logan,  Blair,  Ransom,  Ord, 
Crocker,  and  others,  all  handsomely  draped  with  national  colors. 
The  windows  were  filled  with  guidons,  the  chandeliers  decorated, 
and  the  sides  of  the  hall  covered  with  festoons  of  national  flags. 

As  the  assemblage  walked  in,  listening  to  strains  of  superb 
music,  and  arranged  themselves  along  the  well-filled  tables,  all 
seemed  gratified. 

Mr.  Miller,  who  spread  the  boards,  performed  his  task  well,  as 
the  Bill  of  Fare  will  show;  and  there  seemed  to  be  happier  faces 
sitting  there  than  has  often  been  known,  after  a  long  march  when 
forage  was  scarce,  at  the  scanty  meal  of  "  hardtack  and  bacon." 

BILL  OF  FARE. 
Ai  tie  Banquet  0/  Ike  "  Society  of  lie  Army  of  the  Tenneasec." 
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Fried  Oysters, 
Roast  Oysters, 
Oysters  Deviled, 
Escallop  of  Oysters, 


Oysters  in  Jelly, 
Oysters  with  fine  Herbs, 
Small  Oyster  Pies, 
Oyster*  fried  in  Butter, 
Ovsters  baked  in  Shells, 
Oysten  cooked  in  Paper  Kisses, 
Oysters,  with  Mayonnaise, 
Oysters  baked  with  Champagne'. 


ith  Down  Mutton,  with  Currant  Jelly, 

Venison,  with  Cranberry  Sauce. 
th  Oysters.      Broiled  Qiiiil. 

Ln    DISHES. 

Strasburg  Pie  on  a  Pedestal, 
Rueeian  Salad,  In  fbnm, 
Lobster  Salad,  decorated. 
Ham.  ir  la  Rothschild, 
Roast  Turkey, 
Roast  Prairie  Chicken. 

how,  Oyster  Catsup, 

Beels,  \Valnut  Catsup., 

ershire  Sauce,       Horse  RatUsh, 
Cold  Slaw. 

lyal.  Charlotte  of  A  pples.  Parisian  style- 
:  Jelly,  Veal  Pie,  with  Champagne  Jelly, 
>nnaise.  Bread  ofYoungCapon,Queen  style 
aise,  Aspick  ofCalves' Brains. a  la  Orii, 
elly,  Banatineof  Turkey, niii  Richelieu, 
uice,         Stuffed  Eggs,  a  la  St.  James. 

^orn.  Mashed  Potatoes, 

:as.  Boiled  Potatoes. 

PASTRY. 

int  Drops,  Lady  Fingers, 

Kisses,  Union  Stars, 

sses.  Half  Moons, 
'uffs. 

JELLIES. 

elly.  Rum  Jelly, 

larengues,  Prussian  Cream, 
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Hickory  Nuu,  Applet,  Raisitw,  Brazil  Nute, 

Almonds,  Figs,  Filberts. 


Vanilla  Ice  Cream,  Nectarine  Ice  Cream, 


The  supper  over  and  cloth  cleared.  General  Rawlins,  President 
of  the  Society,  presiding,  announced  in  order  the  following  toasts, 
which  were  drank  and  responded  to. 

First  Toast:—"  The  President  and  Congress  of  the  United 
States."     Drank  in  silence. 

Music: — "//at!  Columbia^ 

Second  Toast:—"  Generai  U.  S.  Grant,  the  Father  of  Hit 
Army  of  the  Tennessee." 

Music:— " /fait  to  the  Chief." 

This  toast  was  received  with  prolonged  cheering,  and  responded 
to  by  General  Durbin  Ward,  who  handsomely  illustrated  the  rapid 
but  legitiniate  rise  and  progress  of  the  great  Grant. 

Third  Toast: — ^' Lieutenant- General  W.  T.  Sherman,  Com- 
mander of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee" 

Music; — "  Tramp,  tramp,  tramp,  the  boys  are  marching." 

Response  by  General  Force.  Colonel  Parker's  request  that 
the  toast  be  drank  standing,  was  accepted;  the  toast  was  greeted 
with  great  applause.  General  Force  said  he  replied  with  pleasure, 
paying  tribute  to  the  genius  of  the  subject.  All  joined  in  chorus, 
"  He  is  a  joHy,  good  fellow." 

Fourth  Toast: — Major- General  y.  B.  McPherson,  Com- 
mander of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee."  Drank  standing,  in  silence, 
with  evidences  of  the  deepest  respect  and  feeling. 

Music: — "  Dirge." 

Fifth  Toast: — ''Major.  General  O.  O.  Howard,  Commander  of 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee." 

Music: — "Star  Spangled  Banner." 

Responded  to  by  Colonel  James  Peckhain. 

Sixth  Toast: — '•Major- General  fohn  A  Logan,  Commander 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee" 

Music: — "^Bed,  White  and  Blue." 

Response  by  General  Walcutt,  who  spoke  of  him  asthe  chivalric. 
generous  Logan — the  gallant  citizen-soldier. 
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lings  of  the  Society 

\e  Army  of  the  Tennessee^'' 

leralJeflT.  C.  Davis.  Greeted  with  three 
fully  appropriate  for  the  Army  of  the 
ied  those  of  it  present  did  not  consider 
lunt.  General  Davis  responded  neatly 
imcnt:  "The  Society  of  the  Army  of 
uccess  as  a  social  reunion  be  commcnsu- 
\t  noble  Army  and  the  fame  of  its  illus- 


he  memory  of  those  of  the  Army  of  the 
<ted  death  in  the  defense  of  the   Union.'' 


ur  comrades  of  all  the  Armies  of  the 

Gem  of  the  Ocean." 
Noyes,  who  entertained  the  party,  for 
1  felicitous  manner.  He  congratulated 
the  resuke  of  their  labors.  The  flowing 
the  popping  of  corks  a  good  substitute 
Ne  are  gathered  together  to  renew  the 

Is.  Those  memories  are  more  inspiring 
ure,  and  the  men  that  had  protected  the 
would  do  so  again  if  the  Nation  requires. 
;  through,  the  President  called  for  vol- 
n.  Mead  and  Hooker,  were  remembered, 
,  made. 

proposed,  "  To  the  memory  of  \Iajor- 
"     Which  toast  was  drank  standing,  in 

ied,  "  yhe  accomplished  soldier,  the  able 
'-  orator —  The  President  of  the  Society 
esseer  General  Rawlins  responded  in 
siring  to  express  his  thanks  for  the  honor 
given  him.  He  took  occasion  here  to 
Alma  and  Miss  Mary  L'Hommedicu, 
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Miss  Phillips  and  Miss  Kate  Phillips,  a  very  large  and  beautiful 
bouquet,  which  was  received  with  cheers. 

The  President  read — "  The  Army  of  the  Cumberland."  General 
A.  McD.  McCook  responded  in  a  neat,  appropriate  speech,  wind- 
ing up  with  song,  etc. 

General  Fairchild  proposed,  "Cn/owa/i.  M.  Day  ton,  the  gallant 
soldier,  and  the  constant  companion  of  Lieutenant-  General  Sher- 
man.''  In  response.  Colonel  Dayton  simply  acknowledged  the 
compliment,  hoping  in  future  to  maintain  the  respect,  ss  he  had 
in  the  past,  the  approval  of  his  companions. 

Colonel  Dayton  spoke  of  one,  who,  when  alive  was  known  and 
admired  for  his  many  bright  quahties  by  all,  one  who,  were  he 
with  us,  would  receive  the  friendly  hand-grasp  of  every  one,  and 
proposed,  " The  memory  of  Colonel  T.  S.  Bowers"  which  was 
drank  in  silence. 

General  McGroarty,  in  response  to  "General  Thomas,  and  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland^''  spoke  at  length,  and  with  interest, 
complimenting  the  General,  and  also  Generals  Sherman  and 
Hooker.  He  congratulated  the  Society  that  they  were  organized, 
and  regretted  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  was  not  as  much 
favored. 

Colonel  Dayton  proposed — "  The  Ladies;  indications  of  their 
taste  could  be  seen  on  all  sides,  in  the  decorations  and  the  powers 
we  have  received,  though  they  could  not  be  loith  us,  their  thoughts 
■were'in  our  enjoyments^''  General  Hickenlooper  was  called  to 
respond,  but  stating  that  the  subject  was  one  of  too  great  magni- 
tude, sat  down,  suffused  with  blushes,  and  amidst  great  cheering. 

Mr.  Read  again  recited  his  poem  "J/e«  of  the  Tennessee" 

Many  other  toasts,  speeches,  and  songs,  followed — wit  and  jokes 
abounded — all  were  joyous  and  happy,  and  seemed  to  be  certain 
there  was  to  be  no  reveille  for  to-morrow;  care  annoyed  none,  but 
happiness  per\aded  all,  and  after  a  five  hours  duration  the  ban- 
quet broke  up. 

The  President  proposed,  as  a  closing  remembrance,  "  Washing- 
ton and  Lincoln"  which  was  drank  standing,  in  silence. 

He  then,  on  motion,  pronounced  the  banquet  adjourned,  and 
companions  of  the  march,  the  battle,  and  the  feast  separated,  sing- 
ing "Auld  Lang  Syne." 

Major-GeneralJokn  A.  Rawlins, 
LiEUTENANT-CoLONEl.  L.  M.  Dayton,  President. 

Recording  Secretary. 
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Coleman,  D.  C,  Colonel  StK  Mo. 
Campbell,  S.  L.,  CapUin  8i«t  III. 
Clapman,  W.  N.,  Lieutenant  39th  O. 
Cavander,  J.  S.,  Colonel  29th  Mo. 
Cresson,  C.  C. 
Crapo,  H.  H.,  Captain  5th  O.  Cav. 

Dodds,  O.  J.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  lat  Al.  Cav. 

Dayton,  L.  M.,  Colonel,  Major-General  Sherman's  Staff. 

Dunn,  Wm.,  Captain,  General  U.  S.  Grant'*  SufT. 

DuBtin,  E.  P.,  Lieutenant  jSth  III. 

Davis,  Henry,  Surgeon. 

Dawes,  E.  C,  Major  S3rd  O. 

De  Laney,  C.  M.,  Captain  3001  O, 

Demptter,  W.  D.,  CapUin,  General  Hurlbut's  Staff,  i6th  A. 

Dunne,  Hugh,  CapUin  78th  O. 

Dillmore,  G.,  Colonel  78th  O. 

Down*,  E.  C,  Major  20th  O. 

Douglai,  J.  C,  Lieutenant-Colonel  3rd  Div.  17th  A.  C. 

Davenport,  E.  L.,  Lieutenant  30th  O. 

Ewing,  Chas.,  Brigadier -General  3rd  Div.  17th  A.  C. 
Eaton,  C.  G.,  Lieu  tenant -Colonel  ist  Div.  15th  A.  C. 
Enj-ert,  D.  Alex.,  Brigadier -General,  lit  Ky. 
Everist,  A.  M.,  Captain  18th  Mo. 
Everson,  T.  H.,  Lieutenant  47th  O. 
Everson,  Wm.  B.,  Lieutenant  47th  O. 

Fairchild,  C,  Brigadier- General,  i6tli  Wis. 

Fearing,  B.  D.,  15th  A.  C. 

Force,  M.  F.,  Major-General  tst  Div.  17th  A.  C. 

Frej-,  John  C,  Colonel  3rd  Div.  17th  A.  C. 

Fuller,  J.  W.,  Major-General  ist  Div.  17th  A.  C. 

Frohock,  Wm.  T.,  Brigadier-General,  4jth  111. 

Ferber,  C.  W.,  Captain. 

Fulten,  R.  A.,  Lieu  tenant -Colonel  53rd  O. 

Fulton,  C.  W. 

Fulten,  L.,  CapUin  53rd  O. 

Ford,  Geo.  E.,  Colonel  4th  Iowa. 

FallU,  R.  F.,  CapUin  iSth  Mo. 

Gile,  D.  H.,  Captain,  Aide-de-Camp  17th  A.  C. 
Griffin,  Chas.  E.,  Lieutenant  jth  O.  V.  C. 
Greene,  T.  S.,  Captain  47th  U.  S.  C.  Infantry. 
Garher,  M.  C,  Colonel,  Chief  %_  M.  A.  T. 
Gault,  A.  G.,  Lieutenant  78th  O. 
Gillespie,  Jno.  A.,  CapUin  78th  O. 
Gilbert,  A.  W.,  Colonel  39th  O. 
Guriitx,  A.  T.,  Lieutenant  ind  Ky.  Cav. 
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lier-General,  3r<l  Brig.  4th  Div.  t7th  A.  C. 

3nd  Div.  tjth  A.  C. 

t7th  U.  S.  Infantry. 
8ut  O. 
i«tO. 

int  5th  O.  V.  C. 
Logan'i  Staff. 


|or  15UJ  A.  C. 
th  A.C. 

:r-G«neraI,  Staff  O.  O.  Howard, 
nt  59th  tnd. 
rtO. 

t-Colonel  16th  Iowa. 
|th  O.  V.  c. 
th  O. 

General  tfth  A.  C. 
nant  5th  O.  V.  C. 
I  8i»t  O. 

Colonel  17th  A.C. 
itO. 

Staff  General  Sherman. 
M  Mo. 
3th  A.  C. 
rd  A.C. 
JthO. 
It  37th  Mo.  15th  A.  C. 

Teneral  17th  A.  C. 
ijor  Sjrd  O. 
lin  81  St  O. 

iSth  A.  C. 
id  O.  V.  C. 
th  O.  B.  i6th  A.  C. 

A.  Q4M,,  16th  A.C. 
th  Tenn.  Cav. 
)  13th  U.  S.  Infantry-. 
ithO. 

:nd  III. 
r  83d  O. 
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McGroarty,  S.  L.,  General. 

Morrii,  Joe,  C&ptain,  Heodquartert  ijth  A.  C. 

Mitee,  Joseph,  Lieutenant  53rd  III, 

Manfred,  H.,  Surgeon  tinA  Ky. 

McCooli,  Ed.  L.,  Brigadier-General,  3i8t  111. 

McCartj-,  Jno.,  Rev.,  76th  O. 

McGrew,  J.  S.,  Surgeon  4th  Tenn.  13th  A.  C. 

Murphy,  P.,  Colonel  29th  Mo.  tjth  A.  C. 

Mo«»,J.  T.,  Lieutenant  sjrd  111. 

McDill,  J.  B.,  Surgeon  63rd  O. 

McHugh,  W.  H.,  CapUin  ]3n]  Ind. 

Munson,  G.  D.,  Colonel. 

Nel«on,  Wm.,  Major  13th  U.  S.  Infantry. 

Noyes.  Ed.  F.,  Brigadier -General,  39th  O.  17th  A.  C. 

Nichols,  F.  C,  Major  i»t  Mo.  Ena.  A.  T. 

Neigh  Elias,  Lieu  ten  ant- Colonel,  Chf.  (^M.  i6th  A.  C. 

NJchoU,  Geo.  W.,  Colonel,  A.  A.  D.  C.  Sherman's  Staff. 

Nolan,  Michael,  3nd  Lieutenant. 

Norton,  W.  E.,  Captain  7th  111.  ijth  A.  C. 

Owens,  Wm.,  Captain  sth  O.  V.  C.  isth  A.  C.  , 

Peckham,  Jas.,  Colonel  39th  Mo.  ijth  A.  C. 
Pepper,  Geo.  W.,  ChapUiin  15  A,  C. 
Pwry,  A.  C,  Brigadier -General,  47th  O. 
Parker,  Colonel,  Staff  General  Grant. 
Pfonti,  Ira,  Lieutenant  nth  Iowa,  I7tb  A.  C. 
Patterun,  F.  H.,  Adjutant  10th  O.  V.  C. 
Pranty,  W.  T.,  Captain  87th  III.  13th  A.  C. 
Parrill,  Jno.  T.,  Captain  53rd  O.  ijth  A.  C. 
Pumwell,  Jno.,  Colonel  jth  O.  V.  C.  16th  A.  C. 
Pepper,  Geo.  W.,  Rev.,  80th  O.  isth  A.  C. 
Plaitz,  Jno.,  Lieutenant  3rd  Mo.  15th  A.  C. 

Rawlini,Jno  A.,  Major-General,  Chief  Staff  U.  S.  A. 
Rudolph,  Joe.,  Captain  S3rd  O.  15th  A.  C. 
Rankin,  A.  L.,  Reverend,  13th  III.  15th  A.  C. 
Rower,  Franda,  Colonel  17th  Mo.  15th  A.  C. 
Ricker,  E.  G.,  Major  sth  O.  V.  C. 
Ricker,  Alex.,  CapUin  14th  U.  S.  C. 

Stevenson,  B.  F.,  Surgeon  2ind  Ky.,  13th  A.  C. 
Smith,  (^les  A.,  Major-General  4th  Div.  17th  A.  C. 
Sullivan,  Pat.  J.,  Brigadier -General,  48th  O.  13th  A.  C~ 
Swayne,  Wager,  Major-General  U.  S.  A. 
Strong,  W.  E.,  Brigadier-General  A.  T, 
Spear,  Ed.,  Captain  15th  O.  17th  A.  C. 
Simpson,  S.  P.,  Colonel  31st  Mo.  15th  A.  C. 
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CONSTITUTION. 


The  Association  shall  be  Imown  as  "  Thb  Socibty  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee."  and  shall  include  every  officer  who  has  served  with  honor  in 
that  Army. 

Honorary  members  may  be  elected  from  thoee  who  have  served  with  honor 
and  distinction  In  any  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States. 


The  object  of  the  Society'  shall  be  to  keep  alive  and  preserve  that  kindly  and 
cordial  feeling  which  has  been  one  of  the  characteristics  of  this  Army  during 
its  career  in  the  service,  and  which  has  given  it  such  harmony  of  action,  and 
contributed,  in  no  small  degree,  to  its  glorious  achievements  In  our  country's 

The  fame  and  glory  of  alt  the  officers  belonging  to  this  Army,  who  have 
fallen  either  on  the  field  of  battle,  or  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  shall  be  a  sacred 
trust  to  this  Society,  which  shall  cauee  proper  memorials  of  their  services 
to  be  collected  and  preserved,  and  thus  transmit  their  names  with  honor  to 
posterity. 

The  families  of  all  such  officers  who  shall  be  in  indigent  circumstances  will 
have  a  claim  upon  the  generosity  of  the  Society,  and  will  be  relieved  by  the 
voluntary  contributions  of  its  members  whenever  brought  to  their  attention. 
In  like  manner,  the  fame  and  suffering  families  of  those  officers  who  may 
hereafter   be  stricken  down  by  death  shall  be  a  trust  in  the  hands  of  their 


For  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  these  objects,  the  Society  shall  be  organized 
by  the  annual  election  of  a  President  and  Vice-Presidents.  .The  Vice-Presi- 
dents to  be  chosen,  one  from  each  Army  Corps  of  the  old  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  a  Corresponding  and  a  Recording  Secretary. 

The  Society  shall  meet  once  in  every  year,  and  those  officers  who,  for  any 
cause,  are  unable  to  attend  its  meeting,  will  be  expected  to  write  to  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  the  Society,  and  impart  such  information  in  regard  to 
themselves  as  they  may  desire,  and  which  may  be  of  interest  to  their  brother 
officers.  Honoring  the  glorious  achievements  of  our  brothers-in-anns  belonging 
to  other  armies,  whose  services  have  contributed,  in  an  equal  degree,  in  the 
re -establishment  of  our  Government,  and  desiring  to  draw  closer  to  them  in 
the  bonds  of  social  feeling,  the  President  or  either  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of 
this  Society  shall  be  authorized  to  invite  the  attendance  of  any  officer  of  the 
United  States  Army  at  any  of  our  annual  meetings. 
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ents  and  (By-Laws. 


TO  THE  CONSTITUTION, 
ce  of  the  third  article  of  the  Constitution  be 


ed  by  the  annual  election  of  a  PreEident  and 
Secretary,  a  Corresponding  Secretary  and  a 


be  paid  by  each  member  to  the  Recording 
)  be  paid  by  him  to  the  Treasurer. 


I  of  the  Society   may   be   expended   by   the 
the  PresidenL     All  other  expenditures,  only 


port  to  the  annual  meeting  of  alt  receipts  and 

II  report  to  the  annual  meeting  all   money 

«d  by  him  to  the  Treasurer. 

■   shall   report   to  every   meeting  all   corre- 


ball  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  the  members 
Med  to  the  Constitution  shall  be  acted  upon 
quent  to  the  one  at  which  they  may  be  pro- 
e  dispensed  withby  a  voteof  twO'thirdsof  the 


aa  follows: 

Jie  previous  meeting. 

;s  on  business  and  for  nomination  of  officers. 


rliog,  omit  to  designate  the  time  and  place  of 
ihatt,  by  due  public  notice,  fix  the  time  and 
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SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 


PROCEEDINGS 


SOCIETY  OF  THE      KRMY   OF  THE 


Army  of  the  Tenn: 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  November  IS,  1867. 

The  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  assembled  for  its 
second  annual  meeting  at  12  M.,  in  Mercantile  Library  Hall, 
which  had  been  secured  for  the  purpose  by  the  Local  Committee 
of  Arrangements,  appointed  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  at  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  and  was  called  to  order  by  Vice-President  Major- 
General  Giles  A.  Smith,  in  the  chair  as  President  pro  tern. 

As  indicative  of  the  objects  of  the  present  meeting,  the  Secretary, 
upon  request  of  the  President,  read  the  following  call: 

Washington  Citv,  D.  C,  SefUaber  B,  1867. 
Offictra  of  tkt  Army  of  lie  Teniiesiee: 

You  are  respectfullj-  notified  that  the  second  annual  meeting  of  the 
Sodetj  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  will  be  held  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  on 
the  13th  day  of  November,  1867,  at  10  o'clock  A.  H. 

Every  officer  who  has  at  any  time  served  with  honor  in  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  is  entitled  to  membership,  and  to  all  such  an  earnest  invitation  is 
extended  to  be  present,  to  assist  in  perpetuating  its  history,  and  to  keep  ative 
that  kindly,  cordia)  and  social  feeling  which  wan  one  of  the  chief  characteris- 
tics of  that  army  during  its  glorious  and  eventful  career. 

All  necessary  arrangements  for  the  meeting  will  be  made  by  the  Local 
Committee,  resident  in  St.  Louis,  of  which  due  notice  will  be  given  through 
the  press. 

[Signed]  Major-Genbral  John  A.  Rawlins. 

LteUTBHANT-COLONBL  L.  M.  DaYTON, 

Reeordlng  Secretary. 

A.  HtCKKNI-OOPER, 

Corresponding  Secretary,  CiHciHH«ti,  O. 
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There  were  present  Vice-Presidents  Generals  Giles  A.  Smith, 
W.  W.  Belknap,  and  C.  Fairchild;  Secretary  Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton: 
Corresponding  Secretary  General  Hickenlooper;  and  about  two 
hundred  members. 

Following  an  eloquent  prayer  by  the  Rev.  H.  C.  McCook,  late 
Chaplain  of  U.  S.  volunteers,  the  President  announced  the 
Society  as  ready  for  the  transaction  of  such  business  as  might  be 
brought  for  its  consideration. 

The  records  of  the  last  annual  meeting  Were  read  by  the  Sec* 
retary,  and  by  the  Society  adopted  without  amendment. 

The  rules  of  business  were  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
the  Corresponding  Secretary  an  opportunity  to  read  the  following 
correspondence  from  absent  members: 


CiKciUJtATi,  November  10,  ISGi. 
GeiTKiiAL  J.  S.  CAverfDBR, 

Chairman  Commiltee  of  Arrangtattnls: 
General: — I  must  relinquUh  the  hope  of  toeing  at  the  meeting  this  year. 
1  am  now  holding  court,  with  jury  present,  and  case*  pressing  for  trial. 
General  Hickenlooper  will  take  on  my  report  as  Treasurer,  and  my  division 

The  meeting  of  comrades,  the  renewing  of  old  ties,  the  presence  of  the  old 

chieft,  the  warm  welcome  of  St.  Louis,  will  make  the  hours  smile  as  they 

fleet  away.     And  we  who  are  absent  will  g^ow  as  We  hear  t^  the  meeting,  and 

remember  with  pride  that  we,  too,  belong  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

Very  truly  yours, 

M.  F.  FoKCB, 

Coi.iMBVS,  O.,  Novrmbfr  9,  1867. 
Colonel  L.  M,  DaYtoN", 

Secretary  Army  of  fkt  Tennessee: 
My  Dear  Colokel: — I  have  long  been  congratulating  myself  in  antici- 
pating the  pleasure  I  should  have  in  meeting  with  my  old  comrades  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  this  Fall,  but  fate  now  eeems  to  have  decided  against  it. 
It  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  betwith  you,  which  I  regret  eicceedingly. 
Hoping  that  I  may  be  remembered  kindly  by  my  old  friends, 
I  am.  Colonel,  sincerely  youri, 

Chas,  W,  Walcvtt. 
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Davekpobt,  Iowa,  November  5,  li 
My  Dear  Colonel:— I  had  hoped,  till  to>day,  that  1  should  be  al 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  Society'  of  the  Army  of  the  Tenneisee,  but  I  i 
Must  forego  that  pleasure  in  spite  of  my  wUhes.  Please  enter  tny 
Among  the  members,  and  be  assured  of  my  hearty  sympathy  for  the  objt 
the  Society,  as  well  as  cX  my  good  will  and  friendly  feeling  for  the  cor 
present  and  absent. 

With  the  kindest  regard,  I  am  truly  vours, 

J.    H.   WlLH 

Colonel  L.  M,  Dayton, 

Sterttary  Sotitty  Army  of  tbt  Trnncistr,  St.  L«»h,  Mo. 

Fort  Philip  Kearn-ev,  D.  T.,  J^attmUr  II,  I 
General  A.  HicKBNLOorBR, 

Corresfimding  Secretary,  CiKciHKati,  O. : 
Gbnbral;— Your  notice  and  invitation  to  attend  the  second  annual  m 
of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  at   St.  Louts,  Mo.,  Nov. 
13th,  1867,  was  received  on  the  t6th  Instant. 

1  regret  that  upon  this  occasion,  as  well  as  the  first  meettnft,  1  am  an< 
Ko  far  from  the  place  of  meeting  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  me  to  attei 
earnestly  desire,  however,  to  be  remembered  by  the  Society,  and  to  assui 
of  my  best  wishes  for  its  success  and  prosperity.  I  shall  at  all  times  b< 
to  co-operate  for  that  end,  and  to  that  purpose  would  be  under  obligatio 
copy  of  proceedings  of  both  meetings,  if  published. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  E,  Smith, 

J.ate  Bvt.  MaJ.-Gen.  Commanding Srd  Bit:,  ISIh  A.  C,  Army  0/  TeUi 

CohmdtTlk  Rtg't.  U.  S.  Infantry,  and  Bvt,  Maj.-Gtm.  V.  S.  A 

State  of  Illinois,  Execitive  Departmb; 
Springpield,  NovemheT  9.  1867. 
Colonel  J.  S.  Cavender; 

Mr  Dear  Sir: — General  Brown  will  explain  to  you  why  it  is  impi 
for  me  to  accept  the  complimentary  and  honored  invitation  you  sent 
join  the  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  I  1 
Could;  am  sorry  I  can  not;  but  it  will  not  do  for  me  to  leafe  my  slcl 
even  one  day.  A  noble  Society,  for  a  noble  purpose,  composed  of  nobti 
who  knew  how  to  love  and  serve  their  country  in  the  hour  of  its  peril: 
n  be  perpetual,  and  its  members  spared  to  long  and  happy  lives. 

R.  J.  Dole! 

Selma,  Ala.,  Novembfr  10,  1 
General  A.  IIickbkloopbr, 

Correifonding  Secretary  Society  Army  of  tie  Tennnter : 

Dear  General: — I  am  very  sorrv  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  be  f 

at  the  Society  meeting  this  year.     I  can  only  extend  through  you  to 
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d  a  promise  to  be  with  yoa 

but  I  (lutll  try  to  coniole 
with  my  many  field -made 


I,  O.,  Aagmxt  4,  1857. 


I  toward  defraying  expenses 
of  the  Tennesgee,  of  which 
n  early  day  in  becoming  a 
nd  its  next  annual  meeting. 


C.  n.  Ma' 
t/v  Utajm-  80tk  O.  V.  I. 


your  notice  of  the  intended 
ny  of  the  Tennessee,  and 

ideration  of  the  meeting,  a 
of  the  Society.  It  is  that 
nemberi  of  the  Society  as 
the  Society  as  its  insignia, 
bers  to  secure  such  badge 

t  recollecllons  of  our  lives 
rmy  of  the  Tennessee,  and 
iiture  time  the  insignia  of 

:ed  as  hig'hiy  as  that  of  the 
whose  fathers  had  served 


Max.  Woodhvll, 
Army  of  lit  Teanes-te. 
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Chicago,  Noi-embtr  1£,  1867. 
Dear  Colohbl: — The  circular  reached  me  lant  evening  too  tate  to  send 
copies  to  the  morning  papers,  but  it  was  published  in  this  evening's  J'lut  and 
yomrnal,  and  will  appear  in  the  Tribune,  Repmhlican  and  Times  to-morrow. 
Ihe  13th. 

I  have  be«n  looking  forward  for  months  to  this  meeting,  expecting  and  fullv 
Intending  to  be  present,  and  now  at  the  last  moment  am  compelled  to  for^o 
the  pleasure,  and  instead  of  seeing  my  old  friends  and  comrades,  can  only  send 
my  greeting,  and  say  to  each  and  every  member  of  the  Society,  "  may  God 
bless  and  prosper  you." 

Next  year  I  hope  that  we  of  Chicago,  like  our  brothers  of  Cincinnati  and 
St.  Louis,  may  have  the  opportunity  of  bidding  the  Society  "thrice  welcome 
to  the  hearts  and  homes  of  our  people." 

With  kindest  regards  for  yourself,  Cadle  and  any  others  of  those  whom  I 
know  best. 

I  am  very  truly  yours, 

R.  H.  Mason, 
I.aU  Caflain  72ud  lilinois  Infantry. 
L  L.  M.  Dayton, 
Secretary  Society  of  Army  of  Tennessee. 


East  Saginaw,  Mich.,  Oeloier  U.  1867. 
Gbkkral  a.  HICKBN'LOOPBR, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society  of  Army  of  Temnessee,  Cincinnati,  O.: 
Dkar  Sir: — Your  circular,  notifying  me  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  second 
annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  came  to  hand 
and  was  read  with  pleasure,  for  it  is  gratilying  to  know  that  there  is  still  that 
fraternal  feeling  existing  which,  under  trials  numerous  and  severe,  we  alt  found 
in  our  army  life.  I  regret  my  inability  to  attend  the  approaching  reunion,  and 
can  only  wish  you  "God-speed." 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  E,  Fav, 
Formerly  Captain  Comfauy  "A","  SSnd  O.  V.  I. 

New  York,  October  30,  1867. 
Dear  Colokkl: — I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  General   Sherman, 
inviting  me  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
and  presuming  that  the  Genera!  has  left  for  the  Plains,  I  write  you  in  reply. 

I  am  not  entirely  master  of  my  own  time,  and  can  not  say  positively  that  1 

can  leave  here,  but  I  shall  try  to  do  so.     If  I  can  be  present,  I  will  write  you 

again.     Please  remember  me  to  any  of  my  old  friends  who  may  be  with  you. 

Yours  truly, 

H. W.  Slocum. 
COLOKBI.  L.  M.  Davton. 
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Richmond,  Va.,  Novtmbtr  8,  1867. 
Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton, 


rtbe 
-my 
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During  the  reading  of  this  correspondence  much  good  \ 
was  manifested  by  the  members  present,  at  the  kindly  anc 
pathetic  interest  that  those  absent  only  by  compulsion  man 
the  prosperity  of  the  Society. 

The  business  programme  being  resumed,  on  motion  of  G 
Hickcniooper: 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  Finance,  to  consist  of  threi 
hers,  be  appointed  by  the  President;  said  committee  tc 
authority  of  action  until  otherwise  provided  by  resolution 
Society. 

The  President  appointed  as  said  committee  Generals 
Strong,  Cassius  Fairchild,  and  John  McArthur. 

On  motion  of  General  Cavender: 

Resolved.  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  no; 
officers  for  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  President  appointed  Generals  W.  E.  Strong,  Fai 
Cavender;  Colonels  J.  C.  McCoy  and  Peckham. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  appoint  a  committee  of  th 
report  a  device  for  a  badge  for  the  Society,  said  committee  tc 
its  report  during  the  present  annual  meeting. 

The  President  appointed  Colonels  Joel,  Dayton  and  Pe 
as  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Bishop: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  th( 
ident  to  report,  during  the  present  annual  meeting,  a  desi 
seal  and  certificate  of  membership  for  the  Society. 

The  President  appointed  Colonel  Coleman,  Captain  Doj 
Major  Abbott  as  said  committee. 

The  Secretary,  Lieutenant-Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton,  asked 
to  submit  his  annual  report,  which  was  granted,  and  up 
reading,  accepted. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

RECORDING  SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

St.  Louis,  Mo,,  November  1, 
General  John  A.  Rawlins, 

Presldeal  Society  Army  of  tkt  Tennessee: 
Sir:— Agreeably  to  Par.  II.,  Sec.  II.,  Art.  U.,  of  the  By-Laws,  I  i 
make  my  annual  report  to  the  Society. 

During  the  existence  of  the  Society  to  the  present  time,  there  has  bi 
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I,  in  liquidation  of  the  permanent  fund  call,  as 
li  meeting,  an  aggre);ate  of  four  hundred  and 
:  has  also  been  paid  to  me  by  members  of  the 
aggregate  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-tuo 
1   of  live   hundred   and   eighty-»even   dollars 

■ed  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Societj',  and  I  hold 

ion  of  the  members  of  the  Society  to  the  tact 
ibution  of  five  dollars  from  each  member  as  a 
ted,  its  payment  is  almost  necessary  for  the 
dues  are  not  adequate  to  defray  the  current 
permanent  fund  may  be  made,  the  income  of 
«  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Soci- 
iual  contribution,  as  was  the  case  at  our  laet 

L,  M.  Davtok, 

Seer f  tar y. 

etary.  General  Hickenlooper,  address- 
in  addition  to  the  correspondence  he 
ike  his  annual  report.  Permission  was 
:ed,  as  follows: 

3  SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

Cincinnati,  O.,  Navembrr  I,  1867. 

f  Army  of  IMe  Tennessee: 
resolution  of  the  Society,  passed  at  our  last 
cular  to  be  prepared,  calling  upon  officers  to 
I  the  blanks  transmitted  with  the  name,  rank 
the  late  Anny  of  the  Tennessee  with  whom 
return  to  nie.  These  circulars  were  sent  to 
ist  annual  meeting,  and  to  all  others  whose 
By  this  means  I  compiled  a  list  of  about 
in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  whose  names 
pt  for  that  purpose. 

liar  was  sent,  calling  for  a  contribution  of  five 
nd  for  the  Society,  as  per  the  resolution  passed 

lis  meeting  to  publish  the  proceedings  of  the 
nember,  performed  their  duty,  and  I  distrlb- 
the  officers  whose  places  of  residence  were 
■  the  expenses  of  this  publication  having  been 
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made  b,v  the  Society,  we  endeavored  to  raise  a  sufficient  su 
untary  contribution!,  but  succeeded  only  in  part,  as  the  toi 
two  hundred  and  twenty-iour  dollorB,  all  but  twenty-nine 
tributed  by  sefcm  members  of  Ike  Society  alone — leaving 
paid  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  seventj'-sin  c( 
The  burden  of  the  correspondence  incident  lo  the  comi: 
having  fallen  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Local  Committei 
at  St.  Louis,  I  have  nothing  of  special  interest  to  report  i 
I  am,  with  respect, 

A.   Hic 

The  Secretary  asked  leave  to  present  the  annu 
Treasurer,  which  he  had;  permission  was  granted 
as  read  and  accepted,  is  as  follows: 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Cincinnati,  JV; 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society  of  tl\e  Arm; 
for  the  past  year  is  simple. 

Annual  dues  have  been  received  to  the  amount  of  one  h 
dollars.  Of  this,  eighty  dollars  were  expended  on  accr 
meeting,  and  fifteen  dollars  for  books  for  the  Recording 
spending  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  leaving  a  balance  on  I' 
dollars. 

Five  hundred  and  four  dollars  have  been  received  in  c 
permanent  fund.  The  attendance  at  the  annual  meeting 
than  the  number  for  whom  preparations  had  been  made,  t 
vote  authorized  an  appropriation  from  the  permanent  Aji 
the  unexpected  expenses  so  occasioned.  Three  hundre 
appropriated,  leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of  one  hundi 
dollars. 

There  being  no  funds  to  meet  the  expense  of  printing  tl 
Proceedings  ordered  by  the  Society,  and  the  fund  raisi 
from  severol  members  being  insufficient,  the  Publication  Ci 
menit>eTs  receiving  copies  to  forward  fitly  cents  lo  the  Ti 
five  dollars  have  been  so  received  and  paid  over  to  the  Publ 

Receipts  for  all  expenditures  are  filed  herewith. 
Balance  on  hand,  permanent  fund, 

'■  ■'  annual  dues,  ,         -         .         . 

Total, 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
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e  to  preient,  in  behalf  of  a  number 
irk,  the  report  of  a  meeting  held  by 
l^ranted,  and  the  Secretary  read  the 


f  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  now 
nd  its  vicinity,  was  held  at  Ma»onic  Hall 
It  7'^  o'ckxk  p.  M. 

r  Major  W.  W.  Leland.  and  on  hi*  motion 
tppointed  Chairman,  and  Captain  James 

-al  William  T.  Clark,  General  £d»in  S. 
ijor  George  M.  Van  Hosen  and  Captain 
resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the 

led  by  the  committee,  were  unanimouslv 

Id  associates  of  the  Tennessee  the  assurance 

on  labors,  trials,  dangers  and  victories  are 

■^ard  the  record  of  the  achievements  of 

;st  page  in  our  histories. 

SBOciations  and  affections  formed  in  the 

others,  and  regard  e^-erv  man  connected 

nd  brother. 

mrades  that  we  regret  that  we  mav   not 

^new  the  dear  old  associations,  but  although 

hem  in  the  spirit. 

te  them  to  liold  their  next  meeting  in  New 

shall  receive  in  our  city  homes  the  same 

□und  in  our  tents  in  the  field. 

Vfarsh,  General    Edwin   S.   McCook   was 

of  the  Armv  of  the  Tennessee  resident  in 

inual  meeting  at  St.  Louis  a  copv  of  the 

Wm.  S.  HlLLVBR, 


ed  placed  on  the  Secretary's  record, 
nitted  the  followhig  resohition: 
of  the  Constitution  be  so  amended 
Society  may  be  appointed  from  each 
d  meeting,  and  the  members  attend- 
i  may  select  the  Vice-President  for 
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Upon  calling  the  question,  it  was  earnestly  opposed  by  Generals 
Hickenlooper,  Belknap,  Fairchild,  Colonels  Joel,  Dayton,  and 
others,  who  were  instrumental  in  tiie  organization  of  the  Society, 
fully  explaining  its  objects  and  the  propriety  of  not  changing  the 
Constitution.     By  vote  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

The  committee  appointed  to  arrange  further  business  for  the 
miction  of  the  Society  not  being  ready  to  report,  on  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  .stand  adjourned  to  meet  in  this  hall 
at  7^  o'clock  this  evening. 


The  Society  met  put^uiint  to  adjournment,  Vice-President 
General  G.  A.  Smith  presiding.  The  Local  Committee  of 
Arrangements  had  provided  that  this  evening  should  be  a  pnbUc 
entertainment,  at  which  should  be  delivered  the  Welcome  and 
Annual  Addresses,  and  had  also  arranged  for  other  exercises. 

Tickets  of  admission  had  been  issued  by  the  Secretary,  and 
beside  the  members  present,  there  were  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
elite  of  St.  Louis,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  present  to  densely  pack 
the  hall. 

Following  music  by  the  band. 

First  in  the  order  of  exercises  was  the  Welcome  Address 
by  Dr.  E.  C,  Franklin,  formerly  a  Surgeon  in  the  15th  Corps, 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  as  follows: 

WELCOME  ADDRESS. 

Mb.  President  and  Members  of  the  Society  of  the 
Armv  of  the  Tennessee  : — On  behalf  of  the  ofSccrs  of  the 
"Old  Army  of  the  Tennessee"  resident  here,  and  in  the  name  of 
the  citizens  of  St,  Louis,  I  most  cordially  and  earnestly  welcome 
you  all  to  the  metropolitan  city  of  the  West,  where  dwell  a  larger 
number  of  officers  of  this  organization  than  is  represented  in  any 
other  city  in  the  Union. 

"The  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee"  enrolls  among 
its  members  as  citizens  of  St.  Louis  those  who,  in  the  perilous 
times  of  1861,  when  the  tocsin  of  rebellion  first  sounded,  beat 
back  the  demon  of  secession  in  its  fastness  at  Camp  Jackson,  and 
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rescued  the  State  from  anarchy  and  misrule.  Pursuing  the  retreat' 
'  '  "  ce  from  Boonevillc  to  the  southwestern 
!  same  officers  and  their  "three  months 
nmand  of  the  gallant  Lyon,  fought  the 
■the,  Dug  Spring,  and  the  bloody  con- 
hcre  the  star  of  their,  lamented   leader 

immortality, 
^ments,  on  the  7th  of  December  of  the 
(land  of  the  determined  and  indomitable 
tis  with  traitors"  save  "unconditional 
'  occurred  the  desperate  and  bloody 
ich  may  with  propriety  be  termed  the 
and  organization  of  the  Army  of  the 

1  illustrious  commander,  were  fought  in 

tant  and  decisive  battles  of  Fort  Henry, 

others,  where 

nd,  and  fool  to  foot, 

re  save  death  was  mute; 

thrust,  and  flash,  and  crj- 

'    attest    the    indomitable   courage    and 
that  animated  the  hearts  of  the  Army 

altar  of  treason,  whose  frowning  battle- 
eld  in  check  the  advancing  Union  hosts, 
rial  resources  of  millions  of  Western 
le  commerce  of  this  great  city,  at  last 
feet  of  the  ArrnV  of  the  Tennessee. 
s  stronghold  of  rebellion,  a  change  of 
iffccted,  this  same  heroic  army,  inspired 
irning  for  new  fields  of  victory,  under 
lliant  and  intrepid  Shennan,  helped  to 
the  desperate  struggle  at  Chattanooga, 
tandard  upon  the  heights  of  Missionary 
tain. 
ring_  in  the  path  of  obedience  and  duty, 

dly  rested  from  the  hard-fought  stnig- 
I  just  emerged,  moved   rapidly  forward 

forces  of  Bumsidc  at  Knoxville. 


i.y  Google 


Of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  95 

On  the  7th  of  May,  1864,  this  same  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  in 
conjunction  with  those  of  the  Cumberland  and  Ohio,  began  tljat 
memorable  series  of  continuous  and  desperate  encounters,  reach- 
ing from  Dalton  to  Atlanta,  forcing  the  enemy  from  his  great 
natural  strongholds,  and  by  severe  fighting  and  brilliant  strategic 
movements,  secured  the  possession  of  the  latter  place,  thereby 
adding  fresh  laurels  to  their  lofty  patriotism  and  undying  devotion 
to  the  cause  of  the  Union. 

These  brilliant  and  strategic  movements,  from  one  to  another 
flank  of  the  grand  army,  unexcelled  in  their  masterly  conception 
and  execution,  and  for  which  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  ac- 
quired the  sobriquet  of  "Whip  Cracker,"  gave  us  the  possession 
of  Atlanta,  and  with  it  that  thrilling  dispatch  from  the  pen  of  the 
inspired  Sherman,  "Atlanta  is  ours,  and  fairly  won,"  which  caused 
the  national  heart  to  leap  with  pulsations  of  joy,  and  stamped 
him  as  the  great  military  chieftain  of  the  age. 

In  the  battle  for  the  possession  of  Atlanta,  says  a  distinguished 
officer,  "there  were,  perhaps,  more  individual  acts  of  heroism  dis- 
played than  in  any  other  in  which  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  was 
engaged  during  the  war,"  proving  not  only  your  deep  devotion 
to  the  Union,  but  the  most  implicit  confidence  and  faith  in  your 
illustrious  leader. 

Your  fourth  commander,  that  disciplined  and  distinguished  sol- 
dier. General  O.  O.  Howard,  your  leader  in  a  dozen  battles,  and 
who  achieved  a  national  reputation  for  his  splendid  fighting  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  as  commander  of  the  nth  and  4th 
Corps  in  the  West;  whose  humane  and  christian  character  reflects 
additional  lustre  to  the  brightness  of  his  military  renown,  acquired 
increase  of  honor,  reputation  and  fame,  while  in  command  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

From  the  Mississippi  to  the  broad  Atlantic,  including  that  mem- 
orable "march  to  the  sea,"  wherever  armed  rebellion  found  a 
temporary  resting-place,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  fought  on, 
until  the  military  power  of  the  enemy  was  destroyed,  the  suprem- 
acy of  the  Government  maintained,  and  the  national  flag  floated 
in  triumph  and  splendor  over  every  State  in  the  Union. 

White  we  admire  and  applaud  the  heroism,  endurance  and  devo- 
tion to  country  that  inspired  the  hearts  of  those  brave  and  gallant 
men  who  composed  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  let  us  not  forget 
the  kindred  virtues  that  animated  the  various  armies  engaged  in 
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tence;  and  most  of  all,  let  us 
parted  and  honored  braves  ' 


R  dead  lie  the  ashes  of  your 
>le  and  scholarly  McPhcrson, 
crs,  and  the  only  army  com- 
I  in  battle:  of  whom  it  may 
nee  guard  of  celestials  to  a 
than  falls  to  the  lot  of  mor- 
y  of  immortals,  the  spirits  of 
md  spurred  for  that  higher 
ived,  in  his  own  native  land, 
he  Government  restored,  like 
utcd  this  Society  as  a  monu- 

and  perpetuate  the  mutual 
nd  brotherly  love,  cemented 
Iships  encountered  in  achiev- 
cnt  and  establishing  its  rank 

I  Icn^;  and  thou, 
)ur  Sherman's  brow; 
•ing  with  pride 
ind  wide." 


e  to  these  heroes  here  assem- 
inew,  you  are  thrice  welcome 
ns  of  St.  Louis. 

:ame  a  piece  of  music  by  the 
to  the  audience  Lieutenant - 
IS  received  with  prolonged 
ered  the  Annual  Address  as 
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ADDRESS  OF  GENERAL  SHERMAN. 

Mr.  President,  Co.mrades  and  Friends: — Five  days  ago  I 
was  far  away,  near  the  base  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  when  a 
brief  dispatch  from  General  Cavender  told  me  that  you  expected 
me  here  on  this  occasion,  to  deliver  the  formal  annual  address. 


Though  the  task  is  one  that  I  would  have  avoided,  and  is  such 
as  I  never  before  attempted  In  my  life,  yet  I  feel  under  so  many 
obligations  to  you  that  I  must  venture,  even  at  the  risk  of  being 
misunderstood  by  the  outside  world.  Many  and  many  a  time 
have  you  responded  to  my  call,  under  far  less  pleasing  circum- 
stances, and  it  is  but  just  and  fair  that  I  should  now  reciprocate, 
trusting  to  your  charitable  consideration.  I  should  even  now  be 
at  Fort  Laramie,  at  an  Indian  council,  but  am  indebted  to  the 
courtesy  of  my  colleagues  of  the  Peace  Commission,  and  more 
especially  to  the  personal  kindness  of  General  Augur,  who  repre- 
sents  me  there,  for  the  opportunity  of  being  here  this  night. 

It  is  a  high  privilege  for  me  thus  to  meet  my  old  comrades  once 
more,  in  health  and  comfort,  here  at  my  own  home  in  St.  Louis, 
in  the  midst  of  peace,  plenty  and  all  the  luxuries  of  civilization, 
instead  of  far  away  in  the  distant  camps  of  the  South,  surrounded 
by  all  the  pomp  and  circumstance  of  glorious  war;  and  it  is  right 
we  should  thus  meet  again,  to  keep  alive  the  memories  of  those 
days  and  of  those  events,  which  are  not  only  woven  into  our  very 
natures,  but  into  the  history  of  our  country  itself. 

It  was  not  my  good  fortune  to  be  present  at  your  meeting 
last  year  in  Cincinnati,  but  I  have  read  in  print  the  address  of  our 
President,  General  Rawlins,  which  so  fully  and  clearly  describes 
the  history  of  this  Society  and  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
that  a  further  attempt  on  my  part  would  be  superfluous;  and  if 
now  I  touch  on  some  of  the  leading  points,  it  will  be  simply  to  fill 
a  gap,  or  to  illustrate  the  subject  of  my  discourse. 

But  little  over  six  years  ago,  in  the  memorable  year  1861,  we 
were  startled  by  the  gathering  clouds  which  portended  civil  war; 
but  so  accustomed  had  ourpeople  become  (atthc  North  especially), 
to  the  war-like  language  of  the  press,  that  few  realized  the  real 
danger.  Our  people  could  not  believe  that  any  part  of  them  had 
cause  to  rebel  against  a  government  so  mild  and  paternal  in  its 
nature;  bgt  all  at  once  the  storm-cloud  burst  over  Fort  Sumter, 
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in  Charleston  harbor,  and  then  our  Northern  masses  rose  in 
majestic  earnestness,  determined  to  rescue  the  country  from  the 
threatened  danger,  cost  what  it  might.  Regiment  after  regiment 
came  pouring  into  existence,  strong  in  muscle,  determined  in  pur- 
pose, but  ignorant  as  children  of  all  the  stern  requirements  of  war. 

Casting  Qur  eyes  to  the  South,  we  beheld  about  one-third  of  our 
people,  occupying  nearly  one-half  of  our  settled  territory,  arrayed 
in  open,  defiant  revolution  to  the  national  authority,  and  who  had, 
after  long  seeming  preparation,  seized  upon  the  national  mints, 
custom  houses,  navy  yards,  arsenals  and  forts;  had  deliberately 
organized  a  separate  government,  and  set  up  a  claim  to  be  recog- 
nized as  an  independent  power  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
Before  their  purpose  had  been  divined  or  could  be  prevented,  thej- 
had  organized  their  people  into  a  strong  military  order,  and  had 
built  a  continuous  line  of  forts  and  camps  from  the  Potomac  to  the 
plains  of  the  West,  barring  our  passage  down  the  Mississippi  and 
to  the  South.  There,  in  defiance,  they  boldly  challenged  our 
advance. 

Whilst  our  parlor  knights,  bold  in  words  but  not  in  deeds,  were 
ciying  aloud,  "on  to  Richmond,"  "break  the  back  bone  of  the 
rebellion,"  "crush  the  monster  in  the  bud,"'  and  other  harmless, 
general  expressions  of  more  sound  than  fury,  quietly,  without 
noise  or  confusion,  without  boasting  or  bluster,  without  the  sound 
of  the  trumpet  or  the  press,  an  army,  mostlj-  of  Western  men,  had 
assembled  at  Cairo  and  Paducah  under  the  leadership  of  him 
whom  wc  still  delight  to  call  our  chief,  embarked  upon  their  frail 
steamboats,  and  convoyed  by  the  gallant  navy  under  Commodore 
Foote,  turned  their  course  up  the  Tennessee  river  and  assumed 
the  proud  title  of  the  "Army  of  the  Tennessee." 

Hardly  was  the  fact  known  before  the  whole  country  was  elec- 
trified by  the  glad  tidings  that  Henry  and  Donelson  had  fallen; 
that  the  boasted  rebel  line  was  broken  in  twain,  and  that  its  ends 
and  fragments  had  been  loosened  and  were  falling  back  in  con- 
fusion to  a  safer  place. 

Then,  on  to  Shiloh,  where  we  fought  the  rebels  one  of  those 
hard  and  bloodj-  battles  worthy  to  be  called  an  epoch  in  the  war 
itself ;  and,  with  the  aid  of  our  comrade  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
we  drove  them  back  and  beyond  their  second  chosen  line,  at 
Corinth.  Here  these  two  armies,  destined  to  play  so  important  a 
part  in  the  future  war,  parted  for  a  time — the  one  eastward  and 
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the  other  westward,  looking  to  that  majestic  artery  of  our  country, 
the  Mississippi  river. 

The  navy,  ever  bold  and  gallant,  aiding  us  on  land,  and  follow- 
ing up  quickly  all  successes,  had  pushed  down  the  Mississippi, 
and,  like  the  swoop  of  an  eagle,  had  pounced  upon  and  crushed 
at  a  single  blow  the  rebel  fleet  at  Memphis.  Then,  on  to  Vicks- 
burg!  But  her  Gibraltar-like  walls,  crowned  by  battery  on  battery, 
barred  their  passage  and  detied  assault.  Again  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  was  put  in  motion,  and  after  a  whole  year  of  toil  and 
battle,  varied  in  adventure  that  would  fill  a  volume,  that  renowned 
fortress  succumbed  at  last  to  the  army  and  navy,  led  by  two  heroes 
that  have  no  superiors  in  any  country,  and  both  of  whom  still  live 
to  reap  the  reward  of  their  labors — Grant  and  Porter.  That 
Fourth  of  July  of  1863  thus  became  doubly  glorious  in  our  coun- 
try's calendar. 

It  was  not  for  all  of  us  to  celebrate  that  day  in  wine  and  rejoic- 
ing, for  some  of  us  had  to  content  ourselves  with  water  taken  from 
those  dirty  ponds  about  Jackson,  poisoned  by  the  dead  carcasses 
of  a  fleeing  army;  but  others  of  you  did  behold  our  flag  arise  on 
that  white  court  house  in  Vicksburg,  which  had  so  long  been  the 
target  for  our  artillery,  and  that  other  scene  of  exquisite  interest, 
when  every  gunboat  and  every  steamer  came  pouring  out  from 
nook  and  cove  above,  and  from  the  dark  waters  of  the  deadly 
Yazoo,  and  hurried  down  to  that  levee  where  for  so  long  a  time 
they  had  been  strangers. 

I  have  often  thought  in  my  dreams  of  the  "Luminary,"  bright 
as  a  fairy,  decked  off  with  her  flags,  and  steaming  down  the  turbid 
waters  of  the  Mississippi,  proclaiming  to  the  world  that  that  great 
river  was  again  free,  and  that  her  waters  went  "unvexed  to  the 
sea." 

You,  nor  I,  nor  any  of  us,  will  again  experience  the  joy  of  that 
day,  and  if  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  had  then  gone  out  of  exist- 
ence the  people  of  this  country  would  owe  us  a  debt  of  gratitude 
hard  to  repay. 

But  the  end  was  not  yet.  Our  comrade  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, far  away  in  the  mountains  of  East  Tennessee,  called  for  help, 
and  we  had  to  go.  Through  forests,  over  rivers,  through  the  mud 
and  over  the  rocks,  we  paused  not  till  Lookout  Mountain,  with  its 
rebel  batteries,  frowned  down  upon  us  and  upon  our  beleaguered 
comrades  in  Chattanooga.    You  remember,  I  was  summoned  ahead 
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'  "  ant  in  Chattanooga,  and  I  recall  my  feel- 
lim  on  the  parapet  of  Fort  Wood,  he 
ircling  rebel  camps,  with  their  pickets 
:8r,  broad  daylight,  close  up  to  our  lines. 
oops  were  closely  besieged,  and  that  our 
such  close  quarters,  only  awaited  your 
I  knot,  and  set  his  army  free. 
lat,  after  receiving  his  orders,  I  hastened 
Report,  pulling  an  oar  myself  one  bright 
hose  thirty  miles  of  river,  and  without 
rest  I  hurried  you  forward.  You  know 
:ed  behind  those  hills,  and  laid  that  pon- 
amatiga  at  night,  and  hastily  marched  to 
je,  the  prolongation  of  Bragg's  line  of 
'e  was  not  room  there  for  us  both,  and  one 
1  not  the  remotest  intention  of  going,  and 
rap  which  our  General  had  set  for  him. 
:r  as  against  us  to  such  an  extent  that 
of  the  Cumberland,  burst  out  of  his  old 
t  the  rebel  host  olT  that  Mission  Ridge, 
broken  fragments  had  escaped  beyond 
,  masters  in  the  Tennessee  valley. 
he  pui-suit,  and  finding  ourselves  in  the 
e,  and  knowing  the  poverty  of  the  store- 
got  leave  to  conduct  you  up  to  the 
en  of  the  old  Cherokees,  where  I  hoped 
at  least,  cornstalks  for  our  horses.  But 
at  river  when  Wilson,  the  ever  messen- 
eartng  letters  to  me  from  General  Grant, 
:all  on  us  for  more  marching,  but  there 
were  already  fifty  miles  in  the  direction 
nside  was  closely  besieged  by  the  rebel 
;lp.  At  the  time  our  men  were  in  decid- 
r — our  haversacks,  with  the  "old  three 
"  had  already  been  drawn  out  to  seven; 
hesitation,  and  we  went  on  to  Knoxville 
m  his  pressing  danger.  If  on  that  occa- 
on  our  Union  friends  of  East  Tennessee, 
;he  fact  that  they  had  as  much  interest  in 
to  our  rebel  friends,  they  knew  that  we. 
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■who  were  engaged  in  a  national  work,  ought  not  to  suffer  ft 
a& long  as  they  had  any. 

It  will  not  do  for  me  to  dwell  on  these  interesting  tim 
there  is  one  point  of  history  so  often  misstated  that  I  will  v 
a  correction.  You  all  remember  that  in  the  winter  of  i8 
left  the  15th  Corps  and  part  of  the  i6th  encamped  along  tl 
Toad  from  Huntsville  to  Stevenson,  whilst  I,  almost  alone,  re 
by  river  to  Memphis  and  Vicksburg,  whence,  with  McP 
and  Hurlbut,  we  made  that  Meridian  excursion.  The  sc 
exclusive  object  of  that  winter  march  was  to  prepare  i 
coming  grand  campaign  of  1S64,  to  drive  back  the  rebel  a 
General  Polk  out  of  Mississippi,  and  to  break  up  all  ra 
there,  more  especially  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  road,  so  that  the 
could  not  again  threaten  the  safety  of  the  Mississippi  river- 
was  deemed  vital  to  our  cause — by  anything  but  mere  c 
dashes,  such  as  Forrest  was  accustomed  to  make,  tempoi 
their  nature.  Of  course,  I  gave  out  extensively  that  Vfe 
destined  for  Mobile  or  for  Montgomery,  but  I  had  no  inten 
going  further  than  Meridian;  and  when  we  had  accomplish 
we  returned  to  the  river  at  our  leisure. 

This  enabled  me  to  spare  to  General  Banks  the  two  Di 
«f  Generals  A.J.  Smith  and  Mower,  and  also  to  draw  fr 
river  General  McPherson,  with  the  three  Divisions  of  ^ 
Leggett,  and  Gresham  (afterward  Giles  A.  Smith),  all  of 
afterward  shared  with  us  the  glories  of  the  succeeding  bai 
the  war. 

I  have  reason  to  know,  also,  that  the  breaches  we  made 
railroads  about  Meridian  were  not  fully  repaired  by  the  rebe 
ing  the  war,  and  that  they  were  one  of  the  causes  which, 
next  winter,  compelled  Hood  to  delay  about  Florence  a 
month,  waiting  for  his  clothing  and  ammunition,  giving  to  G 
Thomas  the  very  time  he  needed  to  collect  the  force  neces 
whip  him  on  arrival  before  Nashville,  including  the  two  olc 
ions  of  our  Aimy  of  the  Tennessee,  which,  under  A.  J.  Smi 
Mower,  had  fully  sustained  the  reputation  of  this  army,  to 
they  rightfully  belonged. 

I  would  like  thus  to  go  on  and  trace  the  career  of  this,  ourg 
army,  through  those  eventful  times  of  1864  and  1865,  from  t 
dash  through  Snake  Creek  Gap  to  Resaca,  to  Kingston,  t 
Hope;  Dallas  and  Kenesaw  to  the  Chattahoochie;  around  I: 
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well  to  Decatur,  to  Atlanta — where  our  beloved  McPherson  fell — 
to  Savannah,  to  Salekhatchie  and  Columbia,  to  Fayettcville  and 
GoUlsboro,  to  Raleigh  and  Durham  Station, and  last  to  the  Capital 
of  our  country,  .near  two  thousand  miles  of  continuous  marching; 
but  the  time  will  not  permit  m«  to  do  justic:e  to  %o  interesting  a 
subject. 

But  I  will  here,  again,  on  this  public  occasion,  renew  my  full  and 
willing  testimony  to  the  noble  spirit  that  always  animated  this 
army;  its  career  was  ever  onward — never  checked — always  vic- 
torious. So  rapid  in  motion,  so  eager  to  strike,  it  deserved  its 
name  of  the  '"whip-lash."  Swung  from  one  flank  to  the  other  as 
danger  called,  night  or  day,  sunshine  or  storm,  I  sometimes  feared 
you  thought  your  old  commander  was  hard  and  unfeeling;  but 
now,  that  it  is  all  over,  now  that  the  fatigue  is  forgotten,  I  have 
no  fear  that  one  of  you  would  willingly  spare  a  single  leaf  from 
the  cliaplet  of  the  past.     [Applause] 

History,  with  its  busy  fingers,  is  already  gathering  all  these 
events,  and  loading  our  shelves  with  its  volumes;  but  to  lis,  the 
living  actors  and  witnesses,  how  feeble  seem  the  pictures  they 
have  drawn!  Who  but  a  living  witness  can  imagine  those  scenes 
on  Shiloh  field,  when  our  wounded  men,  mingled  with  rebels, 
charred  and  blackened  by  the  burning  tents  and  grass,  were 
crawling  about  begging  for  some  one  to  end  their  misery?  Who 
can  describe  the  plunging  shot'  shattering  the  strong  oak  as  with 
a  thunderbolt,  and  beating  down  horse  and  rider  to  the  ground  ? 
Who  but  one  that  has  felt  them  can  describe  the  shxing  m'lnma 
ball,  which  does  its  work  so  neatly  and  so  well.'  Who  can  describe 
that  last  look  of  the  stricken  soldier  as  he  appeals  for  a  help  that 
man  can  not  give?  or  who  the  dread  scenes  at  the  surgeon's  table, 
or  at  the  burial  trench? 

What  artist  will  attempt  .that  night  scene,  when  the  gunboats 
and  transports  ran  the  batteries  of  Vicksburg?  That  long  black 
tine  of  iron-clads,  followed  by  the  frail  transports,  in  darkness  and 
silence — hardly  a  ripple  or  breath  heard — when,  as  by  the  light- 
ning's flash,  the  whole  sky  was  lit  up  by  the  bonfires  and  burning 
buildings  on  shore,  illuminating  city  and  fleet,  and  making  every 
floating  object  a  target  for  those  terrible  batteries. 

Who  will  attempt  to  paint  that  grand  panorama  of  the  battle  at 
Chattanooga,  with  its  ten  miles  of  continuous  fire,  plainly  visible 
from  our  hill,  just  before  the  setting  of  the  sun. 
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Or  who  but  the  poet  would  venture  to  express  that  intense 
feeling  of  joy  which  pervaded  all  minds  when,  at  our  camp  at 
Lovejoy's,  we  heard  in  the  distance  the  faint  reverberations  of 
the  exploding  niagazines  of  Atlanta  thut  told  us  the  rehels  were 
evacuating  the  city,  and  that  at  last  we  had  reached  the  goal 
assigned  us  in  that  grand  drama  of  war,  which  extended  over  a 
whole  continent. 

I  have  always  wished  that  some  artist  like  Bierstadt  or  Kauf- 
man could  have  stood  by  my  side  on  Kenesaw,  that  beautiful  Octo- 
ber morning,  and  fixed  on  canvas  that  picture  of  the  vast  forest 
at  our  feet,  with  its  bright  autumnal  foliage,  and  the  long  lines  of 
soldiers  pointing  toward  Dallas,  whilst  in  the  far  off  distance  was 
Alatoona,  begirt  with  the  white  smoke  of  the  rebel  assault,  and 
the  occasional  glimpse  of  the  little  signal  flag  through  an  embra- 
sure, which  told  me,  through  the  skillful  officer  by  my  side,  that 
Corse  was  there,  and,  consequently,  tliat  the  place  was  safe. 

Or  better  still,  that  a  Beard  or  Healy  could  have  caught  that 
gorgeous  picture  as  we  rode  out  of  Atlanta  that  beautiful  morn- 
ing in  November.and  turned  to  look  at  Atlanta  smouldering  in  its 
ruins,  whilst  long  lines  of  soldiers,  with  their  white  topped  wagons, 
were  starting  southward,  they  knew  not  whither,  and  the  whole 
air  resounded  with  the  favorite  anthem  of  "John  Brown's  soul 
goes  marching  on,"  taken  up  from  the  band  by  the  marching 
columns  as  by  a  common  instinct. 

Or  who  will  attempt  the  scene  when  Hazen's  old  Division  (my 
own  at  Shiloh),  after  long  weeks  and  months  of  perilous  marching 
down  to  the  sea,  walked  with  colors  flying,  and  dressed  by 
brigades  on  the  center,  right  into  Fort  McAllister,  and  the  loud 
shouts  of  his  men  reached  us  across  those  rice  fields,  and  were 
carried  back  to  our  main  camps,  telling  them  that  our  fleet  was 
gained,  and  that  Savannah's  fate  was  sealed?     [Applause] 

Or  who  but  one  that  was  present  can  feel  the  magic  effects  of 
that  shrill  steam  whistle  when  the  little  tug  Davidson  came  up 
Cape  Fear  river  to  us  at  Fayettcville,  and  the  wild  yells  of  our 
men  told  us  that  every  man  realized  that  it  was  a  messenger  from 

Who  does  not  remember  the  heartfelt  joy  when  at  Smithfleld 
we  heard  the  glad  tidings  that  Richmond  had  fallen  [applause]; 
that  Lee  was  in  full  retreat —  followed  so  soon  by  the  news  of  his 
surrender?     [Cheers.] 
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But  in  our  varied  experience  we  had  at  times  to  drink  of  the  bitter 

e  .i„„.i,  — 1  iggg      [)(,  j.Q^  suppose  any  one  can  describe  to 

uish  of  that  moment  when  McPherson,  who  had 
ous  health,  was  brought  back  »nd  laid  dead  at 

terrific  yell  when  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
r  noble  commander,  whom  they  loved  so  well, 
n  be  seen  in  life,  and  that  to  tliem  was  consigned 

revenge? 

when  at  Raleigh,  the  sad  tidings  came,  and  hung 
lays  hke  a  pall,  that  Mr.  Lincoln,  our  beloved 
een  ase^assinated  by  the  cowardly  viUian  Booth. 
blc  when  I  think  what  might  have  befallen  the 
h  had  not  our  men  been  long  schooled  in  the 
r  a  bloody  war.  Oh!  how  we  had  alt  looked 
ay  when  /ic  should  come  forth  to  meet  us,  with 
beaming  eye,  [applause,]  to  welcome  us  back 
;s,  after  our  long  and  devious  wanderings;  but 
;d  for  him,  and  another  did  it  in  his  stead,  whilst 
stood  by.  to  proclaim  with  shouts  of  joy,  "  Well 
lithful  soldiers,"  and  now,  I,  your  old  commander, 
ore  than  two  years,  re-echo  the  same  sentiment, 
1  have  your  reward,  not  in  money  or  precious 
is  and  houses,  but  in  the  consciousness  of  a  noble 
nd  in  the  possession  of  these  priceless  memories 
more  and  more  precious  as  time  rolls  on.  The 
icn  not  a  man  in  this  land  of  ours  but  would 
s  wealth,  could  he  say,  like  you,  that  he,  too,  was 
e  Tennessee,  [cheers,]  and  could  tell  his  children 
I  the  first  hostile  shot  at  Fort  Henry  and  the  last 
>t  Raleigh. 

on,  my  friends,  for  hours,  and  recall  from  the 
ns  of  deep  interest  to  us  all;  but  we  live  in  a  busy 
it  pause  or  stop  for  us.  The  seasons  follow  each 
xcssion,  the  sun  pursues  his  endless  course,  and 
/ive  must  plod  on  to  our  appointed  time,  and 
iresent  and  grapple  with  the  future.  Therefore, 
;rsonal  risk,  I  feel  compelled  to  deal  with  them, 
en  asked  by  my  fellow -soldiers,  when  troubled 
the  disturbed  condition  of  things  at  the  South, 

our  labors  had  not  been  in  vain,  whether  we 
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might  not  again  be  called  on  to  repeat  the  scenes  of  1863  and 
1864,  or  whether  the  rebels,  defeated  in  battle,  might  not,  in  the 
hurly-burly  of  time  and  pohtics,  regain  their  "  lost  cause"  and  their 
lost  pride. 

On  these  points  I  feel  no  great  solicitude,  but  whether  I  can 
convey  to  your  minds  the  same  conviction,  I  will  not  say.  His- 
tory rarely  goes  backward,  and  events  in  the  past  are  usually 
as  real  as  the  granite  rock  on  which  we  stand.  Surely  no  men 
ever  had  a  more  glorious  cause  than  we,  and  never,  in  my  judg- 
ment, did  war  so  completely  fulfill  its  natural  office.  When  we 
laid  down  our  arms,  and  each  man  returned  to  his  chosen  vocation, 
not  an  armed  rebel  remained  to  question  the  national  authority — 
and  if  perfect  subordination  and  tranquility  have  not  resulted,  we 
must  look  for  the  cause,  in  the  nature  of  things,  or  in  the  civil 
administration  of  our  Government.  The  former  lays  within  my 
province,  but  the  latter  is  not  a  fair  topic  of  discussion  for  the 
soldier,  ivho  is  sworn  to  obey  the  laws  of  his  country  duly  enacted, 
and  the  orders  of  his  superiors. 

That  questions  of  great  interest  should  have  resulted  from  our 
war  was  to  be  expected — such  as  concern  the  rights  of  States,  and 
the  rights  of  citizens  therein.  On  these  questions,  you  who  were 
formerly  officers  and  soldiers,  but  are  now  citizens,  should  form 
and  express  your  opinions  as  freemen,  unbiased  by  the  clamor  of 
the  hour,  and  should  leave  to  others  an  equal  right,  bearing  in 
mind  that  there  is  room  for  doubt,  and  that  men  may  differ,  and 
differ  widely,  and  yet  be  honest;  but  when  a  conclusion  is  once 
arrived  at  by  due  course  of  law,  the  subject  Is  no  longer  an  open 
question  for  discussion,  but  should  be  submitted  to,  simply  because 
it  is  the  law  of  the  land.  [Applause.]  Each  and  every  one  of 
you  can  recall  periods  in  your  own  history,  when  you  supposed 
those  in  authority  were  acting  wrong;  hut  by  a  patient,  silent  dis- 
charge of  your  own  clearly  defined  duty,  you  saw  these  doubts 
and  confusions  clear  away  like  a  mist  cloud,  and  reveal  to  you  the 
truth  triumphant.  So  will  it  be  in  your  civil  experience,  when  a 
similar  acquiescence  in  events  will  produce  the  same  result.  But, 
for  a  more  comprehensive  understanding  of  these  important 
questions,  we  must  turn  from  our  limited  experience  to  that  of 
others,  as  recorded  in  history. 

Dr.  Draper,  an  eminent  American  author,  has  likened  the  growth 
of  a  people,  or  of  a  nation,  to  that  of  the  human  bod-,  and  has 
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ehown  that  its  intellectual  and  political  development  are  governed 
by  natural  lawrs  as  clear  of  (}emonstration  as  those  of  any  phj'sical 
science. 

He  also  likens  our  system  of  government  to  that  of  the  sun, 
which  first  in  the  beginning  was  a  mere  confused  mass  of  nebu- 
lous matter  and  force. 

By  natural  operations,  a  condensation  ensued,  and  one  after 
another,  writh  mathematical  precision,  orb  after  orb  was  cast  olf 
from  the  revolving  mass,  and  a  family  of  worlds,  the  solar  system, 
arose. 

Round  the  central  sun,  these  obedient  worlds,  with  all  their 
servitor  satellites,  pursue  their  course.  There  was  no  hanging  ' 
back  in  the  movement — no  vagrant,  wanton  wandering — no  revolt. 
Through  unutterable  ages  the  union  was  as  now,  an  exbibition  of 
inconceivable  energy,  mathematical  precision,  paramount  and 
predominating  law. 

He  further  pursues  the  comparison,  that,  inasmuch  as  ever)' 
atom  of  matter  has  its  just  influence  in  the  system,  so  every  State, 
every  county,  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  and  every  conceiv- 
able human  interest  has  its  just  influence  under  our  system. 

But,  unfortunately,  man,  in  individual  or  in  the  aggregate, 
is  not  a  mere  passive  subject.  Though  endowed  with  a  vitality 
capable  of  infinite  good,  he  is  liable  to  wide  aberrations  which 
often  lead  him  far  astray,  and  he  is  brought  back  to  his  true  orbit 
only  by  a  slow  process,  or  by  a  sudden  shock,  such  as  war. 

I  need  not  attempt  to  apply  these  principles  to  the  history  of 
our  own  country,  with  which  you  are  as  familiar  as  I  am,  but  will 
simply  recall  to  your  memories,  that  in  the  beginning  of  coloniza- 
tion, slavery  on  this  continent  was  universal.  Fertile  lands  and 
rich  mines  abounded  everywhere,  and  compulsory  or  slave  labor 
resulted  as  a  matter  of  self  interest — not  confined  to  the  colonies  of 
England  alone,  nor  to  those  of  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Sweden, 
or  Holland.  As  a  general  rule  the  colonists  resisted,  as  far  as 
they  were  able  to  do,  but  they  were  always  overruled  by  the  mer- 
chants and  proprietors  abroad,  who  demanded  quick  and  large 
returns  for  their  money  investments. 

As  early  as  1761,  an  hundred  years  before  our  civil  war,  Virginia, 
under  the  influence  of  Richard  Henry  Lee,  attempted  to  stop  the 
importation  of  slaves  by  a  prohibitory  duty,  but  her  action  was 
vetoed  in  England.      In   South  Carohna  a  simitar  attempt   was 
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made,  with  a  like  result.  In  Georgia,  General  Oglethorpe  began  his 
colony  for  the  express  purpose  of  limiting  the  extension  of  slavery 
in  that  direction.  Still  later,  at  the  time  of  our  Revolutionary 
war,  the  sentiment  opposed  to  the  institution  of  slavery  was  nearly 
universal,  so  much  so  that  the  slave  trade  was  prohibited  after 
iSoS,  and  the  word  slave  was  not  written  at  all  in  our  Constitution. 
Slavery  would  surely  have  been  extinguished  in  this  country  by 
a  gradual  and  natural  process,  and  we  might  have  been  spared 
our  civil  war,  had  not  other  causes  come  into  play.  It  was  found 
that  the  soil  and  climate  of  the  Southern  States  were  admirably 
adapted  to  the  growth  of  cotton.  The  power  of  steam  was  dis- 
covered and  applied  to  machinery  of  all  kinds,  especially  in  Old 
and  New  England,  and  Eli  Whitney,  of  Massachusetts,  invented 
his  cotton  gin.  These  created  an  immense  demand  for  the  staple, 
and  seem  to  have  changed  the  whole  current  of  public  opinion. 
The  invention  of  the  cotton  gin  did  more  to  fix  slavery  upon  us 
than  any  amount  of  prohibitory  legislation,  or  any  amount  of  anti- 
slavery  agitation;  so  that  I  have  always  felt  that  both  Old  England 
and  New  England  had  much  to  do  in  fastening  slavery  upon  us 
as  a  people,  and  should  have  a  just  share  in  the  responsibility  for 
its  baneful  result.  Under  these  influences  cotton  became  a  power 
in  the  land.  It  was  proud,  arrogant,  and  claimed  to  be  king. 
It  dictated  its  terms  and  threatened  war  unless  its  imperious 
demands  were  granted.  It  claimed  the  right  to  go  where  it  pleased, 
and  to  extend  itself  over  lands  such  as  Kansas  and  California,  not 
adapted  to  it,  or  to  slave  labor  at  all,  and  at  last  it  rebelled  and  set 
up  a  government  of  its  own,  whose  very  corner  stones  were 
cotton  and  slavery.  Nothing  on  earth  could  justify  such  a  rebel- 
lion, and  I  only  mention  these  facts  in  the  past  to  show  that  others 
than  the  people  of  the  South  were  partially  responsible,  and  should 
share  the  natural  consequences  of  their  own  acts.  [Applause.] 
And  I,  born  of  Connecticut  parents,  bearing  in  affectionate 
remembrance  the  virtues  of  my  honored  ancestors,  and  yielding 
to  no  man  in  admiration  of  the  intelligence,  refinement.  Industry, 
and  thrift  of  the  people  of  New  England,  do  honestly  believe 
that  they,  in  common  with  all  the  great  North  who  shared  in  the 
original  causes,  and  enjoyed  a  large  part  of  the  profits  resulting 
from  cotton  and  slave  labor,  should  be  charitable  and  liberal  in  the 
final  distribution  of  the  natural  penalties.  [Applause.]  If  slavery 
then  was  the  real  cause  of  our  civil  war,  or  even  the  pretext  for 
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it,  and  if  children  must  inherit  the  sins  of  their  fathers  even 
unto  the  third  or  fourth  generation,  then  none  of  us  who  trace 
our  origin  back  to  the  earlier  days  of  this  Republic  can  escape 
this  mathematical  and  philosophical  conclusion,  or,  in  the  language 
of  Dr.  Draper:  "Guilty  then,  both  of  us,  in  the  sight  of  God. 
Let  us  not  vex  each  other  with  mutual  crimination,  but  bear  our 
punishment  with  humihty." 

How  has  this  punishment  been  partitioned  by  the  result  of  this 
war?  We  of  the  North  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  fathers,  broth- 
ers, sons  and  friends,  and  are  burdened  with  a  vast  national  debt, 
binding  on  us  in  fact,  in  law,  and  in  honor,  never,  I  hope,  to  be 
questioned  by  any.  honorable  man  in  America  till  every  cent  is 
paid. 

Look  to  the  South,  and  you  who  went  with  me  through  that 
land  can  best  say  if  they,  too,  have  not  been  fearfully  punished. 
Mourning  in  every  household;  desolation  written  in  hard  charac- 
ters across  the  whole  face  of  their  country;  cities  in  ashes,  and 
fields  laid  ^vaste;  their  commerce  gone;  their  system  of  labor 
annihilated  and  destroyed;  ruin,  poverty  and  distress  everywhere, 
and  now  pestilence  adding  the  cap-sheaf  to  their  stack  of  misery; 
her  proud  men  begging  for  pardon,  and  appealing  for  permission 
to  raise  food  for  their  children  ;  her  four  millions  of  slaves  free, 
and  the  value  lost  to  their  former  masters  forever. 

How  any  Southern  gentleman,  with  these  facts,  plain  and  patpa^ 
ble  everjwhere,  staring  him  in  the  face,  and  recorded  forever  in  the 
book  of  history,  can  still  boast  of  his  "lost  cause,"  or  speak  of  it  in 
language  other  than  that  of  shame  and  sorrow,  passes  my  under- 
standing; and,  instead  of  being  revived,  I  know  that  their  lost 
cause  will  sink  deeper  and  deeper  into  infamy  as  time  more  keenly 
probes  its  hidden  mysteries,  and  reveals  them  to  the  light  of  dav. 
[Loud  applause.] 

Now  that  slavery  is  gone,  and  gone  forever,  with  its  unhappy 
wrecks  left  behind,  and  all  danger  is  passed  of  any  set  of  men 
again  appealing  to  war  when  they  have  courts  to  secure  their 
rights  and  redress  their  vtrrongs,  I  would  trust  our  national  des- 
tiny again  to  those  grand  old  natural  laws  which  raised  our 
country  through  the  long,  tedious  vassalage  of  colonization;  which 
carried  us  safely  through  the  ordeal  of  our  Revolutionary  war; 
made  our  flag  famous  on  the  high  seas  in  iSiz;  led  our  conquer- 
ing  army   to  the  gates   of  Mexico   in    1S47;  and    has   borne   us 
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gloriously  through  four  years  of  as  hard  war  as  ever  tested  the 
manhood  of  any  people. 

Let  us  revive,  as  far  as  lies  in  our  individual  power,  that  system 
which  Bancroft  tells  us  guided  our  fathers  before  the  Revolution — 
"  the  system  which  had  been  revealed  in  Judea — the  system  which 
combines  and  perfects  the  symbolic  wisdom  of  the  Orient  and 
the  reflective  genius  of  Greece — the  system  conforming  to  rea- 
son, yet  kindling  with  enthusiasm;  always  hastening  reform,  yet 
always  conservative;  proclaiming  absolute  equality  among  men, 
yet  not  suddenly  abolishing  the  unequal  institutions  of  society; 
guaranteeing  absolute  freedom,  yet  invoking  the  inexorable  restric- 
tions of  duty;  in  the  highest  degree  theoretical,  yet  in  the  highest 
degree  practical;  awakening  the  inner  man  to  a  consciousness  of 
his  destiny,  and  yet  adapted  with  exact  harmony  to  the  outward 
world;  at  once  divine  and  human.  This  system  was  professed  in 
every  part  of  our  widely  extended  country,  and  cradled  our 
freedom." 

With  such  a  spirit  pervading  all  our  country  once  more;  with 
our  population  increasing  thirty-three  per  cent,  every  ten  years; 
with  our  national  wealth  developing  in  even  a  greater  ratio;  with 
our  frontiers  pushing  back  in  everj-  direction;  with  farms  and  vil- 
lages and  cities  rapidly  covering  our  vast  domain;  with  mines  of 
gold  and  silver  and  iron  and  coat  pouring  out  wealth  faster  than 
ever  did  the  cotton  fields  of  the  South;  with  forty  thousand  miles 
of  finished  railroads,  and  other  thousands  in  rapid  progress,  can 
any  one  doubt  our  present  strength,  or  calculate  our  future  destiny  ? 
If  our  friends  at  the  South  wilt  heartily  and  cheerfully  join  with  us 
in  this  future  career,  I,  for  one,  would  welcome  them  back  our  equals, 
but  not  our  superiors  [applause],  and  lend  them  a  helping  hand. 
But  if,  like  spoiled  children,  they  will  cling  to  the  dead  past,  and 
shut  their  eyes  to  the  coming  future,  I  would  only  call  their  atten- 
tion to  that  wave  of  emigration  that  has  s^vept  over  our  land  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  and  must  soon  turn  back  and  flow 
South,  [Applause.]  They  may  oppose,  but  their  opposition 
will  be  as  vain  as  it  was  for  them  to  try  and  stop  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  which  swept  the  length  and  breadth  of  their  land. 
The  next  wave  of  Northern  invasion  will  not  desolate  their  land, 
but  will  fructify  and  regenerate  it. 

And  now.  in  conclusion,  my  friends,  I  will  say  that  since  the 
war  closed,  nothing  has  given  me  more  perfect  satisfaction  than 
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to  sec  the  spirit  yon  have  all  manifested  since  you  cast  aside  the 
soldier's  garb. 

I  recall  a  little  circumstance  in  Memphis  in  the  summer  of  1863. 
We  were  laying  in  camp,  drilling  in  preparation  for  the  coming 
winter,  when  I  was  visited  by  a  gentleman  of  high  education,  a 
captain  then,  now  Admiral  Lessoffski,  of  the  Russian  navy,  who 
accompanied  me  in  many  drills  and  reviews,  always  compliment- 
ing our  men  on  their  soldierly  appearance.  On  one  occasion  we 
rode  into  the  camp  of  Barrett's  battery,  and  we  timed  them  from 
the  call  of  assembly  till  the  battery  was  harnessed  up  and 
out  in  the  field  ready  for  action.  He  ^as  much  pleased  at  their 
promptness.  I  explained  that  our  men  were  not  professional  sol- 
diers, but  had  been  mechanics,  clerks  and  laborers  only  a  few 
months  before.  He  seemed  to  admit  tiai  was  possible,  but  he 
said,  what  will  you  do  with  these  men  When  the  war  is  over  ?  I 
answered,  they  will  all  quietly  and  peacefully  return  to  their 
homes.  He  shook  his  head,  and  did  not  believe  me.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  has  since  given  us,  .is  a  people,  full  credit  for  this 
result,  to  him  and  to  all  Europeans  so  enigmatical  in  its  character. 
Yes,  our  men  have  returned  to  their  homos  in  peace  and  quiet,  and 
go  where  1  m.iy  I  meet  them  all  more  or  less  busy  at  their  varied 
callings.  Instead  of  the  great  art  of  destruction,  they  are  now 
practicing  that  better  art  of  construction.  Dodge,  guiding  the 
Pacific  Railroad  (that  stupendous  monument  of  the  energy  and 
resources  of  our  people)  across  the  Rocky  Mountains;  Casement 
laying  his  two  miles  of  rail  per  day:  Wright  seeking  out  the  way 
for  the  Southern  Pacific  road;  Sprague,  at  the  North,  building 
westward;  Corse  constructing  harbors  on  the  great  lakes;  Blair 
and  Warner  planting  cotton  at  the  South;  Wilson  delving  out 
the  Mississippi,  and  planning  to  make  of  the  Illinois  river  a  ma- 
jestic canal,  fed  by  the  great  lakes  of  the  North — and  turn  which 
way  we  may  we  find  our  comrades  busy,  their  swords  turned  into 
pruning  hooks,  each  planting  his  own  vine  and  fig  tree,  and  no 
man  afraid.     [Applause.] 

Go,  then,  I  say,  and  encourage  honest  industry  everywhere. 
Form  and  express  your  honest  opinions  hke  freemen,  discourage 
that  system  of  personal  abuse  and  detraction  which  has  grown  too 
much  into  a  habit,  and  is  a  stain  on  our  national  character;  ynncB 
upon  violence,  come  from  what  quarter  it  may;  have  unbounded 
faith  in  your  country  and  its  flag,  and  you  will  win  for  the  Army  of 
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the  Tennessee  a  fame  in  peace  equal  to  that  which  you  won  for  it  in 
war;  and  He  who  holds  the  fate  of  nations  in  the  palm  of  His 
hand  will  see  that  your  labors  are  not  in  vain,  and  that  the  glory 
of  your  country,  for  which  you  battled  in  war  and  labored  in 
peace,  shall  not  be  tarnished  by  an  insidious  foe.  [Loud  applause.] 

There  needs  be  made  no  remark  upon  this  address  further  than 
that  it  was  listened  to  by  the  large  audience  with  marked  atten- 
tion and  deep  interest,  and  the  General  was  frequently  interrupted 
by  loud  applause  and  marked  exhibitions  of  approbation.  To 
the  late  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  the  opportunity  of 
hearing  their  old  leader  discourse  of  matters  familiar  and  dear  to 
them  seemed  a  special  delight. 

After  music  by  the  band,  the  song,  "Sherman's  March  to  the 
Sea,"  was  sung  by  Captain  Church,  of  Illinois,  with  great  vim. 
He  was  loudly  applauded,  and,  in  response  to  an  encore,  sang  the 
*' March  through  Georgia." 

Mr.  Anderson,  the  well-known  tenor  singer  of  St.  Louis,  sang 
the  "Sword  of  Bunker  Hill,"  also  loudly  applauded. 

The  President  then  introduced  Major-General  Howard,  who 
had  kindly  consented  to  address  his  comrades,  and  who  spoke  as 
follows; 

SPEECH  OF  GEXERAL  HOWARD. 

Companions  op  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  Ladies 
AND  Gentlemen: — If  you  will  bear  with  me  at  this  late  hour.  I 
will  endeavor  to  pay  a  brief  tribute  to  the  representative  American, 
the  private  volunteer.  [Applause.]  In  the  early  part  of  1861,  as 
you  well  remember,  the  true  citizen  heard  that  certain  wicked  men 
at  Washington  had  formed  a  conspiracy  to  overthrow  the  Govern- 
ment, and  soon  after,  that  the  stars  and  stripes  had  been  fired 
upon,  and  had  been  hauled  do^n  at  the  bidding  of  an  armed 
enemy  in  South  Carolina;  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  was  threatened,  and  that  our  new  President,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, had  called  for  help.  How  quickly  the  citizen  answered! 
Almost  like  magic  he  stepped  forth  a  soldier.  His  farm,  or  his 
bench,  his  desk  or  his  counter,  was  left  behind,  and  you  find  him 
marching  through  the  then  gloomy,  flagless  and  defiant  streets  of 
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Baltimore,  fully  equipped  for  service;  with  uniforms  gray,  red, 
blue,  or  green,  it  mattered  not;  with  knapsacks,  cartridge-boxes, 
musket,  bayonet — this  was  his  outfit,  and  all  he  required.  He  was 
a  little  awkward  at  first;  his  accoutrements  all  awry;  he  did  not 
keep  step  to  the  music;  he  did  not  lock  step  with  his  companions; 
he  had  scarcely  ever  fired  a  musket  in  his  Hfe,  but  he  had  a  big, 
soldier's  heart;  he  had  set  his  face  toward  the  enemy,  and  he  pro- 
posed never  to  turn  back  until  the  soldier's  work  was  done.  [Ap- 
plause.] You  met  him  at  Washington  perhaps,  or  Meridian 
Hill;  disciphne  and  drill  had  seized  on  him  and  restrained  his 
liberty,  and  molded  into  shape  his  bmly. 

Colonels,  Captains,  Lieutenants  and  Sergeants,  his  former  equals, 
now  his  superiors,  order  him  about,  and  he  must  obey  them;  but 
oh!  what  nights!  Where  is  his  home  and  afl^ection?  Where  his 
soft  bed  and  the  loaded  table?  Change  of  climate,  change  of  bed, 
want  of  rest,  and  wants  of  all  sorts  of  old  things,  and  an  influx  of 
all  sorts  of  new  things,  make  him  sick — yes,  sick  in  body  and 
sick  in  soul.  But  in  spite  of  a  few  doses  of  quinine,  as  the  doctors 
will  remember,  and  a  wholesome  hospital  bed  and  diet,  as  the 
soldier  of  iS6i  recalls  them,  his  vigorous  constitution  and  indomi- 
table heart  prevails,  so  that  he  is  soon  able  to  cross  that  "Long 
Uridge,"  and  invade  the  red  clay  of  Virginia. 

Observe    him  a  little  more  clearly,  and  you  will  perceive    his 

enthusiasm  is  increasing  a  little  faster  than  his  strength,  and  he  is 

on  the  enemy's  side  of  the  river.     Now  for  the  lonely  pickets  amid 

the  thickets  where  men  are  killed  by  an  ambushed  foe;  now  for 

strict  guard  duty — now  the  eye  and  ear,  and,  may  I  say  it?  the 

heart,  quickened   in.  these  new  and   trying  vigils.     Before  long, 

iuldier  is  inured  to  these  things;  he  becomes  familiar 

ump  and  tree  and  pathway  of   approach,  and  his 

and  stout  heart  defy  every  secret  foe.     Presently 

n  the  road  to  Bull  Run,  in  the  hot  weather  of  July; 

lown  with  twenty  extra  rounds  of  cartridges,  and 

rations  strung  to  his   neck;  the  long  and  weary 

(hausts  his  strength  during  that  very  first  hot  day. 

ve  the  ranks.    No!  no!  he  did  not  leave  home  for  the 

ame  of  straggler  or  skulker;  cost  what  it  may  he 

never-to-be-forgotten  Bull  Run  is  passed.     Here,  all 

strange  and  terrible  sound  breaks  upon  his  ear — the 

nnon,  the  screeching  of  bursting  shells  overhead. 
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the  zip,  zip  of  the  smaller  balls,  everything  produces  a  singular 
effect  upon  him.  Again,  all  at  once,  he  is  thrown,  quite  unprepared, 
upon  a  new  and  trying  experience,  for  now  he  meets  the  groaning 
ambulance  and  the  bloody  stretcher.  He  meets  limping,  armless, 
legless,  disfigured,  wounded  men.  To  the  rightof  him,  and  to  the 
left  of  him,  are  the  lifeless  forms  of  the  slain.  1 

Suddenly  a  large  iron  missile  of  death  strikes  close  beside  him 
and  explodes,  sending  out  twenty  or  more  jagged  fragments,  which 
remorselessly  kill  several  of  his  mates  before  they  have  had  the 
opportunity  to  strike  one  blow  for  their  country.  His  face  is  now 
very  pale,and  will  not  the  American  soldier  flinch  and  turn  back? 
There  is  a  stone  wall,  there  is  a  building,  there  is  a  stack  of  hay — 
it  is  so  easy  to  hide.  But  no!  He  will  not  be  a  coward!  "Oh,  God, 
support  and  strengthen  me!"  'Tis  all  his  prayer.  Soon  he  is  at 
work.  Yonder  is  the  foe!  "Load  and  fire;  load  and  fire."  But 
the  cry  comes:  "Our  flank  is  turned."  "Our  men  retreat!"  With 
tears  running  down  his  check,  he  slowly  yields  and  joins  the 
retreating  throng;  without  any  more  nerve,  and  little  strength,  he 
stniggtes  back  from  a  lost  field.  Now  he  drinks  the  dregs  of  suf- 
fering, without  a  blanket  for  the  night,  without  food,  without 
hope;  it  is  no  wonder  that  a  panic  seizes  him  and  he  runs,  demoral- 
ized, away. 

The  disreputable  course,  however,  is  only  temporary.  The  sol- 
dier before  long  forgets  his  defeat  and  his  sufferings,  brightens  up 
his  armor,  and  resumes  his  place  on  the  defensive  line. 

He  submits  for  weary  davs  to  discipline,  drill  and  hard  fare;  he 
wades  through  the  snows  of  Winter  and  the  deep  mud  of  Spring; 
he  sleeps  upon  the  ground,  upon  the  deck  of  transport  steamers, 
and  upon  the  floor  of  the  platform  car;  he  helps  load  and  unload 
stores;  he  makes  fascines  and  gabions;  he  corduroys  quicksands, 
and  bridges  creeks  and  bogs.  Xight  and  day  he  digs  or  watches 
in  the  trenches.  What  a  world  of  new  experience?  What  pecu- 
liar labor  and  suffering  he  passes  through,  the  soldier  alone  can 
tell  you. 

He  now  marches  hurriedly  to  his  second  battle;  soon  after  he  is 
in  a  series  of  them.  Fight  and  fall  back!  Fight  and  fallback! 
Oh!  those  days  of  hopelessness,  sorrow,  toil,  and  emaciation! 
How  vividly  the  living  soldier  remembers  them — those  days  when 
he  cried  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart,  "Oh!  God,  how  long!  how 
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Would  you  have'patience  to  follow  him  through  the  comming- 
ling of  disasters,  from  the  battle  of  Cedar  Mountain  to  the  same 
old  Bull  Run,  you  would  emerge  with  him  from  the  chaos,  and 
behold  his  ghstening  bayonet  again  on  the  successful  field  of 
Antietam,  where  a  glimmer  of  hope  lighted  up  his  heart. 

Would  you  go  with  him  to  the  bloody  field  of  Fredericksburg, 
staunch  his  wounds  in  the  wilderness  of  Chancellorsville,  and 
journey  on  with  him  afterward  to  the  hallowed  ground  of  Gettys- 
burg, and  could  you  be  enabled  to  read  and  record  all  his  toils,  his 
puft'erings,  and  all  his  thoughts,  you  might  be  able  to  appreciate 
the  true  American  soldier.  You  might  then  recite  the  first  chapter 
of  the  cost  of  the  preservation  of  the  American  Union. 

In  September,  1863,  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  the  Govern- 
ment sends  two  army  corps  to  reinforce  our  brethern  in  the  West, 
The  soldier  is  already  far  from  home  and  friends,  but  he  is  sud- 
denly apprised  that  he  must  go  two  thousand  miles  farther.  He 
can  not  visit  his  family  to  take  leave  of  them.  He  has  scarcely  an 
opportunity  of  writing  a  line  of  farewell.  The  chances  of  death 
are  multitudinous  as  they  appear  before  his  imagination,  and  the 
hope  of  returning  is  very  slender. 

Yet  again  the  soldier  does  not  falter;  with  forty  others  he  crowds 
into  the  close,  unventilated  freight  car,  and  speeds  away,  ntght 
and  day,  without  even  the  luxury  of  a  decent  seat. 

With  all  the  peculiar  discomforts  of  this  journey;  the  backings 
and  the  waitings  at  the  railroad  junctions;  the  transfers  from  car 
to  car,  and  from  train  to  train;  being  confined  for  days,  without 
the  solace  and  strength  derived  from  his  coffee,  there  is  yet  some- 
thing compensative  in  the  exhilarating  influence  of  change.  And 
there  is  added  to  it,  in  passing  through  Ohio  and  Indiana,  a 
renewed  inspiration  as  the  people  turn  out  in  masses  to  welcome 
him,  and  to  bid  him  God-speed;  as  little  girls  throw  wreaths  of 
flowers  around  his  neck,  kiss  his  bronzed  cheek,  and  strew  his  car 
with  other  offerings  of  love  and  devotion. 

Such  impressions  as  were  here  received  were  never  effaced. 
They  touched  the  rough  heart  anew  with  tenderness,  and  being  a 
all-the  old  home  affections,  only  served  to  deepen  his 
sooner  or  later,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  to  reach  the 
ambition — that  is  to  say,  with  his  compatriots,  to  secure 
en,  and  to  other  children,  enduring  peace,  vi'ith  liberty 
livided  country.     [Applause.] 
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He  passes  on  through  Kentucky;  through  the  battle-fieldG  of 
Tennessee,  already  historical;  the  names  of  Nashville,  Stone  river, 
Murfreesboro,  and  Tullahoma  reminded  him  of  past  struggles  and 
portended  future  conflicts. 

He  is  deposited  at  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  a  houseless,  cheerless, 
chilly  place,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tennessee,  possessing  no  interest 
further  than  that  furnished  by  the  railroad  bridge  destroyed,  and 
the  yet  remaining  rubbish  and  filth  of  an  enemy's  camp. 

Before  many  days  the  soldier  treads  his  way  up  the  valley  of 
the  great  river  which  winds  and  twists  amid  the  nigged  mountains, 
till  he  finds  himself  beneath  the  rock-crowned  steeps  of  Lookout 
Mountain.  Flash  after  flash,  volume  after  volume  of  light  colored 
smoke,  and  peai  on  peal  of  cannon,  the  crashing  sound  of  shot, 
and  the  screaming  of  shell  are  the  ominous  sounds  of  unfriendly 
welcome  sent  forth  to  meet  him  from  this  rocky  hight.  Yet  en  he 
marches  in  spite  of  threatening  danger,  in  spite  of  the  ambush 
along  his  route,  until  he  has  joined  hands  with  his  Western 
brother,  who  had  come  from  Chattanooga  td  meet  and  to  greet 
him.     This  is  where  the  valley  of  Lookout  joins  that  of  Tennessee. 

At  this  place  the  stories  of  Eastern  and  Western  hardships, 
sufl'cring,  battling  and  danger  are  recapitulated  and  made  to  blend 
into  common  history,  and  the  common  sacrifice  of  the  American 
soldier. 

Here  the  Eastern  patriot  got  the  first  glimpse  of  that  true  and 
faithful,  that  judicious  and  unflinching  man,  whom  you  of  the 
Tennessee  already  loved. and  praised,  as  you  boasted  of  the  Cum- 
berland valley  and  the  Mississippi  redeemed.  Here  the  Eastern 
and  Central  soldier  began  to  claim  with  you  a  share  in  him — 
Genera!  Grant — whom  I  iriay  not  attempt  to  eulogize,  but  whom, 
I  believe  in  my  inmost  heart,  God  had  appointed  to  do  a  great  and 
glorious  work,  which  work  God  will  bring  to  full  fruition  in  His 
own  gocKl  time;  a  work  for  the  Republic,  for  humanity,  for  himself. 

Were  there  time,  I  would  gladly  take  you  step  by  step  with  the 
soldier  as  he  bridges  and  crosses  the  broad  and  rapid  river,  as  he 
ascends  and  storms  the  hight  of  Mission  Ridge,  or  as  he  plants  his 
victorious  feet,  waves  his  banner,  and  flashes  his  gun  on  the  top  of 
Lookout  Mountain.  I  would  carry  you  with  him  across  the  death- 
bearing  stream  of  Chickamauga.  I  would  have  you  follow  him 
in  his  weary,  bare-footed,  wintry  march  to  the  relief  of  Knoxville, 
and  back  to  Chattanooga.     From  this  point  of  view  I  would  open 
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up  the  Spring  campaign,  where  our  great  General,  W.  T.  Shermati, 
initiated  his  remarkable  work  of  genius  and  daring. 

I  could  point  you  to  the  soldier  pursuing  his  enemy  into  the 
strongholds  of  Dalton,  behind  the  stern,  impassable  features  of 
Rocky  Face,  Resaca,  Adairsville,  Cassville,  Dallas,  New  Hope 
Church,  Pickett's  Mill,  Pine  Top,  Lost  Mountain,  Kenesaw,  Gulp's 
Farm,  Smyrna  Camp  Ground,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  from 
so  many  points  of  view,  and  Jonesboro — battle-fields  upon  each  of 
which  a  soldier's  memory  dwells.  For  upwards  of  a  hundred  days 
he  scarcely  rested  from  the  conflict.  He  skirmished  over  rocks. 
hills,  and  mountains;  through  mud,  streams,  and  forests.  For 
hundreds  of  miles  he  gave  his  aid  to  dig  that  endless  chain  of 
entrenchments  which  compassed  every  one  of  the  enemy's  fortified 
positions.  Hecompanied  with  those  who  combated  the  obstinate 
foe  oti  the  front  and  on  the  flanks  of  those  mountain  fastnesses 
which  the  enemy  had  deemed  impregnable,  and  he  had  a  right  at 
least  to  echo  the  sentiment  of  his  indefatigable  leader,  "Atlanta  is 
ours,  and  fairly  won." 

Could  you  now  have  patience  to  turn  back  with  him  and  fight 
these  battles  over  again,  behold  his  communications  cut,  his  rail- 
roads destroyed  for  miles  and  miles,  enter  the  bloody  fight  at 
Alatoona,  follow  him  through  the  forced  marches,  via  Rome, 
away  back  to  Resaca,  and  through  the  obstructed  gaps  of  the 
mountains  into  Alabama,  you  would  thank  God  for  giving  him 
a  stout  heart  and  an  unflinching  faith  in  a  just  and  noble  cause. 

Weary  and  worn,  he  reposed  at  Atlanta,  on  his  return,  but  one 

single  night,  when  he  commenced  the  memorable  march  toward 

Savannah. 

Till"  GnlHior  has  becomea  veteran;  he  can  march  all  day  with  his 

napsack,  his  cartridge-box,  his  haversack  and  canteen 

on;  his  muscles  have  become  large  and  rigid,  so  that 

nee    extremely  difficult   he  now    accomplishes  with 

This  fact  must  be  borne  in  mind  when  studying 

marches  through  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas.     The 

3  every  bridge  across  stream  after  stream;  the  rivers 

1  swamps — for  example,  the  Ocmulgee,  the  Oconee 

chee,  were  defended  at  every  crossing.     That  they 

it  all  by  our  forces  is  due  to  the  cheerful,  fearless, 

irivate  soldier. 

•a  had  seen  him  as  I  have  done,  wading  creeks  a  half 
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a  mile  in  width,  and  water  waist  deep,  under  fire,  pressing  on 
through  wide  awamps,  without  one  faltering  step,  charging  in  line 
upon  the  most  formidable  works,  which  were  well  defended' 
You  could  then  appreciate  him  and  what  he  has  accomphshed  as 
I  do;  you  could  then  feet  the  poignant  sorrow  that  I  always  did 
feel  when  I  saw  him  fall,  bleeding,  to  the  earth. 

I  must  now  leave  the  soldier  to  tell  his  own  tale  amongst  the 
people;  of  his  bold,  bloody  work  at  McAlister,  against  the  tor- 
pedoes, abatis,  artillery  and  musketry;  of  his  privations  at  Savan- 
nah; of  his  struggle  through  the  swamps,  quicksands,  and  over 
the  broad  rivets  of  the  Carolinas;  of  the  lights,  tires,  explosions, 
deaths  and  triumphs  suggested  by  Griswoldville,  Riser's  and 
Brinaker's  bridges,  Orangeburg,  Congaree  creek,  Columbia, 
Cheraw,  Fayetteville,  Averyaboro,  and  Bentonville. 

I  will  leave  him  to  tell  how  his  hopes  brightened  at  the  reunion 
at  Goldsboro;  how  his  heart  throbbed  with  gratitude  and  joy  as 
the  wires  confirmed  the  rumored  news  of  Lee's  defeat,  so  soon  to 
be  followed  by  the  capture  of  the  enemy's  capital  and  of  his  entire 
army.  I  will  leave  him  to  tell  to  yourselves  and  your  children  how 
he  felt  and  acted;  how  proud  ^vas  his  bearing,  ho^v  elastic  was  hie 
step,  as  he  marched  in  review  before  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  at  Washington.  I  would  do  the  soldier  injustice  not  to 
say  that  there  ^vas  one  thing  wanting  to  make  his  satisfaction 
complete,  and  that  was  the  sight  of  the  tall  form  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and  the  absence  of  that  bitter  recollection,  which  he  could 
not  altogether  exclude  from  his  heart,  that  Ae  had  died  hy  the  hand 
of  a  traitor  assassin. 

I  have  given  you  only  glimpses  of  the  American  soldier  as  I 
have  seen  htm.  To  feel  the  full  force  of  what  he  has  done  and 
suffered,  you  should  have  accompanied  him  for  the  last  four  years; 
you  should  have  stood  upon  the  battle-fields  during  and  after  the 
struggle;  and  you  should  have  completed  your  observations 
in  the  army  hospitals,  and  upon  the  countless  grounds  peopled 
with  the  dead.  The  maimed  bodies,  the  multitude  of  graves,  the 
historic  fields,  the  monumental  stones  already  raised,  after  all,  are 
only  memorials  of  the  soldier's  work,  God  grant  that  what  he 
planted,  nourished,  and  has  now  prese^^■ed  by  his  blood — I  mean 
American  liberty — may  be  a  plant  to  us  as  the  apple  of  the  eye, 
and  that  its  growth  may  not  be  hindered  till  its  roots  are  firmly 
set  in  every  State  of  this  Union,  and  till  the  full  fruition  of   its 


i.yGoogIe_ 


1 1 8  'Proceedings  of  the  Soc  iefy 

blessed  fruit  is  realized  by  men  of  every  name,  color  and  descrip- 
tion, in  this  broad  land.     [Loud  applause  and  a  few  hisses.] 

The  names  of  Grant,  Sberman,  McPberson,  Logan,  Blair  and 
Dodge,  and  the  names  of  the  division,  brigade,  and  other  com- 
manders whom  these  army  corps  leaders  loved  to  command,  are 
too  many  in  number  to  repeat  here.  Those  are  already  household 
words.  They  are  repeated,  read,  and  talked  about  in  the  country 
cottage  and  the  city  home,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  But 
the  junior  officers  and  the  private  soldiers,  with  their  scarred 
bodies  and  warm,  true,  patriotic  hearts,  feel  the  pulsation  of  grati- 
tude by  a  closer  contact  with  the  people.  The  circle  of  honor- 
giving  is  smaller,  but  it  is  coincident  with  that  of  appreciation  and 
affection.  The  wife,  the  children,  and  the  neighbors  know  his 
name  and  his  deeds;  and  may  God  deal  mercifully,  here  and  here- 
after, with  him — the  representative  man,  the  citizen  volunteer. 
[Loud  applause.] 

General  Howard's  speech  was  earnestly  listened  to,  and  at  dif- 
ferent times  during  the  course  of  it,  as  well  as  at  the  close,  he  was 
warmly  applauded. 

Mr.  Anderson  sang  "  The  Star  Spangled  Banner,"  which  termin- 
ated the  exercises  of  the  evening. 

ked  the  audience  for  thdr  courteous  attention. 

4  Society  stand  adjourned  until  to  o'clock. 


per  adjournment  of  the  I3lh,  Vice-President 
in  the  chair,  and  proceeded  to  business, 
lairman  of  the  Committee  of  Nomination  of 
ty  for  the  ensuing  year,  asked  permission  to 

Committee.     Permission  was  granted,  and 

lunced  that,  by  a  vote  of  the  Society,  the 
/  to  act  during  the  ensuing  year  had  been 
e  as  follows: 
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President. 
Major-General  John  A.  Rawlins,  U.  S.  A. 

\  'ice-  Presidents. 
Brevet  Major-General  O.  O.Howard.  U.  S.  A. 
Major-General  Giles  A.  Smith. 
Major-General  John  McArthur. 
Major-General  W.  W.  Belknap. 
Brigadier- General  Cassius  Fairchild. 
Brigadier-Genera]  John  S.  Cavender. 

Recording  Secretary. 
Lieutenant-General  L.  M.  Dayton,  U.  S.  A. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
Brigadier- General  A.  Hickenlooper. 
T'reasurer.  . 
Major-General  M.  F.  Force. 

Colonel  E.  M.  Joel,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
present  a  design  for  a  badge  for  the  Society,  stated  that  two  of 
the  committee  belonged  to  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  and 
had  been  so  much  engaged  during  the  present  meeting  that  they 
could  not  meet  for  a  consultation,  and  requested  that  the  committee 
be  allowed  until  the  next  annual  meeting  to  make  a  report,  or  be 
discharged  and  a  new  committee  appointed.  By  resolution,  the 
committee  was  allowed  the  time  requested. 

Major  Abbott,  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to  report 
a  device  for  a  seal  and  certificate  for  the  Society,  stated  it  would 
require  more  time  than  had  been  given  to  perform  their  duties 
satisfactorily,  and  requested  they  be  allowed  until  the  next  annual 
meeting  to  report.     By  resolution,  the  request  was  granted. 

General  Hickenlooper,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  the 
"  McPherson  Monument  Association,"  asked  leave  to  make  report 
of  its  operations  during  the  past  year,  which,  being  in  order,  was 
granted. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  McPHERSON  MONUMENT. 


Cincinnati,  November  IS,  1867. 
To  ike  Seciety  of  the  A  rmy  of  tie  TeMnesfee,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  : 

Gbktlghbn: — I  have  the  honor  to  iubmit  Ibr  j'Our  information  the  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  securing  Funds  and  erecting  a 
monument  to  our  late  beloved  commander,  Major-General  Jas.  B.  McPherson. 
The  balance  remaining  in  my  hands  November  14th,  1866,  as  per 

report,  submitted  at  our  last  annual  meeting,  was         -         -    (1,006  45 
Amount  reported  by  Major-General  Liggett      -         -         .         -  ',950  00 

(3.956  4S 
In  order  that  the  members  of  the  Society  might  have  an  opportunity  or 
assisting  in  carrying  out  the  resolution  adopted  at  that  meeting,  I  caused 
circulars  and  subscription  blanks  to  t>e  printed  and  forwarded  to  one  hundred 
and  Torty-nine  of  Our  members — those  most  likely  to  take  an  interest  in  pro- 
curing subscriptions. 

Not  receiving  any  response  to  the  circulars  and  subscription  lists  thus  sent, 
I  again  forwarded  them  circulars,  urging  upon  them  the  necessity  of  making  a 
personal  effort  to  secure  subscriptions,  and  requesting  a  return  on  or  before 
the  4th  of  July,  1867,  in  order  that  I  might  be  able  to  make  a  fuli  report  to  our 
Society  at  its  annual  meeting. 

Up  to  this  present  time,  1  have  received  reports  from  but  nine  of  the  officers 
to  whom  subscription  lists  were  sent. 

After  this  comparative  tailure  to  secure  additional  funds,  I  made  a  personal 
effort  in  Cincinnati,  and  received,  in  less  than  one  week,  from  the  citizens  of 
that  city,  f^io.  I  have  no  doubt  as  much,  if  not  more,  could  be  obtained  in 
Chicago,  St.  Louie,  and  other  leading  cities  through  the  West,  if  the  officers 
interested  would  but  make  the  effort. 

The  officers  do  not  appear  to  reatiie  that  but  a  slight  effort  upon  the  part  of 
M:ure  the  erection  of  a  monument  which  will  be  creditable 
\y,  the  Society,  and  to  McPherson's  memory. 

be  done,  should  be  done  at  once;  the  erection  of  the  monu- 
,y  been  too  long  delayed. 

.  Eaton,  the  Secretary  of  the  McPherson  Monument  Aseocia- 
"'^eportfi  that  they  have  received  about  If.ooo,  $3,000  of  which 
_ided  in  the  purchase  and  improvement  of  the  grounds  where 
-uried,  and  where  the  monument  is  to  be  erected. 
nying  report  will  show  a  balance  of  (7.055. 43  remaining  in  the 
immittee  and  the  McPhereon  Monument  Association  at  Clyde. 
,  Respectfully, 

A.   HlCKENLOOPEH,      . 


:;if: 


i,GoogIe 


i,Google 


122  (proceedings  of  the  Society 

General  Hickenlooper,  then  addressing  the  President  in  behalf 
of  the  committee,  suggested  that  the  Society  should  take  definite 
and  immediate  action  on  the  subject  of  erecting  the  monument, 
but  desired  that  other  members  of  the  Society  should  express  their 
vli>wG  nt  thp  Vipsf-  nnH  most  rapid  means  of  securing  funds  for  the 

remarks  from  Colonel  Dickey,  General 
)nel  Dayton,  Colonel  Logan,  General 
ous  plans  for  raising  money  were  pro- 

themselves  for  specified  amounts,  and 
her  resolution,  that  all  funds  raised  for 
lected  and  paid  over  to  the  committee 

iS6S,  as  possible,  and   based  upon  the 
lall  contract  for  a  monument. 
cArthur,  it  was 
annual  meeting  of  the  Society  be  held 

ittee  of  six  be  appointed  by  the  Vice- 
1  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the 

I  the  committee  to  be  as  follows;  Gen- 
vf.  Corse,  W.  E.  Strong,  J.  M.  Loomis, 
Flarry  Gile. 

in  of  the  Finance  Committee,  reported 
Society   and  General  Hickenlooper,  as 
t,  and  recommended  the  bill  be  paid, 
lirchild: 

Drt    of  the   Committee   of  Finance    be 

t  is  directed  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer 

General  Hickenlooper,  for  the  sum  of 

and    seventy-six    hundredths   dollars 

elk  nap: 

:s  of  the  Society  are  extended  to  Gen- 
ither  members  of  the  Committee  of 
irtesy  and  attention  extended  to  the 
lile  in  the  city,  and  the  complete  man- 
erformed  the  duties  required  of  them 
)nd  annual  meeting.  Especial  thanks 
M.  Joel  for  the  successful  i 
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which  he  has  discharged  his  duties  as  chairma 
tnittee  of  decoration. 

Resolved,  That  our  thanks  are  accorded  to 
cordial  manner  in  which  it  has  assisted  our  Soci 

Resolved,  That  our  thanks  are  most  cheerfully 
President  General  Giles  A.  Smith  for  the  very  a 
manner  in  which  he  has  presided  at  our  convent 

Resolved,  That  our  thanks  are  due  and  are  h( 
the  managers  of  the  various  railway  companies  t 
us  the  courtesy  of  reduced  fares  on  the  occas 
annual  meeting,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolu 
each  company.  ' 

The  President  desired  to  kno\v  if  there  was 
ness  for  the  Society  to  transact,  giving  notice  a 
the  annual  banquet  to  be  held  at  the  Southern  I- 

There  being  no  further  business  for  the  Si 
motion  of  General  Cavender,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  "  Society  of  the  Army  of 
now  adjourned  until  called  into  session  for  its  ne: 
in    conformity  to  the  Constitution. 

[Signed]  General  John 

Generai.  Gil 
Vice- Pr  est 
Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Secretary. 

BANCyjET. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements  had  provic 
ety  should  have  a  banquet  at  the  Southern  Hot 
of  the  14th  instant;  to  this  end  no  efTort  was  sj 
mittee  to  make  it  a  complete  success  and  plea 
this  they  were  most  generously  assisted  by  t 
Louis. 

The  banquet  being  a  special  feature  in  the  { 
annual  meeting,  at  the  appointed  hour  of  asseml 
parlors  of  the  Southern  Hotel  were  filled  by  tl 
the  guests  intending  to  participate.     At  nine  o'c 
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t  well  their 
that  all  did 
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which  you  have  charged  to  my  account  to-night,  and  occupy  as 

little  of  your  time  as  possible. 

I  do  not  think  I  need  speak  to  this  Society  about  the  army. 

You  all  feel  for  the  old  Array  of  the  United  States,  because  you 

\,^\^.r,^aA  !■«  it  '■'•■' 'selves.  The  volunteer  army  of  the  late  war 
guUr  army,  under  the  same  laws  of  Congress, 
ivernment,  and  formed  a  part  of  the  military 
i  country;  and  therefore,  when  we  speak  of 
in  the  regular  army  and  the  volunteer  army 
whenever  you  see  a  blue-coated  soldier  walk- 
you  feel  for  him  far  more  kindly  than  you  did 
io  not  deem  him  a  mere  vampire,  a  leach  on 
iny  longer,  but  know  that  he  earns  his  pittance 
lonth.     [Cheers.] 

ere  is  no  naval  officer  present.  What  little  of 
I  will  devote  to  them. 

1  the  army  drew  me  in  close  contact  with  the 
he  coast  of  Florida,  I  found  a  mosquito  fleet, 
of  midshipmen,  chasing  Indians  with  schooners 
ere  formed  a  pleasant  acquaintance  with  them, 

I  until  this  day. 

irdered  to  California,  before  California  was 
I  took  passage  on  board  the  old  Lexington,  a 
loop-of-war,  and  presented  by  the  ladies  of 
ovemment  of  the  United  States,  because  the 
Q  poor  to  pay  for  her.  She  was  built  of  strong 
tened  and  staunch,  and  carried  us  safely  around 
ded  us  in  California,  where  we  found  the  fleet 
of  Commodore  Stockton,  and  there  again  I 
(■  first  order  of  rank  in  the  world  in  their  pro- 
le men  and  as  sailors. 

II  my  intercourse  with  the  navy,  I  have  never 
of  littleness.     They  are  whole-souled,  large- 

irted  gentlemen,  and  I  think,  in  all  the  historj' 
e  has  not  been  a  single  instance  where  a  naval 
;  deck  of  a  national  vessel,  has  done  a  thing 
I  can  blush. 

fulfill  all  the  duties  assigned  to  them  faithfully 
f  courage  come  fresh  from  the  midst  of  them 
G  almost  burst  with  joy;  and  we  feel  that  pride 
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Eighth  Toast: — "To  the  Commanders  of  the  Army  of  ike 
Tennessee^'' 

Music: — "March  from  the  Opera  of  Faust P 

Response  by  Major-General  Carl  Schurz. 

Ninth  Toast: — "  To  the  memory  of  McPherson." 

Music: — "  Dirge. ' ' 

Response  by  Brigadier-General  W.  E.  Strong. 

Mr.  Presidkkt  and  Comrades  of  the  Old  Army  of  the 
Tennessee: — If  there  was  ever  a  time  in  my  life  when  I  longed 
for  the  gift  of  eloquence — if  there  was  ever  an  occasion  ivhen  I 
yearned  for  the  power  of  expressing  the  deep  emotions  of  my 
heart — that  time  and  occasion  certainly  occur  to-night. 

I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  by  being 
selected  to  respond  to  the  sentiment  just  proposed,  but  I  regret, 
more  than  any  words  of  mine  can  tell,  that  some  one  of  the  many 
distinguished  orators  present  had  not  been  chosen  in  my  stead  to 
tell  yoti  of  the  life  and  death  of  our  noble  and  beloved  commander. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  attempt  to  pronounce  a  eulogy  upon 
McPherson.  An  abler  hand  than  mine  must  write  out  his  military 
record  in  camp  and  field — abler  lips  than  mine  must  recount  his 
self-sacrificing  devotion  to  his  country — his  remarkable  ability  as 
a  soldier — his  nobility  of  character,  and  how,  step  by  step,  he 
fought  his  way  from  a  simple  Lieutenant  to  the  chief  command  of 
one  of  the  grandest  old  armies  that  ever  took  the  field  against  an 
enemy. 

In  April,  1861,  McPherson  was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Topograph- 
ical  Engineers,  on  duty  in  San  Francisco,  California,  in  charge  of 
the  fortifications  on  Alcatrass  Island.  He  came  to  New  York 
early  in  the  summer  following  with  Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 
and  soon  after  the  assignment  of  that  General  to  the  command  of 
this  Western  Department  he  was  ordered  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  report  to  him  as  Chief  Engineer.  During  the  Fall  of  i86r 
and  the  Winter  of  1861  and  '62,  McPherson  was  on  duty  in  this 
department,  with  his  headquarters  in  St.  Louis,  and  I  have  heard 
(hose  say  who  served  with  him  in  those  days,  and  who  knew  him 
well,  that  he  labored  with  the  most  untiring  industry,  and  ren- 
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:  akl  and  assistance  to  General  Hallcck.  The 
his  time  was  passed  in  repairing  railroad 
^.  laving  out  and  constructing  Hcld-works  and 
tcct  the  weak  and  threatened  points  along  the 
vhich  supplies  and  munitions  of  war  had  to 
),ips  in  the  field  and  at  the  front,  making  topo 
nd  preparing  maps  for  the  coming  campaigns, 
le  Engineer  Department  for  active  dutv. 
Icncral  Grant's  forward  movement  on  Forts 
■n  were  carried  b_v  McPherson  in  person,  who 
i^aptain  and  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  his 
npanicd  General  Grant  as  Chief  Engineer  of 
;ld  till  after  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  and  for  his 
y  and  distinguished  services  in  the  battles 
arly  that  of  Shiloh  (where  he  had  two  horses 
d  the  third  wounded),  he  was  made  a  Colonel 
the  siege  of  Corinth,  and  until  after  the  evacu- 
,  he  ser\-c(t  with  Halieck,  and  in  the  earlv 
was  again  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
rs,  and  placed  in  charge  of  the  Mobile  and 
I  Corinth  to  Columbus. 

(Jeneral  McPherson  was  first  assigned  to  the 
On  the  3rd  of  October,  when  General  Ster- 
from  Central  Mississippi  and  made  his  bold 
:k  on  our  little  army  at  Corinth,  McPherson 
incssee,  with  General  Grant.  On  the  4th  of 
f  four  regiments  was  organized  and  given  to 
the  morning  of  the  5th.  with  the  sounds  of 
ears,  full  thirty  miles  awav,  he  pushed  out  at 
iHt  command  to  assist  and  succor  his  comrades- 
Is  of  battle  increased— the  deep,  heavy,  sullen 
tillcrv  grew  louder  and  more  continuous  as  he 
tested  field,  and  finally  grew  into  heavy  and 
still  McPherson  urged  his  weary  men  to  the 
b'aiting  to  reconnoitre  the  ground  and  develop 
I  and  position — without  knowing  whether  the 
won — without  hesitating  or  faltering  for  a 
wide  detour  and  pushed  boldly  into  Corinth 
ide  just  as  the  guns  from  Battery  Robinette 
last  fierce  assault  of  the  rebel  armv. 
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General  Rosecrans  immediately  gave  Mcl'hcrson  command  of 
the  advance,  and  after  having  the  old  6th  Division  added  to  his 
command,  he  pursued  the  enemy  with  vigor  and  carnctitncss  as 
far  as  Riplev,  but  at  this  point  the  forward  movement  was  checked 
by  orticr,  and  McPherson  retraced  his  steps  to  Corinth,  For  the 
skill  and  courage  displayed  hi  this  his  6rst  campaign  he  was  made 
a  Major-Gcncral  of  volunteers,  to  rank  from  the  5th  of  October, 
and  within  ten  days  was  assigned  by  General  Grant  to  the  com- 
mand of  what  was  then  known  as  the  Right  Wing  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  encamped  in  and  about  Bolivar. 

In  the  central  Mississippi  campaign,  which  began  early  in  De- 
cember, General  McPherson  held  .the  advance  through  La  Grange. 
Oxford,  and  to  the  terminus  of  our  route,  the  Vocknapatafa,  and 
after  the  disaster  at  Holly  Springs,  and  when  our  army  was 
ordered  to  retire,  McPherson  held  the  rear  in  retreat  until  wc 
reached  La  Grange. 

In  January,  1S63,  when  the  annies  were  organized  into  corps, 
Major-Oeneral  McPherson  was  assigned  by  the  President  to  com- 
mand the  17th;  and  on  the  23rd  of  February  following,  he  and  the 
17th  Corps,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  bag  and  baggage,  were 
safely  encamped  at  Lake  Providence,  Louisiana,  fully  prepared 
for  the  forward  movement  on  Vicksbiirg. 

The  history  of  this  memorable  campaign  is  as  fresh  in  your 
memory  as  it  is  in  mine.  Vou  all  acknowledge  the  conspicuous 
part  home  by  the  17th  Corps,  and  the  wonderful  ability  and  dis- 
tinguished gallantry  exhibited  from  first  to  last  bv  its  leader. 
You  can  not  so  soon  have  forgotten  how  wc  struggled  through 
clay  and  quicksand  and  the  treacherous  swamps  that  lay  between 
Milliken"s  Bend  and  Grand  Gulf— the  running  of  the  frail  fleet 
l>y  the  batteries  at  Vickshui^  and  Grand  Gulf — the  crossing  at 
Bruinsburg,  and  the  hurried  march  to  Thompson's  Hill  to  the 
relief  of  the  13th  Corps,  and  how  we  came  down  on  the  right 
flank  of  the  rebel  army  under  General  Tracy,  knocking  them  out 
of  position  and  tossing  them  about  like  a  feather  in  a  hurri- 
cane, capturing  their  artillerv  and  many  prisoners,  and  compelling 
them  to  retire  in  confusion  and  disorder  across  the  north  fork  of 
Bavou  Pierre. 

Vou  all  recollect  Hankerson"s  Ferry,  Raymond.  Jackson.  Cham- 
pion  Hills  and    the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  the  Meridian  campaign, 
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the  campaign  against  Atlanta,  and  the  battle  of  the  2znd  of  July, 
where  McPherson  fell. 

It  is  itiie  for  me  to  dwell  upon  these  battles  and  campaigns,  for 
you  were  all  there.  It  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  recount  in 
detail  his  military  career,  for  there  is  not' an  officer  present  who  is 
not  familiar  ^vith  it. 

General  Sherman  has  never  yet  failed  to  give  the  17th  Corps 
and  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  that  praise  and  credit  which  they 
60  justly  deserve,  and  he  told  us,  only  last  night,  how  dearly  be 
loved  McPherson,  and  he  said  no  mortal  man  coutd  describe  to 
him  the  agony  he  suffered  when  his  lifeless  remains  were  laid  at 
his  feet.  We  all  know  what  General  Grant  thought  of  our  dead 
McPherson  when  living,  and  how  keenlv  and  deeply  he  deplored 
bis  loss. 

It  was  my  fortune  and  my  privilege  to  serve,  in  an  humble 
capacity,  very  near  to  him,  from  the  Fall  of  i85z  until  he  was 
killed,  and  I  loved  him  as  I  never  loved  any  other  man.  Always 
the  same  McPherson — a  kind  word,  a  gentle  smile  and  a  warm 
grasp  of  the  hand  for  every  one.  His  heart  was  bubbling  over 
with  love  towards  all  mankind.  It  is  rare  indeed  that  you  find 
in  this  world  a  man  who  can  be  as  kind  and  gentle  as  a  woman 
and  as  brave  as  a  lion.  Everybody  was  welcome  at  his  bead* 
quarters;  Generals,  Staff- officers,  private  soldiers,  widows  and 
■  orphans  and  all  classes  of  citizens  had  free  access  to  his  room,  and 
I  never  yet  knew  of  an  instance  where  a  person  was  turned  away 
without  a  hearing. 

General  McPherson  was  ever  looking  on  the  bright  side,  and 
his  heart  seemed  always  hght  and  buoyant.  In  the  dark  days  of  1862 
and  1863,  when  the  clouds  hung  so  heavily  about  us,  and  when 
the  very  air  was  pregnant  with  defeat  and  failure,  and  every  fresh 
breeze  brought  news  to  our  army  of  some  disaster,  McPherson 
would  never  acknowledge  there  was  even  a  doubt  of-  the  final 
success  of  the  Federal  arms,  and  I  know  that  he  believed  in  the 
majesty  of  our  mission  and  in  the  power  and  strength  of  the 
Republic. 

And  McPherson's  staff !  how  can  I  speak  of  them — that  gay 
and  gallant  thirteen?  Five  of  them  are  present  here  to-night,  the 
rest  all  scattered  and  gone.  Bound  together  by  the  strongest  ties 
of  affection,  the  love  and  admiration  they  bore  toward  their  chief 
and  commander  can  not  be  told.     He  was  never  known  to  speak 


i.y  Google 


Of  the  ^rmy  of  the  Tennessee.  133 

an  unkind  or  cruel  word  to  any  member  of  his  military  family, 
and  that  he  was  very  much  attached  to  his  statT  there  can  never 
be  in  my  mind  the  shadow  of  a  doubt. 

Old  scenes  and  old  remembrances,  running  through  yeai's  of 
active  campaigning,  come  rushing  up  and  floating  by  with  light- 
ning rapidity.  The  days  of  Lake  Providence  and  Vicksburg,  the 
countless  incidents  of  army  life  which  are  ever  occurring  when 
one  is  on  duty  at  the  front — songs  sung  and  stories  told  in  camp 
and  garrison  and  around  the  dying  embers  of  the  picket  fires. 

It  seems  but  yesterday  since  we  participated  in  all  these  stirring 
and  exciting  scenes.  It  seems  but  yesterday  since  the  first  call 
for  troops — the  enlistment  of  volunteers — the  nailing  to  every 
mast  and  spire  and  house-top  throughout  the  loyal  States  of  the 
stars  and  stripes — the  hasty  farewell  and  the  hurried  departure  for 
the  front.  It  seems  but  yesterday  since  the  Army  of  the  Tennes- 
see and  the  other  grand  armies  of  the  Union,  with  fluttering 
banners  and  waving  plumes — with  glistening  bayonets,  and 
fife  and  drum  and  bugle  notes  went  marching  down  the  broad 
avenues  of  the  nation's  Capital  to  be  mustered  out.  It  seems  but 
yesterday  since  that  fatal  moment  before  Atlanta,  when  our  loved 
commander  went  down  at  the  head  and  front  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  and  died  as  a  soldier  always  loves  to  die. 

It  was  my  fortune  to  ride  by  his  side  from  early  dawn  of  the 
22nd  of  July  until  a  moment  before  he  fell.  His  form  and  face — 
every  word  and  action  of  the  last  few  hours  of  his  life  are  indel- 
ibly impressed  upon  my  memory.  I  see  him  now  as  I  saw  him 
then. 

No  warning  of  the  impending  danger — no  thought  that  he,  so  full 
of  life  and  health  and  strength  and  courage,  was  doomed  so  soon 
to  die.  Later  I  found  him  cold  and  hfeless,  his  bright  eyes  dim- 
med, the  spirit  gone. 

In  the  little  town  of  Clyde,  where  he  was  born,  and  where  his 
boyhood's  days  were  passed,  in  the  orchard  where  he  played,  and 
within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  old  homestead,  lies  all  that  is  left  of 
the  steadfast  friend,  the  gallant  General,  the  great  commander,  the 
true  type  of  the  American  soldier — James  B.  McPherson. 

Testh  Toast;—"  The  Volunteer  Soldier" 

Music  ;— "  The  Girl  I  Left  Behind  me." 

Response  by  Governor  Thomas  C.  Fletcher,  who,  at  length, 
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actordcd  all  honor  to  the  patriotic  anel  s^lf-sacrificing  volunteer 
soldier  of  the  late  war.  Wc  all  remember  how  cheerfuUv  he  came 
til  the  nation's  rescue — and  saved  it.  Through  long  years  he  had 
been  in  an  enemy's  country,  controlled  by  no  law  save  the  com- 
mand of  liis  superior  otKccrs;  but,  when  the  war  was  over,  he  was 
found  the  most  peaceful  and  law-observing  man  of  the  whole 
country. 

Ei.KVKSTii  To.\sT:—"T/ic  Aoya/  H'otncti  ami  CkUdren  of  I  he 
( -/lioiir 

Mv^K:—"/J/ia/i  Polka." 

Response  by  (iencral  Noble,  who  filled  his  task  ably. 

TwKi.FTii  Toast: — ''The  Future  of  America'" 

Misic: — "Hail  Cohuiibia'' 

Response  by  Colonel  J.  M.  LooMi-s. 

TiiiRTEKNTii  Toast: — -Our  Invited  Guests^'' 

Music; — "Southern  Hotel  Polka." 

Response  by  Mayor  TiloMAs, 

During  the  reading  and  responses  to  the  above  toasts,  one  and 
all  present  paid  much  interest  and  attention.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  speeches  cannot  be  given  in  full,  but,  as  they  were  all 
impromptu,  it  is  impossible  to  do  so.  The  festivities  were  kept 
up  until  a  late  hour.  Besides  the  regular  toasts,  songs,  jokes,  and 
wit  abounded.  All  were  merry -hearted,  and  seemed,  in  their  joy 
to  meet  each  other — tried  and  true  companions  of  the  battle-field 
and  weary  march — at  this,  their  reunion  festive  board,  to  bavt- 
their  hearts  warmed  anew.  Sorrow  and  care  was  forgotten,  and 
the  old-time  feeling  of  cordiality  was  fully  prevalent. 

After  a  six-huur  .session,  the  President  requested  that  we  should 
part  by  singing  "Auld  I^ang  Syne,"  which  was  done,  with  hearty 
good  will,  iind  then  he  pronounced  the  banquet  of  the  second 
annual  meeting  of  "The  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee' 
adjourned. 
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DECORATIONS  AND  ARRANGEMEXTS. 

The  work  of  the  local  Committee  of  Arrangements  has  heen 
very  arduous,  but  the  members  thereof  have  devoted  themselves 
to  their  duties  with  an  energy  that  reflects  well  upon  their  old- 
time  service  in  the  field.  Full  acknowledgment  of  this  was  given 
by  those  who  were  present  at  the  meeting,  and  is  further  attested 
by  the  perfect  order  in  which  all  parts  of  it  transpired,  but  further 
justice  may  be  done  the  committee,  and  those  whom  this  report 
will  reach  but  were  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  be  able  to  attend,  by 
a  short  recapitulation. 

While  the  committee  worked  as  a  unit,  it  was  also  divided, 
each  member  given  some  specific  duty.  To  General  J.  S.  Caven- 
der  thanks  are  especially  due  for  his  labors  and  success  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Finance  Committee.  General  D.  C.  Coleman  had 
charge  of  the  banquet,  and  his  successful  management  is  fully 
attested  by  the  admirable  manner  in  which  it  transpired.  Colonel 
James  Peckham  was  selected  to  manage  all  matters  of  printing 
and  advertising,  and  he  performed  his  duties  well,  as  the  full 
knowledge  of  the  meeting  that  everybody  had,  and  his  cards  and 
programmes,  show.  Colonel  Romer  was  selected  to  provide  the 
music  needed.  General  A.J.  Smith  tendered  the  services  of  the 
Third  U.  S.  Infantry  Band,  under  his  command,  and  many  were 
the  thanks  accorded  him  for  this  mark  of  kindness  to  his  old 
companions.  The  band  was  used  for  all  needed  purposes  during 
the  meeting,  and  at  the  banquet.  Colonel  E.  M.Joel  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Decorations,  and  his  genius,  ever  fertile 
in  such  matters,  did  not  fail  him  on  this  occasion,  and  for  his  efforts 
the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  accorded  in  a  special  resolution. 
In  Mercantile  Librarv  Hall  he  had  cvervthing  arranged  in  perfect 
order.  Upon  the  stage  from  which  the  addresses  were  delivered, 
which  was  also  the  position  of  the  presiding  officer,  a  framework 
was  erected,  upon  which  was  the  motto: 

•'  For  God,  our  counlrv,  and  the  right." 

To  the  rear,  and  above  this,  was  fixed,  upon  canvas: 

'■  Welcome  to  the  Society  of  the  Armv  of  the  Tennessee, 
Si.  Louis,  November  13th,  1867." 

Above  this  was  an  eagle  holding  in  his  claws  a  combination 
design  of  the  corps  badges  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.     On 
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either  side  was  a  canvas  scroll-work;  one  designated  "Footprints 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  and  giving  the  names  of  its  battles; 
and  the  other,  "Our  Route  to  Richmond,"  giving  the  names  of 
places  made  historic  by  its  march  and  battles.  On  either  end  of 
the  stage  was  a  howitzer,  stacks  of  muskets,  etc,  and  in  the  back- 
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CONSTITUTION. 


The  Association  ehall  be  known  as  "  The  Society  of  tkr  Army  of  the 
Tennessee."  and  shall  include  every  ol^er  who  has  served  with  honor  in 
that  Armj. 

Honorarj  membera  ma}'  be  elected  from  those  who  have  served  with  honor 
and  distinction  in  any  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States. 


The  object  of  the  Society  shall  be  to  keep  alive  and  preserve  that  Itindly  and 
cordial  feeling  which  has  been  one  of  the  characteristics  of  this  Army  durii^ 
its  career  in  the  service,  and  which  has  given  it  such  harmony  of  action,  and 
contributed,  in  no  small  degree,  to  its  glorious  achievements  in  our  country's 

The  ftune  and  glory  of  all  the  officers  belonging  to  this  Army,  who  have 
fallen  either  on  the  field  of  battle,  or  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  shall  be  a  sacred 
trust  to  this  Society,  which  shall  cause  proper  memorials  of  their  services 
to  be  collected  and  preserved,  and  thus  transmit  their  names  with  honor  to 
posterity. 

The  families  of  all  such  officers  who  shall  be  in  indigent  circumstances  will 
have  a  claim  upon  the  generosity  of  the  Society,  and  will  be  relieved  by  the 
voluntary  contributions  of  its  members  whenever  brought  to  their  attention. 
In  like  manner,  the  fame  and  suffering  iamlliea  of  those  officers  who  mav 
hereafter   be  stricken  down  by  death  shall  be  a  trust  in  the  hands  of  their 


For  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  these  objects,  the  Society  shall  be  organized 
by  the  annual  election  of  a  President  and  Vice-Presidents.  The  Vice-Presi- 
dents to  be  chosen,  one  from  each  Army  Corps  of  the  old  Army  of  Ihe 
Tennessee,  and  a  Corresponding  and  a  Recording  Secretary, 

The  Society  shall  meet  once  in  every  year,  and  those  officers  who,  for  any 
cause,  are  unable  to  attend  its  meeting,  will  be  expected  to  write  to  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  the  Society,  and  impart  such  information  in  regard  to 
themselves  as  they  may  desire,  and  which  may  be  of  interest  to  their  brother 
officers.  Honoring  the  glorious  achievements  of  our  brothers-in-arms  belonging 
to  other  armies,  whose  services  have  contributed,  in  an  equal  degree,  in  the 
re -establishment  of  our  Government,  and  desiring  to  draw  closer  to  them  in 
the  bonds  of  social  feeling,  the  President  or  either  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of 
this  Society  shall  be  authorized  to  invite  the  attendance  of  any  officer  of  the 
United  States  Army  at  any  of  our  annual  meetings. 
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AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 


First.  That  the  firet  sentence  of  the  third  article  of  the  Constitution  be 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"The  Society  shall  be  organized  by  the  annual  election  of  a  President  and 
nix  Vice-PreaidenU,  a  Recordli^  Secretary-,  a  Corresponding  Secretarj-,  and 


annum  be  paid  by  each  member  to  the  Recording 
rB.ised  to  be  paid  by  him  to  the  Tre. 


expenses  of  the  Society  may  be  expended  b_v  the 
Tant  of  the  President.  All  other  expenditures,  only 
f  the  Society. 


lake  a  report  to  the  annual  meeting  of  all  receipts  and 

lary  shall   report  to  the  annual  meeting  ail  money 

transferred  by  him  to  the  Treasurer. 

Secretary   shall   report   to   every   meeting  all  corre- 


ilutions  sliall  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  the  members 
nts  proposed  to  the  Constitution  shall  be  acted  upon 
ing  subsequent  to  the  one  at  which  they  may  be  pro- 
lement  be  dispensed  with  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 


shall  be  as  follows: 
irnal  of  the  previous  meeting. 
1  business  and  for 


:  any  meeting,  omit  to  designate  the  time  and  place  of 
'esident  stiall,  by  due  public  notice,  fix  the  time  and 
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THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 
PROCEEDINGS 
Society  of  the     Army  of  the   Tenne 


societv  of  t 
Chicai 

To  accomplish  its  third  annual  reunion  in  accordance  with  its 
adjournment  at  St.  Louis,  and  to  join  in  a  reunion  with  the  Soci- 
eties of  the  Armies  of  the  Cumberland,  the  Ohio,  and  the  Georgia, 
the  Socioty  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  was  called  to  assemble 
in  this  city  by  the  following  notices: 

Washington-  City,  D.  C,  Oeteber  15,  186S. 
Offictrt  of  the  Army  of  Ihe  Teitaeisee .• 

You  are  raspectrully  notified  that  in  accordance  with  your  last  adjournment, 
and  the  Ibllowtng  call  issued  by  Lieutenant -General  W.  T.  Sherman,  the  third 
annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  will  be  held 
in  the  citv  of  Chicago,  on  the  15th  day  of  December,  1868,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M, 
Everv  officer  who  has  at  any  time  served  in  the  Army  or  Department  of  the 
Tennessee,  is  entitled  to  membership,  and  to  all  such  an  earnest  invitation  is 
extended  to  be  present,  to  unite  with  our  brother  officers  of  the  Armies  of  the 
Cumberland,  Ohio,  and  Georgia,  in  perpetuating  that  kindly,  cordial  and  social 
feeling,  which,  amidst  scenes  and  events  now  historical,  ever  marked  our  inter- 
course with  the  soldiers  of  these  armies,  whose  hearts  stilt  beat  in  friendly 
unison  when  touched  by  the  memories  of  the  past. 

All  necessary  arrangemenU  for  the  meeting  will  be  made  by  the  following 
local  committee,  residents  in  Chic^o: 

General  Wm.  E.  Strong,  General  J.  M.  Corse,  Colonel  Harry  Gile,  Genera! 
John  McArthur,  General  James  Stockton,  and  Colonel  John  M.  Loomis,  to 
whom  letters  of  inquiry  may  be  addressed. 

Major-General  John  A.  Rawlins, 

President. 
Bricauier-Ggneral  a.  Hickenloopbr, 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Ciniinnali,  O. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Recording  Secretary,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  A^rii 20, 186S. 

Notice  JB  hereby  given,  tliat  the  Societies  representing  the  Armies  of  the 
Tennessee,  Cumberland,  Ohio,  and  Georgia,  will  meet  on  the  15th  and  l6th 
daya  of  December,  1868,  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  The  object  is  purely  social,  and 
designed  to  preserve  the  memories  of  Ihe  war,  and  to  cherish  the  friendships 
formed  during  that  period  of  our  nalion»l  hislorj.  All  are  cheerfully  invited 
to  be  present  and  participate. 

An  orator  has  been  appointed  for  each  army,  and  addresses  will  be  delivered 
on  the  night  of  the  15th  of  December,  and  a  grand  banquet  will  be  held  on 
the  night  of  the  t6th. 

Letters  of  inquiry  may  be  addressed  to  General  Wm.  E.  Strong,  Chicago, 
III.,  who  will  attend  to  all  preliminary  business,  until  a  joint  committee  of 
arrangements  has  been  appointed  to  carry  into  effect  the  above  plan. 

W.  T.  Shsrhan, 
Lieatenaiil- General  U.  S.  A. 


Crosby's  Music  Hall  had  been  selected  by  the  local  Committee 
of  Arrangements,  in  which  to  hold  the  meeting  of  the  Society,  and 
at  2  o'clock  it  organized.  The  President,  Major-General  Rawlins, 
and  the  senior  Vice-President,  Major-General  Howard,  not  being' 
present,  the  second  in  order  of  Vice-Presidents,  Major-General 
Giles  A.  Smith  assumed  the  chair,  and  announced  the  Society 
ready  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Coleman: 

Resolved,  That  in  consequence  of  the  temporary  absence  of  the 
Secretary,  Colonel  Dayton,  who  i^  engaged  in  important  business 
of  the   Society,  Colonel  T.  S.  Mather  act  as  Secretary,  pro   tern. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Joel; 

Resolved,  That  all  General  officers  present  be  invited  to  seats 
i,vith  the  President. 

The  President  extended  the  invitation. 

On  motion  of  General  Leggett: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  nominate 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  President  announced  the  committee  as  follows;  Major- 
General  M.  D.  Leggett,  Major-General  J.  M.  Corse,  Colonel  D.  C. 
Coleman,  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Benjamin  Spooner,  Colonel 
J.  M.  Hcdrick,  Colonel  Thomas  Reynolds  and  Colonel  George  G. 
Pride. 

rt .: c  --— -Tai  D  p  Grier: 

mmittee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  select  a 
lext  annual  meeting. 
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The  President  announced  the  committee  as  follows:  General 
D.  P.  Grier,  General  B.  F.  Potts,  General  E.  W.  Rice,  Major- 
General  W.  Q.  Gresham,  Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton,  U.  S.  A.,  and 
Colonel  K.  Knox,  U.  S.  A. 

Major-General  S.  A.  Hurlbut  ofTered  a  resolution  that  a  com- 
mittee of  thirteen  be  appointed  to  attend  the  inauguration  of  the 
President-elect.  Colonel  Fort  moved,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
resolution  of  General  Hurlbut,  that  a  committee  of  thirteen  be 
appointed  to  draft  an  address  of  congratulation  to  be  presented  to 
General  Grant,  the  President-elect.  Amendment  accepted.  Gen- 
eral Fletcher  offered  as  an  amendment,  that  the  motion,  as 
amended,  be  postponed  for  consideration  at  10  o'clock,  December 
i6th,  and  it  was  so  resolved. 

On  motion  of  General  Eldridge: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  call 
upon  General  Grant,  Lieutenant-General  Sherman,  Major-General 
Thomas,  Major-General  Schofield,  Major-General  Sloe  urn  and 
General  Cox,  and  invite  them  to  meet  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,  at  its  place  of  meeting,  on  December  16th,  at  such 
hour  as  they  may  designate. 

The  President  announced  General  Eldridge,  General  Webster 
and  General  Starring  as  such  committee,  and  requested  them  to 
also  act  as  escort. 

A  communication  was  here  received,  through  the  Chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  Arrangements,  as  follows: 

Chicago,  Dtcemhtr  IS.  1868. 
General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

CkaifmaH  Contmitiee  of  Arrangements : 
General: — I  am  authorUed  to  tender  the  use  of  the  Western  Union  Tele- 
graph Compan^'E  lines  for  the  tranBDiJEsion  of  official  messages  of  the  Society, 
and  alEo  the  family  mesMges  of  the  members  of  the  army  reunion,  during  the 
KMion  in  this  city. 

Anson  Stager, 
General  Suferinfemten/. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Unsolved,  That  our  thanks  are  accorded  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Company  for  its  liberality,  tendered  by  General  Anson 
Stager,  Superintendent. 

The  following  communication  was  also  presented  by  the  Secre- 
tary ^ro  iem; 
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Office  Union  Catholic  LiBBAitr  Association,  } 
Chicago,  December  IS,  1868.  f 

To  lie  Bxeenlive  Commillee  of  Ike  Army  of  ike  Tenaenee. 

Gentlembn: — On  behalf  of  the  Union  Catholic  Library  Asaociation,  of 
Chicago,  the  undersigned  extend  to  our  atsembled  army  veterans  a  most 
cordial  invitation  to  attend  the  "'  Fancj'  Bazaar,"  in  aid  of  the  AsBociation,  now 
being  held  at  the  Library  Hall,  corner  of  La  Salle  and  Randolph  Streets. 
The  Army  badges  will  entitle  members  to  admission  during  the  continuance 
of  the  Bazaar,  from  December  14  to  December  19,  inclusive. 
Respectful  I/, 

Thomas  Buckley, 
R.  J.  Brass, 
W.J.  Onahan, 

Commitief. 

The  invitation  was  accepted  and  a   vote  of  thanks  accorded. 

General  Grier  otTcred  as  a  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Adjutant-Generals,  Quartermaster-Generals, 
Commissary-Generals  and  their  aesistants,  and  all  other  stafl" 
officers  of  the  Governors  of  the  respective  States  that  furnished 
troops  for  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  during  the  war,  be  admitted 
to  membership  and  all  privileges  of  this  organization,  upon  their 
complying  with  existing  regulations. 

This  motion  elicited  discussion  by  difTerent  members,  and  upon 
■  the  question  being  brought  to  a  vote  was  rejected,  because  it  con- 
flicted with  the  Constitution  of  the  Society. 

There  being  no  further  business  for  the  present  consideration  of 
the  Society,  on  motion  of  Colonel  Wood: 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  stand  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  a.  m., 
December  i6th,  1868. 


The  Society  met  in  Crosby's  Music  Hall  at  10  o'clock  A.  M,,  pur- 
suant to  adjournment  of  December  15th,  and  was  called  to  order 
by  Vice-President  General  Giles  A.  Smith,  who  occupied  the 
chair.  By  his  invitation.  General  Fallows,  formerly  Chaplain  of 
the  32nd  Wisconsin  and  afterward  Colonel  of  the  49th  Wisconsin 
Volunteers,  opened  the  meeting  with  a  prayer  appropriate  to  the 
occasion,  invoking  Divine  blessings  upon  the  saviors  of  the  nation. 
askinET  God  to  assist  them  in  their  counsels,  and  to  make  it  a  happy 
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The  President  announced  the  meeting  ready  for  the  transaction 
of  business,  the  first  in  order  being  the  reading  of  the  journal  of 
the  previous  meeting.  The  Recording  Secretary  of  the  Society, 
Colonel  Dayton,  then  read  the  proceedings  of  the  last  annual 
meeting,  held  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  on  motion  of  Colonel 
Coleman,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  records  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  as  just 
read  by  the  Secretary,  be  adopted  and  so  entered  in  the  records 
of  the  Society. 

Next  in  the  order  of  business  being  appointment  of  committees 
un  business.  Colonel  Thomas  Reynolds  arose  to  a  question  of 
privilege,  and  desired  to  formally  announce  to  the  Society  the 
death  of  General  Cassius  Fairchild,  Fifth  Vice-President  of 
the  Society;  one  of  its  most  distinguished  and  beloved  members. 
Permission  was  granted,  when  he  said,  that  it  was  designed  that 
tJeneral  Howe  should  make  the  announcement  to  the  meeting, but 
owing  to  the  unavoidable  absence  of  that  distinguished  soldier, 
the  duty  devolved  upon  him.  For  upward  of  twenty  years  he  had 
known  General  Fairchild.  They  had  been  friends  and  neighbors. 
For  four  years  they  had  served  side  by  side  in  the  army.  He  Icnew 
him  as  a  citizen,  as  a  soldier  on  the  march,  at  the  bivouac,  and  in 
the  bloody  field  of  battle.  Knowing  and  appreciating  his  charac- 
ter so  well  as  he  did,  the  speaker  could  not  help  feeling  profound 
sorrow  when  he  looked  upon  his  vacant  chair,  and,  feeling  that 
some  token  of  regard  should  be  ofi'ered  to  their  departed  comrade. 
And  on  motion  of  Colonel  Reynolds; 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  draft  reso- 
lutions for  the  action  of  the  Society,  and  commemorative  of  the 
deceased  patriot  and  soldier,  Brigadier-General  Cassius  Fairchild. 

The  President  announced  the  committee  to  consist  of  Colonel 
Reynolds,  Generals  Belknap,  M.  F.  Force,  Scribner  and  Mc- 
Arthur. 

General  Rogers  desired  to  announce  the  death  of  Lieutenant- 
Colon  el  J.  J.Jones,  46th  Illinois  Infantrj',  andon  motion  of  General 
Rogers : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draft  reso- 
lutions for  the  consideration  of  the  Society,  as  expressive  of  its 
feelings  upon  learning  of  the  death  of  the  lamented  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  John  J.  Jones,  46th  Illinois  Infantry. 
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The  President  announced  the  committee  to  consist  of  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen:     Generals  Rogers,  Gresham  and  Corse. 

Colonel  Stone  announced  the  death  of  General  Charles  Mathies, 
and  on  his  motion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draft,  for 
(he  action  of  the  Society,  resolutions  of  condolence  for  the  friends 
oi  General  Mathies. 

The  President  announced  the  committee  to  be  as  follows: 
Colonel  J.  C.  Stone,  Colonel  J.  M.  Hedrick,  and  General  E.  W. 
Rice. 

There  being  no  other  committees  to  appoint,  the  President 
announced  that  in  accordance  with  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society, 
the  next  in  order  of  business  was  the  "receiving  of  reports,"  The 
Secretary  desired  to  file  his  annual  report,  and  was  requested  by 
the  President  to  read  it.     The  report  is  as  follows: 


RECORDING  SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

St.  Loi-is,  Mo.,  Deetmbrr  t.  1S6S. 
Major-General  John  A.  Rawi.tns. 

Preaidenl  Sotiety  Army  of  Ike  Tenncssfe: 
General:— Article  3rd  of  the  Bv-Laws  of  Ihe  Societj  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  requircB  of  me,  as  Recording  Secretary  of  the  Society,  to  render  at 
this  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  a  report.  Before  entering  upon  that  report. 
1  wish  to  •ta(e,  that  article  let  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society,  fixes  the  annual 
dues  of  the  members  at  one  {$1)  dollar  each. 

By  resolution  of  the  Society,  passed  at  its  annual  meeting  held  in  Cincinnati 
in  t866,  it  devolved  upon  the  Corresponding  Secretary  to  request  of  each 
member  a  contribution  of  five  ($5)  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a 
permanent  fund  for  the  use  of  the  Society. 

In  accordance  with  these  provisions  for  raising  money,  I  now  present  the 
following:      Since  mj-  last  annual  report  there  Itas  been  paid  me  bv   members 
in  compliance  with  article  first,  namely:     For  dues  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  ($276)  dollars;  and  in  response  to  the  resolution  cited,  as  passed  at  the 
a-n^,.^\  mo^finn.  r,f  rftfrfi  „,.A  ™™u-,— ,1  cincc  my  Isst  Qnnual  report,  five  hundred 
lid  me.  for  dues  and  permanent  fund,  a 
(#831)   dollars,  which  I   have,  in  com- 
r  to  the  Treasurer,  General  Foree,  and 

during  the  session  of  the  last  annual 
evious  year  had  been  made, 
responding  Secretary  has  notified  the 
he  Tennessee  of  this  provision  of  the 
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Societjr,  for  raising  funds  needed  to  carry  out  its  intentione,  by  circulating 
the  annual  report  of  the  proceedii^  of  the  Society,  at  its  annual  meeting  of 
1866,  prepared  by  the  Secretary  and  ordered  published  by  the  Society,  fifteen 
hundred  (1,500)  copies  of  whicli  were  sent  by  mail  to  the  known  address  of 

Further  notification  was  given  the  m,embers  as  follows;  I  arranged  the 
proceedings  of  the  last  annual  meeting  for  publication,  and  had  a  thousand 
copies  struck  off.  These  were  forwarded  to  the  members  by  the  Corresponding 
Secretary . 

All  money  for  the  Society  is  payable  to  the  Recording  Secretary,  which 
necessitates  his  keeping  an  individual  account  with  each  member.  Considering 
it  my  duty,  both  to  the  Society  and  to  members,  to  keep  them  informed  of 
their  financial  standing  with  the  Society,  I  prepared  a  circular,  making  a  state- 
tnent  of  their  accounts  in  accordance  with  tlie  provisions  of  the  Society,  and 
which  reads  as  follows: 


Sir; — Your  attention  is  invited  to  those  parts  of  the  Constitution  and 
By.Lawa  that  fix  the  membership,  and  specifies  the  authorised  assessments  and 
dues  of  the  Society. 

The  Secretary's  books  show  that  you  are  indebted  to  the  Society  in  con- 
formity thereto: 

For  due*, % 

Please  make  an  early  remittance  to  the  Secretary,  to  whom  all  monies  for 
the  Society  are  payable. 


These  circulars  were  also  forwarded  to  members  by  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  at  the  same  time  that  he  sent  the  report, 

i  have  t>een  thus  particular  in  making  my  report,  in  order  that  you  and 
the  members  of  the  Society  may  know  that  no  elfort  has  been  spared  to  give 
the  proper  information  to  them,  that  they  might  know  the  requirements  of  the 
Society. 

The  circulars  mentioned,  were  sent  to  members  in  June  last,  but  up  to  this 
time  only  twelve  (11)  persons  have  responded.  This  will  show  to  you  all,  that 
it  is  evident,  the  action  of  the  Society  thus  far,  to  provide  its  treasury  has  not 
been  adequate,  and  tliat  some  further  action  is  absolutely  needed,  which  fact 
is  more  specially  shown  by  the  Treasurer  in  hie  report.  1  therefore,  respecltiilly 
recommend  this  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  finance  committee  and  the 
Society  at  this  meeting. 

At  our  last  annual  meeting,  held  in  St.  Louis,  no  resolution  was  passed  by 
the  Society  to  provide  for  the  publication  and  distribution  of  the  proceedings, 
but  at  the  suggestion  of  some  of  the  members,  that  it  was  an  oversight,  I 
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undertook  the  task,  and  lucceeded  as  yoa  know.  The  expenses  were  paid  bv 
funds  secured  by  the  local  committee  of  arrangements  of  that  meeting,  and  the 
treasury  of  the  Society  was  not  called  on  for  any  money. 

I  would  further  suggest  that  some  definite  action  of  the  Society  be  taken  in 
regard  to  the  carrying  out  of  a  provision  of  the  Constitution  that  contemplates 
the  preservation  of  the  record  of  its  members,  especially  of  those  who  are  lost 
to  us  by  death.  Though  it  has  not  been  regularly  so  reported,  it  is  known 
that  several  have  died  since  our  Society  has  been  or^nized.  Time  is  fast 
obliterating  from  our  memories  many  interesting  features  of  their  service  and 
character,  and  we  ought,  without  further  delay,  give  this  subject  our  attention. 
1  un,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Davton, 
IJeulennHl-Cvlentl  U.  S.  A. 
Secretary  Society  of  Ike  Artny  0/  lie  Temntsiee. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Reynolds; 

Resolved,  That  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary,  as  Just  read, 
be  accepted. 

The  Treasurer  asked  permission  to  file  his  annual  report,  in 
accordance  with  the  By-Laws,  and  by  request  of  the  President, 
read  it  to  the  Society.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Chicago,  III,  December  15.  186S. 
At  the  last  annual  report  the  balance  remaining  in  the  Permanent  Fund  wac 
one  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars,  {(164).     Since  then  the  Recording  Secre- 
tary has  paid  in  five  hundred  and  fifty -five  dollars,  l$.i;55),  and  One  coupon  on  a 
Government  bond  has  been  collected,  making,  with  its  premium  on  gold,  twenty 
dollars  and   ninety-seven   cents,    ($30.97).      The  eipenditure   has   been  five 
hundred  and  forty  dollars,  (t;4o.),  paid  in  purchase  of  a  Government  bond  for 
five  hundred  dollars,  ((500),  on  which  another  coupou  will  be  due  January  i, 
1869.     Tkere  remains  with  the  Permanent  Fund,  Ikia  Government  bend,  and 
one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents,  ($199,97)  in  cash. 
At  the  last  meeting  the  balance  in  the  General  Fund  was  twenty-one  dollars 
((21).     Since  that  time  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  dollars,  0277).  have 
~  -  -     -      ■   -  (g  been  paid  out,  on  the  warrant  of  ihr, 

dred  and  twenty  dollars  and  seventy-six 
)/■  seventy-teven  dollars  and  ttueniy-four 

ety,  three  hundred  and  forty  dolbrs  were 
und  toward  payment  of  the  current  expen- 
recommend  that  the  balance  now  in  the 
lerein,  till  the  amount  equals  three  hundred 
Ted  to  the  Permanent  Fund. 
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I  took  the  responsibilitv  of  investing  the  money  of  the  PemiBnent  Fund*as 
soon  3A  enough  was  received,  in  a  Government  bond.  I  respectf  illy  recommend 
that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  from  time  to  lime  to  make  such  investments 
when  there  is  sufficient  money  on  hand. 

It  was  determined,  on  the  organization  of  the  Society,  to  create  a  Permanent 
Fund,  the  interest  of  which  would  be  enough  to  meet  the  incidental  expensee 
other  than  the  supper,  of  the  annual  meetings.  For  this  purpose  at  least  ten 
thousand  dollars  nhould  be  raised.  We  can  not  always  look  to  generous 
citizens  to  meet  these  expenses  for  us.  Enthusiasm  is  a  sentiment  of  too  high 
prestnire  to  be  permanent.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  some  immediate  slepi 
be  taken  to  carry  out  this  important  policy  of  the  Society. 

'm.  F.  Forcb, 
Treasurer  of  tie  Soriely  of  the  Army  of  lie  Tennestee. 

On  motion  of  General  B.  F.  Potts: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Treasurer,  as  just  read  bv 
himself,  be  accepted. 

Colonel  Reynolds,  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
draft  resolutions  expressive  of  the  feelings  of  the  Society  on 
learning  of  the  death  of  General  Fairchild,  asked  leave,  which 
was  granted,  to  file  their  report,  which  is  as  follows: 

Reaalved.  That  in  the  death  of  General  Cassias  Fairchild,  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,  of  wounds  received  in  battle,  his  wife  has  lost  a  tender  husband, 
his  family  an  affectionate  brother,  his  country  an  earnest  patriot  and  gallant 
soldier,  and  we,  his  fellows,  a  noble  and  generous  comrade. 

Retoh'ed,  That  we  tender  to  his  stricken  bride  and  bereaved  relatives,  a 
soldier's  sympathy,  asking  them  to  accept  with  us  the  consolation  we  find  in 
this  sorrow,  in  the  knowledge  that  his  name  is  on  the  roll  of  those  who  were 
not  born  to  die. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  widow,  and  each 
of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  deceased. 

\Signed  by  Ihr  Commitlee.\ 

On  motion  of  General  Force; 

Resolved,  That  the  report  as  filed  by  the  abo\  e  committee  be 
adopted. 

General  Leggett,  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  for  the 
nomination  of  officers  for  the  Society,  asked  leave  to  file  their 
report,  which  was  granted,  and  reads  as  follows: 

Chu-aoo,  Ir.L.,  December  ia,  IStSS. 
The  committee  appointed  to  nominate  officers  for  the  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee  for  the  ensuing  year,  submit,  as  their  report,  the   following'  . 
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For  President. 
Major-Geneni[  John  A.  Rawlins,  L'.  S.  A. 
Fi>r  i'i(f  Presidents . 
Major-Gencral  John  A.  Logan, 
Major-Gcneral  G.  M.  Dodge, 
Brevet  Major-General  B.  F.  Potls, 
Brevet  Major-General  W.  CtiOresham, 
Brigadier-General  T.  C.  Fletcher, 
Brigadier -Gen  era  I  N.  Riiik. 
Far  Reeordiiig  Secretary. 
Lieutenant -Colonel  L.  M.  Davton,  U,  S.  A. 

For  Correspondimg  Secretary. 

Brevet  Brigadier -Gen  era  I  A.  Ilickenlooper. 

For  Treasurer. 

Brevet  Major-General  M.  F.  Force. 

[Signed  by  the  Commilfee.\ 

Oil  motion  of  General  Fuller: 
Resolved,  That  the  report,  as  read,  be  adopted. 
On  motion  of  General  Leggett: 

Resolved,  That  the  rules  of  business  proceeding  be  suspended, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  election  of  officers  for  the 
Society  for  the  ensuing  year. 

On  motion  of  General  W.  W.  Belknap: 

Resolved,  That  the  persons  presented  by  the  Committee  on 
Nomination  of  Officers  are  unanimously  elected  to  the  positions 
recommended,  and  are  duly  nuthorized  to  act  respectively  and 
accordingly  as  officers  of  the  Society. 

The  President  pro  tern,  announced,  that  by  the 'resolution  jnst 
passed,  the  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  to  be 

Major-General  John  A.  Rawlins,  U.  S,  A.,  President. 
Major-General  John    A.    Logan,    ist    Vice-President. 
Major-General  G.  M.  Dodge,  2nd 
Brevet  Major-Gencral  B.  F.  Potts,  3rd 
Brevet  Major-General  W.  Q.  Gresham,  4th     ■' 
Brigadier-General  T.  C.  Fletcher,  5th 
;ral  N.  Rusk,  6th 

onel  L.  M.  Dayton,  U.  S.  A.,  Rec.  Secretary. 
er-General  A.  Hickenlooper,  Cor.  Secretary, 
xcneral  M.  F.  Force,  Treasurer. 
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The  presiding  officer,  General  Smith,  asked  leave  to  vacate  the 
chair,  in  the  absence  of  the  President-elect,  in  favor  of  the  First 
Vice-President-elect,  General  Logan,  who  assumed  the  chair  as 
presiding  officer,  amidst  applause,  and  addressed  the  Society  in 
these  words: 

Fellow-Comradks  ©f  the  Army  of  the  Texnessee; — 
[great  applause]  I  presume  that  not  one  of  the  men  whose 
names  are  registered  as  your  officials  for  the  year,  in  the  report 
just  read,  but  feels  a  just  pride  in  your  selection,  and  toward  you 
grateful  for  the  compliment  bestowed.  Upon  assuming  the 
responsibility  of  your  presiding  officer,  it  may  be  proper  for  mc 
to  say  something  in  regard  to  those  officers  of  the  army  who  arc  not 
present  with  us  here  to-day.  In  selecting  General  John  A.  Rawlins 
as  your  President  you  have  made  a  noble  choice.  He  is  a  man  of 
intellect  and  courage — one  whose  nobility  is  unquestioned,  and 
whose  generosity  is  as  boundless  in  expanse  as  the  ocean.  Alas  ! 
there  are  others  absent  from  our  midst  with  whom  we  have  fought 
side  by  side  upon  many  a  bloody  field — McPherson,  [cheers]  than 
whom  the  war  produced  no  greater  commander  save  one,  our 
President-elect.  There  are  many  others  whom  I  think  of  now. ' 
They  died  that  we  might  live.  Then  let  us  so  live  that  we  may 
emulate  them  in  a  noble  death.  I  hope  that  while  presiding  I 
shall  secure  all  due  aid  and  assistance  in  the  performance  of  my 
duties  from  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  commemorative 
of  General  Mathies,  asked  leave  and  presented  as  their  report  res- 
olutions as  follows: 

Retelved,  That  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  leam&,  with  the 
deepest  r^rel,  of  the  death  of  the  late  General  Charles  S.  Mathies,  of  Iowa, 
an  adopted  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who,  in  the  late  war  for  the  Union, 
first  served  as  Captain  in  the  distinguished  First  Iowa  Volunteers,  then  as 
Lieutenant -Colonel  of  the  Filth  Iowa,  then  as  Colonel  of  that  noted  command. 
from  which,  for  the  most  intrepid  gallantry-  and  efficient  conduct  at  the  battle 
of  luka,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier-General,  in  that  capacity 
maintaining  the  reputation  he  had  justly  earned,  and  greatly  adding  to  it 
throughout  all  the  campaigns  and  operationx  of  General  Sherman  to  the 
victory  of  Missionary'  Ridge,  where  he  was  severely  wounded. 

Resolved,  That  the  pure  personal  character,  strict  individual  and  political 
integrity,  valor,  and  militarv  services  of  General  Mathies  most  justly  won  for 
him  general  respect  whilst  he  was  living,  and  entitle  his  memory  to  be  cherished 
in  the  hearts  of  all^ood  and  patriotic  citizens  now  that  he  is  dead. 

\Sigtted  hy  Ike  Committer.] 
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On  motion  of  General  Dodge: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  draft 
resolutions  of  respect  to  the  late  General  Charles  S.  Mathies  be 
adopted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  resolutions  respecting  Col- 
onel John  J.  Jones,  presented  the  following  report: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Him  above  to  take  from  among  ue  our  brave  and 
honored  comrade.  Colonel  John  J.  Jones,  late  Colonel  of  (he  Forlv-sixth 
Illinois;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved.  Thai  «e  revere  his  memon',  and  remember  with  pride  hig  brave 
and  daring  deeds  at  Fort  Donelson,  Shiloh  and  other  fietde  throughout  the 
late  war. 

Retolvfd,  That  we  tender  to  his  bereaved  wife  and  friends  the  consolations 
of  this  organization. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  t>e  rurniahed  to  the  widow  and 
parents  of  the  deceased. 

[Signed  by  lie  Commillei:] 

On  motion  of  General  Giles  A.  Smith: 

Jfeso/ved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  draft 
.  resolutions  of  respect  to  Colonel  John  J.  Jones  be  adopted. 

Colonel  Coleman,  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  at  the 
last  annual  meeting  to  report  a  design  of  seal  and  certificate  of 
membership  of  the  Society,  reported  that  it  had  been  impossible 
to  get  a  meeting  or  conference  of  the  committee, and  that  nothing 
had  been  done;  and  on  his  own  motion 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  report  a  design  for 
a  seal  and  certificate  of  membership  be  discharged. 

On  motion  of  General  Potts: 

Resolved,  That  Generals  Force,  Hickenlooper  and  Yorke  be 
authorized  as  a  committee  to  report  to  the  Society  a  design  for 
seal  and  certificate  of  membership. 

General  Sanborn  moved  that  before  the  resolution  should  be 
put  to  vote  it  he  amended  so  as  to  read,  "That  the  committee  be 
authorized  to  adopt  a  design  for  seal  and  certificate  of  member- 
ship for  the  Society." 

General  Potts  accepted  the  amendment,  and  the  resolution,  so 
amended,  was  adopted. 

General  Grier,  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to  select 
the  place  for  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  reported  that 
the  committee  had  not  reached  any  conclusion,  and  desired  an 
extension  of  time  for  considering  the  matter,  and   that  the  com- 
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mittee  might  confer  with  resident  officers  of  diflerent  cities  in 
which  it  would  be  desirable  to  hold  the  meeting. 

On  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  select 
the  locality  for  holding  the  next  annual  meeting  be  accepted,  and 
the  committee  is  granted  further  time,  according  to  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties  in  making  such 
selection;  and,  when  made,  ^vill  report  the  same  at  once  to  the 
President,  General  John  A.  RawIIn*. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  a  design  for  a  Society  badge 
was  called  on  for  a  report.  The  chairman  of  the  committee.  Col- 
onel Joel,  not  being  present,  and  not  having  made  any  report. 
Colonel  Dayton,  next  in  order  of  the  committee,  stated  that  so  far 
as  he  knew,  the  committee  had  never  been  called  together  for 
deliberation,  and  he  had  been  unable  to  learn  that  anything  had 
been  done,  and  presumed  there  had  not;  and  therefore  asked,  by 
reason  of  there  being  no  probability  that  the  committee  appointed 
would  do  anything,  that  the  committee  be  discharged. 

By  resolution  of  the  Society  the  committee  was  discharged. 

On  motion  of  General  Dodger 

Resolved,  That  Generals  Force,  Hickenlooper  and  Yorke,  the 
committee  appointed  to  select  and  adopt  a  device  for  seal  and 
certificate  of  membership,  shall  constitute  a  committee  to  adopt 
and  report  a  device  for  a  badge  of  the  Society,  and  are  instructed 
to  incorporate  in  such  device  a  representation  of  the  corps  badge 
of  each  corps  that  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

General  Hickenlooper,  on  behalf  of  the  McPherson  Monument 
Committee,  was  granted  leave  to  read  and  file  his  report  of  trans- 
actions for  the  past  year,  as  follows: 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  OS  McPHERSON  MONUMEN'T. 


Chicago,  Drttmber  IS,  I8S3. 
GaNEit,(L  John  A.  Rawlinh, 

President  Society  of  lit  A  riny  of  tki-  Tennetsee. 

Sir: — On  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  McPherson  Monument,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  Tor  (he  infonnation  of  the  Societv  the  fallowing  report: 
The  balance  remaining  in  my  hands  Nov.  14.  i8>>7,  m  per  report 

submitted  at  our  la«t  annual  meeting,         .....       (3,111   il 
Amount  reported  by  General  Leggttt.      ...         -         -  ■•934  3^ 

Amount  reported  hy  McPherson  Monument  ABsociation  of  Clyde, 

Ohio,  excluBive  of  t3>ooo  expended  for  grounds  and  improvements,     3.000  00 


»7-05S  \i 


Total  reported  on  hand  Nov.  14,  1867. 
Since  that  date  I  have  received  the  following  subscriptiot 
Nov.     18,  1867— Lieutenant  Chas.  E.  Griffin,  -         t 

"         II,     "        Dr.  S.  P.  Bonner, 
Jan'y      6,  186S— Captain  J.  S.  Foster, 
18,     "        Francis  Skiddy, 
10,     "        Colonel  T.  Reynolds,      . 
■'       38,     "        General  W.  E.  Strong, 
March   9,     "        Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton, 
June     27,     "        Colonel  James  Pcckham, 
Sept.    13,    "        Colonel  E.  F.  Winslow, 
Dec.     12.     "<        Captain  John  Ried, 
Received  from  interest  account,  ....  376  74 — $1,853  99 

♦8,90943 
There  having  been  no  expenditures  from  this  fund  during  the 
year,  leaves  balance  in  my  hands,  at  this  lime,  of        -         ■         ■        t4'975   "> 

1  have  received  no  information  either  from  General  Leggetl  or 
tlie  McPherson  Monument  Association  at  Clyde,  Ohio,  which  will 
enable  me  to  give  any  definite  information  in  regard  to  the  fund^  . 
in  their  hands.  Supposing  it  has  increased  by  accumulating  interest 
only,  (six  per  cent.),  it  will  amount  to  not  less  than,  in  (he  hands 

of  General  Leggett, 3,060  04 

And  in  the  hands  cf  McPherson  Monument  Association  of  Clyde, 
Ohio, 3,130  00 

Making  the  aggregate  of t9>i6.s  >4 

At  our  last  meeting  considerable  enthusiasm  was  manifested  by  our  memberi- 
apon  the  subject  of  raising  a  sufficient  sum  to  enable  the  committee  to  proceed 
uitb  the  erection  of  the  monument.     Various  sums  were  pledged,  and  sub- 
twenty-two  persons  making  such  pledges,  but 
irted  collections,  viz:  General   W.  E.  Strong, 
d  Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton. 
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In  reply  to  ray  tetterc  requesting  information  as  to  progress  made  in  this 
matter,  jive  of  those  persons  answered,  assigning  various  reasons  Ibr  having 
neglected  to  carry  out  the  good  intentions  expressed^at  St  Louis — the  remain- 
der are  unheard  from. 

In  conctusion,  I  can  not  too  earnestlv  urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  further 
and  more  energetic  exertion,  and  remind  jou  that  we,  as  a  Society,  have 
pledged  ourselves  to  the  erection  of  this  monument. 

As  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  has  never  yet  failed  in  anything  it  has 
undertaken,  let  us  not  do  so  in  this,  but  put  forth  renewed  efTorts,  and  the 
result  will  add  one  more  to  the  many  achievementa  which  we  are  proud  to 
look  back  upon. 

A.  HiCKEXLOOPER, 

Stcretary. 

At  the  conclusion  of  reading  the  report  of  General  Hickenlooper, 
he  desired  General  Logan  to  express  his  views  in  regard  to  this 
subject,  which  he  did  in  the  most  interesting  and  feeling  manner, 
eliciting  the  commendation  of  the  members  present.  The  mention 
of  McPherson's  name  and  that  the  Society  proposed  to  assist  in 
the  erection  of  a  monument  over  his  grave,  was  sufficient  to  claim 
the  earnest  attention  of  all.  Colone!  McMillan  also  made  some 
remarks,  approving  the  efforts  of  the  Society,  and  thought  if  a 
committee  were  appointed  to  solicit  subscriptions  in  New  York 
City,   money  might  be  obtained   there. 

On    motion  of  General'  Hickenlooper: 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Charles  R.  McMillan,  Colonel  S.  M. 
Bowman,  and  Colonel  G.  G.  Pride,  be  appointed  a  special  com- 
mittee to  solicit  subscriptions  in  the  City  of  New  York,  on  behalf 
of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  in  aid  of  the  McPher- 
son  Monument  Association. 

On  motion  of  General  Noycs: 

Resolved,  That  the  most  earnest  thanks  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  are  accorded  to  Mr.  Francis  Skiddy  of 
New  York,  for  his  liberal  contribution  of  one  thousand  dollars  in 
aid  of  the  McPherson  monument  fund. 

At  this  point  Lieutenant-General  Sherman  entered  the  hall, 
and  was  received,  on  presentation,  with  many  cheers  and  raptur- 
ous applause.  Learning  what  the  point  of  business  was  that  the 
Society  was  discussing,  he  stated  that  he  had  something  referring 
to  it  and  which  he  would  at  once  engage  in,  if  in  order. 

Specially  stating  to  the  reporters  present,  that  he  had  to  speak 
of  the  private  affairs  of  General  McPherson  and  a  young  lady  to 
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whom  he  was  engaged  to  be  married,  when  killed,  he  requested 
the  reporters  to  omit  this  subject  in  their  reports,  he  said: 

Fellow-Soldiers: — I  understand  that  the  subject  now  com- 
inument.  You 
I  engaged  to  a 
IcLean.  It  was 
[cLean  in  Cal- 
jntry  until  we 
Mr.  McLean 
implished,  and 
and  was  gcn- 
n  she  lived  in 
;d  upon  by  Mr. 
r  the  course  of 
four  thousand 
ia,  as  contribu- 
lat  his  widow 
t  West  Point, 
t,  the  amount 
I  immediately 
ted  the  claims 
remises,  and  I 
llected  by  Mr. 
cting  over  the 
his  fact  to  me 
and  will  now 


iL'is  McL.EA^^ 

s  named,  that 
he  selection  of 
•on  as  possible. 
ns  upon  us,  or 
lobleness  as  a 
do  think  if  a 
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modest  memorial  is  erected  ovef  his  grave  now,  with  the  money 
we  have,  it  will  do  him  more  honor  than  if  we  defer  until  years 
hence  and  erect  one  more  costly. 

General  Sherman  desired  further  to  say  a  few  words  in  con- 
nection with  letters  he  had,  though  not  regarding  the  matter 
under  immediate  consideration,  he  asked  it  as  a  privilege  because 
he  had  some  engagements  that  would  prevent  his  remaining 
during  the  regular  course  of  business.  He  spoke  of  the  lamented 
General  Ransom  in  the  strongest  terms  of  approbation  as  a  soldier 
and  gentleman,  and  also  read  a  letter  from  a  Mr.  Bridgeman  of 
Xcw  York,  in  which  he  hopes  the  matter  of  erecting  a  monument 
to  General  Ransom  will  be  looked  to  at  this  meeting.  He  sub- 
mitted the  letters  for  consideration  of  the  Society,  and  asked  its 
members  to  do  what  they  could  in  furtherance  of  the  object.  The 
letter  reads; 

New  York,  Drcember  8,  1S6S. 

LlKUTBNANT-GtSBRAL  W.  T.  ShKRMAK; 

Dbar  Sir: — The  remains  of  ray  friend  General  Ransom,  who  died  at  Rome, 
Ga.,  more  than  four  years  ago,  were  taken  to  Chicago  for  interment,  by  his 
requeit.  The  city  that  he  loved,  honored  him  as  one  so  gallant  should  be 
honored  at  his  burial,  but  if  1  mistake  not,  there  is  not  a  stone  to  mark  the 
spot  where  he  steeps,  and  no  movement  on  foot  to  place  one  there.  It  has 
occurred  to  me  that  some  word  might  be  said  by  some  of  the  speakers  at  the 
reunion  next  week,  that  would  incite  to  action  the  generous  people  of  Chicago, 
who  are  going  ahead  so  fast  that  they  forget  the  past  and  need  to  have  their 
memory  jogged.  Certainly  that  city  should  build  a  monument  to  one  so  brave 
and  noble,  who  has  laid  down  hie  life  in  their  service. 

1  am  sure  you  will  sympathize  with  what  I  have  written.  I  hope  you  will 
excuse  the  liberty  a  stranger  takes.  I  will  only  add,  I  am  a  friend  of  Mr. 
Healy,  the  artist. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  II.  Brioubman. 

General  Sherman  here  spoke  of  Admiral  Farragut  and  Vicc- 
Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  presenting  letters  from  them  explaining 
why  they  could  not  accept  his  invitations  and  attend  this  reunion. 
Admiral  Porter  was  at  one  time  in  command  of  the  Mississippi 
Squadron,  and  worked  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  commanders 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  His  letter  was  wholly  private, 
^nd  but  few  extracts  could  be  read  from  it,  these,  however,  elicited 
■  much  applause  from  the  hearers. 

Admiral  Farragut's  letter  was  read  in  full,  as  follows: 
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Dear  Generai.: — Your  very  kind  letter  of  the  2ik]  iiutant,  inviting  me  to 
join  your  reunion  of  the  WeEtem  Armio,  at  Ibeir  regular  annual  meeting, 
has  just  been  received.  To  be  present  upon  such  an  occasion,  lor  the  most 
excellent  purpose  of  keeping  alive  and  cementing  more  Btrongiv  the  bonds  of 
friendship  formed  in  trials  of  fire  and  blood,  and,  in  fart,  even-  hardship  inci- 
dent to  a  war  of  the  mo«t  denperale  character  that  ever  aiflicled  a  nation,  and 
through  which  their  gallant  leaders  conducted  them  with  such  unparalleled 
success,  from  the  mountains  of  the  West  to  the  ocean  beach  on  the  Elast,  would. 
I  tan  assure  you,  give  me  the  greatest  possible  gratification,  if  it  was  only  to 
experience  the  pleasure  of  hearing  the  soldiers  of  that  grand  army  tight  their 
many  battlcn  over  again  and  make  their  criticism  on  the  acts  of  their  comrades, 
whilst  I  could — in  my  time  I  could— occasionally  tell  them  how  these  affairs 
were  looked  upon  by  the  different  nations  of  Europe;  how  they  had  hv  their 
deeds  astonished  and  aroused  the  admiration  of  the  most  distinguished  military 
men  throughout  the  countries  I  have  so  recently  visited;  but  I  regret-  that  it 
will  not  be  in  my  power  to  visit  the  West  this  winter.  I  beg  you  to  believe 
me,  however,  when  I  say  that  I  fully  appreciate  your  desire  to  receive  me  with 
yards  manned,  and  the  kind  expressions  of  friendship  which  I  can  assure  you 
I  cordially  reciprocate.  1  sincerely  hope  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
you  during  next  Spring,  but  my  time  i«  so  much  occupied  al  present  that  I  am 
not  able  to  make  any  engagements  ahead.  1  am.  General, 
Very  sincerely  vours, 

D.  G.  Kabrault. 

LlEI-'TENASiT-GESERAL  SHERMAN.    U.    S.    A. 

New  York,  Detember  8,  I86S. 

General  Sherman  now  made  one  more  appeal  to  the  members 
to  hasten  the  movement  toward  erecting  a  monument  to  General 
McPherson,  giving  it  as  his  opinion  that  we  should  secure  all 
subscriptions  and  complete  the  whole  during  the  coming  year. 
He  was  now  done,  and  kindly  thanking  his  listeners  for  the 
patience  with  which  they  had  heard  him,  he  withdrew,  the  mem- 
bers giving  him  rapturous  applause  and  three  cheers. 

Resuming  the  business  under  consideration,  General  Hickeu- 
loopcr,  on  behalf  of  the  committee,  explained  at  some  length  the 
impraclicability  of  fixing  upon  any  particular  date  upon  which  to 
close  the  subscriptions.  As  the  monument  is  to  be  erected  not 
alone  for  the  present,  but  for  future  generations,  the  committee  do 
not  deem  it  advisable  to  be  too  hasty  in  concluding  a  long  and 
laborious  task.  Their  past  efforts  must  be  taken  as  an  earnest  of 
what  will  be  done  in  the  future;  while  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
subscriptions  pledged  will  be  promptly  paid,  the  committee  coulfl 
not  consent  to  go  on  and  contract  for  the  monument  until  the 
money  necessary  to  pay  for  it  is  actually  in  their  possession,  or 
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under  their  immediate  control.  The  fund  is  steadily  increasing, 
and  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  it  would  be  better  to  wait 
until  the,  desired  sum,  fifteen  thousand  dollars  (^ig.cxxt),  can  be 
obtained,  rather  than  erect  a  monument  with  the  comparatively 
small  ^um  now  on  hand.  As  soon  an  the  California  fund  and  the 
Clyde  Association  subscriptions  are  paid  in,  the  committees  will 
be  in  a  condition  to  act,  but  even  then  ample  time  must  be  given 
them  to  advertise  for  plans,  make  their  selection,  and  contract  for 
the  work.  After  which  he  reported  the  subscriptions  received 
during  the  present  meeting,  as  follows  : 

Colonel  Ad.  Sanders     -  9  5  oo  Captain  E,  W,  Lucas,  -  -(500 

Major  O.  D.  Kinsman,       -  -       j  00  Colonel  I~  H,  Whittlesey,  5  00 

Colonel  F,  H.  Madenburg,    -  10  oa  General  C.  E.  Lippencot.  -         5  00 

General  J.  B.  Sanborn,  -     25  00  Colonel  H.  Schoficld,  5  00 

Captain  L.  F.  Ross,       -       -  10  oo  General  E.  F  Nojes,     ■  -       10  00 

General  H.  T.Reid,     -  -   100  00  General  J.  W.  Sprague,     -  1000 

Captain  A-  Barto,    -       -       -  5  00  Colonel  John  P.  Hall,     ■  -         5  00 

General  G.  M.  Dodge,  -     ^a  00  Major- Gen.  John  A.  Logan,     150  00 

Sui^eon  Plummer,          -      -  5  00  Colonel  S.  A.  Stockdale,  10  00 

Lieutenant  Francis  Rutger,  -      5  00  Colonel  John  Logan,       ■  50  00 

Captain  Ed.  Spear,        -       -  15  oo  Colonel  Richard  Rowett.  -       10  00 

Colonel  J.  H.  Howe,         -  -      s  00  General  Giles  A.  Smith,   -  50  00 

Suigeon  A.  E.  Heighway,     -  10  00  General  L.  E.  Yorke.  -       15  00 

Cash, 1  00  Colonel  A,  Sabtne,     -      -  Jo  00 

General  W.  E.  Strong,         -  50  00 

And  his  statement  was  greeted  with  cheers. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Dayton: 

Resohed,  That  the  thanks  of  tlie  Society  are  hereby  accorded 
to  Mr.  Louis  McLean,  formerly  of  San  Francisco,  now  of  Balti- 
more, for  the  assistance  he  has  given  us  through  Lieutenant-Gcnerat 
Sherman  in  securing  the  California  subscription  to  be  used  by 
our  Society  with  its  association  fund,  to  place  the  McPherson 
monument  over  his  remains,  at  Clyde,  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  General  Smith: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  McPherson 
monument,  as  given  by  General  Hickenlooper,  be  accepted. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Society  were  again  interrupted  by  the 
arrival  of  Major-General  Geo.  H.  Thomas,  U.  S.  A.,  and  President 
of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  who  was  greeted 
in  a  most  kindly  manner  by  rounds  of  cheers.  It  seemed  to  be  a 
very  gratifying   incident    to   our    Society    to    be    visited  by    the 
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President  of  a  kindred  society — by  one  who  had,  during  long 
campaigns,  so  ably  co-operated  with  their  own  efforts  in  the  one 
common  object.  General  Logan  formally  presented  him  to  the 
Society,  when  he  said: 

Soldiers: — As  I  belonged  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  for  a 
short  time,  I  hope  you  will  permit  me  to  make  a  few  remarks.  I 
am  gratified  to  be  so  courteously  received.  Now  at  the  present 
time  there  is  a  very  interesting  meeting  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, to  which  I  especially  belong,  and  I  must  be  there  to  keep 
them  in  order. 

Three  cheers  were  proposed  for  General  Thomas,  and  given 
with  a  will. 

The  subject  of  a  monument  for  General  Ransom  was  then 
brought  up  by  General  Dodge,  who  urged  the  matter,  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  some  definite  action  would  be  taken. 

General  Wallace  referred  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Bridgeman,  that 
had  been  read  to  the  Society,  and  said  that  the  remains  of  General 
Ransom  are  now  deposited  in  Rose  Hill  Cemetery,  the  point 
selected  for  them,  and  that  an  association  of  the  friends  of  General 
Ransom  and  citizens  of  Chicago  were  endeavoring  to  erect  a 
monument  to  his  memory,  and  desired  the  assistance  of  the 
Society. 

On  motion  of  General  Dodge: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  citizen  association  of  Chicago  intending  to  erect  a  monument 
commemorating  General  T.  E.  G.  Ransom;  said  committee  to  be 
Generals  W.  E.  Strong,  F.  A.  Starring,  Ezra  Taylor,  Jos.  Stockton 
and  Colonel  L.  H.  Whittlesey. 

On  motion  of  General  Giles  A.  Smith: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  accorded  as  fol- 
lows: To  the  local  committees  who  have  had  in  chaise  the 
arrangement  of  this  reunion,  for  their  untiring  exertions,  judgment 
and  skill  displayed  in  contributing  so  largely  to  the  success  and 
pleasure  of  this  meeting.  To  the  Glee  Club,  that  has  done  so 
much  to  enhven  the  occasion  by  their  excellent  singing.  To  the 
various  railway  companies  who  have  carried  our  members  to  and 
from  this  meeting  at  reduced  rates.  To  the  citizens  of  this  city, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  for  their  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy, 
and  their  personal  presence  on  appropriate  occasions,  to  encour- 
age and  add  to  the  interest  of  our  meetings. 
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On  motion  of  General  Wallace; 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  conveyed  to  General 
Giles  A.  Smith,  for  the  able,  gentlemanly  and  devoted  manner  in 
which  he  has  presided  at  this  meeting  while  a  Vice-President  of 
the  Society. 

On  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  tendered  "  The 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade"  for  the  great  respect  and  deference  that 
has  been  shown  by  it  toward  those  gathered  here  to  participate  in 
this  reunion,  in  giving  the  free  use  of  their  unequaled  trade  room  to 
hold  our  banquet  in,  and  for  adjourning  their  regular  trade  session 
this  day,  that  the  room  might  be  prepared  for  us,  and  that  this 
recognition  of  the  same  be  communicated  in  writing. 

On  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  tendered  our  dis- 
tinguished comrade  General  W.  W.  Belknap  for  his  able  and  elo- 
quent address,  delivered  at  the  reunion  of  the  Societies  of  the 
Armies  of  the  Tennessee,  Cumberland,  Georgia,  and  Ohio  at 
Crosby's  Opera  House  last  evening,  in  behalf  of  this  Society,  and 
that  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  instructed  to  notify  hhn  in 
writing. 

General  Grant  visited  the  Society  at  this  time,  escorted  by  the 
committee  selected  for  that  purpose.  His  entrance  to  the  hall  was 
the  signal,  and  %vas  followed  by  the  most  emphatic  enthusiasm 
and  bursts  of  cheers.  The  Society  and  spectators  entire,  arose 
and  stood  to  receive  their  old  and  first  commander,  under  whose 
guidsince  thev  had  won  so  many  victories,  and  preserved  the 
nation  to  peace.     In  introducing  him  the  President  said: 

Genti.KMEN: — I  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you  the 
President-elect,  who  has  proved  his  faith  bv  his  works. 

He  was  received  with  long  and  loud  cheers,  and  in  response 
said: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: — My  first  asso- 
ciations in  the  beginning  of  the  rebellion,  through  which  we  have 
so  happily  passed,  was  with  you,  and  with  the  other  officers  of  the 
army  who  fought  so  gallantiv  with  vou.  I  am  heartilv  glad  to  be 
with  you.  I  thank  you  heartily  for  this  reception,  and  the  country 
thanks  you  for  your  deeds.  I  am  now  suffering  from  one  of  those 
neuralgic  headaches  with  which  I  am  periodically  afflicted,  and 
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which  prevents  me,  even  were  I  so  inclined,  from  saying  anvl 
farther  on  this  occasion.     [Loud  and  prolonged  cheering.] 


On  motion  of  General  Force: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  members  present,  that 
officers  who  served  in  such  parts  of  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi 
prior  to  its  being  consolidated  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
but  who  were  compelled  to  abandon  the  service  by  reason  of 
wounds  or  disabling  sickness,  are  entitled  to  membership  in  this 
Society. 

In  the  mean  time.  Generals  Schofield  and  Cox,  and  Governor.s 
Oglesby  and  Marshall  had  arrived  to  visit  the  Society,  In  response 
to  loud  calls  General  Schofield  was  presented  and  received  with 
repeated  cheers.  He  made  a  few  remarks,  devoted  principally  to 
a  description  of  the  joint  movements  of  the  grand  army  under 
General  Sherman  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea,  and  of  the  other  parts 
in  the  battles  of  Franklin  and  Nashville.  At  the  conclusion  cheei> 
were  again  given  him. 

General  Sherman  was  loudly  called  on  for  a  speech,  and  in 
response  said: 

Gentlemen: — I  have  spoken  to  you  already,  and  I  will  probably 
be  engaged  for  eight  hours  to-night  presiding  at  the  banquet.  I 
have  manifested  and  always  will  manifest,  a  spirit  of  submission 
to  the  desires  of  my  old  army  comrades,  and  will  do  so  now.  I 
wish,  however,  to  preserve  my  voice  and  keep  it  as  clear  as  possi- 
ble for  use  this  evening.  For  these  reasons  I  hope  you  will  excuse 
me  from  making  further  remarks  at  present.     [Applause.] 

Governor  Oglesby  was  called  for,  and  on  being  introduced  by 
the  President  said,  that  he  was  a  living  specimen  of  the  gratitude 
of  the  people  to  the  soldiers.  It  was  because  he  was  a  soldier 
that  the  people  of  the  great  State  of  Illinois  had  made  him  Gov- 
ernor. He  was  but  a  new  member  of  the  Society,  but  was  glad 
to  meet  his  associates.  They  came  here  for  pleasant  talk  and 
associations.  He  thanked  God  that  all  political  excitement  was 
banished  from  the  reunion  and  no  political  talk  was  attempted  to 
be  indulged  in.  This  was  a  reunion  of  good  and  patriotic  men. 
who  met  to  talk  of  past  misfortunes  and  of  a  future  bright  with 
promise.  The  people  feel  proud  of  the  soldiers  and  the  soldiers  of 
the  people.  From  their  distinguished  Commander-in-Chief  to  the 
lowest  in  the   ranks,  all  were  worthy  of  honor.     This  State  was 
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fortunate,  far  more  fortunate  than  her  sister  States,  in  being  the 
scene  of  this  gathering.  The  officers  innst  feel  they  have  received 
gratitude  enough.  Grant,  Sherman,  Schofield,  Pope  and  Logan 
were  sufficiently  compUmented  by  the  generous  expressions  of 
delight  received  from  the  people.  [Turning  to  General  Sherman.] 
Noble,  good  man,  you  have  saved  your  country  and  the  cause  of 
human  liberty,  and  all  honor  to  you.  He  was  not  much  of  a  sol- 
dier himself.  He  served  one  year,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  Corinth,  and  believed  it  was  that  wound  that  gave  him  his 
commission  as  Major-Gcneral  of  volunteers  and  the  Governorship 
of  this  great  State.  He  received  a  mortal  wound  but  did  not  die. 
[Laughter.]  With  his  brother  Governors,  Cox,  Fletcher  and 
Marshall,  he  was  assigned  his  duty  and  would  receive  his  rations 
at  the  banquet  to-night.  The  war  did  one  good  thing,  as  it  would 
give  them  a  grand,  good,  fat  supper.  [Laughter.]  Generals 
Grant,  Sherman,  Thonrras,  and  the  balance  of  them  would  be  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  tables,  and  the  Governors  take  the  butt  end. 
He  hoped  to  meet  them  all  at  7  o'clock  or  before,  hungry  as  bears, 
with  empty  knapsacks,  empty  haversacks,  and  empty  stomachs. 
[Laughter  and  applause.] 

Governor  Fletcher,  of  Missouri,  responded  to  calls,  saying  that 
he  was  proud  of  having  been  a  member  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee. Though  he  had  left  the  army  before  the  close  of  the 
rebellion,  it  was  only  to  assume  the  position  of  Governor  of  bis 
State  to  which  he  had  been  called,  and  where  he  had  performed 
duty  in  the  same  cause  that  others  had  in  the  field. 

General  J.  D.  Cox  and  Governor  Marshall  were  called  upon  for 
speeches,  but  both  declined  upon  the  ground  that  they  did  not 
wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Society,  that  should  be  used  in 
doing  business. 

The  regular  proceedings  of  current  business  being  again  re- 
sumed, on  motion  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dayton: 

Resolved,  That  the  sincere  regrets  of  the  Society  arc  hereby 
expressed,  at  the  absence  from  this  reunion,  of  our  worthy,  accom- 
plished, and  much  esteemed  President,  Brevet  Major-Geoeral 
John  A.  Rawlins,  and  that  this  resolution  be  communicated  to  him 
in  writing  by  the  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Pride: 

Resolved.  That  the  Secretary  and  Corresponding  Secretary  act 
as  a  committee  to  publish  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  for  the 
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members  of  the  Society,  one  thousand  copies  to  be  printed  and 
by  them  distributed. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Pride: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  accorded  Colonel 
Dayton,  the  Recording  Secretary,  General  Hickenlooper,  the 
Corresponding  Secretary,  and  General  Force,  the  Treasurer,  for 
the  able  manner  in  which  they  have  performed  the  duties  of  their 
offices. 

The  Secretary  informed  the  President,  that  under  the  present 
head  of  business,  he  had  a  communication  from  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Ohio,  which  should  he  acted  upon  before  the  Society 
adjourned.  He  was  directed  to  read  the  communication  referred 
to,  which  is  as  follows: 

Army  Riisiok,  Rooms  Armv  ok  the  Ohio,  ) 
December  15,  1868.  ) 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  copies  o(  resolutions,  this  dav 
paued  by  the  Society'  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio.     I  am,  with  much  respect, 
Your  ohedient  Berrant. 

JlL.VS   WHrTE, 
Seerefary  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio. 
To  Secretary  ef  Society  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

The  resolutions  were,  as  transmitted,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  to  consist  of  the  President  and  the  Vice-Presi- 
dents of  this  Society,  present  in  Chicago,  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Societies  of  the  Cumberland,  the  Tennessee,  and  the  Georgia,  relative  to  a 
union  or  consolidation  of  the  whole  into  one  Society. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  several  Sdcietles 
of  the  Western  Armies,  relative  to  the  time  and  place  for  holding  the  next 

Colonel  Hartsuff,  Colonel  Graves  and  Colonel  Wheeler  appointed  as  such 


On  motion  of  General  Leggett: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three,  consisting  of  Generals 
Leggett,  Force  and  Hickenlooper,  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
any  committees  of  other  army  societies  relative  to  a  consolidation 
of  the  various  Societies  of  the  Armies  of  the  West  into  one 
society,  also  in  regard  to  the  time  and  place  where  these  Societies 
shall  hold  their  next  joint  reunion,  but  that  said  committee  is 
instructed  to  inform  such  other  committees  with  whom  they  may 
confer,  that  this  society  is  opposed  to  any  consolidation. 
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The  President  now  announced  that  there  was  no  more  business 
to  claim  further  attention  from  the  Society,  hut  that  it  was  ready 
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IX  MEMORIAM. 


It  Ik  with  feelings  a(  deep  regret  we  nnnounce  the  death  of  General  CaHsius 
Fairchild,  one  of  our  Vice-Presidents,  and  L'ntted  Slates  Marshal  of  WiKconsin, 
tt'hich  took  place  al  the  reside^c^e  of  his  father-in-law,  Robert  Hane^,  at  7 
o'clock  A.  M.,  October  J4th,  1S68,  af^er  a  lingering  ilLnesa,  ^suiting  from  a 
wound  received  in  defense  of  the  flag  of  his  countrv. 

General  Fairchild  was  born  on  the  16th  of  December,  18J9.  at  Franklin 
Mills,  [now  Earlville.j  Portage  Countv,  Ohio.  He  was  a  brother  of  General 
Lucius  Fairchild,  Governor  of  Wisconsin,  and  Charles  F'airchild  of  Boston,  a 
kon  of  Hon.  Jairun  Fairchild,  first  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  first 
Mayor  of  the  Citv  of  Madison,  and  a  gentleman  of  fine  ability,  high  character 
and  great  prominence  in  the  earlv  history  c^  the  State.  Cassius  came  to 
Milwaukee  in  the  year  1S43,  with  hU  uncle.  Mr.  F.J.  Blair.  Soon  after  hix 
parents  moved  to  the  same  place,  and  resided  there  till  the  Spring  of  184S, 
when  they  removed  to  Madison.  I^Ie  was  Deputy  Treasurer  under  his  father, 
and  was  connected  with  him  for  years,  in  the  mercantile  business  in  that  city. 
He  was,  for  several,  terms,  an  Alderman,  and  for  one  year,  Prcsidenl  of  the 
Common  Council.  In  :859  he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  was  elected  bv  a  considerable  majority. 

Cassius  Fairchild  was  appointed  Major  of  the  ifith  R^ment  of  Infantry, 
during  the  late  war.  promoted  to  Lieu  tenant -Colonel  on  the  loth  of  October, 
1861,  and  mode  Colonel  of  hiK  regiment  on  the  17th  of  March,  1S64.  In  the 
battle  of  Shttoh.  while  in  command  of  a  line  of  Kkimiiihers,  he  was  seriously 
wounded  in  the  hip;  but  as  i,oon  as  hih  wound  would  pennit  was  with  his 
regiment,  and  remained  with  it  until  the  end  of  the  war.  doing  gallant  service 
for  the  flag  he  loved  go  well.  When  the  war  closed  he  was  remembered 
among  the  deserving  and  gallant  men.  and  breveted  Brigadier -General. 

In  :366  General  Fairchild  was  appointed  United  States  Marshal  for  the 
District  of  Wisconsin,  and  removed  from  Madison  to  Milwaukee.  It  was 
believed  that  he  had  nearly,  if  not  quite,  recovered  fi-om  theeflfectsof  his  wound, 
but  ^oule  months  ago,  a  slight  injury  again  developed  it,  and  in  a  few  days 
brought  him  to  hin  bed,  from  which  he  has  never  risen.  At  times,  he  haa 
rallied,  so  that  his  friendt,  have  felt  strong  hopes  for  his  recovery,  but  these 
hopes  have  been  dissipated,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  of  Octot>er,  he 
sank  gently  to  rest  fore>'er. 

There  are  few  men  whose  death  could  create  more  painful  feelings  in  the 
minds  of  the  community  than  that  of  General  Fairchild.  As  a  gallant  officer, 
OS  a  high-minded  and  conscientious  official,  and  as  a  noble -hearted  social  friend, 
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he  wax  univerBallv   known   anil  reopected,  and   his  death   will  be  sincer«h* 
mourned  b_v  all. 

There.ie — connected  with  the  death  of  General  Fairchild — a  touching  inci- 
dent. When  stricken  down  upon  his  bed  of  Bickness,  he  was  engaged  to  a  * 
jroung  ladj-  of  Milwaukee,  and  the  dav  for  the  marriage  was  set.  When  the 
dar  arrived,  he  who  expected  to  be  a  bridegroom  was  prostrate,  and  the  solemn 
faces  of  physicians  told,  in  plain  wordu,  that  there  was  little  hope  for  his 
recover^';  that  death  had  put  forth  a  stronger  i^laim  than  the  altar;  but  in  this 
chamber  of  death,  the  two  hearts  which  had  loved  so  tenderlv,  and  had  looked 
forward  to  so  much  of  happiness  on  earth,  were  united.  It  was  not  the  happy 
bridal  scene  which  had  been  hoped  for,  and  there  were  tears  instead  of  smiles, 
but  the  hearts  which  had  loved  so  well,  were  united.  Now  death  has  put  forth 
its  claim,  and  the  household  is  left  with  a  vacant  chair,  and  with  sad  and  aching 

The  luneral  services  took  place  at  St.  Paul's  church.  Milwaukee,  Tuesday 
morning,  October  37,  1S68.  The  remains  were  taken  to  Madison  by  the 
morning  train,  the  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company  having  provided  a  special  car 
for  the  funeral  party.  A  number  of  citiiens  accompanied  the  funeral  from 
there.  A  large  crowd  was  in  waiting  at  the  depot,  and  a  procession  of  a  mile 
of  carriages  followed  the  hearse,  to  which  the  Milwaukee  Light  Guard  acted 
as  a  guard  of  honor— to  Forest  Hill  cemetery.  There  the  body  was  laid, 
beside  his  father  and  mother,  to  its  last  repose,  with  the  beautiful  and  impres' 
aive  service  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  performed  by  Re^■.  Mr.  Spalding,  of 
Grace  church,  and  Rev.  Mr,  Ashley,  of  St.  Paul's  church  Milwaukee.  The 
burial  casket  was  covered  with  many  beautiful  Soral  offerings,  in  emblematic 
designs. 
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OPERA  HOUSE  MEETIXG. 

The  several  societies  composing  this  grand  reunion  of  officers 
of  the  Western  Armies,  and  which  first  gave  it  formation,  had 
each,  through  their  President  or  otherwrise,  selected  an  orator  to 
address  their  respective  societies  at  their  reunions. 

The  local  committees  of  each  society  were  charged  with  inaking 
all  needed  arraugemcnts  for  the  accommodation  and  entertainment 
of  the  societies.  Upon  consultation  and  consolidation  of  these 
committees,  they  formed,  from  their  members,  an  Executive  Com- 
mittee, whose  duty  it  was  to  make  all  provisions  for  the  societies. 

They  secured  the  Crosby  Opera  House  in  which  the  orators 
should  deliver  their  addresses,  all  during  the  same  evening,  fixed 
the  programme  for  the  evening's  entertainment,  and  prepared  the 
room  for  the  reception  of  members  and  guests.  Seats  were  pre- 
pared on  the  stage  for  the  orators,  special  invited  guests,  distin- 
guished officers  of  the  various  and  distinct  armies  of  the  entire 
armv  of  the  United  States  during  the  rebellion,  and  a  large 
number  of  the  members  of  the  societies,  leaving  the  entire 
auditorium  to  the  other  members  of  the  societies  and  the  citizens 
of  Chicago  that  had  been  furnished  with  admission. 

Tiicsdav  evening  of  the  reunion,  December  15th,  had  been 
selected  for  the  inecting,  and  7J  o'clock  appointed  as  the  hour  of 
commencing. 

It  was  an  evening  of  great  interest,  and  almost  marking  an  era. 
The  desire  to  witness  the  exercises  was  very  great,  and  beside  the 
world-wide  renowned  Generals,  the  invited  guests,  the  officers  of 
the  armies  forming  the  societies,  all  valiant  veterans  and  distin- 
guished, there  were  in  the  audience,  the  beauty  and  grace,  the 
educated,  talented,  and  prominent  people  of  Chicago. 

Seldom,  if  ever  before,  in  this  or  any  country,  has  there  been 
such  an  assemblage  of  people.  The  demand  for  tickets  so  great 
that  hundreds  of  seats,  even  in  that  great  room,  had  been  impro- 
vised, and  vet  other  hundreds  were  willing  to  take  promenade 
tickets. 

The  day  had  been  spent  in  the  business  meetings  of  the  socie- 
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ties,  and  in  greetings  and  friendly  exchanges  of  good  will  between 
old  comrades,  old  camp-fire  anecdotes  had  been  told  over  again, 
the  new  experiences  since  the  "muster  out,"  and  the  inquiries 
about  comrades  had  been  made,  the  pleasant  feature,  probably,  of 
the  reunion;  and  now  all  ^ere  eager  to  hear  what  was  to  be 
said  by  the  chosen  speakers  in  public. 

Long  before  the  hour  for  opening,  this  throng  began  to  assemble 
and  occupy  their  seats,  the  Great  Western  Light'  Guard  Band 
playing  meanwhile.  Whenever  the  most  distinguished  officers 
entered  and  occupied  their  places  upon  the  stage,  they  were 
greeted  with  cheers,  and  when  General  Grant  made  his  appearance, 
the  entire  audience,  amidst  loud  and  continuous  cheering,  rose  to 
their  feet  in  true  respect. 

No  greater  distinguished  and  honored  party  has  been  assembled 
than  were  seated  upon  the  stage  at  this  meeting.  They  together 
had  shared  the  dangers,  received  the  honors  of  a  successful  war, 
and  saved  our  country  from  ruin  by  usurpers. 

There  were  the  well  known  faces  of  Generals  Grant,  Sherman, 
Thomas,  Schofield,  Slocum,  Logan,  Cox,  A.J.  Smith,  McDowell, 
Teriy.  Pope,  Hamilton,  Wilson,  Wallace,  Belknap,  Hurlbut,  Cruft, 
Morgan,  Cogswell,  Stoncman,  Gresham,  Giles  A.  Smith,  Willich, 
Walcutt,  Fearing,  Morgan  L.  Smith,  Force,  Noyes,  Leggett,  and 
.   many  others  equally  illustrious. 

Shortly  after  the  hour  of  commencing,  Major-General  George 
H,  Thomas,  President  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, who  was  selected  by  the  Executive  Committee  to  preside 
over  this  part  of  the  reunion,  called  the  meeting  to  order  and 
addressed  the  societies  as  follows; 

Comrades  of  the  Armies  of  the  Tennessee,  Cumberland, 
Ohio,  and  Georgia: — Having  been  selected  to  preside  over 
this  interesting  meeting.  I  take  this  occasion  to  tender  my  most 
heartfelt  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me. 

As  a  good  deal  of  time  has  already  been  spent  in  arranging 
your  seats,  we  will  now  proceed  to  the  business  before  the  meet- 
ing, in  its  regular  order. 

F I R  ST : — "Reve  ille." 

This  was  performed  by  Drum-Major  Nevins,  of  the  19th 
Illinois  Infantry,  assisted  by  four  others,  in  most  admirable  style. 
The  effect  upon  the  soldiers  this  piece  of  music  produced,  is  not 
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describable.  It  wnrnied  the  hearts  of  many  present,  and  brought 
to  mind  the  scenes  of  many  camps  well  remembered.  Cheer 
upon  cheer  was  given  the  old  famihar  reveille,  a  welcome  sound 
and  visitor,  as  it  awakens  none  of  us  now. 

The  President  now  introduced  Lieutenant-General  Sherman, 
who  had  been  selected  to  deliver  the  address  of  welcome  to  those 
officers  forming  the  societies,  and  the  invited  guests,  members  of 
other  armies.  On  arising  from  his  seat,  General  Sherman  was 
greeted  with  enthusiastic  cheers,  which  having  subsided  he  said: 

SPEECH  OF  GENERAL   SHERMAN. 

Fellow  Soldiers: — It  is  made  my  pleasant  duty  to  address  to 
you  this  evening  words  of  welcome  to  the  feast  that  will  be  spread 
before  you.  From  the  city  and  country,  from  the  town  and  village, 
you  have  come  together,  the  representatives  of  four  of  those  grand 
%'olunteer  armies  which  responded  to  our  country's  call  in  her 
hour  of  danger,  fought  her  battles,  sometimes  side  by  side,  some- 
times far  apart,  yet  always  in  unison,  [cheers]  and  then,  at  her 
bidding,  returned  to  your  homes  as  farmers  and  mechanics,  as 
artisans  and  citizens. 

After  a  short  rest  you  have  again  assembled,  to  stand  as  it  were 
upon  a  high  pinnacle,  to  look  hack  across  that  wide  valley  wherein 
you  struggled  so  long,  to  point  out  to  each  other  the  spots  of 
greatest  interest,  and  to  live  o'er  again  the  hours  and  days  and 
months  of  deepest  anguish  or  of  joy. 

I  know  that  you  have  laid  aside  forever  the  feelings  of  animos- 
ity and  anger,  then  so  natural  and  proper,  and  that  you  have 
dropped  into  oblivion  all  the  little  jealousies  and  rivalries  of  the 
hour.  ["Hear,"  "hear."]  You  now  stand  herewith  hand  extended 
to  every  soldier  in  the  land  [applause],  whether  he  belonged  to 
your  regiment  or  division;  whether  he  served  in  your  army  or 
another;  whether  upon  the  land  or  the  sea,  provided  only,  he 
fought  for  the  Union  of  our  fathers  [great  applause]  and  the  flag 
of  our  whole  country.  [Applause.]  No  mere  feeling  of  self- 
glorification  now  animates  you,  but  a  just  pride  in  your  own  actions 
and  a  deep,  intense  love  for  the  comrade  who  stood  by  your  side 
in  the  day  of  battle,  and  shouted  with  you  in  the  hour  of  victory. 
[Cheers.]  Happily,  my  friends,  you  did  not  belong  to  that  class 
of  our  people  in  whose  very  youth  were  planted  the  pernicious 
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doctrine  that  the  highest  allegiance  was  due  to  the  place  of  birth 
or  of  residence,  and  that  a  citizen  should  love  a  part  of  his  coun- 
try better  than  the  whole.  [Cheers.]  You  were  reared  in  a  better 
school,  and  taught  to  revere  the  Constitution  of  your  whole 
country,  and  to  believe  that  under  its  wise  and  genial  influence 
man  would  here  attain  the  largest  measure  of  security  and  happi- 
ness consistent  with  the  general  safety.  We  believed,  that  by  the 
law  of  majorities  and  frequent  resort  to  the  ballot-box,  we  had 
discovered  a  panacea  to  the  ills  that  had  from  earliest  history 
afflicted  the  human  family,  and  that  we  should  escape  the  conflicts 
and  ravages  which  war  had  caused  in  all  preceding  ages.  But  we 
were  doomed  to  realize  that  we  formed  no  exception  to  the  gen- 
eral rule,  that  minorities  would  not  always  submit  to  so  peaceful  a 
decree,  and  that  we,  too,  must  fight  to  maintain  the  privileges  of 
our  birthright. 

You  may  search  history  in  vain  for  a  more  flagrant  violation  of 
faith,  a  more  causeless  breach  of  a  national  compact,  than  those 
which  resulted  in  our  civil  war.  Never  before  was  an  unwilling 
people  so  ruthlessly,  so  needlessly  dragged  into  a  long  and  bloody 
conflict:  and  never  before  was  a  Government  so  utterly  unpre- 
pared for  it.  All  attempts  to  avoid  its  outbreak  were  charged  to 
cowardice,  and  the  whole  civilized  world  was  made  to  believe  that 
that  "bright  particular  star,"  which  had  for  a  time  shown  so  clearly 
in  the  western  firmament,  had  sunk  forever,  and  that  the  fair 
fabric  which  had  been  dedicated  to  liberty,  had  vanished  as  a 
dream  before  the  first  storm  of  passion  that  had  assailed  it. 

Here  at  home  reason  was  unseated,  the  laws  were  derided  and 
scorned.  The  public  property  was  seized  and  appropriated  as 
though  it  were  a  waif  upon  the  ocean.  Good  men  everywhere 
begged  and  implored  for  a  little  forbearance,  offering  the  blank 
sheet  whereon  to  write  their  own  terms  of  compromise,  and  were 
answered  back  with  insult.  The  orator  wasted  his  eloquence  in 
vain;  the  statesman  exhausted  his  last  peaceful  remedy,  and  then, 
and  not  till  then,  did  war,  the  last  arbiter  of  kings  and  peoples, 
assume  absolute  dominion  over  this  great  land  of  freedom.  [Great 
applause.] 

The  volunteer  soldier  stepped  upon  the  arena  and  offered  his  life 
and  his  services  to  defend  and  maintain  the  Government  against 
all  its  enemies  and  oppressors  whomsoever.  He  swore  the  oath 
that  rebellion  and   anarchy  should  not  nde  this  land  of  ours,  but 


i.y  Google 


lya  (Proceedings  of  the  Society 

that  liberty,  justice  and  law  should  be  [cheers]  restored  to  their 

rightful  thrones.     He  has  kept  his  oath,  and  we  now  again  behold 

our  good   ship  of  State,  full-rigged,  once  more  on  her  destined 

course  toward  the  Future  which  is  hidden  from  all  mortal  eyes, 

and  the  flag  is  still  there  [cheers]  unchanged — "not  a  star  obliter- 

"immed;"  that    same   old    flag    that    we  have 

:he  glare  of  the  scorching  sun,  by  the  moon's 

lurid  light  of  the  blazing  pine-torch.     [Ap- 

,  then,  claim  for  you,  who  represent  this  ideal 

honor — yea,  the  highest  honor  that  is  con- 

irth? 

call  how  long  the  war  seemed  to  us  in  its 
lort  now,  looking  back  upon  it  after  a  period 
;ars.  How  inconceivably  short,  then,  will  it 
I  hundred  years  hence  will  grope  through  the 
earn  of  the  events  and  causes  that  led  five 
le  to  rebel,  when  no  single  act  of  oppression 
allegedr  [Applause.]  We  owe  it  to  them, 
or  of  life  and  health,  to  record  the  part  we 
drama  of  life,  with  the  motives  and  feelings 
igh  its  various  stages. 

ft  you  have  lain  upon  the  bare  ground,  With 
that  of  heaven,  with  its  hosts  of  glittering 
m  dreamed  of  a  time  to  come,  like  this,  when 
I  peace,  surrounded  by  admiring  friends,  you 
ith  a  tiara  of  light  such  as  now  hangs  over 
this,  then,  as  the  fruition  of  your  dream,  and 
eers.] 
adcs,  one  from  each  of  the  armies  specially 

1  address  you,  and  will  tell  you  of  the  deeds 

2  them  a  willing  and  attentive  ear,  and  when 
homes  tell  them  all  that  these  armies  though 
,  yet  live  in  the  spirit  as  strong  and  cnthusias- 

years  ago,  when  in   the  very  death  grapple 
3ur  country  and  of  civilization.     [Cheers.] 
lame  of  the  committee  that  has  made  these 
d  to  you  all  a  cordial  greeting — to  the  veteran 

of  '65,  yea,  to  the  convert  of  the  very  last 
:ers.] 

people  of  Chicago,  who  have  provided  the 
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means,  I  bid  you  welcome,  and  assure  you  that  a  seat  awaits  you 
at  every  tireside.  And  in  the  name  of  every  patriot  in  the  land  I 
give  you  welcome,  and  tell  you  that  the  lightning's  flash  is  not 
swift  enough  to  satisfy  their  yearning  hearts  to  know  what  is 
done  here  this  night-     [Cheers.] 

The  presence  of  the  men  about  me,  their  high  office,  and  the 
duties  they  have  left  to  be  with  you  here,  all  attest  the  interest 
and  grandeur  of  this  occasion,  and  in  their  names,  too,  comrades 
all,  I  bid  you  thrice  welcome. 

This  address  was  listened  to  with  much  interest;  it  was  deliv- 
ered in  an  impressive  manner,  and  brought  from  the  audience 
loud  commendations  of  applause;  but  it  speaks  for  itself  to  all 
who  read  it. 

Following  third  in  order,  the  President  announced  a  song, 
"America,"  by  the  Glee  Club,  and  the  audience  were  requested  to 
join  in  the  chorus,  which  was  done,  to  the  number  of  some  hun- 
dreds, with  hearty  good  will. 

The  President  then  announced  the  next  in  order  to  be  an 
address  by  General  W.  W.  Belknap,  orator  in  behalf  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  On  being  introduced  he 
was  warmly  received  with  cheers.     He  spoke  as  follows: 


SPEECH  OF  GENERAL  BELKNAP. 

Soldiers  of  the  Armies  of  the  Cumberland,  of  the 
Ohio  and  of  Georgia;  Comrades  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee: — It  all  seems  like  a  dream!  The  insult  to  the  flag; 
the  President's  call  for  troops;  the  great  uprising  of  the  people; 
the  unfurling  to  the  breeze  from  every  mast  and  staff  and  spire  of 
the  North,  of  the  nation's  emblem;  the  enthusiastic  meetings  of 
the  men  of  all  classes  to  derive  means  in  that  solemn  hour  to  strike 
a  blow  for  union  and  save  the  nation;  the  prompt  response  of.  the 
young  men  of  the  land;  the  muster-in  of  the  armed  hosts;  the 
waving  of.  handkerchiefs,  and  the  handshakings  at  parting,  and 
the  last  kisses  of  the  loved;  the  first  battles  in  the  West;  the 
eager  demand  for  men;  the  victory  at  Fort  Donelson,  where 
began  the  public  life  of  a  new  leader  of  the  nation;  the  field  of 
Shiloh,  with  its  bloody  victory  seized  from    defeat;    the   gradual 
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opening  of  the  father  of  floods;    Vicksburg  with  its  memorable 

fieige;  the  return  home  as  veterans  of  those  who  but  a  short  time 

before  had  left  as  untried  youths;    the  proud  consciousness  of  the 

tmthful  soldier  as  he  told  of  his  deeds  afar  off"  in  the  wars;   the 

return  to  the  field;   the  flankings  and  fightings  of  our  great  captain 

around  Atlanta,  until  it  was  "ours  and   fahly  won;"    the  sudden 

il>Ti!iniiri>  fls  tiimincr  their  backs  on  home,  the  men  of  this  army 

■■  sea;    Savannah  and  its  pleasant  holidays 

unceasing  swamps  of  Carolina;    the  toil- 

the  welcome  words  of  the  announcement 

;nder  of  the  flower  of  the  armies  of  the 

>appy  hour  turned  to  gloom,  as  the  hushed 

1  of  the  nation's  chief  was  broken  in  low 

final   march  to  Washington;    the  grand 

Capital,  the  last  order,  and  the  welcomed 

cmories  seem   not  like  memories,  but  like 

n    imagined    picture,  as   panorama-like  it 

id  leaves  here  and  there  an  impress,  and  is 

d   recollection  of  something  that  we  have 

an  scarce  believe  that  we  have  witnessed. 

1  the  quiet  walks  of  civil  life,  he  who  was 

duties    which  are  so  different  from  the 

the  meeting  with  a  comrade,  the  sound  of 

eard  on  distant  fields,  reminds  him  of  the 

mp-fires,  and    with    his    comrades    of    the 

died   in  anticipation  of  a  future  of  victory 

:he  vision  vanishes  and  breaking  upon  him, 

i  his  heart  with  the  treasured  memorv,  that 

r  soldier  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

;  turns  the  pages  of  his  little  journal  and 

s  of  his  army  notes,  he  can  scarce  believe 

eyes  were  witnesses;   that  of  those  sounds 

■c  hearers;  that  on  the  march  his  step  gave 

tramp,  and  that  in  all  of  which  he  writes. 


ime  and  friends,  after  years  of  separation, 
ith  joy  as  his  eyes  once  more  rests  on  the 
red    friends   and   the   cherished    scenes    of 
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earlier  days,  so  are  we,  my  comrades,  conscious  that  to-ntght  our 
glistening  eyes  tell  of  the  happiness  of  this  meeting;  our  bounding 
hearts  beat  high  in  remembrance  of  the  proud  deeds  achieved  by 
the  armies  of  the  Union;  our  hands  are  clasped  with  that  earnest- 
ness of  soldierly  friendship  which  only  intercourse  among  scenes 
of  peril  and  hardship  can  insure,  and  our  words  tell  of  those  days 
when  life  was  more  earnest  because  we  spent  its  hours  where 
death  was  a  constant  companion,  and  where  his  presence  lurked 
in  the  gleam  of  every  gun;  where  the  realities  of  hardship  scarce 
made  an  impression,  so  like  a  luxury  did  every  favor  seem;  where 
a  blanket  was  a  sumptuous  bed;  where  the  repose  of  the  soldier  at 
night  was  made  none  the  less  refreshing  by  the  reflection  that 
perhaps  by  reveille  he  might  "sleep  a  sle^p  which  knows  no 
waking"  here.  And  as  we  revive  these  memories  and  recall  these 
scenes,  there  cluster  around  us  the  recollection  of  those  days,  then 
unappreciated,  but  now  dear  by  the  associations  which  gather 
around  them,  as  our  armies  fought  for  the  national  life  and  put 
forth  their  energies  to  preserve  its  liberties.  And  as  the  trials  and 
hardships  endured  are  recalled,  how  can  we  fail  to  be  lost  in 
wonder  at  the  fortitude  and  faithful  bravery;  the  energy  and 
unflagging  devotion;  the  perseverance  and  untiring  zeal,  which 
prompted  the  movements  and  nerved  the  arms  of  that  remarkable 
body  of  men  who  formed  the  volunteer  soldiery  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States. 

Doubts  had  entered  the  minds  of  many  as  to  the  possibility 
of  procuring  the  men  in  numbers  suflicient  to  form  an  army  of 
the  power  and  efliciency  .desired,  even  were  the  means  at  hand  to 
«quip  and  arm  it;  but  that  doubt  dissolved,  when  from  every 
hamlet,  and  village,  and  city,  from  every  farm  and  fireside,  flocked 
the  noble  hearts  to  do  their  country's  bidding.  The  mechanic  left 
his  bench;  the  farmer-buy  his  field;  the  student  threw  aside  his 
books;  the  briefs  of  the  lawyer  were  forgotten;  the  physician  left 
the  bedside  of  the  sick;  the  merchant  closed  his  accounts,  and  the 
ease  of  quiet  life  was  abandoned  by  the  man  of  leisure.  All,  with 
one  will,  fell  into  hue  at  the  call  of  their  country.  From  all  of 
these  occupations  and  pursuits;  from  all  these  habits  of  thought 
and  practices  of  life  was  to  be  moulded  an  army,  the  power  of 
which  no  man  had  conceived;  the  mighty  influence  of  which  no 
man  had  measured;  the  combined  achievements  of  which  no 
prophet  had  predicted,  for  it  was  left  for  the  armies  of  the  West 
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to  write  their  own  histories;  to  carve  their  deeds  in  letters  of  life 
on  the  unbroken  columns  of  their  country's  union,  and  to  send 
down  to  the  future,  forever  to  be  unforgotten,  the  names  of  those 
men  who,  as  the  leaders  of  that  mighty  host,  had  made  themselves 
immortal, 

"As  the  drums  beat  Ihev  gathered." 

Here  one  and  there  another,  and  then  a  company  of  two  or 
three.  Beneath  the  protecting  banners  of  their  fathers,  as  its  con- 
secrated folds  floated  in  the  breeze,  with  hearts  beating  with  the 
earnestness  of  youthful  patriotism,  and  with  hands  ready  for  the 
task,  thev  fastened  in  the  faith  those  who  had  once  been  doubtful, 
and  the  flag  of  the  land,  touched  by  the  breath  of  heaven,  seemed 
now  to  give  token,  more  signally  than  ever,  that  while  with  its 
blended  colors  it  was  the  flag  of  the  Union,  it  was  also  the  flag  of 
the  free.     Back  to  those  firesides  many  of  them  never  marched 

There  arc  times  when  the  hearts  of  men  are  more  easily  touched 
than  at  others.  When  the  feelings  of  our  better  natures  tire  of  the 
burdens  of  active  life  and  turning  to  more  peaceful  scenes  yield 
to  the  quiet  influences  of  home.  Thus  it  was  in  the  solemn  time 
of  the  soldier's  departure.  Family  and  friends  and  fireside  were 
Its  of  them  coming  between  him  and  his 
lan  weak.  The  tear  of  affection's  farewell 
eefcs  of  those  whom  he  loved  so  tenderly, 
of  regret.  The  arms  of  woman's  love  was 
manly  forms,  but  they  pressed  them  not  to 
rssion  which  marked  the  last  benediction  of 
n  bv  all  the  ties  of  kindred  and  of  family, 
er  of  the  intensity  of  that  devotion  which 
land  might  live.  And  when  this  was  all 
his  form  erect  and  strong,  his  step  finn  and 
led  the  grief  ivhich  trulv  attested  the  sorrow 
jh  thai  fireside  may  be  desolate  ami  lonely, 
ys  missed,  those  whom  he  left  will  rcmem- 
ully  where  heroes  love  to  die,  and  though 
st,  with  theirs  the  tears  of  thousands  mingle. 
:ncsscd  their  efforts  and  under  whose  eyes 
uncomplaining  patience,  and  the  untiring 
soldier  arc  impressed   with  an  incff'acable 
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stamp.  Though  often  guided  by  ambition,  yet  often  forsaken  by 
hope,  though  solicitous  for  advancement  and  desirous  of  position, 
yet,  in  the  midst  of  disappointment  he  was  ever  dutiful.  In  the 
weary  watches  of  the  night  he  pert'ormB  his  labors  on  the  picket- 
post  faithfully  and  well.  On  the  tiresome  march;  on  roads  soft 
with  mud  for  miles,  and  deep  with  water,  he  strode  along.  Losing 
sleep  when  nature  was  well  nigh  exhausted;  after  a  weary  day's 
march  contented  with  a  meal  which  a  haversack  afforded  him; 
and  among  all  the  trials  and  perplexing  mishaps  of  his  soldier  life, 
unforgetful  of  his  duty  to  his  country,  and  striving  to  do  it,  though 
to  him  she  seemed,  somctime.s,  thankless  and  ungrateful.  The 
winter's  t:old  was  to  him  as  nothing,  for  his  frame  had  become 
inured  to  it  under  the  pitiless  storms  of  his  northern  home.  The 
severe  heats  of  a  southern  sun  beat  upon  him,  but  they  seemed  only 
to  renew  his  fainting  energies,  and  to  render  his  step  more  firm. 

Though  the  army's  road  lay  through  woods  which  before  were 
pathless,  the  spirit  and  will  of  its  leader  clove  a  way  through  which 
this  army  marched;  and  its  track  through  the  South  was  followed 
where  the  axes  of  the  hardy  pioneers  of  the  corps  of  Dodge  and 
of  Logan  and  of  Blair  blazed  the  path  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee to  victory.  Through  those  dark  swamps,  where  the  rank 
growth  of  tangled  briers  and  thorns  formed  a  barrier  to  his  pro- 
gress, he  moved,  regardless  of  their  presence;  across  large  tracts 
where  the  treacherous  earth  yielded  to  the  moving  mass,  he 
wearily  labored  as  the  lengthened  trains  of  the  advancing  columns 
were  lifted  from  the  quicksand  and  sent  on  their  way. 

What  the  private  soldier  of  this  army  endured  the  world  will 
never  know.  We  recall  that  skirmish  line  advancing  from  point 
to  point,  until  the  sharp  cracking  of  occasional  rifles  is  lost  in  the 
opening  crash  of  the  conflict.  We  remember  those  rifle  pits  so 
closely  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy  that  the  snapping  of  a  twig 
or  the  rustling  of  a  leaf  would  be  the  signal  of  death;  those  lines 
of  battle  in  the  face  of  the  foe;  those  embrasures  from  which  the 
thundering  artillery  sent  its  messengers  screaming  to  the  front, 
and  those  frequent  cannonadings  which,  with  bursting  shell, 
covered  the  divisions;  and  we  seem  to  hear  the  shouts  and  yells 
of  the  men,  as  in  the  heat  of  the  action,  rallying  by  the  side  of  the 
flag  which,  to  the  fighting  soldier,  among  such  scenes  shines  with 
renewed  lustre,  the  faint-hearted  grew  strong,  and  the  faltering 
were  ner\ed  amid  the  havoc  of  the  battle.    We  recall  this  at  Shiloh, 
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ly,  the  national  flag  wavered  before  the 
thiit  well-appointed  army;  when,  on  the 
eye  and  cool  leadership  of  their  first  com- 
1  defeat  those  who  had  claimed  to  be  defiant 
here  the  brightness  of  the  deeds  of  valor 
ny  was  dimmed  by  the  mistaken  cause  for 
it  Vicksbiirg,  where,  in  charge  after  charge, 
men,  at  the  blazing  mouths  of  the  guns; 
again  and  again  on  July  22nd,  1S64,  flunked 
;ht  fro:Ti  cither  side,  and  both  sides,  and 
and  won  the  victory  in  a  manner  peculiarly 

;sts  were  over;  when  the  sounds  of  strife 
the  low  moans  of  the  wounded  or  the  breath- 
led  the  ear,  we  remember  that,  among  those 
wounded  comrades  lay  with  scarce  a  murmur. 

0  the  hospital  we  can  remember  the  resigned 
"those  who  had  been  stricken  down.     The 

not  there  to  smooth  the  soldier's  pillow. 
'  the  loved  ones  at  home  were  missed  from 
The  hands  which  nursed  them,  though 
sarts,  were  rough;  but  from  the  lips  of  the 
words  of  complaint  and  no  repining,  save, 
egret  that  they  could  do  no  more  for  the 
The  blood  of  many  of  the  best  and  bravest 
ennessce  moistened  the  soil  of  the  South, 
our  comrades  whitened  the  battle-fields  of 

1  hill  and  plain  their  graves  were  made — 
Tennessee,   beneath   the  clifls  of  Lookout 

rowning  heights  of  Kenesaw,  and  here  and 
march,  until,  for  some,  the  sea  sounds  forth 
:hcir  ashes — remembered  be  their  lives  and 
gly  pause  in  our  pleasures  to  drop  a  soldier's 
■aves  of  the  early  dead.  They  lie  there  in 
and  divisions,  and  side  by  side  with  the 
;  and  tried  leader  fell  in  death. 


Id  go  they  went,   whatever  man  could  do 


i.y  Google 


o'  t,:e  j.e}:::essee. 


179 


they  did;  and  as  a  body  of  energetic,  enterprising  and  resistless 
men,  achieved  for  themselves  and  their  array  a  name  which  will 
live  as  long  as  the  land  lasts,  for  whose  liberties  thev  fought;  for 
they  commanded  the  prompt  approbation  of  their  leaders,  and 
challenged  the  admiration  of  the  people,  while  the  astonished 
military  leaders  of  other  nations,  wrapped  up  in  theories  of  their 
own  as  to  the  formation  of  armies,  paused  in  their  perusal  of  the 
historv'  of  the  rebellion,  surprised  by  the  reality-  And,  after  it 
was  announced  that  the  cause  of  the  South  was  a  lust  cause,  and 
the  shell  of  the  Confederacv  was  crushed;  after  the  army  of 
Northern  Virginia  had  surrendered  to  our  first  commander,  and  the 
rebel  army  of  Tennessee  to  oursecond;  after  the  head  of  the  rebel- 
lion, followed  by  the  quick  eve,  and  pursued  by  the  cavalry  of  the 
untiring  Wilson,  yielded  to  capture,  baffled,  discomfited  and  lost — 
what  asight  it  was  for  the  contemplation  of  (he  worid.as  theannics 
of  the  Union,  passing  in  review  before  their  leader  and  before  the 
nation's  executive,  filed  ofl^  to  their  homes,  and  calmly,  peacefully 
and  gladly  returned  to  the  quiet  walks  of  civil  life.  In  no  other 
land  could  such  a  scene  be  witnessed.  Years  before  the  citizens 
of  the  republic  had  become  her  soldiers;  her  youth  had  become 
her  men,  and  the  smoke  of  the  marches  of  military  life  had  hidden 
from  their  view  the  green  fields  of  other  davs,  but  as  the  cloud 
lifted  it  revealed  the  men  of  the  army  who  had  sur\ived  the  shock 
of  war,  dropping  the  weapons  of  the  conflict  and  the  button  of 
rank,  and  effacing  all  traces  of  the  contest  in  the  industrious 
avocations  of  life.  As  quickly  as  arms  hud  been  taken  up,  as 
promptly  were  they  laid  aside;  and,  almost  imperceptibly,  with 
the  last  roll  of  the  drums  of  the  rebellion,  an  army  of  strength 
and  power  and  numbers  was  dissolved  without  commotion. 

As  they  were  mustered  out,  hearts  which  throbbed  heavily  with 
anguish  during  their  absence,  bounded  with  joy  at  their  approach 
— the  faces  of  the  aged,  marked  bv  the  anxiety  of  separation,  as 
well  as  by  the  touch  of  time,  kindled  with  the  old  smile  as  the 
hour  of  reunion  came,  and  clasped  in  the  close  embrace  of  those 
around  whom  the  be.st  aftections  of  his  heart  clustered — mothers, 
wives,  sisters  and  lovers,  the  soldier  of  the  aniiy,  exultant  in  his 
well-earned  fame,  received  the  rich  reward  he  had  won  so  worth- 
ily. What  though  his  marches  had  been  long  and  weary,  his 
rations  sometimes  scant  and  poor,  his  battles  bloody,and  his  hard- 
ships  at    times    unheeded;  not    a    page    would  he  take  from  the 
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history  of  the  campaign  in  which  he  hore  a  part;  not  a  word 
would  he  blot  from  the  orders  which  told  the  congratulations  of 
his  chief;  and  not  a  leaf  would  he  pluck  from  the  wreath  of  renown 
in  which  these  very  struggles  and  trials  were  woven.  In  the 
hearts  of  the  people  his  reputation  was  fadeless,  for  while  to  the 
nation  he  was  the  defender  of  her  liberties,  the  character  and 
conduct  of  the  American  volunteer  were  the  wonder  of  the 
world.  Wherever  we  go,  these  men  are  found  now  in  all  the 
labors  that  industry  invites;  and  as  they  were  good  soldiers,  so 
now  they  honor  the  paths  they  tread  in  civil  life.  In  the  presence 
of  this  dissolved  army  the  public  men  of  other  nations  stand  in 
astonishment.  That  hundreds  of  thousands  of  men,  untaught  in 
war,  would  so  suddenly  become  a  skillful  army,  and  as  suddenly 
return  again  to  the  workshop  and  the  office  and  the  farm,  sur- 
passed even  the  expectations  of  the  well-wishers  of  the  land,  for 
the  occurrence  stood  without  a  parallel.  As  the  young  republic 
emerged  from  these  trials,  her  leaders  sent  to  nations  far  beyond 
the  Atlantic  lessons  in  the  art  of  war. 

There  was  a  feature  of  the  Western  Annies  which  has  been 
remarked,  and  which,  though  personal  to  every  soldier  of  the 
corps  and  divisions  represented  here  to-night,  is  yet  an  honest 
cause  of  proud  satisfaction  to  us  all — that  the  unity  of  their 
actions,  the  harmony  of  their  counsels,  and  their  combined  eflbrts 
to  conquer,  were  not  impaired  or  weakened  by  internal  feuds  nor 
tarnished  by  unsoldierly  jealousy.  In  the  personal  valor,  in  the 
soldierly  honor  and  persistent  energy  of  their  comrades  of  the 
armies  of  the  Cumberland,  the  Ohio  and  of  Georgia,  the  army  of 
the  Tennessee  ever  had  firm  reliance.  Shoulder  to  shoulder  with 
them  they  passed  through  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  with  joyful 
ears  listened  to  the  salute  of  exploding  magazines,  which  told  that 
the  2oth  Corps  were  entering  the  city;  and  on  the  great  march 
from  the  "Gate  City"  of  Georgia  to  the  coast,  the  soldier  of  the 
West  knew  that  when  trouble  came  the  soldier  of  the  East, 
adopted  into  this  Western  host,  would  find  no  word  like  "fail" 
written  in  his  orders. 

The  leader  of  one  of  those  armies  has  been  chosen  to  represent 
his  constituents  in  the  National  Congress:  another,  with  the  ability 
which  has  ever  characterized  him,  presides  over  the  Department 
of  War,  and  the  other  is  always  faithful  to  duty,  true  to  his  trust 
wherever  found,  whether  controlling  the  management  of  a  com- 
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plicated  command,  or  as  when  the  fate  of  the  Western  Army 
quivered  in  the  balance,  coolly  stemming  the  tide  of  battle  he  beat 
back  the  rebel  host,  crushed  and  conquered,  stamping  himself  as 
the  determined  soldier,  whom  the  pride  of  state  could  not  allure; 
whose  name,  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  is  told  to 
■the  youth  of  the  land  as  the  synonym  of  purest  patriotism,  your 
own  beloved  commander,  Thomas,  the  rock  of  Chicamauga. 

And  this  characteristic  was  not  confined  to  the  armies,  as  armies, 
but  between  corps,  divisions  of  the  corps,  and  brigades  of  the 
divisions,  extending  to  smaller  organizations,  the  feeling  existed; 
and  attached  together  on  the  badge  of  our  commander  may  be 
seen  the  acorn  of  the  14th.  the  cartridge-box  of  the  15th,  the 
arrow  of  the  17th,  the  star  of  the  20th  and  the  shield  of  the  23rd 
corps,  suggestive  emblems  of  the  complete  organizations,  united 
like  the  commands  they  represented.  Between  the  corps  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  existed  that  perfect  unit)-  of  feeling  which 
showed  them  to  be  self-reliant,  and  still  dependent  each  on  the 
other,  for  each  knew  that  neither  would  take  an  advance  which 
the  other  would  not  follow.  Between  them,  generous  rivalry 
promoted  military  union.  Their  perfect  faith  in  the  army's  chief 
never  wavered;  and  when,  as  the  enemy  was  developed,  the  com- 
mencing skirmish  grew  into  an  actual  battle,  McCIernand's  and 
Ord's  13th  corps  opened  a  way  through  the  enemy  in  its  front, 
Hurlbut  and  Dodge's  16th  was  a  wall  of  fire,  the  arrow  of  Blair's 
17th  went  surely  to  its  mark,  while  the  cartridges  of  Logan's  15th 
dealt  death  with  their  inevitable  forty  rounds.  It  was  this 
patriotic  faith  which  made  the  engagements  of  these  armies  so 
prominent  among  successes  of  the  rebellion,  and  gave  them  a  fame 
as  unspotted  as  it  is  enduring. 

And  now  comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  we  willingly 
weave  the  cypress  with  the  laurel  that  enshrines  the  memories  of 
the  thousands  of  our  own  command,  whose  valor  in  action,  ever 
conspicuous,  remains  remembered,  though  their  last  fight  has  been 
fought,  and  their  camp  is  with  a  command  higher  than  any  they 
ever  serv'ed  with  here.  We  do  not  number  them,  nor  can  we  tell 
of  all,  but  drums  will  cease  to  beat  and  bugles  to  blow,  ere  their 
examples  be  lost.  Their  military  life  is  written.  The  records  of 
the  rebellion  have  closed  their  pages  for  them,  but  while  there 
survives  one  of  his  division  he  will  recall  the  form  and  features  of 
Iowa's  Crocker,  as  in  the  heat  of  action,  chivalric  and  inspired  bv 
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(lie  excitement  he  gave  his  whole  soul  to  the  cause.  Like  us,  the 
people  of  his  State  protect  his  memory,  and  in  everv  house  and 
home  upon  its  prairies  his  honored  name  is  a  household  word. 
The  sons  of  Illinois  fail  to  find  at  their  gatherings,  the  form  uf 
their  loved  Ransom.  With  a  heart  as  gentle  as  a  woman's  it  was 
yet  full  of  that  old  Roman  fire,  which  gathering  its  inspirations 
from  the  nwrtiid  scenes  which  surrounded  it,  gave  to  his  mild  eye 
unwonted  light,  and  to  tins  nohle,  gentle  man  the  mein,  and 
attitude,  and  aspect  of  the  born  soldier.  Both  of  them  survived 
many  hard-fuught  fields  to  die  a  death  su  unwelcome  to  a  soldier 
— the  one  surrounded  by  friends  at  home;  the  other  away  from  its 
comforts  and  attentions,  with  his  last  hours  southed  by  those,  who, 
on  his  staff",  had  learned  to  love  him;  but  to  the  last,  both  remem- 
bered the  companions  of  their  campaigns,  and  with  the  final 
beatings  of  their  hearts  sent  to  us  all,    the  soldier's    last  farewell. 

Since  our  last  meeting  another  one  has  gone,  who,  but  twelve 
months  ago  with  us  listened  to  the  address  of  onr  chief,  at  our 
annual  meeting — an  officer  of  our  Society,  one  of  its  Vice-Presi- 
dents— he  gave  its  interests  attention,  and  was  a  prompt  attendant 
at  its  meetings.  His  wound  received  at  Shiloh,  apparently  yield- 
ing to  treatment,  was  gradually  sapping  the  foundations  of  his 
life,  and,  with  the  sons  of  his  State,  we  lament  the  absence  of 
Wisconsin's  Fairchild. 

And  while  we  cannot  tell  of  all,  we  remember  that  there  is  yet 
another.  Near  his  boyhood's  home  at  Clyde,  Ohio,  rests  all  that 
is  mortal  of  McPherson,  our  third  commander.  From  the  front 
of  the  action,  in  full  sight  of  the  foe,  booted  and  spurred,  he  went 
into  the  presence  of  the  God  of  battles.  Of  magnetic  influence, 
of  courtly  presence,  and  of  Extraordinary  military  ability,  he  was 
a  knightly  soldier.  Near  him  as  he  fell,  in  the  battle  near  Atlanta, 
July  Z2nd,  1S64,  was  a  wounded  private,  George  D.  Reynolds,  of 
Company  D,  15th  Iowa.  Though  pressed  closely  by  the  enemy, 
this  gallant  boy  refused  to  forsake  his  fallen  General.  From  his 
own  canteen  he  gave  water  to  those  trembling  lips;  with  his 
shattered  arm  he  supported  the  dying  hero's  head,  from  those 
eyes,  ere  they  became  lustreless  forever,  he  received  that  glance  of 
thankful  recognition  which,  beyond  all  pay  or  promotion,  was  his 
full  reward,  and,  as  that  great  heart  ceased  its  beating,  he  felt  the 
last  faint,  grateful  pressure  of  his  commander's  hand.  For  Mc- 
Pherson, death  came  just  as  it  should — amidst  the  crash  of  musketry 
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and  the  booming  of  heavy  guns;  and  his  comrades  of  the  Armv 
of  the  Tennessee — loving  him  in  his  heroic  life,  and  honoring  him 
in  his  early  death,  bound  upon  his  youthful  brow  a  laurel  crown, 
and  sent  his  fame  to  history. 

The  numbers  of  confederate  dead  upon  that  field  were  silent 
but  were  sure  witnesses  that  his  army,  under  the  command  and 
dashing  leadership  of  Logan,  avenged  the  death  of  their  honored 
chief.  His  successor  in  that  command  has  an  empty  sleeve  as  the 
unimpeachable  badge  of  his  heroism,  and  by  the  oppressed  everj- 
where,  honor  is  due  to  that  Howard,  whose  well  earned  reputa- 
tion, during  the  war,  shines  as  brightly  a^  do  his  philanthropic 

What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  ojr  second  commander 
when  four  years  ago  last  month,  severing  the  telegraphic  wires  as 
they  sent  off  his  and  our  last  message,  "all's  well" — he  broke  the 
last  bar  of  iron  which  bound  his  army  to  their  Northern  home. 
The  measure  of  his  fame  was  nearly  full.  The  admiration  of  the 
age  had  crowned  the  accomplishment  of  his  successes  at  Atlanta 
with  generous  praise,  and  high  up,  on  the  column  of  the  world's 
great  captains,  was  inscribed  the  name  of  Sherman.  Reliant  upon 
the  confidence  of  his  army,  and  grasping  with  his  genius  the  future 
of  the  rebellion,  as  it  was  mapped  out  before  him,  he  commenced 
that  march  to  which  all  time  will  be  told  as  "  Sherman's  march  to 
the  sea" — and  as  he  turned  his  face  toward  the  ocean,  a  long  line 
of  departing  locomotives,  as  with  their  living  freight  of  weak  and 
wounded  they  moved  to  the  North,  whistled  and  shrieked  out  to 
him  their  last  farewell- 

"There  tracks  of  blood 

'■Even  lo  the  forrest's  depth,  and  scattered  nrmt 

"And  liri;leB!i  warr[on>,  whose  hard  lineaments 

"Death's  self  could  change  not,  mark  the  dreadful  path 

"Of  the  out  sallving  victors;  far  behind, 

"Black  ashes  note  where  their  proud  cLty  stood." 

Marching  to  the  sea  he  added  to  the  nation's  Christmas  gifts, 
four  years  ago  this  month,  the  citv  of  Savannah;  a  little  later  he 
captured  the  capital  of  South  Carolina,  and  compelled  the  surren- 
der of  Johnston's  baffled  army — everywhere  and  always  stamping 
on  his  plans  the  work  of  genius,  on  their  execution  the  signet  of  a 
determined  will,  and  wherever  he  may  be,  finding  a  welcome 
home,  in  the  hearts  of  his  command. 
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Above  US  we  sec  the  nume  of  another  whose  boundless  reputa- 
tion the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  claims  as  its  own,  for  Grant  was 
its  first  commander,  and  has  said  that  "with  that  army  he  felt 
himself  identified  to  the  end  of  its  service."  Overcoming  the 
assatdts  of  his  enemies  at  home  l>v  his  modest  manner,  and  con- 
quering his  foes  in  the  field  by  his  military  abititv,  he  achieved 
for  himself  a  name  which  is  matchless,  and  ha*  marked  him  as 
the  leader  of  leaders,  and  the  General  of  the  age,  unswerved  by 
the  attack  from  the  front  and  from  home,  dauntless  and  deter- 
mined, he  crushed  the  life  out  of  the  rebellion,  and  over  the  ruins 
of  the  Confederacy  carricti  to  triumph  bis  country's  eagle. 


Proud  are  we  of  him,  who  at  Donclsoti,  and  Vicksburg,  an- 
nounced "unconditional  surrender"  as  his  terms;  who  at  Chatta- 
nooga told  his  army,  "no  enemy  can  withstand  you,  and  no 
defenses,  however  formidable,  can  check  your  onward  march;" 
who,  with  Sheridan,  ctTaccd  from  military  lexicons  the  word 
"can't,"  and  placed  there,  instead,  the  memorable  phrase,  "go  in;" 
who  in  his  last  order  told  you  "your  marches,  sieges  and  battles 
have  dimmed  the  luster  of  the  world's  past  military  achievements, 
and  will  be  the  patriot's  precedent,  in  defense  of  liberty  and  right, 
for  all  time  to  come;"  and  who  received  from  President  Lincoln 
the  acknowledgment,  "vou  were  right,  and  I  was  wrong." 

From  us  he  needs  no  laurds,  for  those  he  wears  will  be  forever 
green.  The  nation,  which  trusted  him  in  war,  confides  in  him  in 
peace,  and  bas  placed  the  soldier- statesman  in  the  line  of  Presi- 
dents which  began  with  Washington. 

His  and  his  army's  friend  we  miss  to-night,  that  noble  soldier 
who  from  first  to  last,  in  depression  and  in  victory,  stood  bv  his 
honored  chief:  and  from  the  lips  of  every  one  of  us,  as  we  find  he 
is  not  here,  comes  the  earnest  expression  which  tells  the  sentiment 
of  all  the  soldier  hearts  throughout  the  land — "Long  live  John  A. 
Rawlins." 

Comrades,  in  the  progressive  march  of  the  people  which  places 
the  nation  foremost  among  the  Governments  of  the  world,  we  can 
not  be  found  absent  when  the  assembly  sounds.  The  star  of  the 
future  is  bright  with  hope.  This  Union,  rendered  dearer  by  the 
blood  spilled  to  insure  its  life,  must  remain  unbroken  by  rebellion 
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and  strong  against  attack.  Throughout  this  land,  from  Maine  to 
Florida,  and  from  sea  to  sea,  the  American  citizen  must  be  free  to 
go  unmolested  and  at  home.  The  bands  of  iron  binding  the  con- 
tinent from  ocean  to  ocean,  can  not  be  stronger  than  the  cords  of 
patriotic  affection  tying  heart  to  heart.  And  while  from  the  lips 
of  the  President-elect  comes  the  noble  sentiment  which  finds  no 
readier  response  than  from  ourselves,  "Let  us  have  Peace," 
back  from  the  past,  and  from  the  midst  of  occurrences  which 
presaged  the  fnture,  comes  that  prophetic  utterance  of  our  second 
commander,  "we  must  have  peace,  not  only  in  Atlanta,  but  in  all 
America." 

Made  stronger  in  heart  than  ever  by  this  reunion — striking 
hands,  to-night,  with  a  fervor  that  shows  that  the  memories  of 
past  trials  and  triumphs  of  these  armies  will  live  and  bear  fruit, 
should  the  nation's  call  ever  again  be  sounded,  you  feel,  that  while 
with  honest  pride  you  sustained  the  honor  of  the  flag,  as  citizens 
you  will  never  tarnish  the  records  of  the  nation  whose  standards 
were  borne  to  triumph  by  the  armies  of  the  Union,  and  whose 
assembled  thousands,  as  they  greeted  your  grand  review  on  the 
avenues  of  the  Capital,  and  strewed  your  march  with  flowers, 
sent  to  you  the  grateful  acclaim  of  the  people  of  America. 
Hail  and  Farewell! 

The  address  of  General  Belknap  commanded  the  strict  attention 
of  all  present,  and  he  was  frequently  interrupted  with  applause; 
soldierly  and  eloquent,  he  thrilled  the  audience.  His  tribute  to 
McPherson.  our  beloved  commander,  brought  tears  to  the  eyes  of 
veterans  as  well  as  fair  ladies,  and  his  allusions  to  Generals  Grant, 
Sherman  and  Thomas  were  responded  to  by  storms  of  cheers. 

Fifth,  came  music  by  the  band— "Guard  Mount."  Like  reveille 
it  brought  to  light  old  associations  once  more,  and  was  fully 
appreciated. 

The  President  now  introduced  General  Charles  Cruft,  orator  for 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  In  addressing  it 
he  said: 
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SPEECH  OF  GENERAL  CRUFT. 

Comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland: — The  Society 
which  you  have  formed,  and  the  meeting  which  has  called  us 
together  on  this  occasion,  has,  among  its  chief  objects,  "the  per- 
petuation of  the  memory  of  the  fortunes  and  achievements  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,"  and  the  preservation  of  "that  una- 
nimity of  loyal  sentiment  and  that  kind  of  cordial  feeling  which  has 
been  an  eminent  characteristic  of  the  army,  and  the  main  element 
of  the  power  and  success  of  its  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of 
the  Union."  Other,  and  equally  worthy  objects,  arc  also  inter- 
woven with  those  stated,  but  assume  lesser  importance  in  the 
general  plan  of  organization.  In  furtherance  of  the  grand  purpose 
of  the  Association  you  have  come  up  hither,  from  all  parts  of  our 
broad  land,  to  re-awakcn,  in  memory,  the  valorous  deeds  of  the 
old  army,  and  to  kindle  anew  in  your  hearts  that  steadfast  loyalty 
and  wondrous  cordiality  which  ever  distinguished  it.  Your 
reunion  to-day  is  one  of  the  glorious  rewards  which  await 
the  gallant  soldier.  It  is  one  of  those  privileges  for  which  he  has 
patiently  toiled  in  camp,  endured  long  and  dreary  marches,  and 
risked  his  life  oft-times  in  b:ittle.  It  is  a  great  and  glorious  priv- 
ilege. God  grant  you  all,  my  comrades,  long  years  to  enjoy  the 
like  occasions. 

In  pronouncing  an  anniversary  discourse  to  you,  on  mattere 
connected  with  your  Association,  the  hasty  thoughts  which  I  have 
been  enabled  to  devote  to  them,  resolves  themselves  into  a  consid- 
ation  of  the  following  topics: 

1.  The  prominent  characteristics  of  the  rebellion. 

2.  The  origin  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  its  exploits 
in  t  lie  great  struggle  for  the  life  of  the  Republic. 

3.  Its  peculiarities  as  a  distinct  camp  in  the  field. 

4.  The  teachings  of  the  -war. 
Of  these  in  their  order. 

CHARACTERISTICS  OF  THE  REBELLION'. 

No  elaborate  discussion  of  the  origin  of  the  sectional  differ- 
ences which  caused  the  late  war  of  the  rebellion,  from  a  political 
stand-point,  is  expected,  nor  would  it  be  in  good  taste  on  the 
present  occasion.     It  is  sufficient  now  to  say  that  a  long  chain  of 
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causes,  stretching  back  through  more  than  a  generation,  had 
estranged  the  people  of  the  North  and  South.  Differences  of 
climate,  soil,  productions,  character  of  labor,  customs,  pursuits, 
and  political  teachings,  all  had  to  do  with  this.  It  was  not  any 
single  cause  which  brought  about  the  war,  but  a  combination  of 
many.  The  most  note-worthy  of  these  causes  was  the  persistent 
effort  made  by  the  South  so  to  shape  Federal  legislation  as  to 
foster  and  extend  the  institution  of  African  slavery,  and  to  estab- 
lish certain  political  dogmas  known  as  the  doctrine  of  "  State 
rights."  Ambitious  and  cunning  politicians  fanned  these  smould- 
ering embers  into  the  flame  of  civil  war.  In  1S61  the  country 
became  the  theatre  of  an  armed  rebellion,  more  wonderful  in  origin, 
more  surprising  in  extent,  more  magnificent  in  resources  and 
combinations  than  any  of  which  the  history  of  the  world  gives  an 
account.  This  rebellion,  stripped  of  all  poetical  and  other  sur- 
roundings, was  an  effort,  on  the  part  of  eleven  States  of  the  Union, 
by  force  of  arms,  to  throw  off  the  Federal  Government,  and 
establish  a  confederation  which  should  perpetuate  the  barbarisms 
of  African  slavery  and  preserve  the  political  heresy  of  "State 
rights."  To  accomplish  these  purposes  the  rebellious  States 
ot^anized  a  strong  civil  government,  and  appealed  to  the  arbitra- 
ment of  arms.  Abandjning  diplomacy,  they  resorted  to  the 
musket  and  cannon — '■^ultima  ratio  regum^^ 

The  war  which  followed  was  marvelous  in  many  respects,  and 
was  wholly  unlike  any  in  which  the  armies  of  the  Republic  had 
ever  before  engaged.  Xo  parallel  exists,  at  any  point,  between 
the  late  rebellion  and  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  that  of  1S12,  or 
the  Mexican  war.  All  these  contests  were  with  foreign  enemies, 
and  were  made  by  our  nation  as  a  unit.  It  was  not  so,  however, 
with  the  rebellion,  which  was  peculiar  in  many  ways. 

It  was  a  fratricidal  war;  a  contest  of  arms  between  sections  of 
a  common  country  and  Government.  The  hand  of  brother  was 
arrayedagainst  brother,  and  father  against  son.  All  ties  of  kindred, 
marriage,  friendship,  and  affection  were  forgotten,  every  citizen 
was  forced  to  decide  between  loyalty  and  rebellion,  and  in  some 
form  espouse  the  cause  of  his  choice.  Like  all  civil  wars,  the 
rebellion  evoked  more  bitterness,  hate,  dcstructiveness,  and  passion 
than  attends  warfare  between  different  nations,  in  the  same 
measure  that  family  quarrels  are  more  intense  than  others. 

The  rebellion  was  a  war  of  sentiment.     The  South  was  fighting 
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for  a  cherished  set  of  social  and  political  ideas,  which  had  been 
instilled  into  the  generation  of  the  men  who  inaugurated  the  war, 
from  the  cradle  upward.  The  North,  originally,  was  contending 
for  the  integrity  of  the  Government,  and  against  the  supremacy  of 
the  States;  but  as  the  contest  deepened,  the  freedom  of  the  negro 
and  other  matters  assumed  various  proportions  as  war  measures. 

Ti 1 "lood   and  prowess  finally  became  infused  into  the 

re  the  war  ended,  it  became  also  a  question  of  sen- 
;  North,  though  not  especially  so  at  the  beginning. 
1  the  standpoint  of  the  Government,  the  rebellion 
1  the  character  of  the  enemy.  The  troops  of  the 
;  hastily  summoned  to  face  an  enemy  of  greater 
i  courage  than  any  they  had  ever  before  encoun- 
he  same  rule,  an  enemy  of  greater  ability,  resources 
So  far  as  the  United  States  were  concerned,  the 
J  a  great  extent,  necessarily  an  invasive  war,  within 
rs,  and  that  into  a  country  of  an  enemy  more 
rlike  expedients,  more  wary  and  better  skilled  in 
s,  than  any  people  in  the  world.  The  populace  at 
been  more  or  less  bred  to  warlike  practices  and 
had  apparently  been  long  provoking  and  courting 
■  their  Northern  neighbors.  They  were  fighting  for 
1  firesides,  and  to  establish  upon  sure  foundations, 
hivalry  and  individual  superiority.  The  physical 
f  their  country  was  fitted  to  a  prolonged  struggle 
warfare.  It  was  crossed  by  craggy  ridges  and 
:ult  to  be  passed  by  soldiers  and  impracticable  for 
ions  of  cavalrj'  and  artillery-  A  few  troops,  know- 
phy  of  the  country,  could  hold  important  fastnesses 
against  large  bodies  of  well  equipped  soldiery 
1  them  by  ordinary  military  approaches.  The  war 
mostly  offensive  oh  the  part  of  the  Government, 
;cessity,  prosecuted  upon  a  theatre  where  all  the 
the  enemy  were  aided  by  an  accurate  knowledge  of 

nent  met  with  no  pai'tisan  aid  in  the  South.  The 
tizens  was  toward  the  cause  of  the  rebellion.  A 
nstances  of  towns,  districts,  and  individuals  who 
le  Union  were  encountered,  but  these  were  rare 
trusted.     The  aid  of  a  plausible  and    ingeniously 
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constructed  civil  government  was  constantly  given  to  the  rebel 
cause;  and  it  was  powerful  enough,  by  early  and  systematic  pro- 
scriptions, to  drive  all  men  capable  of  bearing  arms  to  the  ranks 
of  the  insurgents.  Not  only  the  men,  but  the  women  of  the 
South,  strongly  engaged  in  the  rebellion.  Of  course,  they  did  not 
take  to  the  field  like  the  Amazons  of  old  were  said  to  have  done, 
but  they  were  a  tremendous  power  to  the  Southern  Confederacy. 
From  the  very  commencement  of  the  war  they  were  willing  to 
forego  all  domestic  ties  to  prosper  their  side,  and  so  continued 
until  they  were  forced  to  admit  their  "cause  was  lost,"  only  by 
witnessing  the  returning  fragments  of  the  armies  of  the  Confed- 
eracy after  Lee's  surrender. 

Never  was  more  devotion  shown  to  any  cause,  from  commence- 
ment to  ending,  than  was  exhibited  by  the  women  of  the  rebellious 
States  toward  that  in  which  their  fathers,  husbands,  sons  and 
brothers  were  engaged.  Every  officer  and  soldier  in  the  Union 
saw  and  felt  the  power  which  the  rebel  women  of  the  South 
exercised  during  the  wnr.  There  was  no  hardship  or  suffering 
which  they  were  not  willing  to  undergo;  no  deceit  or  falsehood 
they  would  not  practice;  no  desperate  venture  they  would  not 
make  for  their 

"Bonnie  blue  flog,  with  but  a  single  Star." 

History  furnishes  no  example  of  greater  zeal  and  abandon  to 
the  fortunes  of  their  cause;  not  even  the  women  of  ancient  Sparta 
excelled  them  in  their  fidelity  to  their  flag  and  kindred. 

While  the  Government  had  no  party  in  the  South,  there  was  a 
large  element  in  the  North  in  sympathy  with  the  rebellion.  This 
force  was  dormant  to  all  appearances,  but  it  was  a  strong  and 
powerful  undertow  and  tended  to  clog  the  efforts  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  every  direction;  to  break  down  its  financial  expedients 
when  "gold,  which  turneth  the  wheels  of  war,  was  wanting;"  to 
prevent  enlistment;  to  encourage  desertion;  to  spread  discontent 
in  the  Federal  armies;  to  decry  their  victories  and  rejoice  over 
their  reverses.  This  hidden  and  unseen  opposition  was  practiced 
by  thousands  who  had  not  the  manliness  to  array  themselves  in 
arms  on  the  side  of  the  rebellion,  even  by  those  whose  roofs 
were  kept  over  them  and  firesides  protected  by  the  strong  arm 
of  the  Government  and  who  held  honors  and  office  by  its  gifts. 

Another  characteristic  of  the  rebellion  was  the  singular  spectacle 
of  4,000,000  of  negro  slaves  standing  passive  and  making  no  effort 
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to  wrest  their  liberty  by  insurrection.  They  were  left  at  home 
ill  abject  servitude,  and  htill  kept  laboring  on  for  their  mistresses 
and  the  children  of  their  masters,  while  their  owners  had  gone  to 
the  field.  The  producing  ability  of  the  slaves,  and  their  faithful- 
ness to  their  masters,  really  enabled  the  Southern  people  to  com- 
mence the  war,  and  certainly  enabled  them  to  prolong  it  very 
materially.  It  was  a  power  in  war  which  had  not  before  been 
encountered  by  our  nntion,  and  there  was  no  mode  of  computing 
or  measuring  its  strength.  It  had  no  parallel  anywhere  in  military 
history,  and  no  similitude,  except  a  faint  one,  in  the  conduct  of 
the  serfs  of  Russia  in  the  Crimean  war;  but  even  here  the  resem- 
blance fails,  for  the  serfs  were  serving  the  Czar  under  promise  of 
freedom,  while  the  Southern  negro  had  nothing  to  look  forward 
to  but  perpetual  slavery. 

While  the  rebellion  was  a  war  without  nominal  allies  on  either 
side,  yet  the  rebels  had  a  strong  and  powerful  moral  alliance  with 
England,  France,  Austria,  and  other  European  kingdoms.  The 
monurchs  and  citizens  of  these  countries  were  in  deep  sympathy 
with  the  cause  of  the  South.  They  furnished  much  of  the  money, 
arms,  and  material  with  which  to  prosecute  the  war.  Their  mer- 
chantmen were  constantly  running  the  blockade  of  our  Southern 
seaboard,  freighted  with  rich  cargoes  contraband  of  war.  The 
small  Confederate  navy  came  from  England,  and  to  her  may  be 
traced  all  the  disasters  of  American  commerce  occasioned  by  the 
war  The  emperors  of  France  and  Austria,  calculating  upon  the 
strength  of  the  rebellion  and  the  crippled  condition  of  our  Governy 
ment,  attempted  to  strike  at  our  "  Monroe  doctrine,"  and  establish 
an  empire  in  the  Republic  of  Mexico.  Thus  the  Confederate 
Government,  while  apparently  fighting  single-handed,  had  this 
iquasi-alliance — anomalous  in  the  records  of  war,  and  difficult  to 
oppose  on  account  of  the  professed  amity  existing  between  these 
Powers  and  the  United  States. 

The  rebellion  was  chiefly  a  contest  between  land  forces.  Owing 
to  this  fact  and  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  close  blockade  in 
front  of  the  entire  Southern  sea  coast,  our  gallant  navy  had  not 
the  usual  opportunity  of  distinguishing  itself.  Wherever  offered, 
however,  it  added  to  its  former  renown.  The  grand  victories  at 
New  Orleans,  Fort  Fisher,  Mobile  and  elsewhere — the  splendid 
actions  of  the  Kearsage  in  the  Enghsh  channel,  in  sight  of  the 
French  cannon  at  Cherbourg,  the  monitors  along  the  Atlantic 
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coast,  and  the  invaluable  service  of  the  gunboat   marine  in  the 
Western  waters,  all  shed  imperishable  lustre  upon  our  navy. 

Another  peculiarity  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  compared  with 
any  in  which  the  Government  had  before  engaged,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  vast  changes  and  improvements  which  have  been  made, 
during  the  last  few  years,  in  all  arms,  and  also  to  some  extent  in 
strategy,  logistics,  engineering,  grand  and  minor  tactics.  The  rebels 
had  kept  pace  with  all  these  improvements  and  thereby  presented 
themselves  as  a  more  formidable  enemy  than  any  previous  one. 
The  war  was  found  to  be  a  school  in  which  not  only  soldiers,  but 
cfhcers  of  every  grade,  were  pupils.  Many  of  the  military  theories 
of  past  ages  were  modified  or  overturned.  Gunnery  had  to  be 
learned  anew,  with  the  constant  improvement  in  rifled  cannon, 
and  the  whole  science  of  projectiles  re-studied.  The  mass  of 
soldiery  used  were  so  increased  as  to  require  new  modes  of  trans- 
portation, supply  and  maneuver.  Railroads  and  telegraphs  had 
been  brought  into  requisition  as  aids  in  warfare,  and  changed  all 
the  past  ideas  and  practice  connected  with  it. 

These  were  some  of  the  most  striking  characteristics  of  the  war 
of  the  rebellion  as  compared  with  any  former  one  in  which  the 
Federal  Government  had  heretofore  engaged.  The  novel  features 
^vcre  all  against  the  United  States  and  in  favor  of  the  insurgents. 
They  contributed  to  make  the  war  ten-fold  harder  in  all  respects 
than  any  other  before  undertaken,  and  greatly  to  diminish  the 
chances  of  conquering  a  peace.  He  who  went  to  thcwar,  in  the 
outset,  with  the  belief  that  victory  over  the  rebels  was  an  easy 
thing,  soon  changed  his  mind,  and  found  that  it  was  no  holiday 
affair.  The  preparations  of  the  Government,  both  in  men  and 
material,  were,  in  the  commencement,  totally  inadequate.  It 
required  at  least  two  years  to  educate  the  Cabinet  at  Washington 
up  to  a  conc^tion  of  the  power  and  proportions  of  the  rebellion. 
Thousands  of  Federal  soldiers  had  been  wounded  and  slain,  and 
millions  of  treasure  had  been  expended  before  even  the  people  of 
the  great  North  awakened  to  the  magnitude  of  the  war,  and 
realized  the  sacrifices  that  yet  had  to  be  made  to  save  the  life  of 
the  nation. 

The  result  of  the  Presidential  election  in  1S60  demonstrated 
the  fact  that  a  rebellion,  on  the  part  of  the  cotton  States,  was 
imminent;  yet  neither  the  people  of  the  North  nor  the  Govern- 
ment appeared  to  realize  it.     The  seizure  of   forts  and  arsenals, 
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public  property  and  materials  of  war  of  the  United  States, 
speedily  followed;  tlien  came  the  formal  acts  of  secession  of  the 
various  States,  and  the  inauguration  of  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment. Then  occurred  the  bomhardment  and  reduction  of  Sumter. 
TMe  nvcrt  ii(-t  <if  war  cndcd  the  temporizing  policy  of  tbe  Gov- 
d  the  anger  of  the  nation.  The  last  shot  fired 
'ort  in  Charleston  Harbor,  in  defense  of  the 
,  "quickened  the  beat  of  millions  of  loval 
in  them  the  firm  resolve  that  tbe  rebellion 
;d  by  arms.  The  excitement  which  followed 
iter  has  not  been  surpassed  by  any  that  has 
ir  the  land.  The  telegraph  had  scarcely 
when  the  shrill  tones  of  the  fife  and  the  roll 
leard  in  every  city  and  hamlet  of  tbe  North, 
;  their  homes  and  employments,  hastened  to 
J  military  organizati<ms  and  tendered  their  ser- 
ment.  The  President  called  for  seventy-five 
cuts,  which  act,  viewed  in  the  light  of  subse- 
1  to  have  been  a  sad  error  iis  to  ninnbers. 
actively  commenced.  Its  histor)'  is  too  deeply 
ed  into  tbe  hearts  of  our  people  ever  to  be 
;ls  soon  concentrated  at  Manassas,  threatening 
li.  The  first  great  battle  was  fought  and 
■  to  the  Union  arms.  That  battle  and  victory 
le  fate  of  the  rebellion.  It  awoke  the  real 
e  North.  It  first  developed  the  enormous 
llion,  and  deepened  and  riveted  the  purpose 
Government  and  people  to  put  it  down. 
:h  blazed  from  every  hill-top  of  the  North, 
lacons  of  the  Persian  fire- worshippers,  and 
1  the  cry,  "/o  arms'"  In  such  a  war,  out  of 
id  in  saving  the  life  of  the  Republic,  sprang 
umberland,"  and  other  kindred  armies  of  the 
;y  did  not  leap  forth  into  existence  like  Min- 
ble,  in  full  strength  and  panoply,  but  grew 
eeble  beginnings.  At  first  all  the  national 
nd  ineffective;  the  commanders  had  but  little 
edge  of  war;  the  rank  and  file  was  composed 
:  artillery  scantily  and  badly  horsed;  the  quar- 
ent  had  few  baggage  and  draft  animals;  there 
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was  scarcely  any  ordinance  or  hospital  conveniences;  the  cavalry 
were  few  and  poorly  mounted;  experience,  which  goes  to  insure 
celerity  of  movement  and  certainty  of  success  in  military  matters, 
was  wholly  wanting. 

With  this  view  of  the  general  characteristics  of  the  rebellion, 
I  pass  to  the  origin  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  a 
brief  statement  of  its  exploits  as  an  inde]>cndent  army  in  the  field, 
and  a  slight  tracing  of  its  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  union  of  the 
States. 

ORIGIN  AND  SERVICES  OF  THE  ARMY  OK  THE  CUMBERLAND. 

The  germ  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  consisted  of  that 
portion  of  Federal  soldiery  first  organized  at  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, in  the  Summer  of  1861  by  General  Robert  Anderson.  The 
bulk  of  these  original  troops  were  Western  volunteers,  and  chiefly 
from  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Kentucky.  These  men  had 
rushed  to  arms  at  the  call  of  the  Government,  from  the  fields, 
workshops,  stores  and  offices  of  the  West,  in  the  excitement  fol- 
lowing the  disastrous  result  of  the  first  great  battle  of  the  war, 
and  were  willing  patriots  but  undisciplined  and  untried  soldiers. 
That  faithful  officer — the  hero  of  Fort  Sumter — organized  and 
placed  them  in  the  field,  but  was  soon  called  to  another  post  of 
duty.  He  was  succeeded  by  General  Wm.  T  Sherman,  who, 
during  a  brief  stay,  expanded  the  embryo  army  into  more  com- 
manding proportions,  and  laid  the  groundwork  for  its  discipline 
and  instruction.  General  Sherman  wisely  desired  to  make  his 
little  force  somewhat  larger  if  it  was  expected  to  do  much  toward 
conquering  the  new  fledged  Confederacy.  His  arithmetical  ideas, 
however,  clashed  with  those  of  the  Government,  which  had 
already  determined  that  seventy-five  ihousoHd  men  were  sufficient 
for  the  entire  contract,  and  he  ^vas  relieved  of  his  command. 
Time  has  signally  vindicated  General  Sherman's  views  of  "  the 
situation,"  as  then  expressed. 

General  D.  C.  Buell  succeeded  our  present  Lieutenant-General. 
Being  an  excellent  disciplinarian,  he  at  once  commenced  perfect- 
ing the  organization  of  the  troops  and  the  instruction  of  their 
officers.  He  bestowed  upon  the  new  command  its  first  distinctive 
name — The  Army  of  the  Ohio — and  by  a  few  months  of  patient 
and  well  directed  labor  developed  it  to  the  real  proportions  of  an 
army  in  the  field.     The  newly  created  army  laid  in   training  for 
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a  few  weeks,  with  its  right  along  lower  Green  river,  its 
center  higher  up,  near  Mumfordsville,  and  its  left  upon  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Cumberland,  thus  protecting  Louisville  and 
Northern  Kentucky,  and  holding  at  bay  the  rebel  forces  under 
Buckner.  The  young  army  was,  however,  soon  called  to  active 
service,  and  a  short  and  sharp  campaign  was  ma<le  in  Eastern 
Kentucky.  Then  in  January,  1S63,  the  battle  of  Mill  Springs  was 
fought,  in  which  General  George  H.  Thomas  gained  a  signal  vic- 
tory over  the  rebel  forces  under  Zollicoffcr,  and  which  was  the 
first  decided  success  in  the  West.  The  year  had  closed  without 
any  decided  or  complete  victories  to  the  Federal  arms  in  the  few 
conflicts  which  had  then  taken  place,  and  the  new  year  brought 
with  it  a  feeling  of  great  despondency  throughout  the  North.  ■ 
The  dashing  encounter  of  the  young  Army  of  the  Ohio  with  the 
enemy,  at  Mill  Springs,  did  much  to  show  the  metal  of  which  it 
was  composed,  as  well  as  to  restore  public  confidence  in  the  prow- 
ess of  volunteer  soldierj'. 

The  close  of  the  winter  of  iS6i-2  found  the  newly  formed 
army  on  the  march  toward  Nashville,  parallel  with  the  movements 
of  the  twin-Army  of  the  Tennessee  under  General  Grant,  upon 
forts  Henry  and  Donelson.  One  brigade  of  the  Army  of  the 
Ohio  *as  spared  to  the  Tennessee  column,  and  bore  its  part  in  the 
glories  and  losses  of  that  brilliant  campaign,  participating  in  both 
the  trying  days  at  Shiloh,  before  returning  to  its  place.  The 
Confederate  forces  withdrew  from  before  the  steady  advance  of 
Buell,  and  hastened  to  succor  their  friends  in  resisting  the  column 
of  Grant.  Forts  Henrv  and  Donelson  fell  before  the  victorious 
assaults  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  Nashville  was  occu- 
pied by  the  Anny  of  the  Ohio.  Here  the  latter  rested  for  awhile 
from  marching,  but  worked  on  daily  and  hourly  at  drill  and 
instruction.  No  pains  were  spared  by  commander  or  subordin- 
ates to  reach  the  highest  ]^oint  of  discipline  that  could  be  attained. 

The  surviving  oflicers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland will  remember  the  toils  and  studies  of  that  period,  and 
the  alacrity  with  which  they  all  addressed  themselves  to  the 
business  of  learning  the  art  of  war.  Their  chieftain  was  indefatig- 
able and  exacting,  and  every  one  seemed  to  catch  hts  systematic 
and  laborious  spirit  and  share  with  him  the  determination  that 
they  shoidd  be  soldiers  in  fact  as  well  as  in  name.  The  older 
regiments  that  moved  from  before  Louisville  to  Nashville,  under 
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General  Biielt,  never  furgot  the  lessons  learned  upon  that  march, 
and  always  remember  them  with  profit. 

In  the  course  of  events,  General  Grant  soon  moved  up  the 
Tennessee,  and  massed  his  army  at  Pittsburg  Landing.  The 
Army  of  the  Ohio  was  on  the  march  to  join  him  when  it  heard 
the  opening  guns  of  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  The  advance  was 
pushed  forward  with  wonderful  rapidity,  and  the  whole  army 
made  Herculancan  eflbrts  to  reach  the  field  and  mingle  in  the  des- 
perate fray.  The  leading  division  came  in  time  to  participate 
somewhat  in  the  first  day's  battle,  and  the  bulk  of  the  army  to 
engage  bravely  in  the  operations  of  the  second  day. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  dwell  upon  battles  or  to  attempt  minute 
details  or  descriptions  of  them.  It  requires  great  genius  in  poet, 
painter  or  historian  to  depict  battle  scenes  properly  and  intelligibly. 
Few  who  attempt  such  descriptions  with  pen  or  color  succeed. 
While  every  soldier  who  has  witnessed  the  preparations  for  a 
pitched  battle  between  our  contending  armies  knows  how  utterly 
impossible  it  is  to  portray  the  scene  by  words  or  picture,  yet  he 
fully  realizes  the  feeling  described  by  the  Scottish  bard: 
"  'Twere  worth  ten  years  of  peaceful  life 
One  glance  at  their  array." 

The  siege  of  Corinth  followed  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  Here  the 
discomfited  enemy  placed  himself  behind  strong, entrenchments 
and  awaited  regular  approaches.  In  all  the  toils  and  labors  of 
this  period  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  nobly  bore  its  part,  and,  when 
the  enemy  refused  the  wager  of  battle  and  retreated,  made  its  full 
share  of  pursuit. 

Here  the  service  of  the  "twin  armies"  divided,  and  they  never 
again  served  together  until  the  memorable  siege  of  Chattanooga. 
The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  turned  westward  to  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  followed  the  course  of  its  majestic  current  southward, 
carving  an  undying  name  in  history  for  its  magnificent  vic- 
tories. The  Army  of  the  Ohio  faced  toward  the  East,  made  the 
celebrated  campaign  of  Northern  Alabama,  threatened  Chatta- 
nooga, and  finally  concentrated  in  the  eastern  side  of  Middle 
Tennessee.  These  operations  consumed  the  summer  of  1S62.  In 
the  latter  part  of  August  it  became  apparent  that  the  enemy  was 
passing  the  left  flank  of  our  army,  on  the  eastward  of  the  Cum- 
berland range,  and  was  determined  on  carrying  the  war  to  the 
Ohio  river.     The  Army  of  the  Ohio  was  now  marched  westward 
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to  Nashville,  and  the  safety  of  that  city  heiiig  provldetl  for,  it  was 
stripped  of  baggage  and  all  impediments  tu  light  innrcliing,  and 
its  course  turned  northward  in  haste  to  reach  the  Ohio  hcfore  the 
enemy  could  possibly  do  so.  All  who  participated  in  that  rapid 
march  will  remember  it  as  one  of  the  most  arduous  and  trying,  as 
well  as  one  of  the  best  conducted  marches  of  the  war.  The 
enemy  was  beaten  to  Louisville.  Here  the  army  was  remodeled 
and  largely  increased  in  numbers  bv  the  infusion  of  the  new  levies 
made  in  the  West  in  the  Fall  of  1862.  The  Army  of  Kentucky, 
just  organizeil  by  General  Nelson,  was  disbanded,  and  its  regi- 
ments scattered  throughout  the  brigades  of  the  Army  of  the 
Ohio,  adding  largely  to  its  numerical  strength. 

In  the  early  days  of  that  bright  autumn  the  march  toward  the 
enemy  was  commenced,  the  bloody  battle  of  Perrysville  was  fought, 
and  the  Confederate  army  started  in  full  retreat  southward,  through 
the  mountain  gaps  of  Kentucky.  Pursuit  was  vigorously  made  as 
far  as  the  waters  of  the  Cumberland, 

At  this  stage  of  affairs  a  new  commander  was  sent  to  the  army 
in  the  person  of  General  William  S.  Rosecrans,  He  straightway 
concentrated  the  army  in  the  vicinity  of  Xashville.  arriving  there 
about  the  first  of  November.  A  few  weeks  of  camp  life  here 
was  spent  in  constant  drill  and  instruction.  A  complete  reorgan- 
ization and  refitment  was  had  and  everything  possible  was  done 
to  make  ready  for  an  active  winter  campaign.  The  old  name 
"Army  of  the  Ohio,"  was  dropped  by  General  Rosecrans,  and  it 
was  thenceforth  known  as  the  "Army  of  the  Cumberland."  A 
thorough  corps  organization  was  adopted,  and  manv  reforms  and 
improvements  introduced. 

On  the  day  after  Christmas  the  army  took  march  to  encounter 
its  old  enemy  behind  his  rifle-pits  and  entrenchments  atMurfrees- 
boro.  The  battle  of  Stone  river  was  one  of  the  most  closely 
contested  of  the  great  engagements  of  the  war.  It  christened  the 
newly-named  Army  of  the  Cumberland  with  a  baptism  of  fire. 
Few  pitched  battles  have  been  fought  of  equal  duration  and  equal 
distinction.  The  cedar  thickets  and  clearings  of  that  memorable 
field  were  reddened  with  the  blood  of  the  slain.  Right  nolily  did 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  bear  itself  throughout  that  terrible 
and  exhausting  fight,  and  although  victory  was  for  a  while  doubt- 
ful, it  finally  settled  itself  upon  the  old  flag. 

Halting    before    Murfreesboro     until    midsummer,    the    army 
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again  started  southward  to  accept  Gallic  at  Tullahoma.  Wisely 
enough,  however,  the  enemv  withdrew  from  before  its  advance 
and  passed  bevond  the  Tenne>:^ee.  Pursuit  was  shortly  made,  and 
Chattanooga,  the  objective  piiint  of  the  carapaign,  was  occupied. 
This  much,  however,  did  not  satisfy  the  impetuous  and  brave 
leader  of  the  armv.  He  hurried  onward  to  fight  the  enemy  when 
and  where  he  could  overtake  him.  After  arduous  marches  and 
countermarches,  it  so  fell  out  that  the  -\nny  of  the  Cumberland 
became  interlaced  with  the  enemy,  in  a  singular  manner,  and  was 
assaulted  by  the  reinforced  army  of  the  rebels  in  the  Valley  of  the 
Chickamauga.  "Rixer  of  Death"  as  its  name  signifies  in  the  fanciful 
etymology  of  the  Indians.  The  furious  battle  of  those  two  bright 
September  days,  fought  in  the  thickets  along  Chickamauga.  was 
one  of  the  deadliest  and  most  stubborn  of  the  entire  war.  It  was 
the  last  general  engagement  fought  bv  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land as  an  independent  army.  Although  not  decisive  as  a  pitched 
battle,  yet  it  accomplished  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  rebel 
occupancy  of  Chattanooga,  and  forccil  him  to  undertake  to  reduce 
the  place  b^'  a  regular  siege. 

The  toils  and  sufferings  of  the  faithful  army  while  bele.iguevcd 
within  the  defenses  at  Chattanooga  have  become  historic.  After 
a  time  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  under  General  Sherman,  and 
the  two  €orps  of  the  .^rmy  of  the  Potomac,  under  Gener.-il 
Hooker,  came  to  (he  relief  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
to  open  the  communication  with  the  base  of  supplies. 

Now  occurred  another  and  final  change  of  commanders.  Gen- 
eral Rosccrans  was  relieved  and  the  command  devolved  upon 
General  George  H.  Thomas,  who  entered  upon  his  duties  under 
the  most  unfavorable  auspices,  and  found  himself,  without  warning, 
at  the  head  of  the  besieged  and  half-starved  garrison.  The  only 
cheerful  thing  which  met  the  new  commander  was  the  pluck  .ind 
determination  of  the  troops  to  hold  the  position  at  all  hazards, 
despite  the  enemy  without  and  starvation,  disease  and  death 
within.  This  indomitable  spirit  was  subscqucnlly  placed  in  terse 
and  soldierly  words  by  General  Thomas  in  his  famous  declaration, 
in  behalf  of  the  army,  "to  hold  the  place  till  we  starved!" 

General  Grant,  then  in  command  of  the  Military  Division  iif  the 
MissiKsippi,  removed  his  field  headquarters  to  Chattanooga,  and 
gave  personal  supervision  to  the  future  operations  in  that  vicinity. 
In  two   months  the    valley  of  the  Tennessee  was   cleared  of  the 


i.y  Google 


igS  (Proceedings  of  the  Society 

cncmv,  Lookout  was  stormed,  Mission  Ridge  was  carried  by 
assault,  the  siege  of  Kiioxville  was  raised,  and  the  enemy  driven 
southward  within  the  mountains  of  Georgia.  In  the  achievement 
of  all  these  glorious  successes,  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
took  conspicuous  part,  and  the  names  of  all  the  battles  which  pro- 
duced them  are  inscribed  on  its  standards. 

At  the  oncning  of  the  next  Spring,  the  gr.ind  campaign  of 
undertaken  by  General  Sherman.  The  three  corps 
le  Army  of  the  Cumberland  were  actively  engaged 
les  and  marches  of  this  eventful  campaign.  They 
the  lines  of  battle  and  assaulting  columns  during  all 
n  operations  against  the  renowned  "Gate  City,"  and, 
re,  the  old  army  divided,  never  again  to  meet.  Two 
the  14th  and  20th,  subsequently  constituted  the 
rgia,  under  Major-General  H.  W.  Slocum.  marched 
1,  in  his  modem  anabasis,  down  to  the  sea;  the  other, 
rth,"  retracted  its  steps  to  assist  in  fighting  Hood,  at 
h  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  under  Major-General  J.  M. 
\'ashvillc,  to  be  "in  at  the  death"  of  the  rebellion  in 
erbaps  no  severer  test  of  manhood  and  personal 
tried  during  the  war  than  those  at  Franklin*  and 
i  surely  no  cleaner  victory  was  won  than  at  the 
It  broke  the  power  of  the  rebellion  in  the  Mississippi 
lit  off  all  hope  of  success  in  the  West.  After  the 
tiville  the  remnant  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
s,  there  to  assist  in  wiping  out  the  last  relic  of  armed 
he  sunny  plains  of  the  South. 

nd  of  1S65,  the  last  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
[  out,  after  an  existence  of  more  than  four  years  as  a 
lization  in  the  field. 

sketch  of  the  campaigns  and  battles  just  given, 
I  feeble  idea  of  its  services  and  toils.  It  affords  no 
'  the  noble  and  heroic  actions  of  the  distinct  regi- 
es, divisions  and  corps  which  comprised  the  army, 
ave  and  chlvalric  deeds  of  individual  officers  and 
;ast  a  halo  of  brilliancy  always  about  its  pathway. 
of  the  old  army  were  great  in  themselves  and  great 
;quences,  and  abounded  with  brilliant  examples  of 
and  devoted  zeal.  They  should  "neither  be  disfigured 
,"  but  are  worthy  of  enduring  fame  and  a  conspicuous 
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place  in  history.  Says  Napier,  in  reviewing  the  Peninsular  wari 
'■much  injustice  has  been  done  and  much  justice  left  undone  by 
those  authors  who  have  hitherto  written  concerning  this  war." 
The  same  may  be  said  in  respect  to  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  Its 
history  has  not  yet  been  fully  or  truthfully  written,  and  perhaps 
never  may  be,  but  whenever  it  is,  great  credit  and  high  renown 
must  be  allotted  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  as  one  of  the 
grand  armies  of  the  Republic,  for  its  gigantic  strokes  toward  the 
suppression  of  the  rebellion.  The  graves  of  the  dead  lie  thick 
along  its  southern  pathway,  mute  yet  solemn  and  convincing 
testimony  of  its  prowess  and  devotion  in  the  cause  of  the  Union. 
It  will  be  held  in  after  times  as  no  small  honor  to  have  fought  for 
the  Government,  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  and  not  the  least  to 
have  followed  the  fortunes  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

PECULIARITIES  AS  A  DISTINCT  ARMY. 

No  sketch  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  would  be  complete, 
however  hastily  drawn,  which  merely  traced  its  campaigns, 
marches  and  battles,  but  omitted  to  allude  to  the  special  character- 
istics which  marked  it.  Your  society,  in  stating  the  objects  of  its 
formation,  has  given  prominence  to  two  of  these  characteristics, 
"■'unanimity  of  loyal  sentiment;  and  kind  and  cordial  fcelingr 

The  Army  of  the  Cumberland  was  loyal  to  the  Government, 
not  only  in  the  act  of  bearing  arms  in  its  defense,  but  in  every 
thought,  feeling,  word  and  action.  There  were  no  under-currents 
of  doubt,  complaint,  disrespect  or  treachery  toward  the  constitu- 
tional authorities  of  the  nation.  There  was  no  hesitation  or 
misgiving  about  the  justness  of  the  war  in  which  the  army  was 
engaged.  Officers  and  men  alike  were  inspired  with  an  unswerving 
spirit  of  devotion  to  the  national  cause.  A  broad  and  intelligent 
patriotism  nerved  their  hearts  and  steeled  the  swords  of  those 
who  followed  the  banners  of  that  army.  This  feeling,  prominent 
from  the  first,  grew  with  the  growth  andstrengthened  with  the 
strength  of  the  army,  until  it  became  a  live,  deep  and  abiding 
sentiment.  It  leavened  the  whole  army  as  a  mass  and  gave 
surprising  unanimitv  to  its  purposes  and  acts.  No  toil,  hardship 
or  suffering  could  overcome  this  sentiment;  no  enemy  in  the  field 
nor  rebel  sympathizers  in  the  rear  could  shake  it.  When  the 
enemy  hurled  his  heavy  columns  on  the  front,  he  was  repulsed  by 
steady  lines  of  bayonets,   the  sharp   rattle  of  musketrv,  and  the 
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roar  of  well-manned  artillery.  When  treason  ran  riot  at  home, 
hravc  words  and  glorious  deeds  came  thundering  back  from  the 
army  in  the  field.  This  steadfast  ptirpose  was  of  great  worth  to 
the  Government,  and  stood  in  licit  of  thousands  of  ai*n)ed  men  in 
the  Northwest,  who  would  otherwise  have  been  required  to  have 
protected  the  families  and  friends  of  the  soldiers  behind  them. 
The  least  faltering  on  the  part  of  the  Anny  of  the  Cumberland,  in 
loyalty  to  its  flag,  at  one  period,  might  have  precipitated  a  civil 
war  northward  of  the  Ohio.  It  is  a  matter  of  history  that  a  secret, 
treasonable  association  existed  in  certain  of  the  North-western 
States  during  the  war,  which  numbered  among  its  members  many 
names  of  distinction,  the  object  of  which  was  to  sow  seeds  of 
discord  in  the  armies  of  the  Government,  to  release  rebel  prisoners, 
kidnap  or  kill  loyal  officers,  and  promote  the  cause  of  the  Confed- 
eracv  by  a  counter-revolution  in  the  North.  It  is  known  that 
svstematic  and  artful  plots  were  attempted  to  procure  desertions 
from  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  to  thin  its  numbers  in 
every  possible  way.  To  the  credit  of  the  men  who  composed 
that  army  it  may  be  said  that;  so  far  as  they  were  concerned,  all 
these  ticHsonable  schemes  perished.  They  scorned  the  approaches 
of  treacherous  Northern  sympathizers,  and  treated  them  with  less 
regard  than  the  open  foemen,  who  met  them  in  arms,  fighting  for 
the  rebel  flag. 

The  Army  of  the  Cumberland  was  renowned  for  the  kindness 
and  cordiality  of  feeling  which  prevailed  throughout  all  its  organi- 
zations and  existed  between  its  individual  members.  Harmony, 
there  always  was,  but  more  than  this,  there  grew  up  that  true 
friendship  and  real-  brotberhood-in-arms,  which  is  bred  only 
among  brave  men  in  the  field,  by  common  dangers  and  exposures. 
This  kindly  feeling,  commendable  in  all  armies,  must  be  remem- 
bered by  you  as  a  prominent  trait  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
It  existed  to  a  great  degree  in  all  our  Western  armies,  and  is  one 
of  the  pleasant  memories  of  the  war.  Friendships  and  attachments 
were  there  formed  between  officers,  and  men  and  individuals 
of  both  classes,  which  nothing  but  death  can  sever.  Everj'  one 
who  served  in  the  old  army  can  recall  the  respectful  bearing,  and 
unselfish  attentions,  which  were  the  general  rule  of  intercourse. 
There  was,  too,  a  real  cordiality  and  heartiness  In  all  this,  far  above 
and  exceeding  the  requirements  of  military  authority  or  etiquette, 
which  sprang  from  the  spontaneous  instincts  of  true  men  embarked 
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in  a  common  undertaking  of  peril  and  adventure.  Jealousies, 
bickerings  or  improper  rivalries  among  officers  were  almost  wholly 
unknown,  disagreements  between  different  organizations  never 
occurred.  There  was  a  faithfulness  among  subordinate  and  superior 
officers  unusual  in  the  experience  of  armies.  Military  law  and  usage 
ordinarily  prevent  open  and  improper  comment  by  subordinate 
officers  or  men,  on  the  motives  or  acts  of  their  superiors,  but  there 
are  a  thousand  ways  by  which  unfaithful  ser^'ice  may  be  rendered, 
and,  for  the  time  being,  pass  for  true.  Bad  men  infest  every  army 
to  a  certain  extent,  and  not  unfrequently  creep  into  official  posi- 
tions where  they  can  for  a  while  find  scope  for  arrogance  or 
brutality.  Happily  such  examples  were  very  rare  in  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland.  Its  officers  as  a  class  were  courteoiis  gentlemen, 
and  despised  alike  the  brute,  the  "carpet  knight,"  and  the  martinet. 
The  rank  and  file  of  the  army  was  composed  largely  of  intelligent 
and  energetic  men,  who  became  soldiers  from  the  promptings  of 
patriotism.  They  did  not  seek  the  army  as  a  make-shift  or  occupa- 
tion, and  brought  to  it  the  earnest  convictions  and  correct  habits  of 
successful  and  respectable  citizens.  Hence,  there  was  less  rancor 
toward  the  inhabitants  of  hostile  territory,  less  plunder  and  pillage, 
less  lawlessness,  straggling,  and  crime  than  is  common  in  armies 
otherwise  constituted.  The  kindliness  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land was  not  confined  alone  to  its  internal  associations.  It  exhibited 
itself  constantly  toward  an  unprotected  enemy.  Moderation  and 
justice  marked  its  relations  toward  the  helpless  and  innocent  victims 
of  the  war,  encountered  in  its  numerous  campaigns.  Now  that 
the  rougher  passions  engendered  by  the  war  are  passing  away, 
and  the  councils  of  Peace  are  to  prevail,  every  soldier  must  feel 
gratified  that  such  humane  conduct  marked  the  course  of  his  old 
army.  It  is  a  pleasing  reflection,  in  reverting  to  the  unavoidable 
horrors  of  a  civil  strife,  that  the  severities  inflicted  by  an  army 
fell  far  short  of  what  the  harsher  laws  of  war  justified. 

Another  feature  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  was  a  high 
military  and  moral  discipline.  This  quality  naturally  followed 
from  the  others  alluded  to,  as  well  as  from  the  character  and  labors 
of  its  different  commanders.  A  high  and  stern  code  of  discipline 
would  be  expected  from  such  commanders  as  Anderson,  Sherman, 
Buell,  Rosccrans  and  Thomas,  all  of  whom  were  educated  to 
arms,  and  had  made  the  business  of  war  the  study  of  a  lifetime. 
They  well  understood  the  truth  of  the  maxim,  "u-ar  is  not  a  conjee- 
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tural  arl^'  and  constantly  labored  to  promote  that  thorough 
discipline  which  alone  can  render  armies  powerful  or  effective.  It 
ifi  true  discipline  and  constant  duty  that  makes  the  soldier,  and 
this  is  worth  far  more  tlian  exceptional  acts  of  bravery.  It  is 
discipline  which  begets  endurance,  confidence,  courage  and  power 
in  the  army,  and  without  it  numbers  become  ponderous  and  use- 
less. Every  soldier  and  officer  of  intelligence  understands  the 
advantage  of  discipline,  and  however  hard  its  exact  requirements 
may  have  seemed  to  raw  volunteers,  at  first  enlistment,  they  soon 
knew  that,  in  war,  it  was  but  another  name  for  safety  and  strength. 
It  economizes  life,  insures  success,  gives  rapidity,  certainty  and 
vigor  to  soldiery;  without  it  an  army  is  little  else  than  an  armed 
mob,  dangerous  only  to  itself,  and  becomes  a  ready  prey  to  stam- 
pede and  defeat.  The  Army  of  the  Cumberland  attained  an 
enviable  proficiency  in  all  the  tactical  knowledge  and  other 
acquirements  requisite  for  good  service,  but,  in  addition  to  this,  it 
cnltivaled  and  enforced  a  high  order  of  discipline.  Offenses 
against  good  order  became  rare,  and  when  discovered  were 
promptly  and  severely  punished.  The  officers  were  sustained  and 
Apheld  by  the  men  in  the  enforcement  of  all  the  rules  of  war. 
This  sentiment,  prevailing  throughout  the  army,  served  to  keep 
the  men  firm  to  their  colors,  yet  to  preserve  a  good  and  healthful 
general  discipline. 

Another  quality  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  was  a  great 
degree  of  military  enthusiasm.  The  morale  of  the  army  was 
uniformly  good.  As  a  body  it  always  had  zeal,  spirit,  hope  and 
confidence,  lliese  qualities  gave  it  not  only  endurance,  but  super- 
added enthusiasm.  No  reverses  broke  its  spirit  or  diminished  it!) 
zeal.  Its  tenacity  and  ability  to  endure  reverses  were  sorely  tried 
at  Stone  river.  Its  spirit  and  enthusiasm  were  brilliantly  dis- 
played in  contending  against  heavy  oddsat  Chickamauga.  The 
officers  and  men,  as  a  class,  were  always  enthusiastic  in  asserting 
the  justness  of  their  cause,  and  in  their  steady  belief  of  its  ulti. 
mate  triumph.  This  confidence  gave  the  army  great  power  in  the 
conflict  of  battle,  and  rendered  examples  of  bad  conduct  in  the  face 
of  the  enemy,  either  on  the  part  of  individuals  or  oi^anizations,  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule.  Another  effect  of  this  feeling  was 
to  prevent  disquiet,  home-sickness — that  bane  of  the  volunteer 
soldier — desertion,  and  all  the  train  of  evil  consequences  which 
flow  therefrom. 
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Another  quality  which  was  constantly  observable  In  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland  was  esprit  de  corps.  Prtde  in  army  organ- 
ization is  always  a  most  desirable  traitin  military  life.  The  officer 
or  private  who  can  sink  all  individuality  in  the  name  and  success 
of  his  company,  regiment,  division  or  army  is,  by  the  same  degree 
in  which  he  does  this,  so  much  the  better  soldier.  This  pride  of 
the  soldier  in  the  army  to  which  he  belongs,  gives  it  force  and 
vigor — ennobles  the  men  and  operates  as  a  strong  incentive  to 
individual  valor.  This  animating  spirit  of  the  collective  body  was 
a  conspicuous  trait  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  There  were 
none  of  its  regiments  or  batteries  who  were  not  chary  of  the 
good  name  of  their  arm\%  and  proud  of  the  victories  and  services 
achieved  by  it. 

These  were  some  of  the  features  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land which  were  ordinarily  to  be  remarked.  They,  however,  by 
no  means  constitute  all.  They  were  qualities  possessed  in  com- 
mon by  all  our  armies  in  the  field,  and  it  -may  be  by  others  in  a 
degree  equal  to  or  superior  to  that  of  the  one  to  which  allusion  is 
made.  It  is  true  that  they  existed  in  it,  and  by  referring  to  this 
fact  no  invidious  comparisons  are  intended. 

TEACHINGS   OF   THE    WAR. 

The  war  of  the  rebellion,  like  all  sectional  outbreaks,  is  not 
without  its  instructions.  Results  which  follow  a  civil  war  are 
seldom  apparent  at  its  immediate  close.  Its  teachings  are  not 
always  impressed  on  the  generation  which  has  lived  through  the 
eventful  scenes  which  spring  from  it.  Time  is  required  to  soften 
the  tone  and  passions  of  tlie  contending  parties,  to  heal  up  the 
wounds  of  the  nation,  and  to  show  the  permanent  consequences 
which  are  produced.  The  late  reheUion  is  no  exception  to  the 
rule.  It  brought  about  changes  in  our  country  and  Government, 
and  among  our  people,  which  will  be  as  lasting  as  the  Republic 
itself  It  is  impossible  now  to  allude,  in  the  most  cursory  manner, 
to  all  the  revolutions  in  business,  finance,  political  views,  personal 
life  and  habits  which  came  from  the  war.  They  are  many,  and 
are  full  of  instruction,  regret  or  foreboding;  according  to  the  tem- 
perament in  which  they  are  read  and  the  spirit  in  which  they  are 
studied.  Vast  changes  have  already  followed  the  war,  and  its 
teachings  are  grand,  solemn  and  wonderful.  It  overturned  many 
of  the   accepted    ideas   of   our   people,    not    a   few   fundamental 
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axioms  in  politics,  and  numerous  preconceived  notions  in  business 
and  commerce. 

One  of  the  grandest  effects  which  flowed  from  the  rebellion 
was  the  establishment  of  universal  personal  liberty  in  our  country. 
The  theory  of  our  Government  has  always  been  that  of  complete 
individual  freedom  and  protection,  but  yet,  since  its  foundation, 
slavery  and  oppression  had  continually  existed  under  its  sanction. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  war,  notwithstanding  the  boasted 
freedom  of  the  United  States,  four  millions  of  persons  were  held 
in  bondage,  and  used  nud  treated  as  chatties,  and  subjected  to 
cruelties  such  as  were  tolerated  in  no  other  civilized  country.  The 
war  burst  the  shackles  from  these  millions  of  poor  creatures  and 
bade  them  look  up,  assert  the  intelligence  the  great  Creator  had 
given  them,  and  strive  to  become  worthy  and  useful  citizens.  It 
made  our  country  not  only  free  in  name  but  absolutely  so.  Hence- 
forth the  world  truly  may  look  to  the  United  States  as 


With  the  war  has  gone  the  great  curse  of  slavery,  and,  with 
this,  are  passing  away  those  deep-rooted  prejudices  of  caste  and 
color  which  have  been  peculiar  only  to  our  country. 

The  war  exploded  the  great  Southern  maxim  of  trade,  "Cotton 
is  King!"  This  staple  hitherto  held  high  place,  it  is  true,  in  all  our 
great  commercial  relations,  domestic  and  foreign,  and  gave  to  our 
Gulf  States  a  certain  power  which  was  assserted  to  be  supreme. 
Cotton  and  its  surroundings,  and  the  ideas  which  clustered  around 
its  production,  had  much  to  do  with  bringing  about  the  war;  but, 
before  it  was  fought  through,  the  world  learned  that  cotton  was 
not  all  there  was  of  the  United  States.  Cotton,  though  a  great 
power,  as  formerly  used,  was  not  King;  the  maxim  asserting  it  to 
be  so  was  a  fallacy,  but  it  required  the  war  to  teach  us  this  fact. 

Another  truth  established  by  the  rebellion,  was  that  all  the 
chivalry  and  manhood  of  the  nation  was  not  compressed  into  that 
part  southward  of  "Mason  and  Dixon's  line."  It  taught  us  that 
there  were  valor,  patriotism  and  vitahty  elsewhere,  and,  that  too, 
sufticient  to  preserve  the  Government  and  to  overturn  the  most 
powerful  rebellion  which  has  ever  existed. 

Another  fact  settled  by  the  war  was  the  mastery  of  the  Federal 
Government.  The  claim  of  the  supremacy  of  the  State  over  the 
General    Government    in    matters  of  conflict,  and  the  doctrine  of 
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paramount  allegiance  owed  by  the  citizens  to  the  latter,  were  fully 
overturned.  The  falsity  of  such  assumptions  is  now  understood. 
The  right  of  secession  is  also  abandoned,  and  will  never  more  be 
asserted  at  the  point  of  the  sword.  The  war  determined  the 
Federal  Government  as  the  great  central  controlling  power  which 
.  shall,  for  all  time  to  come,  regulate,  within  the  limits  of  the  written 
Constitution,  the  various  States  of  the  Union.  Before  the  rebel- 
lion, the  great  mass  of  citizens  scarcely  realized  the  e:£istcnce  of 
the  Federal  Government,  or  had  any  daily  evidence  of  its  being. 
It  levied  no  personal  taxes  upon  them.  They  knew  that  Congress 
held  annual  sessions,  that  a  President  was  elected  every  four  vears, 
the  Cabinet  changed,  that  the  Government  transported  their  lettci-s 
and  that  it  held  a  court  in  their  State.  The  only  officer  with  whom 
they  came  in  contact  was  the  postmaster.  Comparatively  few, 
away  from  the  seaboard  or  the  larger  cities,  had  ever  seen  a  custom- 
house, light-house,  navy -yard,  man-of-war,  file  of  .soldiers,  or  any- 
thing else,  except  the  national  flag,  which  represented  the  physical 
being  of  the  General  Government.  It  laid  its  burdens  so  lightly 
on  the  citizens  that  they  were  hardly  known.  The  war,  however, 
taught  our  people  of  the  existence  of  a  Federal  power,  and  its 
ability  for  self-protection  and  a  general  defense. 

These  and  other  similar  lessons  were  taught  to  our  countrymen 
by  the  grim  and  horrid  experience  of  the  war.  The  soldiers,  also, 
who  were  engaged  in  it,  survived  its  battles,  and  were  honorably 
discharged,  received  an  experimental  tuition  which  thev  will  not 
soon  forget.  They  stood  nobly  to  their  colors  in  the  tide  of  battle, 
and  did  not  desert  them  in  camp  or  march.  Dangers,  difficulties 
or  suffering  could  not  drive  them  from  theirstandards  while  there 
was  a  single  armed  foe  in  the  field.  Xow,  that  the  war  is  over, 
they  do  not  propose  to  desert  the  cause  for  which  they  fought,  for 
they  still  owe  their  Government  allegiance  and  fealty.  While  they 
may  no  longer  measure  arms  with  the  enemy  in  battle  arrav,  thev 
must  still,  as  citizens,  render  homage  and  support  to  the  constituted 
authorities.  They  naturally  look  for  the  results  of  thetr  victory. 
As  honorable  soldiers  they  desire  the  return  of  peace  and  the 
restoration  of  order  as  one  of  the  first  fruits.  If  this  is  not 
attained,  then  the  war  has  been  fought  in  vain,  and  all  its  carnage 
and  cost  have  been  made  for  naught.  The  sur\-ivors  of  the  Union 
armies  with  one  accord  join  their  late  Commander-in-chief  in  his 
magnanimous  and  soldierly  demand,  "  Let  iis  have  peace!"     The 
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■ople  of  the  nation  have  re-echoed  this  demand,  and  have 
,-».... I.,  ..H^r,!-.^,-;..^.!  :*  K,.  thg  recent  election  of  our  grand  chief- 
he  United  States.  This  great  tribute 
le  country  proclaims,  in  thunder  tones, 
classes  to  have  that  peace  which  is 
lught  the  war,  as  well  as  their  intention 
ngaged  in  it. 

A  on  returned  soldiers  hy  the  education 
shape  of  an  obligation  to  stand  by  one 
being  equal,  there  can  be  no  wrong  to 
ving  preference  to  his  comrade,  when 
ctition  with  the  citizen  who  did  not  go 
■e  false  to  the  acknowledged,  though 
1  him  to  those  with  whom  he  has  suf- 
the  memory  of  his  fallen  companions; 
lich  gather  round  and  hallow  his  life  as 
so.  As  soldiers,  you  kept  the  touch  of 
stand  together  now  as  citizens!  The 
m  for  such  conduct,  and  posteritv  will 
fulness. 

:r  duty  learned  by  the  soldier  of  the 
but  loyal  men  for  official  stations.  The 
is  hand  and  fought  rebels  in  open  arms 
e  most  charitable,  to  use  his  ballot  to 
musk,et  wrought.  It  is  an  insult  to  the 
rom  the  war,  with  an  honorable  record, 
:  him  to  contribute  to  install  unregen- 
litors  or  tlieir  sympathizers  into  place 

)n  was  fought  by  volunteer  soldiers, 
tient  hits  always  been  opposed  to  a  large 
It  of  such  a  course,  the  entire  land  force 
nencement  of  the  war.  did  not  exceed 
ely  sufficient  for  light  frontier  service, 
ind  scattered  over  distant  oceans.  The 
e,  necessarily  compelled  to  call  for  vol- 
them  for  support  in  the  great  contest 
I  as  it  was,  was  divided  in  loyalty,  and 
icers  went  to  the  cause  of  the  rebellion; 
afforded  material  from  which  to  officer 
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the  volunteer  troops,  and  largely  to  contribute  to  their  education. 
The  small  force  of  regular  troops  engaged  in  the  war  proved 
themselves  brave  soldiers.  AH  that  martial  science,  endurance 
and  valor  could  achieve  belongs  to  their  history.  It  is  the  business, 
however,  of  the  regular  soldier  to  be  brave  and  resolute,  to  fight 
gallantly.  He  is  fitted  by  long  preparation  and  exercise,  by  the 
study  of  the  school  and  training  of  the  camp.  Such  is  not  the 
case  with  our  inexperienced  volunteers.  The  nation  is  justly 
proud  of  the  regular  army  and  of  its  valiant  achievements. 
Another,  and  a  peculiar  pride,  possesses  our  people  as  they  turn  to 
their  volunteer  soldiers.  They  are  part  of  themselves,  their  fellow 
citizens,  their  fathers,  brothers,  husbands,  sons.  They  are  the 
immediate  representatives  of  the  State,  county  and  neighborhood. 
They  are  the  "  Republic  itself  in  arms!"  They  came,  at  the  blast  of 
the  bugle  and  the  roll  of  the  drum,  and  ran,  on  willing  feet,  to  their 
country's  banner.  They  left  their  farms,  workshops,  professions, 
homes  and  kindred  to  fight  back  the  foes  of  their  common  Gov- 
ernment, They  knew  nothing  of  arms  as  a  profession.  Theirs 
was  no  mercenary  service.  Listening  [only  to  the  promptings  of 
patriotism,  they  went  forth  to  fight  for  their  country  and  then 
returned  quietly  to  their  homes,  laid  aside  the  grab  of  the  warrior, 
put  on  the  habiliments  of  peace,  and  resumed  their  former  avoca- 
tions. The  war  has  demonstrated  the  fact  that  we  now  have  a 
great  and  powerful  Government,  where  every  citizen  can  suddenly 
spring  into  a  full-armed,  effective  soldier,  and  can  as  suddenly  be 
transformed  into  a  peaceful  citizen. 

You,  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  the  volunteer  soldiers 
of  our  other  grand  armies,  have  revealed  the  secret  of  the  physical 
strength  of  the  Republic,  Our  people  know  the  "mighty  muscular 
power  of  our  nation,  and  the  nerves,  tendons  and  fibres  of  our 
Government."  We  can  now,  as  if  by  the  wand  of  an  enchanter, 
evoke  great  and  magnificent  armies.  During  the  late  war  the 
calls  of  President  Lincoln  flashed,  with  electric  speed,  over  the 
land,  and,  as  at  the  blast  from  the  wild  horn  of  Clan  Alpine's 
Chief,  every  "bracken,  bush  and  stone"  gave  forth  its 
'■ warrior  armed  forfitrife." 

But  our  volunteers  have  not  only  taught  the  lesson  how  easy  it 
is  to  raise  vast  and  powerful  armies,  but  also  the  further  and  more 
important  lesson,  how  easy  it  is  to  disperse  them  without  violence 
or  bloodshed.     Your  example  in  quietly  returning  to  your  homes 
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from  the  bloody  scenes  of  four  years'  war  is  full  of  meaning  and 

instruction.     The  lesson  to  be  learned  from  such  conduct  was  not 

lost  on  the  world.     To-day  the  munarchs  of  Europe  wonder  how 

this  is   done.     All  civilization    is    astonished    to    know    how    one 

million  of  volunteer  soldiers,  who  have  fought  to  successful  issue 

the  most  malignant  civil  war  which  Time  has  yet  recorded,  have 

quietly  stacked  their  arms  and  betaken  themselves  to  civil  pursuits. 

Lct  that  this  has  been  done,  and  that  you,  and 

Ills  have  done  it.     The  loyal  volunteers  of  the 

proven  to  the  world  the  ease  with  which  our 

ic  armies  from  her  citizen  soldiery,  and  then 

1    them    to    peaceful     life.     This  element    of 

pparent  as  it  is  wonderful,  and  constitutes  a 

eedom  among  us.     This  ability,  suddenly  to 

:itizen   soldiery,  stands  in   place  of  immense 

It  is  like  the  fan   of  Paribanou,   the  fairy  in 

—spread  it  and  the  armies  of  powerful  Sultans 

1  its  .shade — fold  it,  and   it   becomes  a  toy  in 

ins  which  has  just  disappeared  from  camp 
spring  up  again  at  the  sound  of  a  trumpet. 
spreading  her  healing  wings  over  the  country, 
;ngth  of  the  rebellion  has  become  added  to 
lent.  If  war  with  a  foreign  power  should 
to  summon  our  countrymen  to  arms,  we  can 
ngn  cause,  from  the  survivors  of  the  two  late 
wo  millions  of  such  tried  and  trusty  soldiers 
lie  battles  of  the  rebellion.  This  subtle  but 
low  with  us.     The  nation  feels  it — the  world 

it  many  lives,  and  millions  of  treasure,  it  edu- 
mis  and  developed  the  martial  taste  of  our 
t  as  to  leave  no  apprehension  for  the  future, 
aid  down  his  arms  at  the  termination  of  the 
Icmn  though  unuttered  pledge,  that  he  would 
the  first  call  of  his  country,  and  again  wield 

rs,  destruction  and  expense  of  the  war,  it  was 
■od.  In  a  certain  point  of  view  it  operated  as 
irovement  to  those  who  passed   through  its 
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dangers  and  turmoils  and  survived.  Many  of  the  rough,  boisterous 
and  untrained  men  of  the  country  were  disciplined  by  the  service. 
Many  were  there  taught  their  first  lesson  of  subordination, 
thought  fulness,  cleanliness,  and  systematical  personal  habits.  The 
lessons  of  the  camp  sometimes  savored  of  vice,  but  yet  more  fre- 
qncntlv  of  virtues,  and  the  conduct  of  the  thousands  of  soldiers 
who  have  quietly  returned  from  the  war  and  have  since  become 
honored  and  reputable  citizens,  shows  that  their  training  in  the 
field  was  not  harmful,  but  improving. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland: 
Since  first  entering  the  service  of  your  country  you  have  seen  all 
the  viscissitudes  and  hardships  of  a  soldier's  life — the  camp,  the 
march,  the  battle,  and  the  victory.  You  have  borne  yourselves 
bravely  and  successfully,  and  have  exceeded  the  expectations  of 
your  countrymen.  You  endured  the  trials  of  your  new  life  with- 
out murmur.  Hunger  and  thirst,  exposure,  sickness,  fatigue, 
have  not  daunted  you.  You  encountered  our  country's  enemy 
around  the  church  at  Shiloh;  you  toiled  nobly  as  one  of  the 
besieging  armies  at  Corinth;  you  rolled  back  the  advancing  tide 
of  battle  at  Perrysvillc;  you  wrested  victory  from  the  enemy 
amid  the  tangled  cedars  at  Stone  river;  you  held  at  bay  his  com- 
pact hosts  in  the  dark  and  bloody  valley  of  the  Chickainauga;  you 
endured  the  memorable  siege  of  Chattanooga;  you  contributed 
part  of  the  heroic  column  that  stormed  Lookout  Mountain;  you 
formed  the  center  in  the  memorable  assault  on  Mission  Ridge; 
your  dead  lay  thick  on  every  battle-field  from  Dalton  to  Atlanta. 
Many  of  you  stood  in  solid  ranks  at  the  murderous  battle  at 
Franklin  and  moved  upon  the  enemy  at  the  crowning  victory  at 
Nashville.  Part  of  you  "marched  down  to  the  sea"  with  our 
great  leader,  Sherman,  while  part  made  that  other  and  terrible 
winter  march  in  pursuit  of  a  flying  enemy  without  which  "the 
march  to  the  sea"  would  not  have  been  so  fullv  vindicated  as  one 
of  the  grandest  exploits  in  war.  Your  record  has  been  a  glorious 
one.  You  can  point  to  numerous  pitched  battles  in  which  your 
army  was  engaged  singly  with  the  cnemv,  and  many  others  in 
which  it  bore  a  conspicuous  part.  Your  service  has  been  no 
trifling  matter,  no  mere  "fun  mustering,"  but  constant  and  deadly 
grappling  with  "foemen  worthy  of  your  steel."     The  long  and 
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toilsome  marches  vou  have  made,  the  mountains  and  rivers  you 
have  crossed,  the  various  routes  you  have  traversed,  the  weary 
miles  you  have  made,  the  fortifications  you  have  built,  all  these  I 
have  not  attempted  to  relate.  The  world  knows  these  facts,  for 
they  have  already  passed  into  history,  and  have  become  great  and 
startling  truths.  While  you  have  been  toiling  on,  and  risking 
your  lives  in  battle,  you  have  not  only  been  exalting  yourselves, 
but  unconsciously  carving  an  undying  fame.  It  is  to  be  spoken  to 
your  credit,  noble  sotdiersi  that  your  army  has  not  sullied  its  rep- 
utation by  any  base  or  unmanly  actions.  It  wears  no  dishonorable 
scars.  It  has  not  recoiled  in  battle,  nor  faltered  when  the  charge 
was  sounded.  In  this  respect  you  have  a  common  repute  with 
vour  feilow-soldiers  of  other  armies  of  the  Union — a  glorious  herit- 
age, which  has  been  wrought  out  by  gallant  soldiery,  and  to 
which  you  have  contributed. 

One  fact  must  not  be  omitted.  Many  of  your  regiments  became 
veterans  in  the  volunteer  service.  The  stripes  of  honor,  added  to 
the  uniform  worn  by  them,  indicated  that  they  were  not  only 
United  Stales  volunteers,  but  further  and  higher  than  this — veteran 
volunteers!  The  additional  title  was  no  meaningless  thing.  It 
proclaimed  to  the  world  that  those  who  cnjoved  it  had  trod  the 
wine-press  of  affliction — had  been  tried  in  the  furnace  of  battle, 
and  that  three  years  of  experience  and  faithful  labor  had  been 
consumed  before  thev  gained  that  honorable  distinction.  The  day 
that  vour  veterans,  having  fulfilled  their  first  enlistment,  again 
entered  the  service  was  the  crowning  day  of  their  glory.  Less 
patriots  or  determined  men  would  have  shlunk  from  this  second 
trial.  To  their  noble  purpose,  to  the  rc-enlistment  of  thousands 
in  the  great  armies  of  the  Union,  our  country  owes  its  safety  and 
integrity. 

The  pleasure  of  every  greeting  among  soldiers  is  commingled 
with  sadness.  In  looking  over  the  representation  hereof  those  who 
once  composed  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  in  vain  we  seek  for 
many  ■well-known  and  familiar  faces.  Why  came  they  not  from 
the  dangers  of  the  battle  to  mingle  with  us  to-day?  Too  well  we 
know.  The  great  record  of  battles  furnishes  the  sad  response 
and  points  us  to  the  heroic  dead.  It  recalls  to  memorv  those  who 
felt  gloriously  in  battle  and  rendered  up  their  lives  to  their  coun- 
try— their  souls  to  their  God.  We  may  deplore  them,  we  may 
grieve  for  them,  but  our  lamentations  will  not  avail.     Others  there 
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were  who  fell  bv  llic  wavside  in  weary  marches,  or  whose  eves 
grew  dim  and  spirits  fled  from  camp  ur  hospital,  and  whose  names 
adorn  no  battle-roll.  Disease,  the  great  destrovcr,  made  sad  havoc 
in  your  lines.  His  victims  far  exceeded  those  who  fell  in  battle. 
Many  a  comrade  who  escaped  the  perils  of  the  field,  driven  from 
his  place  in  the  line,  came  home  "to  die  amid  his  friends  and 
kindred — ending  life  where  it  began."  Honor  then  to  our  pa- 
triotic dead. 

Others,  too,  there  were  not  numbered  with  the  dead,  who, 
stricken  by  disease  or  bullets  of  the  enemy,  have  returned  to  drag 
out  a  life  of  disability  and  suflering.  Honor  also  to  them.  Strong 
and  manly  sol»iiers  once,  their  wounded  limbs  and  sh.-ittered  bodies 
arc  to  be  revered  and  held  doubly  precious. 

But  our  sorrows  to-day  may  not  be  wholly  for  the  dead.     Their 

"Freedom's  now  and  Fame's." 
Our  sympathies  rather  go  out  for  the  living.  The  nation  mourns 
her  warrions  slain,  and  weep.s  over  the  rivers  of  blood  which  have 
reddened  its  Southern  plain.s,  but  our  personal  and  effective  sym- 
pathy must  be  for  the  friends  and  relatives  of  the  fallen  braves, 
most  of  all  for  the  widow  and  orphan  of  the  slain.  While  we 
can  not  but  lament  the  dead,  who  manfully  fought  their  last  battle, 
it  is  the  living  that  should  call  out  our  active  condolence  and 
future  care. 

Let  the  nation  and  the  State,  while,  out  of  thoir  abundance  they 
labor  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  dead,  also  make  haste  to 
provide  for  the  needs  of  the  living.  Let  it  be  a  matter  of  indi- 
vidual dutv  with  us  all  to  care  for  the  wants  of  the  soldier's 
family.  As  God  has  given  to  each  of  us.  so  let  him  give  of  his 
substance  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  our  gallant  dead. 

The  stalwart  returned  soldier  should  have  place,  employment 
and  honors.  The  wounded  and  helpless  should  have  home  and  com- 
fort.s.  The  widow  of  the  soldierand  his  fatherless  children  should 
not  beg  bread.  His  orphan  should  have  education,  and  the  State 
and  kind  friends  should  hover  around  him,  like  ministering  angels, 
to  nurture,  instruct  and  guard  him. 

I  leave  to  linger  with  vou  these  parting  injunctions,  which  are 
caught  from  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  your  associations;  and, 
again  wishing  you  the  return  of  many  such  joyous  reunions,  I 
bid  you  hail,  and  farewell ! 
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Following  the  address  of  General  Cruft  came  music,  again  by 
the  Drum  Corps,  entitled,  "Battle  of  Stone  River."  To  say  that 
it  was  perfectly  executed  is  not  too  high  praise.  It  was  the  sounds 
of  battle  most  truly. 

General  Thomas  now  introduced  General  J.  D.  Cox,  selected  by 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  for  its  orator.  General  Cox 
bears  the  military  honors  of  an  eminently  successful  corps  com- 
mander, and  the  civilian  record  of  an  able  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Ohio.  He  was  received  with  marked  acknowledgment  and 
cheers.     In  his  address  he  says: 


SPEECH  OF  GEXERAL  COX. 

I  feel  very  sensibly  the  difficulty  of  expressing  fitly  the  feelings 
which  must  fill  the  heart  of  every  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  West  at  such  a  reunion  as  this.  We  have  met  our  old 
comrades  of  the  corps  and  subordinate  army  organizations,  since 
we  parted  at  Raleigh,  after  our  last  review  as  a  separate  army,  in 
the  presence  of  Grant  and  Sherman — names  that  nee<l  no  titles. 
But,  to-day,  the  Army  of  the  West  meets  by  its  representatives  for 
the  first  time  in  the  garb  of  peace.  To-day,  in  the  presence  of 
the  same  commanders  for  whom  our  love  and  admiration  have 
not  grown  cold  in  the  interval,  we  meet  to  renew  our  pledges  of 
comradeship  and  brotherhood;  to  mingle  our  regrets  for  the  hon- 
ored dead,  and  our  congratulations  with  those  who  have  survived. 

The  years  which  have  passed  since  that  memorable  April,  1S65, 
bv  carrving  us  further  away  from  the  great  and  exciting  events 
then  just  ending,  enable  us  to  take  a  more  just  and  comprehen- 
sive view  of  the  war  itself  and  of  our  own  share  in  it,  and  though 
no  true  soldier  need  apologize  for  the  honest  pride  with  which  he 
may  have  imitated  the  ancient  hero  in  exclaiming,  "Quorum  pars 
magna /ui^''  all  will  frankly  admit  that  a  distance  of  three  years 
reduces  somewhat  the  proportions,  and  tones  down  the  coloring 
he  used  to  give  to  the  achievements  of  his  own  command,  as 
compared    with  other  portions  of  the  army. 

The  soldier  in  the  ranks  naturally  believes  that  his  own  regi- 
ment is  the  flower  of  the  army  and  is  peerless  in  discipline  and 
courage.  The  faith  is  so  important  a  condition  of  success  that  he 
would  be  an  unwise  commander  who  would  discourage  it.     The 


i.y  Google 


Of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  213 

emulation  which  grows  out  of  the  same  elements  of  pritle  and 
self-confidence  shows  itself  in  the  division,  the  corps  and  the 
army  organization  as  well. 

In  the  larger  unit  it  has  much  the  same  value  as  in  the  smaller, 
and  contains  the  same  fallacy.  We  ha\e  all  felt  its  influence,  and 
know  that  there  was  none  of  us  who  did  not  feel  a  deeper  thrill 
of  pride  and  pleasure  when  he  saw  the  flag  bearing  his  own  corps" 
emblem  moving  in  the  front,  than  in  looking  upon  any  other  ban- 
ner that  floated  over  the  advancing  host. 

I  said  that  time  has  modified  these  feelings  somewhat.  God 
forbid  that  either  our  interest  in  the  cause  for  which  we  fought,  or 
our  personal  satisfaction  and  pride  in  our  own  share  of  the  work 
should  diminish.  But  I  think  that  year  by  year,  as  the  past  recedes 
into  the  distance,  the  feeling  will  grow  more  and  more  general 
and  less  individual;  more  an  army  feeling  and  less  that  of  a  corps 
or  division;  more  a  national  feeling  and  less  a  local  or  sectional 
one.  Looking  back  at  our  fathers'  deeds,  in  the  old  war  of  Inde- 
pendence, we  hardly  care  now  to  inquire  whether  they  served  with 
Gates  or  Green,  with  Lafayette  or  Schuyler.  We  are  satislied 
with  their  glory  in  being  members  of  the  old  Continental  army 
which  established  the  Republic.  In  like  manner  our  sympathies 
have  been  growing  wider,  and  our  appreciation  of  our  comrades 
has  been  enlarging.  The  attraction  has  been  extending  the  circle 
of  its  influence,  until  we  who  have  had  our  regimental  reunions, 
and  corps  reunions,  have  felt  the  impulse  to  assemble,  not  as  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  of  the  Tennessee,  of  Ohio,  of  Georgia:, 
but  as  the  Grand  Army  of  the  West,  with  which  our  posterity 
will  be  proud  that  we  were  identified  when  our  subordinate  divi- 
sions shall  have  been  forgotten  by  all  but  the  diligent  student  of 
history.  And  if  our  brothers  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  East 
coiild  be  with  us,  our  welcome  would  prove  that  we  have  no 
jealousy  of  their  splendid  career,  and  hold  it  the  dearest  and  most 
precious  of  all  our  honors,  that  wo  were  a  part  of  the  patriotic 
host,  a  unit  in  sentiment,  peers  in  courage,  and  rivals  only  in 
honorable  deeds — the  army  that  saved  the  nation. 

Therefore,  although  I  am  here  as  the  deputed  representative  of 
the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  I  .shall  not  detain  you  long  with  anything 
that  may  be  peculiar  to  that  organization,  but  Khali  hasten  to  the 
inquiry  how  an  army  society  may  be  made  to  produce  .some  dura- 
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throwing  light  on  the  history  of  the  war,  or  by 
criticism  of  its  fveiits. 
which  last  bure  that  tinme,  w:is  organized 
prior  to  General  Burnsitle's  occupation  of 
isistcd  of  the-  gth,  23rd  and  a  cavalrv  corps, 
sons  anil  troops  in  various  parts  of  the 
name.  After  the  terrible  Winter  of  1863- 
irable  siege  of  Knoxville,  the  9th  Army 
East,  and  resumed  its  old  position  in  the 
ng  the  23rd  Corps  with  the  cavalry  and 
tiniie  the  army  name.  The  regiments  of 
had  nearlv  all  been  newly  organized  in 
were  made  up  in  considerable  part  of 
id  seen  much  service  in  the  earlier  part  of 
;  came  from  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Ken- 
see,  and  during  the  first  year  of  the  new 
e  benefit  of  the  systematic  discipline  and 
al  Hartsuff.  Thence,  after  a  brief  interval, 
Is  of  General  Stoneman,  and  finally,  just 
he  Spring  of  1864.  it  received  as  its  per- 
leral  Schofield,  whose  presence  here  to-day 
iking  of  him  in  the  terms  of  admiration 
ncc  which  every  member  of  the  Army  of 
:o  feel,  long  before  the  nation  had  done 
the  field,  or  recognized  his  administrative 
so  fittingly  employed  al  the  head 'of  the 

hered  in  the  year  1864.  and  the  camp  at 
ast  Tennessee,  was  the  "  Valley  Forge"  of 
listng  of  the  siege  of  Knoxville  was  after 
Ohio  river,  two  hundred  miles  away,  had 
I  the  Fall  rains.  No  railroad  commimica- 
;1  nor  clothing  could  be  procured  from  the 
V,  the  surrounding  country  was  exhaust- 
left  to  shiver  in  their  rags,  their  frames 
50  reduced  in  quantity  that  we  shrank 
ill  proportion  they  bore  to  the  regulation 

■  that  Winter's  campaign,  and  a  just  tribute 
of  the  men,  who,  in  the  midst  all  of  their 
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sufferings,  re-enlisted  bv  whole  regiments  for  a  ntw  tenn  of  three 
jears  or  during  the  war,  is  a  tribute  the  Anm-  of  the  Ohio  owes 
to  its  heroes  of  the  rank  and  file,  and  would  be  a  military  memoir 
^vhich  would  give  the  proceedings  of  an  army  societv  real  value 
to  the  future  historian. 

The  1st  of  May.  1S64,  found  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  taking  its 
place  as  the  left  wing  of  the  grand-army,  and  preparing  to  cross 
the  Georgia  lines  as  the  campaign  of  Atlanta  opened.  Our  first 
union  with  the  combined  army  was  in  front  of  Dalton,  where  we 
made  the  demonstration  on  the  enemy's  works  cast  of  the  ridge, 
while  Thomas  attacked  Buzzard  Roost  and  Rocky  Face,  and 
McPherson  was  moving  through  Snake  Creek  Gap  for  Resaca. 
When  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  had  completed  its  movement, 
and  we  were  ordered  to  withdraw  from  the  menacing  but  exposed 
and  isolated  position  on  the  left,  retiring  in  line  of  battle  over  ridges 
where  the  quartz  rock  seemed  never  to  have  lost  its  original  sharp- 
ness of  angles,  and  through  ravines  tangled  and  almost  impassable, 
the  enemy's  skirmishers  following  close  on  our  steps,  the  ofiicers 
and  men  of  the  Cumberland  Army,  from  the  crags  above,  watched 
the  movement  and  their  applause  of  its  steadiness  and  precision 
was  grateful  to  our  hearts,  as  a  proof  that  our  eflbrts  to  cultivate 
discipline  had  not  been  in  vain,  and  that  we  were  received  as 
equals  by  the  men  who  had  fought  at  Stone  river  and  Chicka- 
mauga.  Other  compliments,  subsequently  received,  may  have 
sounded  better  in  general  orders,  but  none  were  ever  more 
satisfactory  to  the  recipients  than  when  we  were  told,  with  hearty 
voice  in  rough  camp  phrase,  that  our  comrades  of  the  other  armies 
were  convinced  that  "we  we  would  do  to  tie  to." 

Our  initiation  was  now  complete,  the  bloody  conflict  at  Resaca 
followed  quickly,  where  we  left  many  a  brave  fellow  by  the  banks 
of  Camp  creek.  Then  came  the  crossing  of  the  Ostenaula,  and 
the  new  concentration  about  Kingston  and  Cassvillc,  with  the 
accompanying  combats,  the  crossing  of  the  Etowah,  and  the 
advance  on  Kenesaw  and  Marietta,  in  which  sometimes  on  the  right 
wing,  sometimes  on  the  left,  constantly  on  a  flank,  we  shared  with 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  the  rapid  work  of  the  campaign:  the 
solid  masses  of  the  Cumberland  army  usually  occupying  the  center 
and  giving  momentum  to  the  whole. 

At  the  crossing  of  the  Chattahoochie  the  Army  of  the  Ohio 
had  the  post  of  honor  and  the  brilliant  strategy  of  our  General-in- 
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chief  was  not  balked  by  any  lack  of  skill  or  dash  in  execution.  It 
would  be  hard  to  select  a  more  stimulating  martial  scene  than  the 
passage  of  that  important  river,  or  one  in  which  all  the  details  of 
dramatic  effect  were  more  complete.  Beneath  the  cloudless 
skies  of  a  warm  and  lazy  summer  day,  the  33rd  Corps  marched 
silently  under  the  cover  of  the  ridge  skirting  the  river  till  Soap 
creek  wras  reached,  when  Colonel  Buell's  canvas  pontoons  were 
quickly  framed  and  launched,  the  overhanging  woods  and  the 
tortuous  course  of  the  brook  hiding  the  work  from  the  enemy's 
outposts  on  the  opposite  shore  of  the  river,  behind  whose  pre- 
cipitous hills  Johnston  lay,  his  attention  fixed  upon  the  masses  of 
the  great  army  encamped  at  the  railroad  crossing  several  miles 
below.  So  unsuspicious  of  danger  were  the  enemy's  outposts 
opposite,  that  a  Georgian  soldier  of  the  detachment  was  writing  a 
cheering  letter  to  his  wife  at  home,  telling  her  to  have  no  anxiety 
for  him,  as  there  were  no  Yankees  within  miles  of  them,  when 
his  writing  was  rudely  interrupted,  not  to  be  resumed,  and  the 
half-finished  letter  was  left  to  tell  at  once  its  pathetic  story  of 
household  anxieties  and  troubles,  and  the  completeness  of  the 
enemy's  surprise.  As  if  by  magic,  a  long  line  of  blue-coated 
skirmishers  issued  from  the  wooded  hills  into  the  bottom  land, 
u  regiment  dashed  into  a  difficult  ford  above,  another  in  wliite 
pontoons  shot  from  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  rowed  by  stout  arms 
that  worked  with  a  will,  a  few  shots  from  the  single  cannon  on 
the  hill  upon  the  southern  side,  a  rattling  musketry  fire  from  the 
covering  skirmishers,  the  boats  are  over,  the  men  arc  formed  and 
go  up  the  slope  on  the  run  with  bayonets  fixed,  capturing  the  gun, 
and  meeting  on  the  crest  their  comrades  who  had  crossed  by  the 
ford,  while  the  panic-stricken  outposts  fiv  to  Johnston's  camp  with 
the  portentous  news  that  the  line  of  the  Chattahoochie  was  broken. 
An  hour's  work  of  the  nimble  pontonniers  puts  down  the  bridge, 
and  before  the  enemy  can  move  to  resist  the  crossing,  the  whole 
corps  is  impregnably  intrenched  on  the  heights,  and  a  fete  de  pout 
secured  from  which  the  army  may  move  out  at  leisure. 

Then  came  the  closing  in  upon  Atlanta,  and  Hood's  well-con- 
ceived effort  to  crush  our  left  after  making  a  ruse  of  withdrawing 
all  his  forces  into  the  works  of  the  town,  an  effort  which  was 
foiled,  though  the  loss  of  the  noble  McPherson  made  it  a  costly 
day  to  us.  Sherman's  headquarters  were  that  day  at  the  Howard 
House,  with  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  and   we  love  to  remember 
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how  his  usual  nervous  restlessness  changed  to  quiet,  smoothly 
moving  work  and  suavity  of  manner  as  the  aflair  became  serious. 

My  time  will  not  permit  even  a  hasty  sketch  of  the  operations 
about  Atlanta,  of  the  change  to  an  aggressive  policy  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy  after  Hood  relieved  Johnston,  of  the  manner  in 
which  their  forces  were  hurled  against  our  earth-works,  till  in  the 
chafing  between  pickets  the  rebels  began  to  say,  with  bitter 
humar,  that  they  had  about  enough  men  left  for  "another  killing." 
Still  less  can  I  follow  up  tlie  interesting  episode  of  the  October 
movements,  and  the  daring  strategy  of  Hood  in  his  march  toward 
Tennessee,  which  might  have  succeeded  with  another  opponent, 
and  have  brought  our  whole  army  north  of  the  river,  but  which 
was  met  by  a  still  more  daring  move — the  march  to  the  sea,  for 
which  English  critics  find  no  other  parallel  than  Marlborough's 
famous  march  from  the  low  countries  to  Blenheim,  on  the 
Danube. 

At  Rome,  in  Georgia,  The  Army  of.  the  Cumberiand  was 
divided,  our  Army  of  the  Ohio  going  back  with  the  4th  Corps  to 
operate  against  Hood,  and  the  Army  of  Georgia  was  organized  of 
the  remainder  of  General  Thomas'  command. 

When  we  parted  with  Sherman  at  Rome,  he  expressed  his 
faith  that  the  march  to  the  sea  would  be  unimpeded,  and  that  we 
who  were  remanded  to  Tennessee  would  find  the  lighting  if  there 
was  to  be  any.  We  found  it,  at  Franklin  and  Nashville,  and  we 
will  only  say  of  it  that  we  did  not  mean  that  our  comrades  of  the 
Grand  Army  should  be  ashamed  of  us.  Sherman  knew  into 
whose  hands  he  had  committed  the  important  task  of  foiling 
Hood;  and  Thomas  and  Schofield  were  fully  equal  to  their  work; 
more  than  this,  they  would  not  thank  me  for  saying. 

The  nation  was  slow  in  gaining  full  knowledge  of  that  Ten- 
nessee campaign,  and  there  is  room  for  doubt  whether  it  is  yet 
fully  understood.  The  motives  for  the  delay  in  making  the  attack 
upon  Hood,  at  Nashville,  are  perhaps  pretty  well  comprehended, 
and  the  result  so  brilliantly  vindicated  the  Fabian  policy  and  the 
inflexible  adherence  of  our  commander,  in  that  important  battle, 
to  what  he  knew  to  be  right,  that  words  are  not  now  needed 
on  that  point.  I  believe,  however,  that  the  strategy  of  the  enemy 
will,  as  a  matter  of  military  science,  be  approved  by  the  final  ver- 
dict of  competent  critics,  and  it  will  he  more  and  more  clearly 
seen  that  Hood's  movements  upon  Nashville  was  not  the  random 
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blow  of  a  madman,  but  a  move  in  the  n 

of  a  desperate  character,  was  wisely 

of  the  desperate  circumstances  in  > 

placed    by   Sherman's  march    upon 

played  of  necessity  for  the  whole  or 

to  the  God  of  battles,  and  to  the  coui 

Schofield,  who  had  no  child's  play  to  deal  with. 

Hood's  original  movement  against  our  line  of  communications, 
when  we  were  at  Atlanta,  was  a  daring  attempt  to  transfer  the 
theater  of  operations  out  of  Georgia  and  into  Tennessee  again. 
Our  chase  of  him  to  Galesville,  in  Alabama,  seemed  ta  warrant 
him  in  believing  he  would  be  successful,  and  he  kept  on  through 
that  State,  always  in  reach  of  communication  with  the  South, 
manifestly  expecting  us  to  follow  him.  A  mediocre  commander 
would  have  done  it;  a  timid  one  would  have  put  the  whole  army 
upon  the  railroad,  and  have  sought  to  head  the  enemy  off  before 
he  could  reach  Nashville.  Either  poUcy  would  have  been  a  sub- 
stantial success  for  the  rebellion.  Hood  was,  however,  pitted 
against  a  boldness  and  originality  more  than  equal  to  his  own. 
When  it  became  evident  that  the  enemy  could  not  he  overtaken 
and  forced  into  a  decisive  engagement,  the  march  to  the  sea,  a 
true  stroke  of  military  genius,  was  instantly  determined  upon,  and 
the  4th  and  23rd  Corps  alone  were  detached  and  sent  to  Nashville 
to  make  head  against  Hood,  until  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command, 
coming  from  the  West,  might  restore  something  like  equality  to 
Thomas'  army,  and  enable  him  to  take  the  aggressive,  whilst 
Sherman  went  into  the  very  heart  of  the  Confederacy  to  take  its 
life,  and  make  its  two  arms  at  Richmond  and  at  Nashville  useless, 
if  not  powerless. 

Hood's  first  daring  conception  failed,  because  it  was  met  hy 
a  more  audacious  and  able  one.  When  then  he  learned  that 
Sherman  was  back  at  Atlanta,  it  was  too  late  to  regain  his  lost 
position,  and  the  only  possible  means  of  bringing  his  adversary 
back  was  by  a  coup  ctetal  against  Thomas  before  he  could  con- 
centrate force  enough  to  oppose  him.  Here  our  game  in  Middle 
Tennessee  became  the  dilatory  one,  and  Schofielffs  work  was  to 
hold  Hood  back  till  Thomas  had  prepared  at  Nashville  to  meet 
him.  Hence  our  delay  at  Pulaski  till  Hood  had  left  Lawrence- 
burg,  and  the  race  to  Columbia  to  secure  the  crossing  of  Duck 
river,  our  infantry's  advance  reaching  the  place  just  in  time  to 


i.y  Google 


Of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  219 

save  our  cavalry  from  being  driven  out  of  it.  Hence  also 
our  delay  at  Columbia  till  the  last  moment,  and  even  till  one 
of  the  enemy's  corps  was  in  our  rear  at  Spring  Hill,  where,  how- 
ever, by  some  inconceivable  fatuity,  Cheatham  undertook  to  make 
an  unmolested  flank  march  by  night  within  giuRket  shot  of  his 
camp-fires.  It  looked  as  if  wc  had  waited  at  Duck  river  a  few 
hours  too  long,  though  every  hour  we  stayed  was  gained  for  the 
concentration  at  Nashville,  and  it  soon  became  apparent  that  the 
skill  of  our  commander  was  turning  our  perils  to  the  advantage 
of  the  purposes  of  the  campaign. 

At  Franklin  we  were  obliged  to  offer  battle  to  give  our  trains 
time  to  ford  the  Harpeth,  and  HootI  very  rightly  judged  that  if 
he  could  drive  us  into  the  river  nothing  could  stop  his  march  to' 
the  Ohio.  He  delivered,  therefore,  a  series  of  attacks,  more  per- 
tinaciouslv  obstinate  and  determined  than  any  we  had  before 
experienced.  The  field  was  without  obstructions,  our  defensive 
works  were  only  a  hastily  constnicted  breastwork  of  earth,  and 
it  was  the  fairest  possible  test  of  the  problem  whether  courage 
and  numbers  could,  by  a  direct  attack,  take  such  a  line  from  men 
of  equal  courage  and  discipline,  armed  with  Springfield  rifles. 
The  result  seemed  to  prove  that  the  fire  may  be  made  too  wither- 
ing for  any  troops  to  preserve  their  organization  under  it. 
Breech -loading  weapons  would  leave  still  less  doubt  of  it. 

An  event  not  included  in  the  plans  of  defense,  seemed,  for  the 
first  hour,  to  give  the  enemy  reasonable  hope  of  success,  but 
though  repeated  assaults  obliged  us  to  repeat  our  fire  at  intervals 
until  late  in  the  night,  at  midnight  we  were  unmolested  in  obey- 
ing our  orders  to  withdraw  and  complete  our  concentration  at 
Nashville  the  following  day,  December  I,  1S64.  Up  to  this  point 
Hood's  conduct  of  the  campaign  seems  to  me  to  have  been  on  true 
military  principles,  and  the  risks  he  took  to  have  been  warranted  by 
an  ordinary  calculation  of  the  chances  of  war.  Taking  into 
account  his  great  losses  at  Franklin,  particularly  the  extraordinary 
fact  of  the  death  or  disabling  of  thirteen  general  officers  (a  con- 
clusive proof  of  the  desperation  with  which  the  assault  was 
made),  his  policy  in  continuing  the  advance  t"  m-"^*—:"-.  mo..  ..t»ii 
be  questioned.  We  must  not  forget,  howe\ 
rant  "whether  our  losses  were  not  almost  as  g 
extent  of  the  re-enforcements  Thomas  migh 
<if  the  Confederacy  was  at  such  a  pass  th 
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Sherman  was  in  the  heart  of  Georgia  would  be  ruin,  and  he  was 
under  a  kind  of  necessity  to  keep  up  the  appearance  of  aggres- 
sive action.  That  his  doing  so  impo.sed  upon  the  country  a  false 
opinion  of  his  strength  was  plainly  manifest  in  the  nervousness 
everywhere  felt  and  expressed  at  the  delay  in  delivering  the 
return  blow  at  Nashville.  Even  the  most  competent  judges  at  a 
distance  began  to  question  whether  Hood  was  not  master  of  the 
situation,  and  we  may  therefore  concede  that  he  seemed  to  have 
ground  for  reasonable  hope. 

Fortunately  our  commander  at  Nashville  was  a  man  of  Wash- 
ingtonian  character  and  will,  and  knew  that  his  country's  cause 
depended  upon  his  being  right,  and  not  upon  his  merely  seeming 
so.  He  waited  with  immovable  firmness  for  the  right  hour  to 
come.  It  came,  and  with  it  a  justification  of  both  his  military 
skill  and  his  own  self-forgetful  patriotism,  so  complete  and  glori- 
ous that  it  would  be  a  mere  waste  of  words  for  me  to  talk  about  it. 

Our  choice  of  the  anniversary  of  that  memorable  event  for  our 
reunion  is  itself  a  proof  of  our  estimate  of  its  importance.  I 
have  enlarged  upon  the  events  which  ted  to  it  because  I  think 
they  have  not  been  fully  understood,  and  because  the  Army  of 
the  Ohio  and  its  commander  had  a  larger  responsibility  and  a 
more  persona!  interest  in  them.  At  Nashville  we  were  relatively 
a  smaller  portion  of  the  national  forces,  and  a  description  of  its 
incidents  comes  more  properly  from  our  brothers  of  the  Cumber- 
land Army. 

No  one  who  was  there  will  be  likely  to  forget  the  drenching 
winter  rain-storm  in  which  the  battle  of  Nashville  ended,  nor  the 
chase  after  the  routed  enemy  to  the  Tennessee  river,  by  roads 
which  were  one  deep  and  continuous  mire,  and  through  chilling 
alternations  of  rain  and  snow.  Hardly  was  the  river  reached 
when  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  received  orders  at  Clifton,  not  far 
below  Pittsburg  Landing,  to  proceed  by  river  and  rail  to  Wash- 
ington, and  thence  by  sea  to  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  river,  in 
North  Carolina.  From  a  winter  campaign  in  the  valley  of  the 
Tennessee,  we  proceeded  without  delay  to  another  winter  cam- 
paign on  the  Atlantic  coast,  some  two  thousand  miles  distant  by 
our  route  of  travel,  and  our  Western  troops  had  to  add  to  their 
experiences  the  pleasure  of  being  cooped  up  in  transports  at  sea, 
during  a  storm  off  Cape  Hatteras. 

February  and  March  were  occupied  with  the  capture  of  Wil-  . 
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mington,  the  advance  from  Newberne,  the  battle  of  Kingston, 
and  the  construction  of  railways  from  the  coast  to  Goldsboio, 
where  we  again  met  our  old  comrades  of  the  Armies  of  the 
Tennessee  and  Georgia,  coming  up  through  South  Carolina  to 
complete  their  tour  through  the  Confederacy,  Again,  under  our 
old  chief,  we  marched  against  our  old  adversary,  Joe  Johnston, 
and  at  Greensboro,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  same  mountain 
chain  whose  western  face  had  been  so  familiar  to  us  a  year  before, 
we  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  arms  and  issuing  the  parols 
of  the  only  remaining  army  of  the  rebellion. 

In  the  operations  in  North  Carolina  we  received  into  our  organ- 
ization of  the  Army' of  the  Ohio,  the  loth  Corps,  which  had 
recently  done  memorable  service  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher, 
and  that  gallant  body  of  men  under  the  command  of  General 
Terry,  was  made  free  of  the  brotherhood  of  the  Western  army, 
though  they  were  Eastern  men  all,  and  had  never  served  west  of 
the  AUeghanies. 

It  would  be  pleasant  to  linger  longer  on  those  scenes,  and  to 
touch  upon  some  of  the  peculiar  points  of  interest  in  a  campaign 
among  the  swamps  of  the  Carolina  coast,  for  all  who  are  repre- 
sented here  did  not  march  through  the  Salkehatchie.  My  time, 
however,  is  too  nearly  exhausted  to  permit  me  to  do  this,  or  even 
to  attempt  to  portray  the  enthusiastic  joy  of  the  meeting  at 
Goldsboro,  and  the  still  wilder  tumult  of  rejoicing  when,  on  the 
march  to  Raleigh,  we  got  the  news  that  Grant  had  "fought  it  out 
on  that  line,"  and  that  Lee  had  surrendered.  The  two  great 
brothers-in-arms,  who  were  almost  brothers  in  blood  by  reason  of 
the  singularly  unselfish  friendship  which  has  honored  them 
scarcely  less  than  their  great  deeds,  met  at  Raleigh  and  congratu- 
lated each  other  that  by  God's  good  providence  the  work  begun 
at  Donelson  and  Henry  was  accomplished,  and  that  now  they 
would  be  able  to  say  in  tones  of  authority  to  the  men  who  had 
made  war  upon  the  nation's  existence,  "Cease  your  reliellion," 
The  recent  recognition  by  that  nation  of  the  fact  that  the  remain- 
der of  the  road  to  the  permanent  and  enduring  peace  we  long  for 
can  best  be  marked  out  by  him  whose  modest  sagacity  and  hero- 
ism, and  whose  unfaltering  faith  in  his  country's  destiny  was  our 
guide  through  the  gloom  of  our  great  struggle,  is  proof  to  the 
world  that  republics  are  not  altogether  ungrateful,  nor  do  they 
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require  great  trumpet-blowings  of  one's  own  merits  to  make  them 
know  a  true  leader  when  tliey  see  him. 

With  the  administration  of  the  country  in  such  hands  and  the 
generalship  of  the  armies  committed  to  his  twin  brother  in  renown 
and  in  patriotism,  who  will  dare  doubt  that  ^ve  "shall  have  peace?"' 
The  Republic  longs  most  earnestly  for  unity  of  sentiment  as  well 
as  unity  of  territory,  and  we  may  rightfully  hope  that  an  adminis- 
tration, in  which  the  even  justice  of  the  civil  ruler  is  meted  out 
with  the  honorable  courtesy  which  always  marks  the  true  soldier, 
will  win  back  all  American  hearts  to  true  allegiance  to  the  nation. 

I  fear  that  my  time  is  too  nearly  spent  to  permit  me  to  say  many 
things  I  desire  to  speak  of.  It  has  been  impossible  for  me  even 
to  notice  the  many  brilliant  acts  which  characterized  the  career  of 
the  subordinate  commanders  of  our  Army  of  the. Ohio,  much  less 
to  give  the  well-earned  meed  of  praise  to  the  individual  officers 
and  men  who  deserved  it.  I  have  tried  to  do  no  more  than  give 
a  meager  sketch  of  what  may  be  properly  regarded  the  distin- 
guishing features  of  the  army  as  a  whole. 

Before  closing  my  remarks,  however,  I  would  like  to  suggest  a 
few  queries  regarding  the  use  which  may  be  made  of  an  army 
society  to  illustrate  and  perpetuate  the  details  of  many  events 
which  will  otherwise  be  in  danger  of  being  forgotten  and  lost. 
Social  gatherings  have  a  great  charm  of  their  own,  but  there  may 
be  danger  that  we  shall  be  reproached  hereafter  with  having 
neglected  to  preserve  for  our  posterity  the  facts  and  reminis- 
cences which  will  be  invaluable  material  for  the  ultimate  history 
of  the  war,  but  which  will  be  lost  forever,  unless  put  into  perma- 
nent form  within  the  lifetime  of  those  who  are  here  present. 

The  late  rebellion  was  the  first  great  war  in  which  rifled  ordnance 
was  used  on  a  large  scale  for  general  purposes  of  the  field  as  well 
as  of  the  siege.  It  was  also  significant  for  the  unprecedented  use 
of  intrenchments  and  earth-works  as  a  feature  of  modern  cam- 
paigning. It  came  in  one  of  the  revolutionary  epochs  in  scientific 
invention,  when  the  intelligent  discussion  of  the  question  which 
arose,  carried  on  by  those  who  were  the  eye-witnesses  of  the 
events  which  suggest  the  problems  in  the  art  of  war,  can  not  fail 
to  be  productive  of  increased  knowledge  of  the  art  itself. 

Our  nation  may  be  so  happy  as  never  again  to  be  involved  in  a 
war-like  conflict,  but  the  probabilities  of  peace  will  not  be  dimin- 
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ished   by  the  spread  of  intelligence  on   the   subject  of  military 
affairs. 

The  points  in  which  a  campaign  in  this  country  must  necessarily 
differ  from  an  European  one,  are  extremely  nnmerous.  The 
features  which  marked  this  as  a  strife  different  from  any  other, 
either  here  or  elsewhere,  were  scarcely  less  numerous.  All  of 
these  deserve  to  be  carefully  and  critically  examined;  and  could  we, 
in  some  permanent  organization  like  those  of  the  better  historical 
societies  of  the  country,  meet  for  real  business  and  discussion  of 
such  matters,  or  even  without  frequent  large  meetings,  have  an 
executive  committee  calling  out  and  publishing  communications 
throwing  light  upon  either  the  theories  or  the  facts,  the  transac- 
tions of  such  an  association  could  not  fail  to  have  lasting  value  to 
the  world. 

Take  only  a  few  of  the  many  questions  which  would  crowd 
upon  us,  as  examples  of  what  I  have  referred  to.  To  what  extent 
is  the  face  of  the  country  in  the  States  where  our  most  active 
campaigning  was  carried  on,  what  would  be  regarded  as  an 
impracticable  country  for  military  operations  in  Europe?  Whether 
you  consider  the  almost  impenetrable  thickets  of  pine,  which  are 
constantly  met  in  Georgia,  where  it  was  frequently  impossible  for  ■ 
a  horse  to  make  his  way  between  the  saplings,  and  where  it  was 
unsafe  to  neglect  constant  reference  to  the  compass  to  keep  one's 
course  and  direction,  or  the  immense  swamps  of  the  Carolinas, 
where  deployment  of  a  line  was  often  a  physical  impossibility; 
would  not  the  ordinary  rules  of  military  science  need  a  totally 
new  construction  and  application? 

Again,  look  at  the  almost  total  absence  of  any  roads  better  than 
■a  mere  wagon  track  through  a  wilderness,  and  the  consequent 
dependence  upon  long  and  exposed  lines  of  railroads  for  supplies, 
the  country  roads,  even  where  only  a  few  miles  of  them  were  used, 
soon  becoming  mere  quagmires — and  was  not  this  a  new  feature 
in  war  between  immense  armies  calling  for  entirely  new  combina- 
tions and  expedients  to  surmount  the  difficulties? 

When  you  add  to  these  things  the  fact  that  the  theater  of  war 
was  of  such  enormous  extent  and  the  movements  of  the  later 
campaigns  on  so  vast  a  scale  as  to  distance,  as  well  as  to  armament, 
as  to  produce  a  combination  of  obstacles  to  be  overcome,  perhaps 
quite  unprecedented,  must  there  not  of  necessity  be  room  for 
investigations  abounding  in  interest  and  details  of  the  expedients 
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invented  with  their  practical  application,  which  would  be  of 
immense  value  if  they  could  only  be  preserved  in  some  tangible 
and  permanent  form. 

There  are  practical  questions  also  with  regai'd  to  arms  and 
equipments,  which  are  not  yet  settled.  Were  we  right  in  adhering 
to  the  extent  we  did  to  the  brabs  "twelves,"  known  as  the  Napo- 
leon gun?  Were  not  the  three-inch  rifled  pieces  proven  to  be 
equally  valuable  for  throwing  canister  at  short  range  as  they  were 
for  throwing  shell  at  long  distances?  And  did  not  our  own  experi- 
ence prove  that  we  ought  to  have  rejected  all  but  rifled  artillery 
even  for  light  field  work,' 

With  regard  to  small  arms  also,  have  we  had  any  satisfactory 
summing  up  of  an  experience  as  bearing  upon  the  question  of  the 
balance  between  waste  of  ammunition  and  useless  firing  when 
breechloaders  were  used,  and  the  lack  of  rapidity  "in  a  pinch," 
when  Springfield  or  Enfield  rifles  are  relied  upon?  We  kno^v 
that  a  wide  divergence  of  opinion  existed  among  us  on  this  point, 
and  the  facts  and  theories  ought  to  be  brought  face  to  face. 

When  we  turn  to  the  problems  which  are  peculiar  to  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  war  arose,  we  find  queries  arising  of 
even  greater  interest  than  those  I  have  referred  to. 

What  shall  we  say  of  the  manner  in  which  our  great  army  was 
raised.  Were  we  right  or  wrong  in  depending  so  long  upon  vol- 
unteering? Was  the  single  battalion  regiment  the  proper  unit  of 
organization?  Was  it  wisdom  or  folly  to  try  to  preserve  the  old 
regular  army  organization,  instead  of  scattering  it  at  once  to  be 
used  in  leavening  and  instructing  the  whole  volunteer  force? 
What  was  the  eff'ect  of  allowing  the  regimental  officers  to  be  com- 
missioned by  the  several  States,  and  the  promotion  of  the  officers 
of  the  line  to  depend  upon  the  State  Executives?  How  much 
more  did  the  war  cost  us  in  lives  and  money  by  reason  of  our 
system  of  constantly  organizing  new  regiments  instead  of  filling 
up  the  skeleton  battalions  that  were  already  doing  duty  in  the 
field? 

The  questions  that  troop  up  before  us  when  we  reflect  upon  the 
subject  are  legion,  and  I  doubt  whether  we  can  say  we  have  done 
our  full  duty  by  our  generation  if  we  do  not  make  some  systematic 
efibrt  to  answer  them.  In  1S63,  as  Burnside  was  preparing  his 
movement  into  East  Tennessee,  a  friend  put  into  my  hands  King- 
lake's  first    volume   on    the    Crimean    War,  then  just    published. 
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Like  many  of  you,  probably,  I  was  then  pondering  the  problem 
whether  the  standing  armies  of  Europe  would  not  have  been 
saved  by  their  traditionary  knowledge  from  many  of  the  blunders 
through  which  we  all  had  to  learn  our  duty  when  our  vast  army 
was  so  suddenly  called  into  existence.  I  had  been  inclined  to 
think  that  perhaps  we  were  feeling  our  way  bunglingly  toward 
skill  in  arms,  and  paying  dearly  for  our  experience  by  reason  of 
lack  of  special  education  for  our  work.  I  think  scarce  anything 
else  could  have  so  greatly  improved  my  confidence  and  hope  as 
the  perusal  of  that  single  volume.  It  is  not  such  a  military  history 
as  a  soldier  would  have  written,  and,  as  everybody  knows,  the 
author  seems  often  to  tell,  as  if  it  were  praiseworthy,  the  very- 
things  a  military  man  would  have  chosen  to  keep  in  the  back- 
ground. Perhaps  that  very  thing  constituted  the  value  of  the 
work.  It  showed  that  the  traditions  of  the  standing  army  do  not 
and  can  not  save  the  soldier  from  the  necessity  of  learning  his 
business  by  experience  in  the  field,  and  that  system  of  administra- 
tions based  upon  wars  in  Flanders  will  not  do  for  armies  landed 
on  the  desert  shores  of  Crimea.  It.  was  a  photograph  of  daily 
life  in  the  camp,  in  which  our  experience  would  enable  us  to  dis- 
cover at  once  that  we  have  been  at  least  as  free  from  glaring 
blunders  of  admini.stration,  of  strategy,  or  of  tactics,  as  the  com- 
bined army  under  Lord  Raglan. 

I  admit  this  is  not  saying  much,  and  no  one  will  mistake  it  for 
bragging,  but  it  was  to  me  a  great  comfort  and  ground  of  hope 
to  find  by  good  testimony  that  the  inevitable  imperfections  and 
short-comings  of  new  troops,  put  suddenly  in  a  field  for  the  first 
time  in  their  lives,  were  incident  to  all  the  armies  of  the  great 
military  powers  of  Europe,  and  were  not  peculiar  to  our  condition 
or  system  of  organization. 

The  difficulties  we  had  at  the  outset  and  our  modes  of  over- 
coming them  will,  if  fairly  and  faithfully  told,  benefit  all  who  may 
come  after  us.  It  may  save  our  posterity  from  paying  quite  so 
dearly  for  the  lessons  of  experience  as  we  are  forced  to  pay.  .\ 
near  view  diminished  something,  it  is  true,  of  the  general  glitter 
which  gilds  a  great  campaign,as  it  is  narrated  in  ordinary  history, 
but  what  is  added  in  real  human  sympathy  and  interest  more  than 
makes  up  for  the  proverbial  belittling  of  familiarity.  We  ought 
to  be  willing  to  be  known  and  estimated  for  exactly  what  we  were, 
and  to  be  the  first  to  criticise  calmly  our  own  part  in  a  great  event; 
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we  may  thus  render  it  a  truly  intelligible  thing,  instead  of  a 
mar\'eIous  romance  in  which  the  general  outline  may  be  filled  up 
according  to  each  reader's  fancj'. 

A  full  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances  of  war  will  only  make  a 
civilized  nation  strive  more  wiselv  for  peace.  And  as  the  improve- 
ment in  the  efficiency  of  arms  makes  nations  more  careful  how 
they  invoke  the  judgment  of  the  God  of  battles,  so  an  acquaint- 
ance with  all  the  cost  and  all  the  horrors  which  follow  in  the  train 
of  great  military  expeditions  may  make  a  people  more  and  more 
averse  to  strife  unless  the  cause  be  one  as  holy  as  that  which  called 
upon  us  in  1861 — the  prcscr\ation  of  the  nation's  life.  With  all 
of  our  experience  of  comrades  fallen,  of  a  country  desolated,  of 
homes  destroyed,  of  labors  and  sufferings  of  all  kinds  endured, 
and  of  unexampled  burdens  to  be  borne,  I  believe  there  is  no  one 
here  who  would  hesitate  one  instant  to  draw  the  sword  again  to 
avert  a  like  peril  from  our  land,  and  should  any  emergency  arise 
(which  God  forbid)  that  would  call  us  again  to  enter  upon  a  great 
conflict  for  national  existence,  I  believe  I  speak  the  sentiments  of 
all  when  I  say  that  we  would  wish  no  better  leaders,  and  could 
find  no  stauncher  comrades  than  we  had  in  our  old  organization 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  West. 

General  Cox  was  listened  to  with  particular  attention  and 
interest,  and  was  frequently  cheered  and  applauded.  As  he  closed 
there  were  loud  calls  for  him  to  continue. 

Next  to  General  Cox's  address  came  a  song,  "The  Star  Spangled 
Banner,"  by  the  Glee  Club,  the  audience  joining  in  the  chorus. 

The  President   then    presented    General    William  Cogswell,  of 
Massachusetts,  who  served  in  the  20th  Corps,  and  who  had  been 
selected  by  Major-General   Slocum,  commander  of  the   Army  of 
Georgia,  as  orator  for  the  society  of  that  army- 
General  Cogswell  was  received  with  due  honors,  and  said: 

SPEECH  OF  GENERAL  COGSWELL. 

My  Friends  and  Comrades: — Four  years  ago  last  Thursday, 
many  of  us  here  present,  after  a  delightful  and  unmolested  trip 
across  the  country  from  Atlanta,  reached  the  rice  swamps  of  South 
Georgia  and  the  outer  gates  of  the  City  of  Savannah;  and  there, 
dieting  upon  rice,  after  the  luxurious  chickens  and  sweet  potatoes 
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of  Middle  Georgia,  we  awaited  the  order  to  advance  and  take  that 
city. 

But  when,  three  days  afterward,  Hazen  had  foreshadowed  at 
McAlister,  what  would  be  the  fate  of  Savannah,  if  Hardee  should 
wait,  that  rebel  commander,  either  believing  that  this  was  not  the 
"last  ditch"  of  the  Confederacy,  or  else  too  much  of  a  gentleman  to 
welcome  us  to  those  "hospitable  graves"  we  used  to  hear  of,  soon 
left  our  front,  and  Savannah  gave  up  to  us  its  keys.  The  Atlantic 
coast  was  reached  at  last,  Sherman's  great  march  to  the  sea  was 
accomplished,  and  to  military  history  was  added  a  brilliant  and 
most  famous  page. 

The  beginning  of  the  end  of  a  wicked  rebellion  had  come,  and 
the  bright  morning  of  peace  was  breaking  m  upon  us. 

More  than  three  years  and  a  half  have  now  passed  since  we 
laid  down  our  arms  and  were  finally  disbanded; — since,  turning 
from  the  arts  of  war,  we  took  the  better  arts  of  peace. 

And,  although  now  "neither  wars  nor  rumors  of  wars"  disturb  us, 
but  peace  rather  is  almost  everywhere  assured,  and  the  old  flag, 
more  than  ever  now  the  emblem  of  true  nationality,  liberty,  and 
valor,  floats  under  every  sky,  respected  and  unassailcd,  yet  are  we, 
the  former  members  of  Sherman's  armies,  once  more  assembled  at 
the  call  of  our  commanders;  but  it  is  to  meet  as  citizens,  quietly  and 
in  peace,  in  a  loyal  city,  with  no  clank  of  the  sabre,  no  sound  of 
the  musket,  no  rumbling  of  artillery,  no  wagons  blocking  up  the 
roads,  and  with  neither  war  nor  panoply  of  war. 

We  meet  not  because  we  are  soldiers,  but  because  we  have 
been  soldiers,  and  because  here,  and  at  this  time,  we  want  to 
revive  the  associations  of  our  past;  to  recall  to  memory  the 
experiences  of  the  camp,  the  bivouac,  and  the  field;  to  strengthen 
those  friendships,  which  are  friendships  only  known  to  those  who 
have  fought  by  each  other's  side,  and  which  are  not  broken  by 
every  breeze  that  blows.  We  meet  to  refresh  our  memory  by 
those  deeds  which  go  to  make  up  the  brilliant  record  of  our 
countrymen-in-arms  and  so  many  fields  of  battle;  in  fine,  we 
meet  to  bring  again  to  mind,  that  communion  of  exposure,  of  hard- 
ship, of  daring,  of  pleasure  and  of  pain,  of  glory  and  of  victory, 
which  has  already  made  us,  present  and  absent,  brothers 
fore  verm  ore. 

And  as  one  of  that  fortunate  and  "goodly  company,"  I  find 
myself  detailed  (and  with  no  right  to  criticise  or  object  to   the 
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wisdom  of  the  choice)  to  speak  for  the  Army  of  Georgia  or  the 
left  wing  of  Sherman's  army,  in  its  march  through  Georgia  and 
the  Carol!  nas. 

My  friends,  it  would  be  difficult  for  the  ablest  and  most  gifted 
to  do  justice  to  the  merits  of  any  army,  or  corps,  or  organization, 
even,  of  the  great  Union  army  of  our  country.  Much  more 
difficult  then,  will  it  be  for  me,  unused  to  such  labors,  to  speak  in 
fitting  and  satisfactory  terms  of  that  army,  one  part  of  which 
dates  its  record  of  service  back  to  the  glories  of  Mill  Spring,  and 
the  other  to  those  seven'days  of  heroic  history  on  the  Peninsula. 

Each  of  the  two  corps  of  that  army,  having  a  record  complete 
and  independent  of  its  own,  both  contemplated  with  pride  and 
pleasure,  both  pregnant  with  glorious  memories,  both  illumined 
by  its  illustrious  and  heroic  dead,  and  both  blended  only  to  be 
made  bright  by  participation  together  in  that  great  military  achieve- 
ment of  the  age — Sherman's  march — I  feel  as  if  mine  was  a  double 
duty,  and  for  that  reason,  that  I  should  be  entitled  to  your  charity 
and  forbearance. 

If  I  should  simply  say  for  the  Army  of  Georgia  that  it  had 
tried  to  do  its  duty,  wherever  put — and  that  it  was  more  properly 
for  others  to  say  how  well  that  duty  had  been  performed — perhaps 
I  should  then  have  said  all  that  would  become  a  member  of  that 
army  to  say  in  its  behalf 

Should  I  point  you  to  its  deeds,  which  are  written  in  the  war 
records  of  battles  in  the  East  and  West  of  our  country,  it  would 
be  sufficient,  and  there  its  fame  could  rest,  I  think,  safely  and 
forever. 

And  if  I  should  conclude  by  saying  that  this  army  had  the 
honor  to  form  the  left  wing  of  Sherman's  army — and  with  its 
gallant  comrade  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  as  the  right  wing — 
to  march  to  the  sea  and  through  the  Carolinas;  that  at  Raleigh  it 
witnessed,  and  stood  ready  to  help  enforce,  the  surrender  of  the 
last  army  of  the  enemy  this  side  of  the  Mississippi ;  that  it  marched 
thence  to  Washington,  and  was  soon  after  disbanded,  only  because 
there  were  no  "new  worlds  to  conquer,"  it  would  seem  as  though 
then  I  should  have  said  enough  in  its  glory  and  its  praise. 

But  when  to  this  is  added  that  the  names  of  Thomas,  Rosecrans. 
and  Buell,  of  Hooker,  Slocum.  and  Howard,  of  Palmer,  and 
Williams,  and  Davis,  and   Mower,  adorn  the  rolls  of  that  army; 
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and  that  under  such  leaders  no  troops  could  be  but  brave  and 
serviceable,  surely,  then,  I  might  stop — my  task  completed. 

After  the  campaign  of  Atlanta,  the  14th  Corps,  under  Davis, 
and  the  aoth  Corps  under  Williams,  in  all  about  33,000  men, 
became  known  as  the  Left  Wing  of  the  Army  of  Georgia,  and 
afterward,  at  Goldsboro,  as  the  Army  of  Georgia,  under  General 
Slocum. 

The  2oth  Corps  which  had  served  from  the  beginning  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  where  it  was  known  as  the  nth  and  I3th 
Corps,  and  where  it  had  shared  in  all  the  varied  experience  of 
that  noble  army,  from  Bull  Run  to  Gettysburg,  came  West  to 
Chattanooga  in  the  Fall  of  1S63,  and  joined  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland. 

The  14th  Corps  was  at  Chattanooga,  forming  a  part  of  this 
army,  to  which  it  had  belonged  since  its  organization,  and,  indeed, 
was  the  nucleus  from  which  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  was 
formed  in  the  early  part  of  1863.  This  Corps  had  participated  in 
all  the  battles  of  the  army,  from  Stone  river  to  Chickaniauga,  at 
which  latter  place,  under  a  leader  who  never  yet  gave  up  a  fight 
until  he  had  thoroughly  finished  it,  it  had  added  to  its  record  its 
brightest  page.  It  had  also  shared  largely  in  the  victories  of  the 
West — aided  in  the  pursuit  to  Corinth,  after  Shiloh,  and,  in  Ken- 
tucky, taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Perryville,  or  Chaplin  Hill 

After  the  14th  Corps  at  Chickamauga;  after  "Joe  Hooker's  fight 
above  the  clouds;"  after  the  efforts  of  both  corps  at  Mission 
Ridge  and  Ringgold;  after  Resaca  and  Peach  Tree  creek;  after 
Joneshoro  and  the  capture  of  Atlanta — il  is  needless  to  say  that 
the  "acorn"  and  the  "star"  became  readily  united  in  mutual  sym- 
pathy and  respect. 

If  you  could  point  to  its  Mill  Spring,  Nashville,  and  Stone 
river,  the  other  could  point  to  its  Antietam  and  Gettysburg.  If 
you  could  mention  its  Thomas,  making  his  determined  and  suc- 
cessful stand  at  Chickamauga,  the  other  could  mention  its  Slocum, 
performing  the  same  good  sei-vice  with  the  12th  Corps  at  Chancel- 
lorsville. 

When  the  zoth  Corps  came  from  the  East  to  help  its  comrades 
in  the  West,  wedged  into  Chattanooga,  I  think  it  cannot  be  said 
that  it  came  with  any  feelings  other  than  those  of  sympathy  and 
assistance.  We  came  to  lend  a  ■willing  hand.  We  had  seen  many 
a  time  ourselves  when  we  should  have  been  glad  of  help,  and  we 
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felt  that  for  soldiers  it  was  as  "blessed  to  give  as  to  receive."  And 
I  know  that  after  "Lookout"  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  received 
us  as  friends,  and  they  hailed  oxu  General  Hooker  as  '"Old 
Crackers." 

Therefore  the  14th  and  20th  Corps  were  prepared  to  be  friends 
when  they  were  united  in  November,  1S64.  And  then,  on  the 
left,  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  on  the  right,  and  Kilpatrick's 
cavalry,  they  commenced  the  march  toward  the  sea. 

The  left  wing,  moving  in  two  columns  from  Atlanta  via  Stone 
Mountain  and  Social  Circle  to  Madison;  also,  by  way  of  Decatur, 
Covington  and  Shady  Dale,  and  to  Milledgeville  by  way  of  Eaton, 
then  across  the  Oconee  to  Sandcrsville,  to  Louisville  via  the 
Gttorgia  Central  Railroad  as  far  as  the  Ogeechee  and  by  Varria- 
bridge,  thence  to  the  works  of  Savannah  via  Birdvillc,  Millen, 
Springfield,  and  also  by  way  of  Jacksonboro,  Waynesboro  on  the 
Augusta  and  Savannah  Railroad,  capturing  two  of  the  enemy's 
boats  on  the  Savannah  river — destroying,  as  it  maVched,  every 
railroad  as  it  came  across  or  along  its  path,  led  all  over  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  miles,  burning  all  the  cotton — about  14,000 
bales — all  the  bridges,  and  all  the  hay,  grain  and  fodder  that  was 
not  consumed  or  carried  with  it,  and  taking  from  the  country 
fiubfiistence  enough  for  an  army  twice  its  size. 

I  have  here  an  estimate,  made  up  at  the  time,  of  subsistence 
taken  on  the  Carolina  campaign,  by  a  brigade  of  this  army,  which 
may  be  interesting  to  you,  and  perhaps  may  refresh  your  memory 
as  to  the  contents  of  our  larder  at  that  time.  It  is  estimated  in 
pounds:  zi, 200  flour;  40,388  corn  meal;  52,426  salt  meat;  15,900 
bacon;  1,750  hams;  2,325  lard;  300  dried  fruit;  1,108  sugar;  ii;i^ 
tobacco;  4,720  beans;  1,325  ^^^^''  3'7'7^  corn;  1,534  I'ushels  of 
potatoes;  4  barrels  of  sorghum;  2,540  head  of  fowls;  431  head  of 
cattle;  260  horses  and  mules;  2,469  bales  of  cotton  destroyed,  and 
4  tons  of  fodder. 

I  tell  our  friends  at  home  that  when  they  consider  that  this  was 
but  the  collection  of  one  brigade  out  of  thirty-five  other  brig- 
ades in  the  whole  army,  they  can  then  form  some  estimate  of 
what  was  taken  from  the  country  on  these  marches,  as  well  as 
some  estimate  of  what  was  left. 

The  left  wing  reached  the  defenses  of  the  city  of  Savannah  on 
the  loth  of  December,  when,  with  the  20th  Corps  resting  its  lefl 
upon  the  Savannah  river,  and  the  14th  Corps  on  its  right,  it  com- 
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tnenced  its  investment  of  that  city-  And  it  is  believed  that, 
during  the  march,  this  army  collected  its  share  of  subsistence 
(though  it  had  not  the  experience  in  this  line  of  the  right  wing), 
that  it  did  its  share  of  railroad  and  cotton  destruction,  its  assigned 
part  of  marching  and  skirmishing,  and,  at  the  end,  was  ready  for 
its  part  in  the  capture  of  Savannah. 

The  Second  Division,  30th  Corps,  of  the  left  wing,  occupied 
and  guarded  the  captured  city;  and  in  regard  to  that  occupation, 
and  also  in  regard  to  the  effect  of  the  march  upon  the  morale  of 
the  armies.  General  Sherman  speaks  as  follows: 

"The  behavior  of  our  troops  in  Savannah  has  been  so  manly, 
so  quiet,  so  perfect,  that  I  take  it  as  the  best  evidence  of  discipline 
and  true  courage.  Never  was  a  hostile  city,  filled  with  women 
and  children,  occupied  by  a  large  army  with  less  disorder,  orinore 
system,  order  and  good  government." 

And  'twas  here  in  Savannah  that  we  heard  of  that  victory — the 
most  thorough  and  complete  of  all  the  war — of  which  this  day  is 
the  fourth  anniversary,  the  great  battle  of  Nashville,  won  by  that 
indomitable  soldier,  who  never  yet  lost  a  battle,  that  perfect  mas- 
ter of  his  profession,  George  H.  Thomas,  together  with  the  brave 
armies  of  the  Cumberland  and  Ohio;  and,  judging  by  its  results, 
wc  of  the  left  wing  felt  that  our  good  old  mother,  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  had  plenty  of  children  left  at  home  to  do  her 
work  and  add  new  lustre  to  her  name,  notwithstanding  that  two 
of  her  larger  boys,  in  the  persons  of  the  14th  and  zoth  Corps,  had 
"ran  away  to  sea." 

On  the  15th  and  16th  of  January,  1865;  the  left  wing  pushed 
over  Jackson  and  Ward  to  the  South  Carolina  shore,  opposite 
Savannah,  and  afterward  at  Sister's  Ferry  crossed  the  remainder 
of  its  army  and  commenced  its  part  of  the  campaign  of  the  Car- 
olinas.  Moving  to  Pareysburg,  Rohertsville,  Lawtonvillc  and 
Allendale,  and  by  Beaufort's  bridge  to  Graham  station  on  the  South 
Carolina  railroad,  which  it  destroyed  as  far  as  Johnson's  station; 
thence  across  the  North  and  South  Edisto:  thence  to  the  Santee 
river,  opposite  Columbia;  from  here  northward,  crossing  the 
Saluda  at  Mt.  Zion's  church,  and  the  Broad  river  at  Waterec  creek, 
to  Winsboro,  which  it  reached  on  the  20th  of  February,  and  here 
destroyed  the  Charlotte  and  South  Carolina  railroad  to  Cornwall. 
We  moved  over  the  Catawba  river  at  Rocky  Mountain  Ferry, 
and  after  a  tedious  march  by  way  of  Chesterfield,  reached  Sneads- 
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boro;  tlicre  crossing  the  Great  Pedee,  this  army  moved  to 
Fayettevillc  l)v  way  of  Lori's  and  McFarland's  bridges  over  the 
Lumber  river.  This  Lumber  river,  as  I  remember  it,  was  a  most 
lumbering  sort  of  a  stream,  seeming,  at  the  time,  the  widest  and 
most  vexatious  we  had  ever  crossed.  Owing  to  heavy  rains  it 
was  impossible  to  tell  where  it  began,  and  before  wc  reached  the 
other  shore  we  about  made  up  our  minds  that  we  had  struck  it 
lengthwise  instead  of  crosswise.  But  finallv  the  rains  subsided 
and  the  waters  abated,  and  landing  at  last  on  the  other  side  of 
Jordan,  we  reached  Fayettcville,  March  nth.  On  the  13th  wc 
crossed  Cape  Fear  river,  and  on  the  i6th  met  the  enemy  in 
the  battle  of  Averysboro,  in  which  action  the  20th  Corps 
'  was  particularly  engaged.  It  is,  perhaps,  sufficient  to  say  of  this 
fight  that  we  did  not  turn  from  our  course  and  that  the  enemy 
did.  Our  loss  was  12  officers,  65  men  killed  and  477  wounded, 
none  missing,  while  12S  of  the  enemy's  dead  were  buried  by  us, 
and  175  prisoners,  3  pieces  of  artillery,  1  caisson  and  several 
ambulances  captured.  And  now  crossing  the  South  river,  on  the 
Goldsboro  road,  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  force,  now  under  their 
ablest  General,  Joe  Johnston,  was  encountered  by  the  left  wing, 
three  days  later,  in  the  battle  of  Bentonville,  in  which  the  hardest 
fighting  fell  upon  the  14th  Corps,  the  loss  being  9  officers  and  145 
men  killed,  51  officers  and  Si6  men  wounded,  3  officers  and  223 
men  missing.  Rebel  dead  buried,  167,  and  33S  prisoners  captured. 
It  may  be  said  of  this  engagement,  that  the  enemy,  though  con- 
siderably outnumbering  us,  was  handsomely  repulsed  and  severely 
punished;  and,  when  the  next  day,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
always  sure  to  turn  up  when  it  was  wanted,  swung  in  upon  his 
left  and  rear,  that  the  last  obstacle  between  us  all  and  the  final 
surrender  was  overcome. 

From  here,  crossing  the  Neuse  at  Cox's  bridge,  the  army  moved 
to  Goldsboro,  where  it  rested  a  few  days,  meeting  its  old  friends 
of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio.  Hearing,  in  good  time,  of  Richmond's 
fall,  and  then,  moving  to  Smithfield,  to  hear  of  the  still  better 
tidings  of  Lee's  surrender  and  Grant's  success — and  thea  to 
Raleigh,  where  came,  on  the  26th  of  April,  that  surrender  of  our 
enemy  which  had  been  so  fairly  won,  and  the  end  of  the  war, 
which  was  so  justly  due. 

Starting  on  the  ist  of  May,  the  Army  of  Georgia  marched 
via  Richmond  up  to  Washington  for  the  grand  review;  and  then 
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it  Oi&appeared  to  appear  no  more  again,  except  in  its  appropriate 
place  in  history;  living  no  more,  save  as  it  lives  in  the  hearts  and 
memories  of  those  of  whom  it  was  composed,  who  will,  while 
life  lasts,  hold  dear  its  associations,  and  ever  cling  fondly  to  its 
name  and  fame  and  record.  t 

And  if,  during  this  period  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah,  Golds- 
boro,  Raleigh  and  Washington,  the  two  corps  of  this  army 
achieved  anything  that  was  glorious  or  victorious,  if  they  per- 
formed any  deeds  which  they  now  remember  with  gladness  and 
pride,  if  they  added  to  their  fame  or  record,  if  they  did  their  full 
measure  of  duty  wherever  put,  if  at  Avcrysboro  or  Bentonville 
they  performed  their  part  with  gallantry  and  satisfaction,  or  did 
anything  worthy  of  brave  soldiers,  and  true  American  soldiers,  it 
was  because  they  were  united  in  purpose,  sympathy  and  respect, 
under  a  well  chosen  leader,  brave  and  cool,  faithful  and  impartial. 
And  because  they  felt  that  they  would  be  bravely  supported  on 
every  hand  by  their  associated  comrades  of  the  Armies  of  the 
Cumberland,  the  Ohio  and  the  Tennessee,  conscious  that  each  of 
these  armies  would  perform  its  full  share  and  more,  and  because 
they  felt  and  knew  that  they  were  part  of  a  well-regulated  and 
"one  stupendous  whole,"  and  that  "whole"  under  the  commanding 
eye  of  that  great  military  genius  of  his  day  and  generation — 
William  Tecumseh  Sherman. 

When  I  call  to  mind  the  Georgia  and  Carolina  marches,  starting 
out  that  bright  November  morning,  Atlanta  in  black  ruins  behind 
us,  with  its  "pillar  of  cloud"  by  day,  and  its  "pillar  of  fire"  by 
night;  when  I  remember  the  foragers  with  their  useful,  if  not 
ornamental,  teams  and  accompaniments;  the  pioneers  building 
the  bridges  and  corduroying  the  roads  almost  as  fast  as  we  could 
march;  the  terrified  gaze  of  the  "chivalry"  along  our  line  of  march; 
the  friendly  negro,  the  sweet  potatoes  and  corn  and  sorghum  and 
chickens;  the  deep  swamps;  the  occasional  news  and  gossip  from 
some  neighboring  column;  in  full  time  concentration  of  the  col- 
umns; the  different  opinions  we  used  to  have  as  to  our  final 
destination,  all  of  them  doubtful  enough  to  make  us  anxious  to 
learn  all  we  could,  to  study  well  the  maps  and  keep  on  guessing, 
and  just  about  certain  enough  to  make  us  feel  every  night  that  at 
least  we  were  one  day  nearer  our  journey's  end.  A  day's  march 
just  sufficing  for  a  day's  subsistence,  the  bummers  always 
hungry,  and  therefore  always  efficient.     Now,  if  our  mule  gave 
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out  we  were  sure  to  find  two  to  take  his  place  before  the  day  was 
over.  The  strange  and  ludicrous  contrabands  tumbling  into 
our  line  of  march,  just  in  season  to  keep  a  joke  or  a  laugh  always 
passing  down  the  hue.  The  regular  reveille  an  hour  before  morn; 
the  lowlands  and  causeways  at  the  approaches  of  Savannah,  not 
forgetting  those  railroads  we  run  into  the  ground,  nor  those  rail- 
road ties  we  made  "cab-houses"  of  and  burned,  nor  those  railroad 
iron  rails  we  twisted,  as  the  boy  twists  his  stick  of  molasses  candy, 
nor  the  cotton  destroyed,  nor  the  houHes  vacated  by  their  occu- 
pants, and  how,  after  that,  sometimes,  the  ground  would  seem  to 
be  vacated  by  the  houses  themselves,  nor  the  stores  buried  in  the 
earth,  and  unearthed  by  the  forces. 

When  I  remember  all  these,  and  many,  many  other  incidents  of 
those  two  marches,  grand  and  ludicrous,  grave  and  gay,  sad  and 
joyous,  the  bitter  and  the  sweet,  the  sunshine  and  the  rain,  the 
labor  and  the  pleasure,  the  novelty  and  the  complete  success,  and 
the  great  place  in  history  which  these  two  campaigns  already  take 
as  wonderful  and  useful  military  achievements,  and  they  all  pass 
in  review  before  my  mind,  as  they  do  to-night,  I  stand  in  wonder- 
ing admiration  at  the  grandeur  and  sublimity  of  the  view,  and,  for 
one,  I  thank  God  that  I  was  permitted  to  take  a  part  in  such  great 

But  I  look  back  to  the  waste  and  destruction  which  inevitably 
followed  the  track  of  our  armies,  and  to  the  desolation  which  we 
caused,  with  no  feelings  of  exultation  or  boasting.  Look  at  it  as  we 
will,  it  is  no  pleasant  thing  to  see  a  people  and  a  fair  country  visited 
with  such  heavy  and  severe  punishments;  to  see  a  people, old  and 
young,  driven  from  their  homes,  as  at  Atlanta;  burned  from  their 
shelter,  but  not  by  us,  as  at  Columbia;  stripped  of  their  stores, 
their  implements  of  husbandry  and  all  their  means  of  support;  it 
was  a  sad  sight  to  behold;  it  is  a  sad  thought  to  dwell  upon; 
but  I  solemnly  believe  that  all  the  acts  doire,  by  orders,  on  those 
two  marches  were  Just  and  necessary,  and  that  by  reason  of  them, 
full  as  much  as  by  anything,  the  war  was  ended,  the  shedding  of 
fraternal  blood  was  stopped,  and  the  deluded  people  of  the  South 
made  readier  to  accept  the  issue  of  the  contest.  And  I  venture 
to  say  that,  when  peace  came,  it  was  no  where  welcomed  more 
gladly,  and  sincerely,  and  earnestly,  than  by  the  people  whose  lot 
it  was  to  fall  in  the  track  of  Sherman's  army,  in  the  march  from 
the  mountains  to  the  sea  and  through  the  Carolinas. 
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So,  too,  is  sad  the  recollections  of  prison  pens,  and  their  starving 
victims;  starved,  too,  in  the  heart  of  a  country  in  which  we  found 
the  richest  supplies.  So,  too,  is  sad  the  sight  of  our  Union  graves 
all  over  the  land. of  jouth  no  generation  could  afford  to  lose,  fallen 
in  defense  of  their  country  and  flag,  which  the  bad  passions  of 
bad  rnen  had  determined  should  be  overthrown  by  a  civil  war,  as 
unjustifiable  and  without  cause  as  it  was  cruel,  bloody  and  unholy. 

And  here,  my  friends  and  comrades,  I  bring  to  a  close  my  as- 
signed part  of  this  evening's  entertainment.  It  is  for  the  historian 
in  after  years  to  give  our  armies  their  just  place  in  history.  It 
was  not  expected  of  me  that  I  should  more  than  glance  here 
and  there,  within  the  brief  limits  of  my  time,  and  I  have  but 
referred  hastily  and  most  generally  to  the  nnny  which  was,  for  a 
time,  the  left  wing  of  that  army  which,  under  Sherman,  com- 
mencing at  Chattanooga,  marched  over  one  thousand  miles,  fought 
over  fifteen  battles,  besieged  and  captured  two  great  cities  from 
the  enemy,  took  three  State  capitals,  forced  the  evacuation  of 
Charleston,  destroyed  more  than  two  hundred  miles  of  the  enemy's 
railroads,  overcoming  large  hills  and  difficult  rivers  almost  without 
number,  smashing  the  shell  of  the  rebellion,  and  compelling  the 
surrender  of  its  old  and  hard  fought  enemy,  Johnston's  army,  and 
thus  closing  the  last  campaign  of  our  great  civil  war;  a  war  which 
called  forth  resources  unknown  to  ourselves  and  surprising  to  the 
world.  It  came  upon  us  when  our  Government  was  unfamiliar 
with  large  armies,  and  was  not  realizing  the  necessities  of  the  hour; 
when  our  people  were  ignorant  of  arms  and  warlike  ways;  but  a 
Government  honest  and  loyal,  and  a  people  brave  and  patriotic, 
soon  make  themselves  equal  to  the  occasion,  and  before  the  contest 
was  over,  we  saw  a  million  and  a  half  of  men,  armed  and  in  the  field, 
fighting  for  the  country  thev  loved,  and  defending  the  flag  which 
they  adored;  with  supplies  in  quantity  and  quality  unequaled  by 
any  Government,  or  in  any  war;  while  the  noble  women  of  our 
land  to  each  and  every  sick  and  wounded  soldier  provided  the 
sweet  comforts  of  kind  nursing,  together  with  the  choicest  deli- 
cacies in  abundance  theirhands  could  make.  No  defeat  dampened 
the  ardor  of  the  people,  no  disaster  weakening  their  faith,  bearing 
the  losses  of  their  sons  without  a  murmur  and  without  a  waver  in 
their  purpose,  each  new  sacrifice  but  adding  new  zeal  and  vigor 
to  their  determination,  suffering  the  blunders  of  the  Government, 
and  the  incompetency  and   inexperience  of  their  officers  without 
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discouragement,  ever  and  always  strong  and  inflexible  in  their 
purpose  that  their  Government  should  live — "a  Government  of 
the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the  people." 

And  when  the  war  was  ended,  we  behold  the  nation  coming  out 
of  its  civil  war  unimpaired  and  in  all  its  former  majesty  and 
beauty,  with  not  a  star  erased,  and  hearing  in  its  arms  the  lives 
and  freedom  of  4,000,000  of  a  free-born  people.  Its  sacrifices  had 
been  great  and  its  credit  had  been  strengthened,  while  the  results  of 
the  war  had  proved  that  a  Republican  form  of  government  could 
outlive  the  greatest  peril,  commanding  the  respect  of  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  and  proving  at  last,  that  America,  was  in  fact,  as  well 
as  in  song,  "the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave,"  with 
its  large  armies  disbanding  and  pursuing  the  avocations  of  indu.s- 
trv  and  peace  at  their  homes,  loving  peace  better  than  war,  and 
only  loving  war  as  a  means  of  peace.  Who  can  look  for  a  moment 
upon  the  teachings  of  that  war  without  having  his  faith  strength- 
ened and  his  hopes  brightened  in  the  future  of  our  country.  The 
nation  is  strong  enough  to  be  magnanimous  to  its  conquered  foe, 
and  the  people  are  earnest  and  sincere  enough,  as  Ihey  have  so 
recently  shown,  to  be  just  to  the  rewards  of  the  future  and  true  to 
the  lessons  of  the  past.  And  let  us  hope  that  by  the  experience 
of  war  we  have  learned  to  value  the  great  blessings  of  peace, 
though  the  lesson  has  been  stern,  yet  that  it  has  taught  us  to  be  pure 
and  high-minded  as  a  nation,  honorable  ^nd  chaste  as  citizens. 
Let  us  never  forget  those  who  fell  fighting  bravely  at  our  sides, 
nor  those  they  left  to  mourn  and  feel  their  loss.  And  let  us  all 
"with  malice  toward  none,  with  charity  for  all,  but,  with  firmness 
in  the  right,  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right,"  so  act  in  the  present, 
and  teach  our  children  to  act  in  the  future,  that  never  again  a 
free  and  enlightened  American  people  shall  be  found  divided 
against  itself. 

The  speaking  was  now  done,  but  loud  calls  were  made  for 
General  Grant,  he,  however,  did  not  respond  only  in  his  accus- 
tomed manner. 

Following  "Retreat"  by  the  band,  and  "Taps"  by  the  drum 
corps,  General  Thomas  announced  that  the  whole  programme  of 
the  meeting  h.id  been  fulfilled,  and  pronounced  it  adjourned. 
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BANQUET, 

The  second  day  of  the  reunion  was  mostly  occupied  by  the  mem- 
bers in  the  transaction  of  the  business  before  the  various  societies, 
and  in  visiting's  incidental  to  the  renewal  of  old  acquaintances, 
and  the  formation  of  new  ones.  But  night  now  approaches,  and 
all  minds  are  turned  toward  the  banquet,  the  expected  great  and 
grand  occasion  of  the  reunion  meeting,  and  to  which  all  had 
looked  forward  with  especial  interest. 

Here,  again,  the  programme  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
Arrangements  was  strictly  conformed  to.  They  had  employed 
Kinsley,  Chicago's  caterer,  to  furnish  the  dinner,  and  had  secured 
the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade's  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  which  to 
hold  the  banquet,  than  which  there  is  not  a  more  beautiful  room 
in  the  United  States.  The  hour  of  the  banquet  was  fixed  for 
seven  o'clock  In  the  evening  of  December  i6th,  and  to  be  the  last 
of  the  ceremonies  of  the  reunion.  It  was  also  intended  to  be  a 
special  occasion  for  the  members  of  the  societies,  and  no  others 
were  admitted  to  it  except  the  special  invited  guests — officere 
of  other  armies  than  our  own,  and  a  few  prominent  citizens  of 
Chicago. 

Prompt  as  they  ever  were  in  military  operations  they  are  equally 
so  now,  and  they  left  their  various  hotels  and  made  due  time,  so 
that  the  hour  appointed  found  the  twelve  hundred  and  seventy-five 
participants  all  comfortably  seated  at  the  tables  prepared  for  them, 
and  ready  to  be  served.  The  beautiful  appearance  of  the  scene 
ill  this  time  baffles  description.  Often  before  has  this  hall  been 
used  for  grand  occasions,  but  never  has  it  looked  so  fine, — with 
the  decorations,  bright  lights,  finely  spread  tables,  and  joyous 
assemblage  it  was  truly  magnificent. 

Licutenant-General  Sherman,  who  had  been  honored  with  a 
selection  as  the  chairman  of  the  banquet,  sat  at  the  head  of  the 
hall  on  the  President's  stand,  and  on  his  right  was  General  U.  S. 
Grant,  on  the  left  Major-General  Geo.  H.  Thomas,  and  at  the  same 
table  were  Generals  Schofield,  Terry,  M'Dowell,  Slocum,  Hascall, 
Logan,  Wilson,  Hurlbut,  Pope,  and  some  others. 

General  Sherman  requesting  order,  announced  that  the  banquet 
would  be  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Forrester,  and 
requested  alt  to  rise  and  stand. 
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Almighty  God  and  Heavenly  Father  we  thank  Thee  for  Thy 
bounty  and  blessing,  and  for  Thy  care  and  watchfulness  over  us, 
and  for  a  nation  saved;  for  the  joys  of  our  own  life,  and  for  this 
opportunity  of  meeting  together.  We  pray  that  Thy  blessing 
may  be  upon  us  and  upon  those  in  whose  hands  Thou  hast  laid  the 
destinies  of  this  people.  Guide  them  in  wisdom  and  in  Thy  grace 
that  the  nation  may  prosper.  And  Thy  name  receive  the  glory 
forever.     Amen. 

The  dinner  now  began  and  ^vas  discussed  in  the  usual  course, 
there  was  no  lack  of  energy,  but  it  bore  the  impetuosity  of  one  of 
those  old  time  charges  in  double  columns,  meantime  the  band  dis-' 
coursing  its  best  airs.  But  soon  the  rations  ran  short,  the  dinner 
was  at  an  end. 

The  President  rising  and  calling  to  order,  said: 

Gentlemen: — We  have  a  long  night's  work  before  us,  an,d  we 
want  to  commence  early.  We  will  take  this  first  page,  Banquet 
Programme,  and  commence,  and  stick  close  to  the  programme. 
There  are  twenty  speeches  to  be  made,  and  it  is  very  desirable 
that  they  should  be  short,  quick  and  decisive,  and  any  gentlemen 
wishing  to  put  in  his  manuscript  may  do  so.  I  will  first  call  upon 
Colonel  Luther  Pierce  to  come  upon  the  stand  and  repeat  his 
poem. 

Colonel  Pierce's  poem  was  as  follows: 


THE  POEM. 


Halt  the  cohimn,  rest  a  moment. 
Stack  the  guns,  the  tires  light. 

Here  is  foraging  in  plenty. 
Let  us  bivouac  here  to-night. 


We  have  marched  in  i^arate  colur 
But  have  striven  nerve  and  joint 

That  we  all  might  meet  tt^ether 
At  the  grand  objective  poinL 
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And  we're  truly  gralefiil,  thankful. 
That  detachments  all  appear 

Anxioug  for  the  work  before  tbem, 
Readv  for  the  service  here. 


Georgia,  Cumberland  and  Ohio, 
And  the  grim  old  Tennessee, 

Answer  to  the  call  of  Sherman, 
Father  of  Che  family. 


So  you  keep  your  reputation. 
First  in  love,  at  featit  or  fray. 

Siege  of  hearts  or  siege  of  fortress, 
Both  were  carried  gallantly. 


So  they  said,  when  at  his  bidding. 
Through  the  South  the  army  went 

Sweeping  like  a  whirlwind  onward. 
Marching  through  the  ci 


Ohl  'twas  glorious,  grand,  heroic! 

Rushing  over  hill  and  plain; 
With  its  mighty  recollections, 

How  the  heart  leaps  up  again. 


How  they  cheered,  and  how  they  rallied, 
How  they  charged  'mid  shot  and  shell. 

How  they  hore  aloft  the  banner, 

How  they  conquered  J  how  (hey  fell! 


Felt!  Ah,  who  shall  tell  their  story, 
Those  among  the  brave  and'best, 

Who  went  down  amidst  the  battle, 
Lyon,  Ransom  and  the  rest. 


^his  the  grateliil  pen  hath  written, 
Nations  in  their  homage  how, 

Myrtle  weeps  the  fallen  heroes, 
Laurel  crowns  the  living  brow. 
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Wreathed  with  immortelles  forever. 
Men  shall  in  the  future  tell. 

Standing  where  he  nobly  perished, 
How  Ihe  brave  MThereon  fell. 


Tell,  amid  the  stonn  of  battle; 

Tell,  while  mitlions  mourned  h 
Writingon  a  field  historic 

Epitaph  ofendlesB  fame. 


Tell,  oh  Holdier  and  civilian. 
All  of  a*  fell  down  that  day. 

Weeping  prostrate  round  the  coffin. 
Where  Ihe  martial  figure  Lav. 


This  the  cost  of  human  freedom, 
Many  hearts  that  long  and  wait, 

Shadows,  on  a  thousand  households. 
Sanctified,  but  desolate. 


Ahf  sometimes  the  friends  who  've  lell  us. 

Joined  the  armv  gone  before; 
Almost  seem  to  bridge  the  river 

'Twixt  the  near  and  further  shore. 


But  there  came  an  end  of  fighting. 
Then  wa»  your  employment  done; 

What  became  of  those  battalions 
When  the  Victory  was  won? 


Let  me  point  you  to  a  picture — 

See  a  million  soldiers  there. 
Flushed  with  triumph,  and  with  weapons 

Flashing  keen,  and  bright  and  bare. 


Vanished]     Wondrous  transform atioi 
Where  is  now  that  mighty  band^ 

Do  they  roam  a  vast  banditti. 
Pillaging  their  native  land? 
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Ah!  we  point  to  field  and  workshop; 

Let  the  world  the  moral  see; 
There,  beneath  the  dust  of  Labor, 

Toil  our  veteran  soldiery. 


Ye  were  mighty  in  the  battle. 
On  the  mountain  and  Che  plain; 

But  vou  wrought  your  greatest  triumph 
When  yau  sought  j-our  homes  again. 

Sought  your  homes  in  peace  and  quiet, 
Grasping  with  your  strong,  right  hand 

Implements  of  honest  labor. 
Toiling  to  upbuild  the  land. 

He  the  noblest,  truest  soldier. 

Who,  when  sounds  of  battle  cease. 

Mounts  from  war's  uncultured  desert 
Upward  to  the  plains  of  peace. 


Chieftains  who  have  saved  a  natio 
Gain  the  gratitude  of  men, 

But  the  mightiest  of  warriors 
Smiled  in  Peace  at  Bethlehem. 


Peace,  you  see,  hath  then  her  triumphs. 
And,  I  hold,  Chat  we  may  reap 

From  the  seed  that  we  have  acatlered 
Thistles,  tears,  or  golden  wheat. 

We  have  still  a  work  before  us; 

Let  each  one  his  portion  take; 
We  must  serve  awhile  as  sailors. 

Standing  on  the  Ship  of  State. 


Not  to  fight,  but  more  to  brighten, 
Polhi  smooth  the  good  ship  o'er. 

Keeping  taut  and  trim  the  ri^ng 
Of  our  grand  old  seventy-four. 
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Then  "  our  countrv,"  God  preserve 
With  its  beauteous  flag  unfurled. 

Reaching  out  Khali  raiae  the  helpless 
Be  the  Mecca  of  the  world. 


Comrades!     Ye  who  in  the  battle 
Stood  together  firm  and  true, 

At  the  shrine  of  this  reunion 
Dedicate  your  loves  anew. 


Ye  ore  like  the  trees  left  standing 
When  the  fierce  tornado's  past;     . 

Let  the  boughs  of  those  remaining 
Twine  t<^ether  firm  and  fast. 


Thus  combined  "gainst  wind  and  weather 

Ye  will  have  the  strength  of  all. 
And  united  brave  the  tempest, 
Or  together  nobly  fall. 


jrand  old  army!     Brave  commanders! 

Grim  survivors  of  the  fight, 
Wann  your  hearts  at  memory's  altar, 

Press  each  other's  hands  to-night. 


And  when  sounds  the  last  assembly, 

When  the  guard  has  gone  his  round, 
Let  us  pitch  our  tents  together, 

On  some  happier  camping  ground. 

Colonel  Pierce  was  duly  applauded,  and  following  his  poem 
the  Piesident  announced  the 

First  Toast: — "  Our  Country" 

Response  by  General  A.  H.  Terry, 

Comrades: — To  speak  fitly  on  the  theme  of  our  country's 
greatness  would  require  the  gift  of  tongues.  Were  the  great 
story  of  her  progress  fitly  told,  assembled  nations  should  be  the 
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audience,  and  lltnc  liimself  should  stay  his  course  to  listen  to  the 
wondrous  tale.  That  in  the  lapse  of  but  two-and-a-half  centuries, 
a  few  feeble  colonies,  planted  on  the  very  verge  of  the  continent, 
struggling  against  privation  and  famine,  and  scarcely  able  to  main- 
tain themselves  against  the  attacks  of  hostile  savages,  should  have 
expanded  into  a  nation  of  forty  millions  of  people;  tliat  the  vast 
wilderness  should  have  been  subdued,  and  in  its  midst  stately 
cities,  the  home  of  commerce  and  the  arts,  should  have  risen;  that 
the  untrodden  primeval  forest  should  have  yielded  to  fields  white 
with  the  harvests  which  feed  the  hungry  millions  of  the  lands  from 
which  our  forefathers  came;  that  great  highways  unparalelled  in 
extent  and  in  number,  linking  together  even  the  two  oceans,  should 
have  been  constructed;  that  broad  rivers,  thousands  of  miles  from 
the  sea,  then  nameless  and  unbroken,  save  by  the  solitary  canoe  of 
the  red  man,  should  bear  upon  their  bosoms  countless  fleets;  that 
the  great  deep  itself  should  be  white  with  sails,  bringing  to  our 
ports  the  productions  of  every  clime;  that  the  whole  land  should 
have  become  dotted  with  institutions  of  charity  and  learning,  and 
with  the  temples  of  religion;  that  here  should  have  been  founded 
the  first  great  empire,  based  on  the  acknowledgment  of  man's 
equality  with  man,  seems  more  like  the  work  of  the  fabled  slaves 
of  the  lamp  in  the  Arabian  tale,  than  a  sober  chapter  in  the  history 
of  mankind.  Well  may  the  old  world,  cramped  and  fettered  by 
the  traditions  and  institutions  of  the  past,  stand  amazed  at  the 
gigantic  progress  of  the  new.  Nowhere  is  this  stupendous  pro- 
gress more  plainly  visible  than  in  the  region  in  which  we  are  met 
together — the  illimitable  West,  a  land  of  majestic  streams,  of 
boundless  prairies,  bordering  on  vast  inland  seas,  blessed  with 
a  kindly  climate  and  unsurpassed  fertility  of  soil.  Here  the  energy 
of  our  people  has  produced  its  most  astonishing  results.  Les» 
than  half  a  century  ago,  where  now  stands  this  imperial  city, 
stood  a  lonely  frontier  post,  bevond  the  outermost  range  of  civili- 
zation. Now  look  around — churches,  schools,  costly  mansions, 
huge  warehouses,  and  huge  factories  arise  on  every  hand.  A 
hundred  avenues  of  commerce  stretching  out  on  every  side,  bring 
us  the  harvests  of  ten  thousand  fields  to  be  exchanged  for  the 
products  of  Europe,  water-borne  to  this  great  mart.  Soon  the 
great  national  highway,  over-leaping  alike  the  desert  and  the 
mountain  range,  promises  to  bring  the  riches  of  the  oldest  of  the 
continents  a  tribute  to  the  feet  of  this  young  giant  of  the  West. 
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And  yet  this  city  is  but  the  type  and  the  embodiment  of  the  spirit 
of  that  vast  region  of  which  it  is  the  center,  and  the  beating  heart. 
How  shall  I  fitly  characterize  the  people  of  the  West,  their  frank- 
ness, their  generosity,  their  hospitality,  and  their  kindly  warmth — 
how  describe  their  devotion  to  their  duty  and  to  their  country! 
Let  the  thousands  of  nameless  graves  which  he  scattered  from  the 
Ohio  to  the  Gulf,  and -from  the  Arkansas  to  the  Potomac,  answer 
the  latter  question.  Do  not  think,  that  I  intend  to  do  injustice  to 
other  portions  of  our  country,  or  that  I  seek  to  exalt  one  section 
at  the  expense  of  others,  for  1  know  full  well  that  in  all  this 
unparalelled  achievement  those  others  have  borne  their  part.  They 
have  sent  forth  their  best,  their  bravest,  and  their  strongest,  to 
these  Western  plains,  and  it  is  they  and  their  children  who  have 
done  this  work.  It  is  the  blood  of  the  East  that  courses  through 
Western  veins,  and  here,  in  the  two  greatest  and  best  who  sit 
among  us,  are  the  living  proofs  of  what  that  blood,  under  genial 
Western  influences,  can  produce.  There  is,  alas!  one  stain  in  the 
fair  picture  of  our  country's  prosperity  and  happiness.  The  South 
sits  in  sackcloth,  mourning  and  refusing  to  be  comforted,  but, 
purified  by -her  sufferings  and  regenerated  through  sorrow,  she 
will  yet  arise,  and,  hand  in  hand  with  those  she  had  deemed  her 
enemies,  she  will  press  forward  with  no  unequal  steps  in  the  great 
march  of  civilization. 

But  why  should  we  speak  of  sections  or  of  parts,  henceforward 
there  shall  be  no  sections  and  no  parts,  but  bound  together  by 
ties  which  shall  never  be  sundered,  welded  together  by  the  fierce 
heat  of  war's  dreadful  furnace,  the  nation  starts  forwitrd  with 
renewed  strength  in  her  majestic  course — one  homogeneous  whole. 
Hereafter  no  man  will  say,  I  am  of  the  West  or  of  the  East,  of 
the  South  or  of  the  North — all  such  distinctions  will  be  merged 
in  the  common  title  of  American  citizen.  Great  name!  Greater 
than  that  of  Roman  citizen  in  Rome's  most  triumphant  days.  In 
other  lands  men  strive  to  segregate  themselves  from  the  mass,  and 
groping  backward  among  the  dusty  and  worm-eaten  records  of 
the  past,  seek  for  ancestral  honors  and  dignities  wherewith  to 
deck  themselves  and  establish  a  fancied  superiority  over  their 
fellow-men.  Here,  standing  on  the  broad  platform  of  equality  and 
fraternity,  and  surveying  the  glittering  record  of  the  high  achieve- 
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ments  of  our  race,  each  gathers  to  himself  a  share  in  them  all,  and 
proclaLns  it  his  birthright  in  the  single  phrase,  I,  too,  am  an 
American  citizen. 

The  idea  of  duty  to  our  country  is  not  an  unfamiliar  one  to  those 
who  are  assembled  within  these  walls.  All  here  have  proved 
their  devotion  to  it  in  days  of  toil,  of  suffering,  and  of  danger. 
But  it  is  not  alone  amid  great  convulsions  that  devotion  should  be 
manifested.  The  national  life  is  made  up  of  the  individual  lives 
of  Its  people,  and  every  man,  however  humble  his  sphere  of  action 
may  he,  contributes  his  quota  to  the  nation's  good  or  ill.  Men  of 
science  tell  us,  that  in  the  material  world,  no  force  is  ever  lost. 
The  beam  of  light,  darting  from  its  source,  flies  onward  in  the 
depths  of  space  through  all  eternity.  A  word  is  spoken;  it  is  but 
a  breatli,  a  little  movement  of  the  air,  and  in  a  moment,  to  our 
dull  senses,  it  is  gone;  but  it  still  is  living,  the  vibrant  atmosphere 
still  records  it  feebly  and  more  feebly  as  time  passes,  but  on  the 
car  of  the  Omniscient  it  is  forever  sounding.  To  that  ear  the 
quivering  atoms  still  echo  the  words  of  innocence  spoken  in  the- 
garden  before  the  Fall,  and  shudder  at  the  sounds  of  "crucify 
him,  crucify  him,"  which  were  uttered  in  the  city  of  David  more 
than  eighteen  hundred  years  ago.  So  is  it  also  in  the  world  of 
action.  Men  cannot,  if  they  would,  live  for  the  present  alone. 
Every  action  has  its  consequences,  and  every  consequence  its 
consequences.  Every  deed  is  a  link  in  the  great  chain  of  cause. 
When  the  places  that  know  us  now  sliall  know  us  no  more  for- 
ever; when  even  the  stones  which  the  hands  of  affection  shall 
raise  to  mark  our  last  re  sting,  places  shall  have  crumbled  into  dust; 
when  our  names  shall  have  perished  from  the  memory  of  man, 
our  undying  actions  will  still  live,  aflfecting  for  good  or  for  evil 
the  generations  yet  to  be.  Our  hands  are  upon  chords  which 
stretch  far  down  through  the  coming  centuries,  and  as  we  shall 
touch  them,  so  will  they  resound.  They  might  have  resounded 
with  the  clank  of  chains,  and  the  despairing  cries  of  an  enslaved 
and  a  down-trodden  people,  Let  us  be  glad  that  we  may  believe 
that  they  will  resound  with  the  great  anthem  of  the  free.  Let  us 
then,  by  our  love  of  country,  by  our  sense  of  duty  to  our  country, 
strengthened  by  the  recollections  which  we  have  here  renewed  of 
mutual  effort,  when  our  country's  peril  was  the  greatest  and  her 
iveed  was  the  sorest,  resolve  to  so  live  that  our  every  act  shall  be 
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a  mite  cast  into  the  treasury  of  our  country's  welfare,  to  do  that 
which  in  us  may  lie,  to  rear  here  the  altars  of  truth  and  justice, 
and  to  fix  firm  and  deep  on  the  everlasting  rocks  the  foundations 
of  that  great  fabric  of  liberty  which  shall  not  only  shelter  us  and 
our  posterity,  but  shall  be  the  refuge  of  the  oppressed  of  every 
nation  and  of  every  clime. 

Music  by  the  Glee  Club:— -'Ty^  Star  Spangled  Banner^' 

Second  Toast:— "TXe  President  of  the  United  States." 

Response  by  General  R.  P.  Bockland. 

Fellow- Soldiers: — Speech-making  is  not  my  forte.  I  was 
not  aware  that  I  was  to  respond  to  a  toast  until  a  short  time  ago. 
General  John  M.  Palmer,  who  was  to  respond,  being  unavoidably 
absent,  I  have  accepted  the  responsibility,  knowing  full  well, 
however,  that  I  am  not  as  competent  to  make  as  eloquent  an 
address  as  the  Governor-elect  of  this  State.  To  respond  in  fitting 
terms  to  the  toast,  "The  President  of  the  United  States,"  would 
require  one  well  skilled  in  all  the  beauties  of  our  language,  in 
order  to  fully  express  the  importance  and  the  high  honor  con- 
ferred upon  one  elevated  to  that  position.  We  have  great  respect  for 
the  office,  and  as  officers  we  are  bound  to  honor  the  Commander- 
in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy.  The  office  has  been  filled  by 
some  of  the  most  eminent  men  in  the  nation,  commencing  with 
Washington;  and  the  executive  chair  will  shortly  be  filled  by 
the  most  illustrious  General  of  the  age — a  man  who  is  in  every 
way  possible  fitted  to  discharge  the  onerous  duties  appertaining 
to  the  Presidential  office,  with  credit  and  satisfaction  to  all:  and 
we  will  respect  the  office  as  its  occupant  exercises  the  executive 
power  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people.  I  can  not  say  more,  as 
there  are  many  toasts  and  responses  to  be  made. 

Song  by  the  Glee  Club:— "6^«/«r/  the  Glorious  Banner" 

Third  Toast: — "  7%c  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States. 
While  each  is  ever  ready,  by  its  own  resources  to  sustain  the 
national  honor,  may  they  always  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  as  on 
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the  MissiKsipppi,  in  promoting  the  prosperity  and 

n  country." 


Sentiment  proposed  by  Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Response  by  Major-General  J.  M.  Schofield,  U.  S.  Army. 

Fellow  Soldiers: — I  regret  my  inability  to  fitly  respond  to 
your  toast,  "The  Army  and  the  Navy."  But  I  am  more  than  com- 
pensated by  the  presence  of  so  many  of  those  gallant  soldiers 
who,  in  war  and  peace,  were,  and  are  always  ready  for  the 
discbarge  of  every  duty.  I  rejoice  to  see  here,  also,  a  goodly 
number  of  the  gallant  officers  of  that  volunteer  navy  which  bore  so 
honorable  a  part  in  many  of  the  memorable  operations  in  which 
you  were  engaged,  and  I  regret  that  Farragut,  Porter  and  other 
naval  heroes  are  not  also  with  us  to-night.  I  may  well  leave  it  for 
those  gentlemen  who  are  to  respond  severally  for  the  armies  rep- 
resented here,  to  make  in  the  aggregate  a  fitting  response  for  the 
army  at  large  and  the  navy,  for  the  gallant  armies  of  which  they 
speak  are  fair  types  of  the  whole;  but  while  I  leave  it  for  others 
to  recount,  as  well  they  may  do,  with  honest  pride,  the  events  of 
the  past,  I  may  be  permitted  to  dwell  for  a  moment  upon  the 
present,  and  indulge  in  hopes  of  the  future.  We  see  in  the  fra- 
ternal union  which  we  now  enjoy,  an  exhibition  of  the  peculiar 
character  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  as  distin- 
guished from  those  of  other  great  nations.  Drawn  together  by  a 
patriotic  sense  of  duty  in  our  country's  hour  of  peril,  and  held 
together  through  long  years  of  desperate  war  by  that  bond  of 
duty  which  alone  is  thus  binding  men  to  each  other,  we  6nd 
engendered,  by  our  martial  union,  ties  of  affection  and  respect 
which  have  only  been  increased  during  nearly  four  years  of  peace. 
Although  scattered  from  the  mountains  to  the  sea,  and  from  the 
lakes  to  the  gulf,  at  the  call  of  our  honored  chief  we  assembled 
around  this  festive  board  to  pledge  each  other  anew  that, 
whether  in  war  or  peace,  for  our  country's  honor  and  weal,  we  will 
stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  until  the  great  battle  of  life  is  endeij. . 
The  grand  army  of  the  Union  has  not  been  disbanded — it  still  '. 
lives  in  the  true,  stout  hearts  of  its  soldiers,  and  even  when  they 
have  passed  off  the  stage  of  life  its  spirit  will  exist  in  their  sons, 
yea,  and  in  their  daughters.    As  with  the  individual  man,  so  it  is 
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with  the  nation.  When  from  the  dictates  of  an  honest  heart  the 
nation  puts  forth  its  full  strength  to  accomplish  a  great  good,  the 
heart  is  thereby  enliglitened  and  purified,  the  strength  increased 
and  the  life  prolonged.  In  this  increase  of  strength  and  vitality 
the  nation  feels  that  its  grand  army  and  navy,  whose  deeds  are 
the  nation's  pride,  are  not  things  of  the  past,  but  that  they  still 
live. 

Music  by  the  Band— "./?€•(/,   White  and  Bine." 

Fourth  Toast: — "T/tc  Army  of  Georgia." 

Response  by  Major-General  H.  W.  Slocum. 

Fellow- Soldiers: — On  behalf  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Army  of  Georgia,  both  present  and  absent,  I  thank  you  for 
the  compliment  paid  to  that  organization.  I  regret  the  absence 
of  Generals  Davis,  Williams  and  Mower,  who,  as  corps  com- 
manders in  that  army,  acquired  the  most  enviable  reputation  as 
soldiers,  and  to  whose  gallantry  and  efficiency  the  organization 
was,  in  a  great  measure,  indebted  for  the  good  name  accorded  to 
it  at  the  close  of  the  war.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  several  of  its 
division  and  brigade  commanders  are  present.  On  our  campaigns 
these  officers  were  frequently  in  a  strife  for  the  honor  of  taking 
the  head  of  the  column,  and,  when  brought  into  action,  they  were 
always,  of  course,  in  advance  of  the  commander.  Now,  it  is  an 
old  and  established  rule  that  "those  foremost  in  the  fight  should 
be  first  at  the  feast."  Under  this  rule  they  are  entitled,  on  this 
occasion,  to  speak  of  the  Army  of  Georgia,  and  that  honor  I 
shall  cheerfully  accord  to  them.  This  is  the  first  meeting  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Western  armies  that  I  havcTiad  the 
pleasure  of  attending  since  our  final  review  in  Washington;  and 
this  reunion  has  been  to  me  one  of  the  happiest  events  of  my  life. 
It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  a  soldier  to  meet  a  comrade  who  has 
Ijome  with  him  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  a  campaign,  recall- 
ing to  mind  with  him  the  scenes  of  the  past — the  two  together 
■  again  fighting  their  battles  over.  It  is  true  that  the  remembrance 
of  nearly  every  scene  is  tinged  with  sadness,  for  scarcely  an  event 
can  be  called  to  mind  which  is  not  associated  with  the  loss  of 
some  gallant  comrade,  whose  bravery  and  devotion  to  his  country 
we  can  but  feel  should  have  been  rewarded  by  his  being  permit- 
ted to  enjoy  with  us  the  present  hour — the  pleasure  of  beholding 
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a  Union  restored — a  country  saved.  But  in  this  conviction  who 
can  say  that  those  of  us  who  sur\-ive  reap,  in  reality,  anv  more 
glorious  harvest  than  those  who  themselves  fell  beneath  the  sickle  ? 
A  nation's  tears  are  the  tribute  paid  to  their  memory — tears  that 
perennially  water  the  laurels  they  wore,  and  will  keep  them  fresh 
and  green  long  after  wc  have  passed  off  the  stage. 

To-day  we  have  been  permitted  to  meet — not  a  single  comrade, 
bnt  thousand.s  of  them,  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  most  of 
whom  we  have  not  met  since  the  disbanding  of  our  armies.  In 
addition  to  this,  good  tidings  are  brought  ns  from  absent  com- 
rades, scattered  over  nearly  every  State — tidings  proving  that  the 
war  has  not  injured  or  demoralized  the  young  men  wbo  carried  it 
to  a  successful  close.  We  are  told  that  the  great  mass  of  the 
soldiers,  having  returned  to  civil  life,  are  struggling  with  difficul- 
ties as  successfully  as  they  did  while  in  the  army.  General 
Sherman  closed  bis  report  on  the  campaign  through  tbeCarolinas 
with  these  words:  "In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  express,  in  the  most 
emphatic  manner,  my  entire  satisfaction  with  the  tone  and  temper 
of  the  whole  army.  Nothing  seems  to  dampen  their  energy,  zeal 
or  cheerfulness.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  of  a  march  involv- 
ing more  labor  and  exposure;  yet  I  can  not  recall  an  instance  of 
bad  temper  by  the  way,  or  of  hearing  an  expression  of  doubt  as 
to  our  perfect  success  in  the  end."  In  saying  this,  the  General 
did  but  justice  to  the  officers  and  men  of  his  command,  and  I 
have  never  entertained  a  fear  that  men  of  whom  these  words 
could  be  truthfully  spoken,  would  fail  of  success  on  returning  to 
their  homes  and  entering  upon  the  peaceful  avocations  of  life. 

To  most  of  our  soldiers  the  army  was  a  good  school.  It  taught 
not  only  lessons  of  patriotism,  but  of  perseverance  and  energy. 
The  man  who  has  fought  four  years  to  save  his  country,  burned 
into  his  soul  by  the  ordeal  of  fire,  and  he  who,  in  the  dead  hnur 
of  winter,  has  uncomplainingly  forded  wide  rivers  and  constructed 
roadways  through  almost  impenetrable  swamps,  will  not  be  apt, 
in  civil  life,  to  succumb  to  ordinary  difficulties.  Speaking  of  war, 
Burke  says  it  suspends  the  rules  of  moral  obligation,  and  what  is 
long  suspended  is  in  danger  of  being  totally  abrogated.  Civil 
wars,  he  declares,  strike  defeat  into  the  manners  of  the  people. 
They  vitiate  their  politics,  they  corrupt  their  morals,  they  prevent 
even  the  natural  taste  and  relish  of  equity  and  justice.  By  teach- 
ing us  to  consider  our  fellow  creatures  in  a  hostile  light,  the  whole 
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body  of  our  nation  becomes  gradually  less  dear  to  us.  The  very 
names  of  affection  and  kindred,  which  were  the  bond  of  charity 
while  we  agreed,  became  new  incentives  to  hatred  and  rage.  In 
her  hour  of  trial,  when  enemies  at  home  and  abroad  were  predict- 
ing and  desiring  her  utter  destruction,  our  country  found  defenders 
in  her  own  sons.  The  patriotiijm  of  our  people  was  not  displayed 
on  the  battlefield  alone,  but  from  nearly  every  city  and  town  came 
money  as  well  as  men,  and  the  money  came  at  a  time  when  the 
lender  evinced  patriotism  as  well  as  faith  in  loaning  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  final  victory  of  our  arms  was  a  triumph  for  the 
advocates  of  a  Republican  form  of  government  throughout  the 
world,  and  now  to  complete  our  triumph,  to  gladden  the  hearts  of 
our  friends  in  every  land,  to  make  our  victory  doubly  dear  and 
brilliant,  we  should  struggle  to  avert  the  evils  which,  we  are  told, 
always  follow  civil  war.  Let  not  the  war  vitiate  our  politics, 
corrupt  our  morals,  or  prevent  our  taste  for  equity  and  justice,  and 
our  victory  will  be  more  complete  and  more  grand  than  any  in  the 
world's  history. 

As  to  the  best  method  of  averting  these  evils,  the  most  patriotic 
men  may  at  times  differ.  As  on  the  great  march  to  the  sea,  we 
sometimes  found  corps  diverging  from  one  another,  and  occasion- 
ally a  body  of  troops,  either  from  a  defect  in  our  maps,  or  from 
the  ignorance  of  our  guides,  would  be  found  on  the  wrong  road, 
yet  having  a  common  objective  point,  all  would  so  be  concentra- 
ting; so,  in  the  efforts  of  patriotic  men  to  secure  the  nation's 
welfare,  however  much  their  guides  may  temporarily  differ,  all  who 
earnestly  desire  peace,  prosperity  and  the  preservation  of  their 
country's  honors,  must  ultimately  be  found  marching  In  the  same 
direction.  Our  annual  meetings  serve  to  keep  fresh  in  our  minds, 
and  in  the  minds  of  our  people,  the  events  of  the  war,  and  I  would 
not  have  one  page  in  the  history  of  that  struggle  obliterated,  but 
I  would  use  it  to  strengthen  our  devotion  to  the  country,  and  our 
determination  to  countenance  nothing  in  politics,  nothing  in  busi- 
ness, nothing  even  iii  social  intercourse,  which  dues  not  tend  to 
the  country's  weal.  The  grand  idea  which  animated  our  armies 
during  this  strife  was  to  place  our  national  character  in  the  high 
niche  to  which  its  illustrious  ancestrv  entitled  it,  and  to  show  the 
world  that  the  descendants  of  Washington,  (Jates,  Green,  Hamilton 
and  the  fathers  of  the  country,  are  capable  of  defending  and 
preserving  the  free  institutions  we   inherited    from  them.     Now 
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that  the  war  ie  over,  and  the  victory  won,  let  us  conthiue  to  emu- 
late the  glorious  example  of  the  revolutionary  patriats,  and  devute 
ourselves  to  achieving  new  renown  for  our  country  by  our  devc- 
tion  to  the  arts  of  peace.  We  have  learned  in  the  roiigh  school 
of  war  to  discipline  and  master  ourselves,  and  wc  shall,  by  the 
application  of  this  knowledge  to  .the  pursuits  of  civil  life,  gain 
bloodless  victories,  not  less  important  than  those  achieved  on  the 
tented  field. 

Fifth  Toast; — ''■The  Heroes  of  the  Rank  and  File" 

Response  by  Major-Gcneral  S.  A.  Hl'rlbl't. 

Comrades; — It  is  just  and  becoming,  Mr.  President,  that  an 
assemblage  hke  this  should  render  honor  to  the  rank  and  file,  and 
I  am  glad  that  the  pleasant  duty  of  responding  to  this  toast  has 
fallen  upon  me.  No  such  body  of  men,  in  my  judgment,  wei-e 
ever  assembled  as  the  volunteer  army  of  the  late  war.  History 
fails  to  give  us  such  examples,  for  history  has  never  yet  had  to 
deal  with  such  a  people  as  this.  The  mother  was  worthy  of  her 
sons,  and  the  sons  of  their  mother,  for  the  army  was  the  child  and 
representative  of  the  nation.  No  troops  ever  stood  for  the  honor 
of  their  flag,  for  the  safety  of  their  country,  so  thoroughly  identi- 
fied with  the  sentiment  of  the  people,  as  did  this  army  of  ours, 
which  sprang  into  sudden  and  terrible  life  at  the  cry  of  the  im- 
periled nation,  fought  through  the  long  war  with  such  singular 
tenacity,  accepted,  endured,  aye,  welcomed  severe  discipline  as  a 
necessity  of  success,  and,  having  acquired  the  skill,  steadiness  and 
unity  of  impulse  of  the  veteran,  yet  at  the  end  disappeared  without 
a  ripple  in  the  great  current  and  mass  of  the  citizenship  from 
which  they  sprang.  To  the  eye  of  the  stranger,  toward  the  cfose 
of  the  war,  one  million  of  trained  and  disciplined  soldiers  hung 
over  the  future  of  the  nation,  pregnant  with  all  evil  and  disquiet 
as  the  Alpine  avalanche  impends  over  some  sleeping  village.  But 
when  the  summer  air  of  peace  breathed  softly  over  the  land  this 
thing  of  terror  silently  dissolvc<l  intoits  elements,  with  no  torrents, 
no  rush  of  waters,  in  many  gentle  streamlets,  each  of  which  made 
glad  again  some  long  desolate  home.  No  other  people  could  have 
produced  such  an  annv,  no  other  could  thus  have  absorbed  them 
when  their  task  was  done,  without  perceptible  shock  to  the  com- 
monwealth. 
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From  all  ranks,  pursuits  and  mo<les  of  life  tlicy  came,  these 
heroes  of  the  rank  and  file.  The  sun-burned  plowman,  the  apt 
mechanic,  the  smart  artisan,  the  pale  student,  from  all  trades,  all 
professions,  all  industries,  they  came — many  earnest,  thoughtful, 
devoted;  some  moved  by  the  wild  spirit  of  adventure,  some  for 
the  mere  excitement  of  the  battle  and  the  march,  some  of  high 
culture  and  education,  some  with  but  little  of  either,  a  strange, 
wild  gathering  of  apparently  discordant  elements,  yet,  under  the 
fervent  heat  of  love  for  an  Insulted  country,  and  with  the  strong 
current  of  military  discipline,  they  grew  into  the  columns  that 
swung  witH  Grant  round  heleagured  Vickshurg,  and  at  Champion 
Hills  and  Jackson  made  vain  the  boastings  of  the  Gibraltar  of  the 
Mississippi,  they  pried  into  that  living  rock  which  stood  with 
Thomas  at  Chickamauga,  and  shattered  Hood  at  Nashville;  that 
plow  of  God,  which,  in  the  hands  of  Sherman,  scarred  the  deep 
furrows  of  their  march  through  the  mountains,  from  Atlanta  to 
the  sea.  That  barrier  of  fire  and  steel  on  which  Lee  leaped  to  ruin 
sX  the  hights  at  Gettysburg,  that  relentless  giant  hand  that  forced 
the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  from  the  Wilderness  of  Peters- 
burg and  the  Appomattox,  and  shook  the  shattered  remnants  of 
the  Confederate  armies  from  the  iron  fingers  that  paroled  prisoners 
of  the  great  Republic.  Pittsburg  Landing  and  Shiloh  taught  us 
early  to  respect  the  personal  manhood  of  the  rank  and  file.  It 
was  somewhat  awkward  and  unscientific  fighting,  but  they  struck 
hard  in  that  strange  and  deadly  conflict. 

It  has  always  seemed  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  the  courage, 
endurance  and  steadiness  of  the  private  soldier,  has  something 
of  the  miraculous.  With  no  rank  to  incite,  with  no  promotion 
probable,  with  no  future  ambition,  no  hope  even  of  .special 
personal  mention,  they  went  forth  to  exhausting  marches,  to 
dreary  midnight  watchings,  to  the  trench  and  the  rifle  pit,  to  the 
line  of  actual  battle,  to  the  storming  column  to  face — to  face  death 
in  all  forms,  to  endure  disease,  to  suffer  the  slow  agony  of  the 
prison  pen,  ready  to  live  when  life  was  but  endurance,  ready  to 
die,  when  to  die  was  duty.  For  these  great  actions  and  this  great 
endurance  there  must  have  been  some  efficient  cause,  and  as  I 
read  it,  that  cause  was  the  love  of  country  and  the  love  of  home. 
They  could  not  come  hack  dishonored,  and  they  all  meant  to 
come  home,  and  bent  all  their  powers  and  energies  to  finish  the 
work  quickly  and  well  and  be  again  at  home.     No  man  of  us  who 
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has  worn  the  insignia  of  ranlc  ami  command  but  owe  our  free 
and  hearty  tribute  to  the  rank  and  file.  Every  badge  of  authority, 
from  the  bar  of  the  subaltern  to  the  quadruple  star  that  worthily 
rests  on  the  shoulder  of  the  General  of  the  Army,  is  the  repre- 
sentative and  the  creature  of  the  heroism  of  the  rank  and  file, 
mute  but  glorious  witness  to  the  self-denial  of  their  lives,  and  the 
gallantry  of  their  deaths.  As  the  engineer  uses  and  guides  already 
existing  forces,  so  this  heroism  of  the  rank  and  file  was  the  vast 
living  power  which  it  was  consummate  generalship  to  mould, 
direct  and  control.  All  honor,  then,  to  our  comrades,  the  living 
heroes  of  the  rank  and  file.  All  credit  to  the  dead  who  died  for 
us  and  our  country, 

"On  Fame's  eternal  camping  groiintl 

Their  silent  tents  are  spread. 

And  glory  walks  her  solemn  round 

In  the  bivouac  of  the  dead." 

Song  by  the  Glee  Club: — ^Sherman's  March  to  the  Sea.'' 

Sixth  Toast: — "  77ie  Army  of  the  Ohio." 

Response  by  Major-General  M.  S.  Hascall. 

Fellow-Citizens  of  the  Army: — Having  recently  been 
selected  to  respond  to  the  toast  which  you  have  just  heard  read, 
"The  Army  of  the  Ohio,"  in  place  of  the  distinguished  Secretary 
of  War,  its  former  commander,  you  will  readily  appreciate  the 
diffidence  I  feel  in  undertaking  to  fill  the  place  of  one  at  once  so 
illustrious,  and  so  well  calculated  to  do  the  subject  justice.  I 
promise  you,  however,  that  my  remarks  shall  possess  at  least  one 
merit,  which  according  to  a  distinguished  author,  who  has  done 
us  the  honor  to  be  with  us  this  evening,  surpasses  all  others,  and 
that  is  they  ^vill  be  very  brief.  That  distinguished  soldier  and 
citizen,  who  was  the  orator  for  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  last  evening, 
at  the  Opera  House,  did  the  subject  such  complete  justice  that 
little  else  need,  or  could  be  said,  if  the  occasion  and  the  time  ren- 
dered it  proper  to  indulge  in  extended  remarks.  After  what  he  baa 
so  well  said  in  regard  to  the  organization  and  the  campaigns  of  the 
Army  of  the  Ohio,  I  will  only  further  add  some  allusions  to  some 
of  the  noble  spirits  that  ofiered  up  their  lives  during  the  different 
campaigns  in  which  we  were  engaged. 

First  and  most  prominent  on  the  list  of  our  departed   heroes, 
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stands  the  name  of  General  William  P.  Saunders,  who  fell  a  short 
distance  in  front  of  the  fort  that  now  bears  his  honored  name,  at 
K noxv ill e,  Tennessee.  Of  him  it  can  be  truly  said,  that  he  was 
the  idol  of  our  army.  No  one  who  was  present  at  the  time  Long- 
street  was  closing  in  upon  Knoxville  will  forget  the  almost  criminal 
recklessness  and  daring  he  manifested  during  the  three  days 
that  Longstreet  was  closing  in  upon  and  investing  the  city. 
General  Saunders  had  only  two  days  before  received  notice  of  his 
promotion  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier-General,  a  promotion  that 
General  Buniside  was  obliged  to  have  made,  in  order  to  get  a 
proper  commander  for  the  cavalry  of  his  army.  He  was  imme- 
diately assigned  to  the  command  of  the  cavalry,  and  ordered  to 
detain  the  enemy  as  long  as  possible,  to  give  the  infantry  time  to 
construct  defensive  works  about  the  city,  which  was  at  the  time 
almost  entirely  destitute  of  any  kind  of  defenses.  For  two  days, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Holston  river,  General  Saunders  was 
engaged  in  this  work,  constantly  at  the  head  of  his  command,  and 
the  works  then  being  tenable  on  that  side,  his  command  was 
then  transferred  to  the  Knoxville  side  of  the  river,  with  orders 
to  make  a  stubborn  resistance  in  the  direction  of  Loudon,  from 
whence  Longstreet  was  rapidly  advancing  with  the  main  body  of 
his  army,  preceded  by  cavalry.  It  was  here  that  Saunders  made 
some  of  those  desperate  charges,  and  engaged  in  band  to  hand 
conflicts,  such  as  were  rarely  ever  witnessed  in  any  quarter  of  the 
globe,  and  there  in  plain  view  of  that  fort  that  now  bears  his 
illustrious  name,  with  fighting  in  front  of  him,  fighting  to  the 
right  of  him,  fighting  to  the  left  of  him,  fighting  in  the  rear  of 
him,  and  himself  wielding  his  sword  with  the  might  of  a  Hercu- 
les and  the  fury  of  a  maddened  tiger — there,  I  sdy,  far  in  advance 
of  any  of  his  command,  and  entirely  unappalled  by  the  danger 
and  clangor  that  surrounded  him,  there  that  fatal  bullet  struck  him 
that  ushered  his  great  spirit  into  the  presence  of  that  God  who 
gave  it.  Another  desperate  charge  recovered  the  dead  body  and 
we  had  in  our  possession  all  that  was  mortal  of  the  gallant,  heroic 
and  equally  modest  Saunders.  The  enemy  then  immediately  closed 
in  and  completed  the  investment  and  seizure.  The  same  night, 
at  about  midnight,  we  buried  him  quietly  and  privately,  it  being 
impossible,  on  account  of  the  proximity  of  the  enemy  and  the 
arduous  duties,  to  have  a  formal  funeral.  I  have  seen  many  noble 
dead,  but    never   such    heartfelt   sorrow   as  per%'aded  that  little 
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funeral  procession,  not  exceeding  two  dozen,  and  all  officers  high 
in  rank,  as  not  a  man  could  be  spared  from  the  trenches.  We 
were  all  forcibly  reminded  of  the  circumstances  of  the  burial  of 
Sir  John  Moore,  and  some  of  the  verses  of  that  beautiful  poem 
are  so  strictly  and  truthfully  descriptive  of  this  burial  that  I  can 
not  refrain  from  repeating  them  here: 

■■  Not  a  drum  was  heard,  not  a  funeral  note. 

As  his  torse  to  the  churchyard  we  hurried; 
Not  B  Boldier  discharged  his  farewell  shot 

O'er  the  grave  where  our  hero  we  buried. 

We  buried  him  darkly,  at  dead  of  night, 

The  sods  with  our  bayonets  turning; 
By  the  stru^ling  moonbeam's  misty  light. 

And  our  lanterns  dimly  burning. 

No  useless  coffin  enclosed  his  breast. 

Nor  in  sheet  nor  in  shroud  we  wound  him; 
B'lt  he  \ay  like  a  warrior  taking  his  rest. 

With  his  martial  cloak  around  him. 

Few  and  short  were  the  prayers  wc  said, 

And  we  spoke  not  a  word  of  sorrow; 
But  «-e  steadfastly  gazed  on  the  face  of  the  dead, 

And  we  bitterly  thought  of  the  morrow. 

Slowly  and  sadly  we  laid  him  down, 

From  the  field  of  his  fame  fresh  and  gory; 

But  we  left  him  alone  in  his  glory." 

Numerous  other  brave  spirits  yielded  up  their  lives  during  this 
siege.  Among  the  number  the  gallant  and  accomplished  Colonel 
Comstock,  of  Michigan.  But  time  admonishes  me  that  I  must 
hasten  on.  Passing  by  the  other  numerous  engagements  and 
hardships  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  endured,  the  next  serious  engage- 
ment we  had  was  at  Resaca,  where  General  Schoficld  lost  a 
distinguished  member  of  his  stafl*,  and  the  Second  Division  lost 
very  seriously  in  officers  and  men,  and  the  Third  fared  not  much 
better.  From  this  time  on  until  the  fall  of  Atlanta  the  Army  of 
the  Ohio  was  almost  constantly  engaged,  being  all  the  time  on 
one  or  the  other  flanks  of  the  army,  and  constantly  fighting  into 
new  positions.  The  Army  of  the  Ohio  can  justly  claim  credit  for 
making  the  flank  movement  on  the  ist  of  July,  1864,  which  caused 


i.y  Google 


Of  the  Jir-my  of  the  Te-.inessee.  257 

the'  evacuation  of  Kcnesaw  mountain  and  Marietta,  and  the 
Second  Division  of  that  army  was  the  first  to  drive  the  enemy 
inside  the  fortifications  near  the  Howard^  House,  at  Atlanta,  and 
the  first  to  establish  its  batteries  and  commence  the  shelling  of 
the  city.  I  would  fain  follow  the  army  in  Atlanta,  describe  its 
desperate  engagements  at  Franklin  and  Nashville,  and  its  mem- 
orable achievements  after  being  transferred  to  North  Carolina, 
and  till  the  close  of  the  war,  but  time  will  not  permit.  The 
glorious  achievements  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  were  not  accom- 
plished without  serious  losses.  Our  list  of  dead  include  the  names 
of  the  gallant  Saunders,  Colonel  Comstock,  Colonel  Lowry,  of 
the  107th  Illinois  volunteers.  Captain  on  General  Schofield's  statT, 
and  Captain  E.  D.  Saunders,  A.  A.  G.  on  General  Cox's  stafl". 
besides  numerous  other  officers  and  that  long  list  of  less  noted 
but  not  less  gallant  and  honored  dead,  who  fill  unmarked  graves 
all  over  the  rebellious  States.  All  great  achievements  cost  great 
sacrifices,  and  the  peace  we  enjoy  to-day  has  been  no  exception  to 
the  rule.  On  the  other  hand,  we  find  that  with  our  Army  of  the 
Ohio  that  "peace  hath  her  virtues  no  less  renowned  than  war." 
The  country  has  not  been  slow  to  appreciate  the  exalted  charac- 
ter of  the  services  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  or  the  splendid 
ability  of  its  leading  men.  The  United  States  at  large,  vtith  one 
voice,  has  appropriated  our  Schofield  and  made  him  Secretary  of 
War.  The  great  State  of  Ohio,  almost  before  he  was  out  of  the 
field,  took  up  our  statesman.  General  Cox,  and  conferred  upon 
him  the  highest  honors  in  her  gift,  and  the  little  State  of  Rhode 
Island  has  served  our  gallant  Burnside  in  the  same  manner.  The 
great  States  of  Ohio  and  Michigan  have  made  of  our  Generals 
Sherwood  and  Spalding  the  keepers  of  their  great  seals,  and  my 
neighbors  in  Indiana  have  this  Fall  taken  up  our  General  Packard 
and  made  him  the  successor  of  the  illustrious  Colfax  in  Congress, 
while  our  inevitable  General  Jack  Casement  has  spanned  the 
continent  with  railroad  iron,  made  .his  "everlasting  fortune,"  been 
elected  to  Congress  from  Wyoming,  but  declares  that  he  can  not 
waste  time  in  small  matters  until  he  gets  the  Pacific  Railroad 
done.  We  have  numerous  other  evidences  of  the  esteem  in 
^vhich  our  arniy  is  held,  but  time  forbids  further  allusion  to  them 
this  evening. 

Seventh  Toast: — "To  Me  Memory  of  Ike  Heroic  Dead" 
This  toast  was  to  have  been  responded  to  by  General  James  A. 
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Garfield,  but  he  had  been  prevented  from  being  present,  and  the 
President  called  upon  Colonel  Wilson,  but  he  did  not  respond. 

Up  to  this  time  there  had  been  more  or  less  noise  in  the  hall,  so 
much  in  fact  as  to  seriously  interfere  with  some  of  the  speakers' 
responses  to  the  toasts:  this,  however,  is  not  considered  to  have 
been  willful  or  intended,  as  has  been  stated  and  sent  to  the  country 
through  the  press,  manifestly  to  the  prejudice  of  the  good  name 
of  those  composing  the  banquet.  The  confusion  was  incident  to 
the  condition  of  things,  namely;  First,  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce Hall  is  not  adapted  to  the  purpose  of  speaking,  as  it  gives 
many  reverberations  to  a  strong  voice.  Second,  the  tioise  pro- 
duced bv  waiters  in  bringing  glasses  and  wines  and  in  opening 
the  bottles;  and  third,  the  other  noises  incident  to  the  collection 
of  fifteen  hundred  people  in  a  single  room,  however  large, 
produced  so  much  sotmd  that  speakers  could  with  great  dif- 
ficulty be  heard  to  th;  lower  end  of  the  hall,  which  caused 
many  to  leave  their  seats  and  move  nearer  to  the  speakers  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  hall:  this  again  added  to  the  noise  and  altogether 
produced  a  confusion  that  prevented  the  speakers  from  being 
heard  by  scarcely  any. 

Eighth  Toast: — "  TSc  Army  of  the  Tennessee," 

Response  by  Major-General  John  A.  Logax. 

He  mounted  the  rostrum,  and  stating  that  some  of  the  previous 
speakers  had  not  been  able  to  make  themselves  heard,  requested 
all  to  resume  their  seats,  cease  their  talking  and  be  quiet,  and  all 
the  speakers  could  be  heard  and  would  he  heard  in  regular  order 
of  the  programme,  that  General  Thomas.  General  Wilson  and 
others  would  be  heard,  but  no  infringement  on  the  fixed  pro- 
gramme would  be  recognized.  Here,  upon  the  mention  of 
General  Thomas,  he  was  loudly  called  to  speak,  but  only  said  he 
nor  any  other  gentleman  would  speak  save  in  the  regular  places. 
Some  little  time  elapsed  in  confusion,  but  order  being  finally 
restored.  General  Logan  proceeded,  speaking  as  follows: 

Fellow  Comrades: — ^The  toast,  "The  Army  of  the  Tennessee" 
— The  Army  of  the  Tennessee — the  child  of  patriotism,  born 
amidst  revolution,  came  forth  with  all  the  energy  and  vigor  of 
youth,  without  a  furrow  upon  its  brow  or  a  scar  upon  its  manly 
form;  with  the  flag  of  the   Union,  the  emblem  of  our  unity,  our 
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glory  and  our  strength  in  one  hand,  and  the  sword  of  eternal 
liberty  in  the  other,  upon  the  bended  knee  they  swore  that  this 
land  shonid  be  made  free.  [Applause]  The  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, the  first  to  win  a  victory  that  went  trembling  o'er  the 
wires,  that  gladdened  every  heart  in  this  land,  and  filled  every 
soul  with  joy.  The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  is  without  much 
written  history,  yet  it  has  a  grand  history.  Its  history  was  writ- 
ten from  the  time  it  commenced  its  march  from  Shiloh  to  the  end 
of  the  war  by  the  swords  of  veterans  and  the  blood  of  traitors. 
[Cheers.]  Its  course  was  onward,  its  course  was  upward.  From 
Donclson  to  Shiloh,  from  Shiloh  to  Corinth,  from  Corinth  to 
Vicksbiirg,  and  around  it,  were  many  bloody  battles  fought,  and 
there  the  haters  of  this  glorious  fabric  of  ours  had  their  blood 
drunk  by  the  sands  of  their  soil,  and  at  the  same  time  many,  too, 
of  our  own  patriotic  brothers  breathed  their  last  and  were  remem- 
bered bv  the  relations  of  the  dead.  I  remember  well — but  I  shat) 
not  attempt  to  go  into  details — many  of  the  incidents  of  this  war. 
I  do  remember  one  in  particular,  at  the  battle  of  Baker's  Crt^ek, 
before  Vicksburg  was  invested.  The  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
went  into  battle  against  the  combined  hosts  of  treason,  singing: 

mldenng  in  the  grave. 

On  the  march  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  from  Vicksburg. 
after  forty  days  investment  of  that  proud  stronghold  (where 
many,  I  am  sorry  to  sav,  of  the  flower  of  this  country  were 
mown  down  by  the  enemy,)  we  separated,  a  portion  taking  their 
march  to  Black  river — a  portion  afterward  to  the  Kcncsaw — 
assisting  in  relieving  the  army  of  our  gallant  Thomas  when  so 
hardly  pressed  by  the  enemy. 

From  thence  they  marched  with  Sherman  to  the  sea.  As  I 
said,  they  gained  the  first  great  victory,  and  they  were  in  the  last 
battle  where  the  last  gun  was  fired,  at  Benton's  Cross  Roads. 

The  Army  of  the  Tennessee— no  better  than  other  armies,  but 
equally  as  good.  The  Army  of  the  Tennessee — not  more  valiant 
than  others,  but  equally  as  valiant.  The  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
— with  no  mure  pride  than  others,  but  equally  as  much.  The 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  with  no  more  patriotism  than  others, 
but  equally  as  much.  It  was  an  army,  it  is  to-day  an  army  com- 
posed  of  patriots  left,  who    would    to-morrow    respond    to  the 
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tocsin  of  war  on  the  call  of  our  country  as  freely  as  it  did  at  first. 
[Thunders  of  applause.] 

The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  had  sewral  commanders.  Whj*, 
my  comrades,  you  know,  (and  of  course  you  do,  for  you  were  of 
it,)  that  the  President-elect,  of  whom  all  men  who  are  patriots 
are  proud,  [storms  of  applause,]  was  the  first  commander  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee?  [Cheers.]  You  know  that  tlw  hrave 
and  gallant  Thomas  [cheers]  was  once  a  General  in  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee?  [Cheers,  cheers.]  You  know  that  it  was  com- 
manded by  thegailant  Sherman?  [Thunders  of  applause.]  And 
you  know  it  was  commanded  by  the  Limented  McPherson. 
[Applause,  followed  by  a  dead  silence.]  And  of  him,  permit  me. 
mv  comrades,  to  speak.  His  tongue  is  silent  in  death;  his  bodv 
is  cold.  He  can  speak  not  for  himself.  McPherson,  McPherson 
is  dead;  but  yet  lives  in  the  memory  of  every  man  that  ever 
served  under  him.     [Storms  of  applause.] 

He  was  a  gentleman,  bv  nature  made.  He  was  an  educated 
man,  by  his  country's  gift.  He  was  a  noble  man,  with  his  bosom 
full  of  generosity.  The  milk  of  human  kindness  welled  up  in 
that  frame  of  hi$i,  a  fountain  wide  and  deep.  His  magnanimitv 
was  as  broad  as  the  area  of  his  whole  country.  His  generosity 
had  no  confine,  and  the  gifts  of  his  nature  were  as  bright  and  as 
gleaming  as  the  sun's  beams  at  noon-day.  If  you  want  to  know 
the  correctness  of  the  page  left  by  that  man;  if  you  want  to  know 
the  brightness  of  his  history,  go  and  stand  by  the  tomb  of  Mc; 
Pherson  [applause;]  thSre  wait  until  the  rainbow  shows  itself  in 
the  sky;  then  see  the  rays  of  the  sun  play  across  its  variegated 
hues,  and  fall  upon  the  dew-drop  of  the  velvet  rose  that  there 
grows  upon  his  grave — emblems  of  the  purity  of  his  life.  Upon 
that  scene  cast  your  eyes,  and  then  remember  that  that  is  emblem- 
atical of  the  bright  page  and  reputation  of  that  gallant  soul  that 
is  gone.     [Cheers] 

Now,  my  fellow -comrades,  I  only  speak  of  these  men  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  because  they  come  to  my  mind.  It  bad 
other  noble  men.  All  who  belonged  to  it  were  noble  men,  and  I 
love  them  all.  I  love  that  man  now  prostrated  with  disease  con- 
tracted during  its  manv  fatigues  and  battles — the  man  vou  all  know, 
the  man  of  integrity,  the  man  inspired  with  patriotism,  the  man 
worthy  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  nation.  [Great  applause]  1 
speak  of  John  A.  Rawlins,     [Storms  of  applause.] 
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It  was,  too,  afterward  commanded  by  Howard.  [Cheers.]  He 
has  a  history  in  this  war  going  to  prove  him  that  noble  man  we 
all  know  him  to  be.     [Applause,] 

Of  myself,  who  commanded  tlie  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  I 
shatt  not  speak. 

But,  my  fellow-citizens  and  comrades,  there  are  others  to  be 
mentioned  besides  those  whom  I  have  mentioned.  I  cannot  call 
them  all  by  name,  but  let  me  say  this:  Among  all  our  heroes  of 
our  compatriots  and  brothers-in-arms  and  officers  who  sleep, 
to-day,  the  sleep  that  knows  no  waking,  let  their  memories  be 
fresh  at  all  times,  and  let  them  live  and  be  ever  green  in  the 
recollections  of  us  who  survive  them.  [Cheers.]  But  there  are 
others  still — who  are  they.'  The  poor  but  gallant  soldiers  who 
carried  the  musket!  [Applause.]  That  man  who  carried  the 
knapsack  and  rifle  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  [cheers,]  to 
whom,  to-day,  we  owe  all  the  reputation  we  made. 

He  fought  our  battles;  many  of  them  we  left  behind  as  we 
marched  along,  and  you  all  remember  the  little  mounds  we  used 
to  see,  as  we  marched  along,  dotting  the  place  where  the  private 
soldier  sleeps  forever.  [Cheers.]  'There  are  none  to  speak  for 
them  to-night.  Those  who  are  left  we  love  and  respect,  and  the 
memories  of  those  who  are  dead,  we  revere.  [Applause]  When 
they  passed  away,  though  not  having,  in  the  din  of  battle,  that 
opportunity  of  meeting  their  God  that  others  might  have,  yet,  in 
my  judgment,  their  ascension  robes  were  made  doubly  white  on 
account  of  their  patriotic  devotion,  by  that  God  who  judges  all. 
[Thunders  of  applause.] 

There  is  a  God,  and  whenever  I  hear  anything  said  {as  I  often 
have,)  by  persons  speaking  of  the  merits  of  the  army,  and  of 
those  who  passed  away  without  enjoying  the  privileges  that  are 
accorded  to  men  at  home,  I  remember  what  was  related  by  that 
old  German  poet,  once  upon  a  time,  and  this  is  it. 

"When  God  conceived  the  majestic  idea  of  making  man.  He 
called  the  three  ministers  who  constantly  wait  upon  His  throne 
about  him — Truth,  Justice,  and  Mercy.  He  said,  'Let  us  make 
man.'  Truth  said,  'Oh  God,  make  not  man;  he  will  pollute  Thy 
sanctuary.'  Justice  said,  'Oh  God,  make  not  man:  he  will  trample 
Thy  laws  under  foot.'  But  Mercy,  upon  her  bended  knee,  with 
streaming  eyes,  said,  'Oh  God,  make  man,  cast  him  from  Thy  plas- 
tic hand  on  earth,  and  I  will  guide  him  through  his  life  down  the 
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path  of  time;  I  will  care  for  him  in  all  his  trials,  in  all  his  troubles, 
in  all  his  vicissitudes;  and  when  the  final  day  shall  come  of  ren- 
dering  accounts,  I  will  return  him  to  Thee,  borne  beneath  the 
hollow  of  my  hand,  the  child  of  Mercy  as  Thou  didst  give  him  to 
mc."     [Cheers.]     So  it  is  with  the  patriotic  dead. 

Now,  my  fellow -comrades,  in  conclusion,  let  me  sav  this.  In 
speaking  of  the  army,  the  short  time  that  wc  are  allowed  here  to- 
night (and  as  you  all  know  I  never  make  any  preparation  when 
addressing  you  or  anv  other  body  of  men,  never  writing  a  speech, 
but  always  saying  that  which  comes  to  my  lips),  ["All  the 
better"]  assembled  together  as  we  are,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
the  Army  of  Georgia,  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  the  Army  of  the 
.Cumberland,  and  others  represented  here,  we  can  but  remember 
that  wc  have  been  soldiers,  and  we  are  soldiers  yet!  [applause]  if 
our  country  needs  our  services.  [Cheers.]  Let  us  meet  together 
on  all  occasions  as  soldiers,  as  countrymen.  Let  us  come  together 
in  a  kindly  spirit.  Let  us  do  avtay  v^ith  all  bickering  and  preju- 
dice. Let  us  meet  as  soldiers.  [Applause.]  We  have  fought  for 
one  common  cause,  for  one  common  country,  for  one  common 
flag,  for  one  common  Constitution.  [Cheers.]  And  when  separat- 
ing let  us  separate  in  the  same  way,  with  kindly  feelings  toward  all, 
no  matter  what  our  politics  may  be,  or  what  our  prejudices  may 
be,  or  what  we  may  feel,  or  what  we  may  think.  Let  us,  as  wc 
have  always  done,  renew  our  allegiance  to  the  Government  that 
gave  us  birth,  to  the  flag  that  protected  us  and  the  Constitution 
that  preserved  us.  [Cheers.]  Let  each  and  every  one  of  us  to- 
night register  an  oath  high  up  in  Heaven,  that  each  and  every  star 
upon  the  old  flag,  shining  now  as  brightly  as  the  stars  that  deck 
the  plains  of  Heaven,  shall  always  give  the  same  hght  that  they 
have  given,  that  never  shall  there  be  a  particle  of  their  brightness 
or  their  glory  and  lustre  in  any  way  dimmed,  darkened  or  obscured 
by  the  hand  that  treason  inay  raise  against  this  Government. 
[Storms  of  applause.]  Our  sires  look  down  from  Heaven  and 
Bay  we  freed  a  nation,  yet  have  freed  a  world: 

Above  your  i)i;«dK  in  the  celestial  glee. 

The  bells  of  I  leaven  ring  out  their  jubilee. 

Men  of  the  Array  of  the  Tennessee. 

Now,  my  fellow-comrades,  I  have  said  more  thiin  I  intended  to 
say,  much  more,  and  you  will  kindly  pardon  mc. 
I  thank  you  most  heartily  for  the  kindly  i 
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you  have  listened  to  me,  and  ask  of  you  the  same  consideration  of 
those  who  are  to  follow  me.     [Cheers  and  applause.] 

Ninth  Toast:— "TXe  Widows  and  Orphans  of  our  Fallen 
Comrades." 

Response  by  General  T.  S.  Henderson. 

Comrades: — Of  all  the  memories  of  the  late  rebellion  there  is 
none  so  full  of  sorrow  and  sadness  as  the  memory  of  our  fallen 
comrades,  and  the  widows  and  orphans  left  behind  them.  And 
yet  it  is  one  of  the  pleasing  recollections  of  the  terrible  strife 
through  which  we  have  passed  that  they  have  never  been  forgot- 
ten. Here  to-night,  amid  all  these  festivities,  surrounded  by  all 
the  magnificence  and  splendor  of  this  great  occasion,  and  in  this 
august  presence,  I  am  proud  that  the  loved  ones,  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  those  who  nobly  fought  and  bravely  fell,  and  whose 
graves  were  found  along  the  lines  of  our  many  marches  and 
battles,  are  not  forgotten,  but,  on  the  contrary,  live  in  all  our  mem- 
ories and  share  in  all  our  sympathies.  Comrades,  it  is  one  of  the 
sacred  duties  we  owe  the  gallant  dead  never  to  forget  those  who 
gave  up  their  husbands  and  fathers  to  help  fight  the  battles  and 
win  the  victories  which  have  made  memorable  not  only  our  own 
deeds,  but  our  country's  fame.  What  sacrifices  they  made,  what 
sorrows  they  patiently  bore,  what  painful  anxiety  they  endured 
while  sitting  at  the  window  and  watching  for  the  coming  back  of 
those  they  loved,  but  watched  in  vain,  we  may  never  know,  but 
we  can  commend  them  to  the  sympathy  and  support  of  a  grateful 
and  a  patriotic  people.  We  can  cherish  their  memory  in  all  our 
associations  and  in  all  our  lives.  We  can  bear  to  them  the  consid- 
eration that  their  husbands  and  fathers  nobly  died  while  defending 
the  old  flag,  that  they  gave  up  their  lives  that  the  nation  might 
live.  We  can  tell  them  of  their  gallant  deeds.  We  can  point 
them  to  their  country's  glory.  Above  all,  we  can  preserve  the 
great  free  Government,  the  rich  legacy  bequeathed  to  us  by  our 
fathers,  and  now  made  more  precious  by  the  blood  of  our  fallen 
comi'ades,  as  an  asylum  for  them  and  their  posterity  forever.  And 
this  is  the  richest  reward  we  can  offer  them  for  all  their  sufferings 
and  sacrifices.  As  we  strew  the  graves  of  our  fallen  comrades 
with  flowers,  let  us  invoke  our  country's  richest  and  choicest  bless- 
ings upon  their  widows  and  orphans,  and  may  their  lives  ever  be 
lovely  and  pleasant. 
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Tenth  Toast:—"  The  Army  of  Ike  Cumberland" 
Response  by  Major-Gencral  George  H.  Thomas. 
Fellow-Comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  of 
THE  Ohio,  the  Georgia  and  the  Cumberland: — We  ha%e 
assembled  in  this  city  where  we  have  a  grand  reunion  of  the  four 
armies  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  serve  together  in  the  West, 
where  we  claim  that  we  did  some  good  duty.  [Good.]  To  wind 
lip  these  interesting  proceedings,  we  have  assembled  here  this 
evening  to  unite  together  in  a  social  banquet  to  testify  toward  one 
another  our  fraternal  love,  begotten  amid  hours  of  danger,  and 
when  we  were  attempting    to    discharge   our    whole  duty  to  our 

These  sentiments,  I  know,  arc  fully  felt  by  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland and  the  three  other  armies.  But  as  their  representative 
to-night  I  ^ish  to  express  to  you  again  the  fraternal  feeling  which 
we  hold  toward  all  of  you.  The  kindness  we  have  received,  the 
hospitality  of  the  citizens  of  Chicago,  should  ever  be  remembered 
by  us  as  a  demonstration  of  their  patriotic  feeling.  Therefore,  I 
wish  to  assert,  in  behalf  not  only  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
but  of  the  other  armies  and  societies  here,  our  heartfelt  thanks. 
As  our  time  is  limited,  and  there  are  several  other  speeches  to 
make,  you  must  excuse  me  from  saying  any  more.  I  bid  you 
good-night. 

I  am  requested  now  to  present  a  toast  which  was  expected  from 
me  at  the  close  of  the  regular  toasts  this  evening.  I  give  you 
"  The  Citizens  of  Chicago.  Their  enterprise  is  proverbial,  and 
their  liberality  no  less  so.  The  latter  will  be  long  remembered  by 
the  united  Armies  of  the  Tennessee,  the  Ohio,  the  Cumberland 
and  the  Georgia."     [Cheers.] 

This  sentiment  to  the  "Citizens  of  Chicago"  offered  bv  General 
Thomas,  was  received  with  enthusiastic  cheers,  the  echo  of  the 
feelings  of  those  who  had  such  full  demonstrations  of  the  reality 
of  the  sentiment. 

Eleventh  Toast: — "The  Cavalry  Corps  of  the  Military 
Division  of  the  Mississippi." 

Response  by  General  J.  H.  Wilson,  who  was  unable  to  speak 
by  reason  of  an  affection  of  his  throat.     His  address  reads: 

Comrades: — In  responding  to  the  sentiments  which  you  have 
just  received,   and    which   revives  in   my  mind   so  many  stirring 
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recollections,  it  is  not  mv  intention  to' detain  vou  bv  a  recital  of 
historic  details,  hut  I  should  be  false  to  the  hardy  riders,  who  never 
were  false  to  me  or  to  their  colors,  if  I  failed  in  their  name  to 
return  their  giateful  acknowledgements  for  the  graceful  manner 
in  which  you  have  just  complimented  them. 

It  is  said  that  a  prominent  General  in  the  early  days  of  the 
rebellion  offered  a  reward  for  a  dead  cavalryman;  and,  we  are  al! 
familiar  with  the  derisive  cry,  "Fight  in  the  front!  There  goes 
the  cavalry  to  the  rear!"  I  remember  hearing  it  upon  one  oecasion 
which  may  have  some  significance,  among  the  potent  but  unseen 
influences  which  gave  character  to  the  war.  It  was  on  the  night 
after  the  battle  of  Mission  Ridge,  while  General  Grant,  accom- 
panied by  his  staff  and  orderlies,  were  riding  toward  Chattanooga. 
As  the  cavalcade  dashed  by,  a  division  of  infantry,  pushing  to 
the  front,  made  the  gloomv  forests  of  the  Chickamauga  re-echo 
with  the  old  shout  of  derision.  The  laugh  was  on  their  side  then, 
although  the  joke  had  become  somewhat  threadbare.  Whether 
or  not  this  incident  brought  to  the  mind  of  our  chieftain  a  clearer 
perception  of  the  necessity  for  cavalry  which  should  persistently 
head  and  fight  in  the  other  direction,  I  can  not  say,  but  it  is 
certain  that  the  campaign  about  Chattanooga  led  to  the  selection 
of  a  cavalry  leader  whose  name  will  live  when  that  of  Murat  is 
forgotten — gallant  Phil.  Sheridan.  Since  the  days  of  Mago  who, 
with  his  Numidian  horse,  overthrew  the  chivalry  of  Rome  at. 
Cannie.  no  more  splendid  reputation  has  burst  upon  the  world! 

It  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  selected  for  the  work  laid  out  by 
Sherman  for  the  cavalry  of  his  military  division,  and  hence  I  feel 
it  a  sacred  duty  to  allude  briefly  to  its  principal  features. 

At  Gaylesvillc,  in  October,  1864,  General  Sherman,  in  that  frank 
and  perspicuous  manner  so  characteristic  of  the  man,  unfolded  his 
plans  and  told  me  his  wishes,  turned  over  to  my  command  the 
entire  mounted  force  belonging  to  the  armies  of  the  Cumberland, 
the  Tennessee  and  the  Ohio,  gave  me  unlimited  control  of  this 
splendid  corps,  and  generously  added,  "Do  the  best  you  can  with 
it,  and  if  you  make  any  reputation  out  of  it,  I  will  not  undertake 
to  divide  it  with  you,"  At  that  time  the  bulk  of  this  force  was 
dismounted,  and  parts  of  it  were  scattered  from  Southwestern 
Missouri  to  West  Virginia.  McCook,  Long  and  Kilpatrick  com- 
manded the  three  divisions  from  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland; 
Upton  and  Hatch  the  two  from  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee;  R. 


i.y  Google 


266  ^Proceedings  of  ike  Society 

W.Johnson  that  from  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  and  Knipc.  the  last, 
made  up  principally  of  new  troops  from  Teimchsee  and  Indiana. 
Kilpatrick,  .with  5,033  men  and  most  of  the  horses,  went  down  to 
the  sea  with  Sherman,  while  the  rest  of  the  force  remained  with 
Thomas  to  aid  in  the  work  of  crushing  Hood.  The  official  reports 
have  told  how  Hatch  and  Croxton  kept  watch  and  ward  along  the 
Tennessee  for  the  six  anxious  weeks  previous  to  Hood's  passage  of 
the  river  in  his  Northward  march,  how  they  were  reinforced  by 
Capron  and  Hammond,  and  struggled  to  impede  the  hostile 
advance,  and  how  at  last  Hood  and  Forrest  received  their  first 
defeat  at  Franklin.  You  all  know  how  the  country  was  held  in 
suspense  least  the  rebels  should  press  Northward  and  flank  usoiit 
at  Nashville,  while  our  imperturbable  commander,  secure  in  his 
position  of  strength,  was  gathering  his  force  for  a  final  and  crushing 
blow.  A  cavalry  oflicer  himself,  he  knew  that  cavalry  without 
horses  were  like  sabers  without  hilts,  powerless  for  offense  and 
dangerous  only  to  him  who  holds  it.  He,  therefore,  chose  to  wait 
while  we  gathered  horses.  When  the  day  of  battle  arrived  we 
marched  out  with  12,000  men,  9,000  of  whom  were  mounted  and 
full  of  confidence;  besides  3,000  more  who  had  been  sent  in  pur- 
suit of  Lyon. 

I  shall  not  detain  you  with  the  story  of  Nashville.  Our 
comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  know  how  Hatch, 
Knipe,  Johnson  and  Croxton  burst  through  the  rebel  works, 
wheeling  grandly  to  the  left,  developing  the  hostile  line,  and,  in 
conjunction  with  A.  J.  Smith's  travel-stained  veterans,  supported 
by  those  of  Schofield's  corps,  swept  the  rebel  troops  from  hill  to 
hill,  capturing  prisoners,  guns  and  breastworks,  till  the  darkness 
of  a  wintry  night  checked  their  onward  career.  Mv  comrades 
of  the  cavalry  have  not  forgotten  how  gracefully  the  gallant 
McArthur,  in  admiration  of  their  dashing  assault,  refused  to  contest 
with  them  the  honors  of  having  been  first  to  enter  the  rebel  works 
and  Hrst  to  reach  the  rebel  guns.  That  battle,  with  its  splendid 
rivalry  between  cavalry  and  infantry,  was  woitii  a  life-time  of 
ordinary  service.  No  trooper  went  to  the  rear  that  day  except  on 
a  stretcher  or  in  an  ambulance.  Pushing  forward  the  next  morn- 
ing, wheeling  steadily  toward  Nashville,  Hatch  and  Hammond 
pressed  the  goaded  and  desperate  foe  in  flank  and  rear  till  Hood, 
in  the  agony  of  despair,  wrote  to  Chalmers:  "For  God's  sake 
drive  back  the  Yankee  cavalry,  or  all  is  lost!"     It  was  too  late. 
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lo  muvc  upon  Tuscaloosa,  while  the  main  force,  with  the  impetu- 
ous Upton  in  a<lvnnce,  headed  boldly  for  Selma.  Forrest. 
with  Roddy,  Armstrong  and  Crossland,  were  encountered  at 
Montevallo,  again  at  Randolph  and  Ebenezcr  church,  but  were 
hwcpt  out  of  the  way  like  chafi"  before  the  whirlwind.  March- 
ing twenty-five  and  thirty  miles  a  day,  with  constant  fighting, 
was  a  poor  day's  work.  On  the  2nd  of  April,  Selma,  the  last 
Southern  Ktronghold,  was  carried  by  storm.  Thirty-two  field  guns, 
^K)0  men  and  horses,  and  targe  quantities  of  valuable  militarv 
property  fell  into  our  hands,  while  Forrest  and  his  Generals  suc- 
ceeded in  escaping  under  cover  of  night  by  leaving  their  followers 
to  their  fate.  I  can  not  do  justice  to  the  knightly  gallantry  dis- 
played upon  that  occasion  by  Long,  Minty,  Miller,  and  their 
devoted  troupers.  The  chivalry  of  Spain,  in  their  palmiest  davs, 
never  excelled  it.  The  field  over  which  they  advanced  was  as 
level  and  unimpeded  as  this  floor,  and  was  swept  in  all  directions 
by  the  fire  of  sixteen  guns.  The  works  which  they  carried  were 
a  strong  bastioncd  line,  covered  by  a  deep  moat,  and  still  farther 
out  by  a  stockade  five  and  a  half  feel  high.  The  attacking  force 
was  1,550  men  and  officers,  in  single  line,  faltered  not.  but.  relying' 
upon  their  trusty  Spencers,  dashed  forward  without  a  waver, 
»-caled  the  stockade  as  boys  play  leap-frog,  poured  into  the  ditch 
and  clambered  over  the  parapet  defended  by  a  force  numerically 
greater  than  their  own. 

Long,  Miller,  McCormack,  Briggs  and  Dobbs,  with  over  two 
himdred  of  their  comrades,  were  stricken  down;  but  Selma  was 
ours,  and  "fairly  won."  Pausing  only  long  enough  to  bridge  the 
swollen  Alabama,  we  pushed  forward  toward  Montgomerv,  rais- 
ing the  starry  flag  over  the  first  capital  of  the  Confederacy. 
Destroying  the  cotton,  boating  and  military  stores,  we  continued 
our  hurrying  march  toward  the  Chattaboochie,  La  Grange  cap- 
turing Fort  Tyler  at  West  Point,  and  Upton  the /c/e  tie  po/ii  at 
Columbus.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  these  actions  were  never 
surpassed  for  audacity  and  resolution.  The  attack  on  Columbus 
was  made  after  9  o'clock  at  night.  Upton,  assisted  by  Winslow, 
Noble  and  Benton,  led  his  300  hundred  chosen  troops,  dismounted, 
elbow  to  elbow,  like  "Grenadiers  of  the  Guard,"  straight  against 
the  breastwork  that  barred  his  road,  and  although  3,000  rebel 
infantry  and  52  guns,  throwing  all  kinds  of  missile,  did  all  in  their 
power  to  hold  them  at  bay,  he  swept  everything   before   hiin. 
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Even  the  bridges  and  the  very  guns  for  their  defense,  were  cap- 
tured before  the  bewildered  rebels  could  retreat  bevond  them. 
The  assault  upon  Fort  Tjler  was  scarcely  less  remarkable, although 
it  was  made  by  daylight.  When  it  is  considered  that  the  ditches 
of  this  work  were  impassable,  that  three  bridges,  on  three  sides 
of  the  works,  were  laid,  and  each  of  them  used  by  columns  which 
crossed  the  rebel  parapets  almost  simultaneously,  it  will  bo 
acknowledged  that  both  officers  and  men  had  passed  by  the  days 
of  half-measures  in  warfare,  and  were  equal  to  any  emergency. 
Night  fighting  is  the  crucial  test  of  discipline,  and  it  is  no  more 
than  justice  to  say  that  Cromwell's  Ironsides  could  not  have 
withstood  it  better  than  did  Upton's  Division  at  Columbus.  The 
cavalry  learned  there,  at  Selma  and  Nashville,  one  of  the  greatest 
lessons  in  warfare;  that  there  is  no  cover  so  good  as  darkness, 
and  no  protection  so  complete  as  resolute  courage  in  times  of 
great  peril;  that  caution  is  the  virtue  of  prosperity,  but  audacitv 
_  that  of  great  emergencies. 

We  tarried  at  Columbus  thirty-si.v  hours,  burning  and  destroy- 
ing, while  the  advance  guard  opened  the  road  to  Central  Georgia. 
Next,  Macon,  with  its  garrison  of  Major-Generals  and  militia,  fell 
an  unresisting  prize  into  our  hands.  A  few  days  thereafter, 
Croxton,  who  by  a  series  of  masterly  marches  had  outwitted 
Jackson,  burned  Tuscaloosa,  and  fought  Adams  near  Eutaw, 
making  a  wide  sweep  to  the  northward  and  eastward,  rejoined 
us  in  the  heart  of  Georgia,  where  we  were  stopped  by  something 
more  difficult  than  rebel  lines  to  break.  I  refer  to  the  armistice 
which  preluded  peace.  I  need  not  explain  to  an  assembly  of  sol- 
diers that  there  were  sad  hearts  among  us  that  day — sad  and  glad 
ones  too — for  while  wc  all  rejoiced  as  good  citizens  that  the  war 
was  ended,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  our  columns  were  moving 
toward  Virginia  at  the  rate  of  forty  miles  a  day,  and  that  we  had 
hoped  within  twenty  days  to  unite  our  forces  with  those  of 
Sheridan,  and  to  measure  our  metal  with  his  in  patriotic  rivalry- 
Hut  the  last  battle  had  been  fought,  and  there  was  nothing  left  for 
us  but  to  gather  in  the  fruits  of  our  victory.  Learning  from  rebel 
sources  that  Davis  was  a  fugitive,  and  believing  that  he  would  be 
restrained  by  neither  armistice  nor  capitulation,  we  took  possession 
of  railroad  and  telegraph  lines,  sent  scouts  throughout  Northern 
Georgia,  and  detachments  to  all  important  points  between  Mari- 
etta and    St.    Marks.     With    Upton   at    Augusta,   Alexander   at 
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Coosii,  Winslow  at  Allunta,  Miiity  antl  Croxton  at  Macon  and 
iilong  the  line  of  the  Ocmulgce.  with  detachments  un  the  Chatta- 
huochic  and  Flint,  iind  McCuok  at  Tallahassee,  we  barred  all  doors 
and  palrolk'd  all  rouds  lea<Ung  to  the  Kuuth  and  west.  The  first 
information  of  Davis'  movements  was  obtained  from  a  rebel 
citizen  who  had  seen  him  at  Salisbury;  but  this  \%'as  soon  supple- 
mented and  confirmed  bv  the  untiring  zeal  of  LJeutcnant  George 
O.  Yeoman.  Acting  Inspcctor-Oeneral  of  Alexander's  brigade. 
This  gallant  young  officer  with  a  detachment  of  twenty  men,  all 
disguised  as  rebels,  joined  Davis'  escort  near  the  Savannah  river, 
and  by  sending  in  couriers  kept  his  commanding  officers  informed 
of  all  the  movements  of  the  rebel  chieftain.  It  was  upon  this 
information  that  Croxton  and  Minly  were  directed  to  select  their 
best  regiments,  the  one  to  march  eastward  to  the  Oconee,  and  the 
other  to  march  southeastward  along  the  Ocmulgec.  The  story  of 
the  pursuit  and  capture  has  been  told  in  detail.  You  have  heard 
how  Harnden,  with  the  ist  Wisconsin  cavalry,  struck  the  trail  at 
Dublin — thanks  to  the  information  given  by  a  colored  man — and 
how  the  Colonel  and  his  men  followed,  without  food  or  forage, 
for  three  days  and  nights,  through  swamps,  morass  and  forests, to 
the  neighborhood  of  Irwinsville.  all  the  time  gaining  upon  the 
fugitives,  and  all  the  time  becoming  more  firmly  convinced  that 
he  was  on  the  right  track;  how  Pritchard,  with  the  4th  Michigan, 
crossed  the  trail  at  Abbeville,  and  after  skirting  the  Ocmulgee 
several  miles  further,  turned  also  toward  Irwinsville:  and  how,  in 
the  gray  of  dawn  on  the  loth  of  May,  his  troopers  captured  the 
President  of  the  so-called  Southern  Confederacy,  not  booted  and 
spurred,  with  his  visor  down,  but  struggling  ungracefully  in  the 
encumbering  garb  of  woman.  What  an  ignoble  and  pitiful  end  i* 
What  more  ignolde  slain  could  the  gallows  fix  upon  such  a  man? 
How  wisely  Providence  ordered  events!  At  that  hour  the  coun- 
try was  overwhelme<l  with  sorrow  for  the  untimely  death  of  the 
beloved  Lincoln;  the  colors  of  the  nation  were  draped  in  black, 
and  sadness  had  driven  the  smile  from  e\-ery  countenance,  when, 
lo!  the  news  of  Davis'  capture,  in  disguise,  flashed  across  the 
wires,  and  spread  with  lightning  spee<l.  The  effect  was  magical; 
it  was  the  farce  after  the  tragedy,  and  a  laugh  of  derision  followed 
the  wail  of  mourning. 

During  six  months  of  almost  constant  marching  and  fighting^ 
between   the  Ohio  river,  the  Gulf   of   Mexico,  the   Mississippi 
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and  the  Atlantic,  these  troopers  never  went  round  a  pluce  tlicy 
should  have  gone  through.  They  justly  claim  that  they  never  got 
within  sight  of  a  gun  that  they  did  not  take,  whether  posted  in 
the  open  field,  behind  breastworks,  or  beyond  streams:  thai  they 
never  made  a  charge  which  failed,  and  never  lost  a  bridge  of  their 
own,  nor  permitted  the  enemy  to  burn  one  over  which  he  was 
retreating.  They  captnred  nearly  15,000  prisoners,  thirty-two 
stands  of  colors,  five  fortified  cities  and  280  guns.  They  burned, 
or  helped  the  rebels  to  burn  250,000  bales  of  cotton;  destroyed 
railroads,  bridges,  cars,  locomotives,  foundries,  ship-yards,  factories 
and  military  stores,  as  long  as  they  could  find  them  to  destroy; 
after  the  surrender  they  paroled  59,000  rebel  soldiers  belonging  to 
the  armies  of  Lee,  Johnston  and  Beauregard,  and  arrested  the 
Postmaster  General,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Vice-President  and 
President  of  the  Confederacy,  and  would  have  probably  taken 
many  more  had  not  the  Davis"  Cabinet  been  limited  by  law. 

When  the  war  ended,  the  seven  divisions  numbered  35,000  men 
for  duty;  the  three  divisions  under  my  immediate  command,  14,000, 
exclusive  of  three  full  reghnents  of  colored  troops,  recruited  and 
organised,  clothed  with  rebel  uniforms  and  armed  with  rebel 
rifles,  while  on  the  march.  They  had  23,000  head  of  horses  and 
mules,  were  provided  with  three  excellent  batteries  of  horse  artil- 
lery, among  which  were  Robinson's  Chicago  Board  of  Trade 
Battery,  and  Battery  "M"  and  "1"  of  the  Fourth  United  States 
Artillery;  they  were  fully  provided  with  arms  and  ammunition, 
and  in  every  way  justified  the  praise  of  General  Sherman, 
when  he  said,  "they  were  the  largest  and  best  equipped  body  of 
mounted  troops  that  ever  fell  under  his  commnud."  Thev  were 
equal  to  any  duty  which  could  have  been  required  of  them,  except 
that  of  lying  .still  in  an  eneiny's  country.  Motion  was  the  first  law  of 
their  existence,  as  well  as  the  principal  component  in  the  measure 
of  their  utility;  they  required  all  the  surplus  product  of  one  county 
to  support  them  one  day.  I  believe  that  the  best  cavalry  is  the 
beat  infantry  mounted,  and  that  mass  or  numbers,  into  the  square 
of  the  velocity  with  which  either  can  go,  is  the  true  measure  of  its 
working  capacity.  Forrest  came  near  the  secret  of  cavalry,  and, 
in  fact,  of  all  warfare  if  there  is  any  secret,  when  he  said  to  one 
of  my  officers:  "Tell  General  Wilson  that  I  do  not  know  much 
about  tactics,  but  I  would  give  more  for  fifteen  minutes  of  the 
bulge  on  him  than  for  three  days  of  tactics."     I  am  glad  to  say 
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that  we  never  gitvc  him  fifteen,  nor  five,  nor  one  minute,  but  went 
for  him  all  the  lime. 

Neither  the  country  or  the  army  appreciated  the  divis^ion, 
brigade  unil  regimental  cuiiimaiidcrs  of  the  cavalry  corps  at  their 
real  worth.  There  were  men  among  them  fit  for  any  command 
that  could  have  been  given  them,  and,  as  a  class,  they  were  as 
gallant  and  capable  as  ever  drew  saber  or  wore  uniform.  It  will 
always  be  regretted  for  their  fame  that  the  war  did  not  last  six 
months  longer.  They  were,  with  fe\v  exceptions,  not  yet  turned 
of  thirty.  Upton,  Alexander,  Winslow,  Croxton,  La  Grange. 
Watkins,  Murry,  Palmer,  Kitchell,  Xoble,  Benteen,  Young  and 
Kclty  were  of  the  younger  set,  while  McCook.  Minty,  Long,  Kil- 
patrick,  Hatch,  Kntpe.  Coon,  R.  W.Johnson,  Hammond,  Cooper, 
McCormack,  G.  M.  L.  Johnson,  Atkins.  Spaulding,  Pritchard, 
Miller,  Harrison,  Biggs.  Vail,  Israel  Garrard  and  Frank  White 
were  somewhat  older,  though  still  possessing  the  sinews  of  youth. 
Our  gray  beards,  and  we  had  but  few,  were  Harnden,  as  steady  as 
Burley  of  Balfour,  and  Egglcston,  the  type  of  those  who  rode  with 
Cromwell  in  Marston  Moor.  The  rank  and  file  were  veterans  in 
service,  but  young  in  years,  and  1  can  aver  with  truthfulness 
that  I  never  saw  their  superiors  for  endurance,  self-reliance  and 
pluck.  After  they  were  massed  at  Nashville  they  believed  them- 
selves invincible.  When  armed  with  Spencers  it  was  their  boast 
that,  elbow  to  elbow,  dismounted  and  in  single  line,  nothing  could 
withstand  their  charge.  "Only  cover  our  flanks,"  said  Miller 
before  Selma,  "and  nothing  can  stop  us!"  In  conclusion,  it  is  my 
duty  to  add  that  I  never  saw  one  of  them  skulk  before  battle,  or 
sneak  to  the  rear  after  the  action  began.  They  seemed  to  know 
by  instinct  when  the  enemy  might  be  encountered,  and  the  only 
strife  among  them  was  to  see  who  should  be  first  in  the  onset. 
With  a  corps  of  such  men,  the  more  the  better,  properly  mounted, 
armed  and  organized,  nothing  is  impossible  except  defeat. 

The  clangor  of  war  is  over  and  quiet  reigns  throughout  the  land, 
our  chargers  are  converted  into  plow  horses,  our  guidons  are 
folded  tenderly  away,  our  carbines  and  sabers  hang  rusty  on  the 
wall,  our  ranks  are  broken,  and  our  troopers  side  by  side  gathering 
the  victories  of  peace.  The  fire  of  patriotism  yet  burns  brightly 
in  their  bosoms,  and  should,  perchance,  the  bugles  sound  "to  arms," 
they  will  rally  to  their  standards  and  charge  again  for  country, 
God  and  victory! 
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Music  by  the  band: — "Johnny  Comes  Marching  Home." 
Twelfth  Toast: — "The  Army  of  the  Mississippi." 
Response  by  Major-General  John  Pope. 

Mb.  President  and  Gentlemen: — As  this  is  a  reunion  of 
officers  belonging  to  organizations  of  Western  troops,  as  tliey 
stood  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  as  I  have  not  the  honor  to  be  a 
member  of  either,  I  had  expected  that  I  would  be  permitted  to 
remain  a  silent  guest,  and  avail  myself  of  the  privilege  which 
your  kindness  and  courtesy  have  conferred,  to  listen  to  the 
addresses  of  the  distinguished  officers  who  have  spoken,  and  to 
renew  with  many  of  yon  the  pleasant  social  intercourse  which 
separation  has  so  long  obstructed.  The  toast  just  given,  and  the 
call  iipon  me,  admonish  me  that  more  is  expected,  and  I  have  not 
the  privilege,  even  had  I  the  inclination,  to  refuse  to  respond.  Of 
all  the  armies  here  represented,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  is  the 
oldest  in  3'ears  and  organization.  But  two  others  had  birth  at  the 
same  time,  and  stood  side  by  side  with  that  army  at  the  siege  of 
Corinth. 

These  two  armies  were  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  and  the  Army 
of  the  Mississippi.  General  Buell,  the  able  soldier  who  organ- 
ized and  commanded  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  during  its  whole 
existence,  (an  army  noted  in  its  day  for  its  organization,  its 
dicipline,  and  its  efficiency,)  is  not  here  present,  to  speak  in  fitting 
terms  in  its  honor;  but  General  Thomas,  the  most  renowned  of 
its  soldiers,  whose  name  and  fame  arc  inseparably  connected 
with  it  and  its  successor,  {the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,)  sits  on 
my  right,  and  is,  no  doubt,  both  ready  and  willing  to  respond 
in  its  behalf.  Of  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi,  which  it  is  my 
highest  honor  to  have  organized  and  commanded,  it  seems  appro- 
priate that  I  should  say  something,  and  I  trust  you  will  bear  with 
me  if  I  seem  extravagant  in  the  few  remarks  which  I  shall  make. 
The  official  hfe  of  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi  was  not  long 
enough  to  inscribe  on  its  banners  "New  Madrid,"  "Island  No.  10," 
and  "Corinth,"  "Second  Corinth,"  and  "luka,"  but  long  enough 
to  bear  in  its  rolls  such  names  as  Schuyler  Hamilton,  C.  S.  Ham- 
ilton, Blumm,  and  Kilby  Smith;  long  enough  to  give  to  the  armies 
of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  such  renowned  soldiers  as 
Rosecrans,  Sheridan,  Stanley,  Mower,  Granger,  Case,  Palmer, 
Elliott,   Noyes,  Fuller,  Sprague,  Wager  Swayne,  Morgan;    and 
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many  others;  long  enough  to  contribute  to  these  annies  (mainlv 
to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,)  some  of  their  best  and  most  dis- 
tinguished regiments.  An  organization  which  gave  such  deeds  and 
such  soldiers  to  the  country  should  not  be  suffered  to  be  forgotten 
amongst  men,  and  I  esteem  it  a  privilege  that  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot 
to  recall  to  remembrance  its  brilliant  record.  Of  the  pain  and 
reluctance  with  which  1  found  myself  separated  from  that  army 
in  the  midst  of  its  sutcessful  career,  by  orders  which  I  could 
not  resist,  and  of  what  afterward  befell,  it  perhaps  does  not 
become  tne  to  speak,  except  to  say  that  in  times  of  trial  and  mis- 
conception, confronted  by  difficulties  which  the  country  seems  yet 
not  to  comprehend,  1  was  strengthened  to  endurance  bv  the 
knowledge  conveyed  in  a  thousand  assurances  that  the  sympathy 
and  confidence  of  that  army  went  with  me  through  all.  But  a 
few  months  after  the  evacuation  of  Corinth  the  organization  of 
the  Army  of  the  Mississippi  was  broken  up.  and  its  commanders 
and  its  regiments  absorbed  in  the  armies  of  the  Tennessee  and 
Cumberland.  From  that  day  their  fortunes  were  identified 
with  those  armies,  in  the  great  campaigns  which  swiftly  followed, 
in  their  toils  and  perils,  in  their  victories  and  in  their  fame,  the 
old  regiments  of  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi  bore  their  full  part 
and  have  their  full  share;  but  1  do  not  doubt,  indeed  I  know,  that 
men  now  assembled  here  to  recall  and  to  enjoy  the  remembrance  of 
their  later  achievements  and  the  fame  of  their  latest  army  organ- 
izations, they  look  back  with  affection  to  the  Army  of  the 
Mississippi  and  remember  with  pride  and  pleasure  Its  brilliant 
history.  The  war  of  the  rebellion  with  all  its  brilliant  deeds  and 
its  heroic  sacrifices,  has  been  consigned  to  history,  and  its  vivid 
impressions  are  fast  fading  from  the  minds  of  men.  It  seems 
eminently  proper,  then,  that  the  gallant  soldiers  who  played  their 
part  in  this  great  war,  and  to  whom  the  Government  to-day  stands 
indebted  for  its  life,  should  meet  together  from  time  to  time  to 
keep  alive  the  memories  of  past  achievements  and  the  cordial 
brotherhood  which  binds  them  together.  But  let  us  hope  that  the 
next  reunion  of  Western  armies  may  embrace  all  those  who  at 
any  time  served  in  the  armies  of  the  West.  Let  us  remember  the 
many  gallant  officers  wounded  at  Belmont,  Donelson,  and  Shiloh; 
at  Pea  Ridge,  at  Island  No.  lo,  at  Corinth,  and  at  Perryville,  and 
because  of  their  wounds  were  never  able  to  rejoin  their  commands. 
Let  us'be  mindful  of  the  memory  of  the  many  officers  separated 
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at  an  early  day  from  the  Western  armies  by  orders  or  other  cir- 
cumstances which  they  could  not  control.  Let  us  recollect  the 
numerous  and  widely -dispersed  forces  serving  in  Missouri  and 
Arkansas  who  played  their  part  manfully  in  the  field  to  which 
they  were  assigned.  None  of  these  belong  to  the  army  organiza- 
tions here  represented,  and  yet  there  is  not  one  of  them  who  did 
not  feel  an  equal  interest  in  the  career  of  the  Western  armies,  and 
does  not  feel  an  equal  pride  in  their  glorious  achievements.  Not 
as  guests,  but  as  members  in  full  brotherhood,  these  men  should 
be  welcomed  at  any  future  reunion  of  the  armies  of  the  West, 
The  cordial  harmony  and  the  earnest  good  feeling  so  plainly  man- 
ifested among  the  large  number  of  officers  who  have  taken  part 
in  this  reunion,  sufficiently  demonstrate  that  neither  widely 
separated  homes,  diversity  of  pursuits,  nor  differences  of  political 
opinion,  have  sufficed  to  weaken  the  strong  friendships  formed  in 
stirring  scenes  of  war,  and  cemented  by  so  much  glory  and  so 
much  grief.  It  is  to  this  feeling  of  personal  regard  among  the 
members  of  the  great  armies  which  have  so  lately  been  absorbed 
into  the  bosom  of  the  people,  that  we  are  indebted  for  much 
of  our  immunity  from  personal  and  political  bitterness  and  distrust, 
and  as  these  great  armies  once  saved  the  hfe  of  this  nation  by  the 
power  of  their  arms,  it  is  bv  no  means  improbable  that  they  may 
yet  preserve  it  from  further  civil  strife  and  convulsion  through 
the  InHuence  of  the  personal  attachment  and  confidence  formed 
during  the  war,  and  strengthened  and  perpetuated  by  the  army 


Thirteenth  Toast: — "Owr  Sister  Armies  of  the  East,  Ike 
South,  the  Gulf,  and  the  Frontier'^ 

Response  by  General  T.  C.  Fletcher. 

Comrades: — Their  fame  is  enrolled  in  the  capitol;  their  deeds 
are  preserved  in  the  records  of  the  events  of  the  time,  and  the 
glory  they  shed  upon  American  arms  will  grow  brighter  and 
brighter  as  time  shall  reveal  all  the  causes  which  contributed  to 
our  final  victory,  and  history  shall  collect  them  for  the  Army  of 
the  East.  Its  fame  cannot  be  added  to  by  any  proceeding  here, 
extolling  the  part  they  bore  in  the  conflict  for  Liberty  and  Union. 
The  Army  of  the  East  first  taught  the  people  of  the  South  to 
respect  the  people  of  the  North,  and  exploded  their  theory  of  one 
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of  them  being  equal  in  fight  to  five  of  the  men  of  the  Xorth. 
The  Army  of  the  East  first  exhibited  in  highest  degree  the  per- 
sistence and  power  of  endurance  which  afterwards  distinguished 
the  American  soldier  over  the  soldiers  of  modern  times.  Defeated, 
crushed,  hurled  back,  bleeding  and  broken,  they  rallied  again  and 
again,  and  successive  leaders  took  them  back  again  to  fight  the 
bravest  and  best  of  the  troops  of  the  South.  Brave  and  true, 
with  faith  in  God  and  the  justice  of  their  cause,  they  went  again 
and  again  to  the  fight  until  victory  was  theirs.  Roman  and  Grecian 
heroism  will  fail  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  generations  of  the 
future  time,  when  put  beside  the  deeds  of  the  Army  of  the  East. 
They  ask  no  eulogy  from  me,  and  claim  no  toil  of  elocution.  And 
our  sister  Army  of  the  South.'  Who  shall  attempt  to  do  the  use- 
less task  of  weaving  a  wreath  of  rhetoric  above  or  about  the 
chaplet  of  glory  with  which  it  crowned  itself  in  the  contest  with 
climate  and  disease,  as  well  as  with  a  strong,  well  organized, 
desperate  and  well  supplied  enemy  in  his  own  locality.  The 
history  is  written,  and  we  who  were  actors  in  the  great  general 
struggle  for  liberty,  need  only  leave  with  it  our  testimony  as  to 
its  truth.  When  exultation  gives  place  to  the  calmer  enjoyment 
of  the  results  of  great  achievements,  then  all  the  means  which 
contributed  to  the  final  success  are  looked  for  and  appreciated. 
The  history  of  a  nation  is  usually  but  the  story  of  its  wars;  the 
first  version,  what  the  armies  say  of  themselves,  the  later  one, 
what  they  say  of  each  other.  We  need  not  wait  for  the  reasoning 
and  philosophical  study  of  the  coming  time  to  trace  out  the  deeds 
of  our  Army  of  the  Frontier  and  to  speculate  as  to  its  importance 
in  the  causes  which  contributed  to  the  grand  results  of  the  war 
for  Liberty  and  Union.  The  Armies  of  the  Tennessee,  Cumber- 
land, Ohio  and  Georgia  lead  it  here  by  the  hand  as  a  sister  to  the 
very  presence  of  the  future,  and  before  witnesses  whose  name 
and  fame  will  outlive  that  of  Ciesar  and  Bonaparte  and  fade  from 
freedom's  scroll  only  with  the  name  of  Washington — they  proclaim 
our  Army  of  the  Frontier  full  sharer  of  their  glory.  Though 
comparatively  few  in  their  numbers,  they  were  strong  in  their 
faith,  and  with  heroic  hand  wrote,  "the  fiery  gospel  in  rows  of 
burnished  steel"  all  over  the  prairies  and  along  the  river  shores 
where  the  hand  of  the  savage  wielded  the  seal  ping- knife  in  Con- 
federate service  for  the  cause  of  slavery  and  rebellion,  and  where 
superior  forces  opposed  and  lurking  foes  did  foul  murder  in  the 
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name  of  war,  through  the  valley  dark  with  the  terror  and  blood 
of  neighborhood  deadly  strife,  they  led  the  patriot  citizen  up  to 
the  inspiring  heights  of  a  new  hope.  Tradition,  story  and  song 
will  hand  down  to  the  posterity  of  the  brave  and  noble  Union 
men  of  Southwestern  Missouri  and  Northern  Arkansas  the  names 
and  memory  of  our  Army  of  the  Frontier,  and  on  the  smoke- 
dried  cottage  wall  will  smile  their  pictures  brave  and  bright.  They 
made  historic  the  hills  and  prairies  and  fords  where  they  met  the 
enemy,  at  Cane  Hill,  Prairie  Grove,  Bentonville,  and  in  numberless 
engagements  they  bore  the  flag  in  triumph,  kept  over  twenty-five 
thousand  of  the  enemy  constantly  employed,  and  made  continued 
marches,  the  rapidity  and  heroism  of  which  were  not  exceeded  in 
the  war.  The  gallant  little  army  went  in  its  greatest  proportions, 
like  its  distinguished  leaders  Schofield,  Herron  and  Blunt,  to  win 
new  glory  on  other  fields,  in  other  army  organizations,  and  to  join 
the  swelling  tide  that,  under  Providence,  was  directed  by  Grant 
and  Sherman  in  the  course  that  swept  away  the  Confederacy. 

Song  by  the  Glee  Club; — "America" 

Fourteenth  Toast; — "T'Ae  MW  cithens  who  sustained  us 
at  home  v:hile  vie  fought  the  enemy  at  thefrontT 

Response  by  Major-General  R.J.  Oglesby. 

Soldiers; — The  loyal  citizens  who  sustained  us  at  home  while 
■we  fought  the  enemy  at  the  front,  are  listening  with  silent  and 
attentive  ear  to  what  shall  be  said  here  to-night  by  our  gallant 
soldiers.  In  the  presence  of  the  soldiers  of  the  repubhc;  in  the 
presence  of  this  august  assemblage  of  our  national  and  patriotic 
brotherhood,  the  loyal  people  have  no  report  to  make,  except  to 
say,  God  bless  the  noble  soldiers  who  saved  the  life  of  the  land. 
(^Great  applause.]  Outside  of  these  walls  to-night  there  is  peace, 
quiet,  silence  and  dignity,  bv  a  proud,  cautious,  prudent,  well- 
behaved  people.  [Cheers  and  cries  of  "good."]  How  proud  our 
people  are  of  the  good  men  assembled  here  to-night,  who  have 
offered  their  lives  for  the  salvation  of  our  country,  covered  and 
protected  by  all  these  tattered  battle-worn  flags  that  hang  around 
this  very  room.  [Great  applause.]  In  the  name  of  that  loyal 
people  we  will  not  speak  when  you  are  present.  In  the  name- 
of  that  loyal   people  that  will  be   ever  silent  when   our  noble 
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Eoldiers  are  about  to  speak,  let  mc  say  that  one  and  all  of  you,  from 
the  private  soldier  way  up  to  the  commander-in-chief,  bear  you 
constantly  and  afTectionatcty  about  their  hearts.  Thus  responding 
for  the  loyal  masses;  thus  speaking  briefly  for  every  man,  woman 
and  child  of  the  grand  old  republic.  I  bid  vou  welcome,  and  I 
bid  j-on  farewell.  [Great  applause  and  three  cheers  for  General 
Ogles  by.] 

Fifteenth  Tok9.t.— "The  Loyal  Women  of  the  United  States:" 

Response  by  Colonel  J.  M.  Brown. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Comrades  ok  the  Grand  Armies: — 
The  toast  just  proposed  deserves  an  abler  respondent  than  I  can 
hope  lo  be.  It  is  our  recognition  of  the  heroism,  the  loyalty  and 
the  self-sacrifice  of  the  women  of  America,  who  gave  to  the 
country  all  that  thev  hold  dearest.  If  absolute  loyaltv  i^*  lo  be 
honored;  if  the  love  of  country  and  the  abnegation  of  self  is  to 
be  approved  and  reverenced  by  us;  if  disinterested  labor  and  sac- 
rifice that  counted  not  the  cost,  is  worthy  the  gratitude  of  truly 
grateful  hearts,  then  are  the  women — the  loyal  mothers,  wive* 
and  sisters  of  our  comnton  country — those  whom  we,  the  soldiers 
of  the  republic,  in  our  hour  of  reunion,  should  honor  ^vith  the 
truest,  the  sincercst  gratitude  of  soldiers'  hearts.  What  sacrifice 
on  the  country's  altar  was  more  dearly  purchased  than  the  life  of 
the  husband,  who  left  his  widow  desolate?  What  can  comfort 
the  heart  of  her  whose  only  boy  died  that  the  nation  might  live? 
Who  can  count  the  tears  of  her  whose  hope  in  the  coming  years 
■  poured  out  his  blood  that  the  tree  of  our  liberties  might  be 
watered  therewith.  If  we  who. survive  feel  the  moistening  eye 
and  the  thickening  thirst  as  wc  recall  the  names  and  features  of 
our  comrades  who  have  gone  before,  how  ever  present  the  sorrow 
of  those  whose  staff  and  hope  has  departed,  whose  joys  and 
whose  loves  lie  buried  in  a  bloody  grave.  Sir,  we  made  our  sac- 
rifices. We  marched  and  bivouaced.  We  fought.  We  triumphed. 
For  us  there  is  the  consolation  of  victory  gloriously  earned.  We 
who  survive  find  in  these  reunions,  and  in  our  country's  approval, 
the  reward  of  our  trials,  our  dangers  and  our  hardships.  But  the 
loyal  women  of  the  United  States  have  no  rewards  that  find  their 
expression  in  occasions  hke  this.  Theirs  was  for  each  an  indi- 
vidual devotion;  the  sorrow  of  each  was  her  own  burden  of  grief. 
We    who    have    fought    this    fight    well    know    the    power    that 
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s  aid  lent  to  the  fallen  Confederacy.  We  have  seen  too 
often  how  female  resolution  supported  the  failing  spirits  of  the 
disheartened  Confederate,  We  have  seen  how  woman's  power 
was  potent  against  the  right,  and  how  men,  in  a  wrong  cause, 
were  nerved  by  it.  But  we  have  all  of  us  seen  as  well  the  power 
of  loyal  woman's  influence.  All  of  us  have  felt  the  animating 
spirit  of  the  wives  and  mothers  and  sisters  who  gave  their  dear 
ones  to  the  country,  and  whose  zeal  flagged  not  while  the  country 
was  imperiled.  Who  is  there  here  of  all  the  great  armies  who 
does  not  recall  with  tenderest  memories  the  blessing  of  her  who 
sent  him  forth  to  do  battle  for  the  right?  Have  we  not  abundant 
cause  to  thank  "the  loyal  women  of  the  United  States"  that  we 
entered  the  conflict  strong  in  heart,  and  persevered  to  the  glorious 
end?  But  the  loyal  woman's  mission  did  not  end  with  the  gift  of 
husband,  or  son,  or  brother  to  the  republic.  Her  care  and  prayer 
were  constant  and  eflicacious.  The  whole  world  stood  amazed  at 
the  prodigies  of  benevolence  wrought,  through  woman's  hand,  by 
our  unparalelled  Sanitary  Commission.  The  blessings  distributed 
by  that  benign  charity  are  only  known  to  us,  fellow -soldiers,  who 
saw  and  shared  in  the  hospital  the  bounties  which  our  loyal 
women,  with  laboring  hearts  and  open  hands,  so  freely  furnished. 
To  the  loyal  women  of  ouf  country,  then,  let  us  give  the  praise 
which  every  soldier's  heart  feels  to  be  justly  their  due.  Their 
patriotism  first  sent  husbands,  sons  and  brothers  to  the  national 
armies;  their  love  and  devotion  followed  us  in  our  campaigns  and  in 
battle;  their  care  was  ever  vigilant  for  us  when  sick  and  wounded; 
their  prayers  ever  a.scended  to  heaven  for  our  safety  and  for  the 
right. 

Music  by  the  Band: — '■'Home,  Sweet  Home." 

Sixteenth  Toast;— "TXc  Armies  of  Ike  Republic,  in  War 
and  in  Peace.  The  rebellion  called  them  into  existence,  its  over- 
throw converted  their  swords  into  ploughshares  and  their  spears 
into  pruning  hooks.  By  quietly  disbanding  and  returning  to  the 
avocations  of  peace  thev  have  astonished  the  world  no  less  than 
by  their  prowess  in  the  field." 

Response  by  Major-Gencral  M.  F.  Force. 

CoMRADERt — "Peace  hath  her  victories  no  less  renowned  than 
those    of  wan"     Those  tattered    colors    thickly  clustered  around 
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these  walls  Rpeak  to  ua  with  mute  eloquence.  They  are  whisper- 
ing from  every  fold  the  story  of  our  four  years  toil.  Our  pulses 
beat  fait  as  they  call  campaigns,  battles  and  sieges  back.  But  the 
proudcNl  jichicvcmcnt  they  call  to  miud  is  the  army's  quiet  muster 
out  and  return  to  the  pursuits  of  peace. 

Those  colors  were  borne  by  no  army  of  mercenary  troops,  or  of 
subjects  fighting  for  their  monarch's  glorv,  or  their  own.  They 
were  borne  by  a  host  of  citizens  who  had  homes  to  leave  and 
homes  to  return  to,  and  took  up  arms  onlv  from  the  profoundest 
impuihe  of  duty,  glad  to  lay  them  aside  when  the  occasion  was 
over.  Those  citizens,  independent  men  who  looked  the  world  in 
the  face  and  acknowledged  no  man  a  superior,  self-reliant  men 
who  pushed  through  the  world  with  their  own  wits  and 
their  own  strong  arms,  men  accustomed  to  have  a  voice  in 
the  control  of  public  atTairs,  seemed  at  first  unruly  material  for 
such  a  pliant  engine  as  an  army.  Yet  in  a  few  months  swanns 
of  such  citizens  were  transformed  into  a  vast,  smoothly. working 
machine;  or  rather,  into  one  great,  living  being,  animated  by  one 
brain,  responsive  in  every  part  to  the  will  of  the  commander  as 
the  very  muscles  of  his  body. 

Yet  the  very  trait  which  makes  the  American  an  independent 
citizen,  made  him  an  obedient  soldier.  He  yields  respect  to  law, 
not  as  a  power  to  enforce  obedience,  but  as  an  authority  to  which 
reverence  is  due.  So  when  he  learned  that  military  discipline  is 
a  part  of  the  law,  that  military  command  is  a  function  given  by 
law,  and  military  obedience  is  a  duty  prescribed  by  law,  that 
moment  he  became  a  soldier,  yielding  implicit  and  prompt  com- 
pliance to  orders,  not  with  the  mechanical  obedience  of  routine, 
but  with  an  intelhgcnt  instinct  which  often  anticipated  orders. 

So  citizens  learned  the  arts  of  war,  without  forgetting  the  ways 
of  peace,  and  when  the  time  for  disbanding  came,  it  was  easy  to 
lay  aside  the  musket  and  again  take  up  the  plow.  When  that 
time  came,  some  even  in  the  field  doubted  the  results  of  sudden 
emancipation  from  discipline.  Many  at  home  who  had  only  heard 
of  the  desolations  of  war  were  apprehensive.  When  the  fields 
of  war  disgorged  a  million  of  men,  and  the  roads  leading  to  the 
North  shook  with  the  tread  of  discharged  soldiers,  some  at  home 
seemed  to  see  a  cloud  in  the  horizon  sweeping  up  to  scatter  dis- 
order through  the  land.  The  cloud  came.  It  overspread  the 
States,  but  only  to  dissolve  into  gentle  rain,  permeating,  enriching 
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the  land.  A  million  soldiers  disappeared.  In  their  place  appeared 
a  milliun  busy  citizens,  plving  on  every  farm,  in  every  workshop 
and  office,  as  if  they  had  never  known  war.  Those  men,  keeping 
the  promise  made  at  the  muster  out — "we  will  now  go  home  and 
in  our  own  lives  give  an  example  of  that  obedience  to  law  which 
we  have  enforced  in  others," — present  a  rarer  spectacle  than  any 
shock  of  arms.  Each  one  thus  faithfully  doing  the  duty  that  lies 
before  him,  no  matter  how  humble  the  workshop  of  his  daily  toil, 
no  matter  how  secluded  the  hamlet  in  which  he  dwells,  is,  in  his 
own  sphere,  as  truly  nable  as  Washington  at  Valley  Forge,  or 
Grant  at  Appomattox. 

General  Force  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention,  and  as 
he  progressed,  frequently  received  cheers,  and  as  he  closed,  loud 
applause  was  accorded  him. 

Seventeenth  Toast: — '■'■The  Loyal  and  Patriotic  Press" 

Response  by  Major-General  Carl  Sciiukz. 

Soldiers: — I  think  I  shall  best  favor  this  assembly  if  I  refrain 
from  any  speech,  although  I  can  not,  like  our  Commander-in-Chief, 
the  President-elect,  plead  that  I  am  entirely  unaccustomed  to 
public  speaking.  Yet  I  can  not  find  fault  with  you  if,  on  an 
occasion  like  this,  you  do  not  accustom  yourselves  very  easily  to 
quiet  listening.  The  toast  is  "The  Loyal  and  Patriotic  Press."  I 
think  I  can  improve  upon  the  sentiment.  The  union  of  the  men  of 
the  pen  and  the  men  of  the  sword.  [Applause.]  The  men  of  the 
sword  have  valiantly  and  gloriously  carried  out  and  enforced  the 
ideas  and  the  principles  for  long  vears  advocated  by  the  loyal  and 
patriotic  men  of  the  pen,  and  that  is  their  highest  glory.  The 
men  of  the  pen  will  never  become  tired  of  sounding  the  praise  of 
the  men  of  the  sword.  [Applause.]  And  now  they  continue 
their  victoiics  by  battling  the  formidable  artillery  of  printed  letters 
against  the  hostility  of  ignorance,  disloyalty,  and  prejudice,  which 
the  men  of  the  sword  have  still  left  standing.  [Applause.]  The 
union,  then,  of  the  men  of  the  pen  and  the  men  of  the  sword,  of 
the  men  of  action,  of  thought,  of  intelligence  and  of  power.  As 
long  as  that  union  lasts,  this  republic  of  the  United  States  will  be 
safe.     [Great  applause.] 
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KKiiiTKKNTii  Toast: — -Our  Invited  Gufs/s." 

Response  l>v  General  Edward  Salomon. 

Mk.  Presidknt  and  Gemtlemen  of  this  Army  Reumox: — 
With  diffidence  I  rise  before  this  assemblage  of  laurel-crowned 
HoldierN.  I  see  before  mc  the  great  and  world -renowned  com- 
mander of  those  armies,  whose  brave  and  distinguisbed  officers 
arc  united  on  this  festive  occasion.  (Iracefully  he  wears  upon  his 
brown,  h)H  high,  well-earned  honors.  Here,  too,  is  the  old  brave 
commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  all  covered  with 
glory  and  renown,  whose  equestrian  figure  will  grace  the  National 
Lincoln  Monument  at  Washington,  if  the  voice  of  his  old  com- 
mand and  that  of  the  nation  is  heeded,  but  whose  fame  will 
outlive  all  monuments  of  stone  or  metal.  Then  I  behold  that 
diHtinguishcd  and  energetic  commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio, 
who  now  HO  ablv  wields  the  power  of  the  War  Office,  and  hosts 
of  others  of  great  distinction,  whose  names  are  well  known  to 
fame,  arc  here  assembled.  On  all  sides,  indeed,  I  find  myself 
surrounded  by  men  upon  whose  daring,  valor,  and  fortitude,  a 
few  short  years  ago,  depended  the  fate  of  this  great  American 
Republic,  and  who,  with  their  comrades-in-arms,  on  land  and 
water,  saved  it  from  destruction.  It  is  an  impressive  scene,  and 
one  which  crowds  the  memories  of  our  great  national  struggle  so 
thick  and  fast  upon  me  that  language  fails  me  aptly  to  express 
n]v  feelings.  And  then  foremost  among  your  invited  guests,  (for 
Hucb  I  take  him  to  he,  although  most  enlhusiasticallv  one  of  your 
number.)  there  is  that  man  who,  above  all  others,  is  the  idol  of  the 
American  people,  on  whom  rested  the  supreme  command  of  all 
the  Union  armies  during  the  last  years  of  that  fearful  war,  so 
happily  brought  to  a  successful  close  by  his  indomitable  energy 
and  great  generalship,  and  who,  chosen  soon  to  assume  the  highest 
position  in  the  gift  of  this  free  people,  stand  before  them  as  their 
second  Washington.  You  have  assembled  here,  Mr.  President 
and  gentlemen,  to 'renew  the  memories  of  the  past,  the  recollection 
of  your  deeds,  and  of  the  scenes  through  which  you  passed  when 
battling  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union;  and  we,  your  invited 
guests,  have  gladly  come  here  to  enjoy  with  vou  the  pleasures 
of  this  reunion,  and  to  do  honor  and  homage  to  you  and^  those 
bright  deeds  of  valor  indelibly  written  by  you  upon  the  pages  of 
American    history.      In    one    sense   the   guests   which  you   have 
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invited  represent  the  people  of  this  nation  outside  of  your  organi- 
zation. With  pride  and  interest  that  people  look  upon  this  reunion, 
and  follow  jour  proceedings  here. 

"Either  wUh  the  shield  or  up6n  the  shield  return,"  was  the  last 
word  of  the  Spartan  mother  to  her  son  when  he  went  forth  to  do 
battle  for  his  country.  You,  gentlemen  of  the  army,  returned 
"•with  the  shield"  returned  victors,  and  your  mother  country  is 
proud  of  you,  and  glad  to  sec  you  rejoice  in  your  deeds!  In  behalf 
of  your  invited  guests,  and  of  all  the  loyal  people  of  this  land,  nay 
in  the  name  of  all  lovers  of  liberty  cvervwhere,  I  would  fain  like 
to.take  each  one  of  you  by  the  hand,  and  in  one  warm  pressure 
renew  what  my  tongue  fails  to  express,  the  gratitude  of  this  free 
people  for  all  you  did  and  suffered  for  your  country's  cause.  That 
integral  and  substantive  part  of  the  Union  forces  known  as 
"Sherman's  Army,"  has  quite  a  history  of  its  own,  a  glorious 
record  of  brave  deeds  and  able  generalship,  which  will  be  handed 
down  from  generation  to  generation.  ''Sherman's  March  to  the 
Sea"  will  be  a  phrase  whose  significance  will  be  known  to  every 
American  school-boy,  and  at  the  Christmas  table  the  very  children 
will  know  what  a  splendid  Christmas  gift  was  made  by  General 
Sherman  to  President  Lincoln  in  1864.  That  march  and  that 
Christmas  gift  were  "the  beginning  of  the  end"  of  the  war!  But, 
Mr,  President,  it  is  not  for  me.  here,  further  to  dilate  upon  the 
glories  of  Sherman's  army.  They  are  better  known  to  you  than 
me,  and  have  been  spoken  of  by  eloquent  lips.  In  the  world's 
history  there  have  been  many  wars,  but  none  more  sacred,  none 
whose  purpose  was  purer  and  holier  than  this  great  war  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union,  and  well  may  you,  gentlemen  of  the 
army,  he  proud  of  your  memories  of  that  war,  and  commemorate 
them  on  occasions  like  this.  You  have  also  assembled  here, 
however,  to  renew  the  friendships  formed  in  those  trying  strug- 
gles and  scenes,  when  side  by  side  you  suffered,  and  fought  and 
bled  to  uphold  our  country's  flag.  Thomas  Moore  somewhere 
most  truly  says  that 

"The  love  born  of  sorrow, 
Like  sorrow  is  true." 

So  it  is  with  your  friendships  of  war.  They  were  born  in  the 
nation's  greatest  agony  and  trials,  amid  the  carnage  of  battle 
and  the  sorrows  and  deprivations  of  the  field,  and  they  have  been 
sealed  by  the  death  of  three  hundred  thousand  of  our  country's 
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youth  and  manhootl.  Such  friendships  must  live:  they  cnn  not  die 
but  with  their  possessors.  Permit  me,  Mr.  President,  and  gentle- 
men of  the  army,  in  conclusion  of  these  few  remarks,  to  express 
to  you  thiti  sentiment; 

"  Mav  rrirndiihipe  die, 
And  haired  live, 
Nevet  in  vour  hearls." 

Nineteenth  Toast: — "The  South — Let  us  be  Friends." 
Response  by  General  Durbin  Ward. 

Mb.  President  and  Fe  li.ow- Soldi  eh  s: — We  are  here  in 
peace,  rccalhng  to  mind  the  friendships  and  the  glories  of  an  era 
of  war.  Around  me  are  the  heroes  of  a  hundred  fields.  In  the 
bivouac,  the  march  and  the  battle,  we  lived,  struggled  and  tri- 
umphed together.  Mqny  of  our  comrades,  in  the  long  and  wearv 
"tramp,  tramp,  tramp,"  perished  by  the  wayside;  many  pined  to 
death  in  the  prison  or  hospital,  and  many  ^vent  down  gloriously 
on  the  gorv  field,  while  the  din  of  battle  chanted  their  requiem 
in  the  "diapason  of  the  cannonade."  But  we,  some  bullet-riddled, 
scarred,  maimed,  some  developed  and  strengthened  in  every  fiber 
of  physical  and  moral  manhood,  have  emerged  from  the  dcadlv 
clouds  of  war  intt)  the  glad  sunshine  of  peace,  and  meet  to-day 
as  brothers,  to  feed  anew  on  the  alters  of  our  hearts  the  holy  fires 
of  an  undying  patriotism. 

And  now,  my  comrades,  when  grim-visaged  war  hath  smoothed 
his  wrinkled  front,  and  even  the  re-echoes  of  the  conflict  are  fading 
from  our  ears,  let  us  not  forget  the  significance  of  the  struggle, 
or  the  grandeur  of  the  achievement.  Remember  not  merely  the 
feats  of  valor  or  the  strokes  of  military  genius:  these  are  in  no 
danger  of  passing  out  of  mind,  they  are  already  emblazoned 
forever  upon  the  illumined  page  of  history.  But  grand  as  thev 
were,  the  great  cause  for  which  we  fought  was  grander  still. 
The  splendor  of  our  victories  is  surpassed  by  nothing  before  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  but  their  glory  is  enhanced  by  the  noble- 
ness of  the  cause  in  which  they  were  gained.  They  were  fought 
for  a  nation's  life — they  achieved  a  nation's  future  peace  and 
grandeur.  It  is  this  peace,  and  this  glorious  destiny,  which 
patriotism  enjoins  us  to  constantly  remember  and  transmit  with 
grateful  hearts  to  the  keeping  of  our  children. 

It  is  a  severe  but  just  commeotary  on  the  dominion  of  passion 
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and  prejudice  over  reason,  that  great  and  rev olutic nary  changes  in 
political  organization  are  rarely  made  except  through  b!oodshed. 
The  internal  convulsions  of  Rome,  the  overthrow  of  feudalism, 
and  the  consolidation  of  monarchy  in  Europe,  the  reformation, 
the  era  of  Cromwell  and  the  French  Revolution,  are  notable 
examples  in  other  countries.  Xor  are  we  an  exception.  Our 
National  Independence  was  baptised  in  blood,  and  our  Federal 
Union  consolidated  in  the  fiery  furnace  of  war.  Political  theorists 
had  doubted  or  denied  the  perpetual  obligation  of  our  national 
compact,  and  asserted  the  freedom  of  the  States  to  withdraw  at 
pleasure:  and  sad  as  was  the  ordeal,  our  institutions,  like  those  of 
other  nations,  had  to  be  tried  by  the  dread  arbitrament  of  force, 
and  their  perpetual  covenant  sealed  in  blood.  Tlie  political  growth 
of  our  nationality  was  stunted  and  crippled  by  heresy  of  secession, 
and  our  national  escutcheon  was  stained  by  the  sin  of  slavery; 
from  the  heresy  and  the  stain  alike  the  triumph  of  our  arms  has 
forever  relieved  our  national  future. 

But  those  are  not  the  only  great  achievements  of  the  war.  The 
political  thinker  and  the  humane  enthusiast  may  have  made  one 
or  the  other  of  these  the  load-star  of  his  action.  But  higher  and 
deeper,  and  holier  than  all  else  in  the  popular  heart  was  that 
mysterious,  hill f- religious  sentiment  of  patriotism,  worth  more  to 
a  nation  than  all  the  dogmatic  catechisms  of  the  politician.  Our 
country,  our  Hag,  fired  the  heart  and  nerved  the  arm  of  the  Ameri- 
can soldier,  as  his  faith  and  its  symbol,  the  cross,  inspired  the  heroic 
crusader.  The  chief  good  of  the  war,  then,  «as  the  lofty,  the 
sublime  patriotism  it  cultivated.  The  Constitution  of  the  National 
Government,  the  rights  of  the  States,  and  the  balance  of  power 
between  them,  are  the  adamantine  walls  of  our  political  structure. 
But  the  people  make  and  unmake:  they  are  the  Government  itself, 
and  on  their  wisdom,  and  between  wisdom  and  patriotism  alone 
the  whole  superstructure  finally  rests.  The  war  has  intensified 
everywhere — North  and  South — this  all-pervading  spirit  of 
patriotism.  Should  the  mightiest  nation  on  earth  menace  the 
rights  or  seek  the  overthrow  of  our  Government,  would  not 
millions  of  soldiers — equally  from  the  North  and  South — rush 
eagerly  to  the  front  in  the  national  defense? 

The  South!  "Let  us  be  friends!"  We  have  conquered  the 
South,  but  we  have  not  vanquished  them  to  servitude.  We  have 
only  redeemed  them  from  secession  and  war  to  union  and  peace 
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W'lio.  that  to<)k  part  in  the  strife,  does  not  know  that  even  in  the 
darkest  hiiurK  a  love  for  the  old  flajr  lingered  in  the  breasts  of  the 
rebels  themselves.  When  most  defiant,  did  they  not  model  their 
National  and  their  State  (Jovernmenls  mainly  on  ours?  In  their 
maddest  momenlR  they  remembered  with  love  the  old  forms  of 
institution,  ami  copied  their  very  fl:ig  from  unr  own.  Like  lovers 
parted  by  a  sudden  quarrel,  the  old  affection  between  the  sections 
were  secretly  cherished  by  each,  and  was  stronger  than  either 
knew.  In  returning;  again  to  the  open  arms  of  the  Union  the 
defeated  South  had  nothing  to  conquer  but  its  wounded  pride, 
and  our  ma;;nanimiiy  ought  to  make  that  no  dit!icult  task.  \Vc 
have  gloriously  proved  we  know  how  to  make  war;  let  us  now 
magnanimously  show  we  know  how  to  make  peace.  The  victory 
of  arms  i»  ours.  All  that  stood  in  the  way  of  peace  and  union  is 
Imried  in  the  grave  of  the  past.  Let  its  only  epitaph  be,  "To  err 
is  human:  to  forgive  divine."  The  victors  can  afford  to  be 
generous,  and  the  truly  brave  are  always  magnanimous  to  the 
<lisarmed.  The  merciful  terms  of  Grant  and  Sherman  to  their 
conquered  foes  <lo  them  as  much  honor  as  their  grandest  victories. 
Nay,  they  are  their  grandest  victorie.s. 

Fellow-.Soldicrs;— In  the  heat  of  conflict  we  may  have  felt 
the  animosities  of  a  civil  war,  but  we  ever  staunched  the  wounds 
or  cooled  the  dying  lips  of  even  an  enemy.  And  now  in  the 
hour  of  victory  and  peace  we  are  called  to  bind  up  the  wounds 
of  a  conquered  section,  and  teach  them  to  cultivate,  by  cultivating 
ourselves,  the  reciprocal  esteem  and  confidence  cherished  bv  our 
common  ancestors. 

As  the  ocean  which  has  been  tossed  by  storms  for  a  season 
lashes  the  shore,  hut  then  returns  to  its  accustomed  tides,  so  the  pas- 
sions of  sectional  strife  do  not  at  once  subside  with  the  storm,  but 
will,  ere  long,  be  lulled  to  sleep  in  the  great  ocean  of  national 
peace,  whose  only  sectional  waves  sliail  be  the  emulation  of 
brothers  in  the  service  of  a  common  country. 

Sprung  from  the  same  noble  ancestry,  nurtured  to  love  the 
same  free  institutions,  speaking  the  same  language,  inspired  by 
the  same  religious  faith,  and  heirs  to  the  same  glorious  national 
heritage,  who  can  doubt  that  a  few  years  will  make  us  all,  of 
every  section,  proud  alike  i)f  our  free  institutions  and  national 
glory,  and  equally  fired  by  the  loftiest  national  patriotism.  The 
impetumis  Southerner,  goaded  by  imaginary   wrongs,  which   a 
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false  theory  had  taught  him  were  real  ones,  struck  for  what  his 
mistaken  zeal  clothed  with  the  dignity  of  ''rights,"  and  gallantly 
he  fought  for  them  while  resistance  was  possihie.  And  the  same 
ardor  will  nerve  his  arm  in  the  national  service,  now  that  the 
elements  of  sectional  strife  are  buried  forever  in  the  grave  of  the 
"hsl  eaute." 

Men  of  the  South,  if  we  are  both  true  to  ourselves,  how.  glori- 
ously looms  up  the  national  future!  The  graves  ofyour  revolutionary 
sires  are  sacred  soil  no  less  in  our  affections  than  in  yours.  The 
services  of  your  great  men,  in  times  past,  in  peace  and  in  war, 
are  as  dearly  cherished  by  us  as  by  you.  Your  ancestors^nd  ours 
went  hand  in  hand  to  the  council-boards,  and  stood  shoulder  to 
shoulder  on  the  battle-fields  of  the  Revolution.  You  and  we 
were  once  friends  in  peace  and  in  war.  Your  valor  and  ours 
were  the  common  price  of  our  vast  dominion  and  of  our  common 
glory.  Once  more  "let  us  be  friends!"  The  great  future  is  ours 
and  yours,  and  with  it  the  hopes  and  destinies  of  a  common 
country.  If  we  would  make  that  future  peaceful  and  grand,  let 
us.  as  soon  as  possible,  bury  the  animosities  of  the  late  war,  and 
vie  with  each  other  in  developing  to  the  utmost  the  spirit  of 
brotherly  love  and  national  patriotism. 

We  have  the  noblest  institutions,  the  richest  sources  of  national 
wealth  of  any  people,  and  we  need  but  pence,  fraternal  confidence, 
and  wise  counsels  to  be  the  ruling  power  in  the  family  of  nations, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  home  of  the  freest  and  happiest  people 
the  world  ever  .saw. 

Counseled  by  the  lessons  of  our  divine  master,  let  u.f  bury  the 
strifes  of  the  "dead  past;''  nerved  to  the  arduous  duties  of  the 
"living  present,"  and  inspired  by  the  stirring  hopes  of  a  magnifi- 
cent ftiture,  let  us  strike  hands  with  all  of  every  section  who  now 
"keep  step  to  the  music  of  the  Union,"  and  in  the  spirit  of  a  catholic 
patriotism,  send  greeting  to  the  whole  country,  universal  amnesty 
and  perpetual  friendship. 

General  Ward  was  listeued  to  with  deep  interest,  and  his 
speech  was  well  received,  many  times  interrupted  with  applause. 

Next  and  last  in  regular  order  of  the  programme  the  Glee  Club 
sang  "Shall  Old  Acquaintance  be  Forgot'"  Again  all  who  could, 
joined  in  the  chorus  with  the  right  hearty  good  will,  known  only 
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to  comrade  Kohlicrs,  and  there  is  no  doubt  henrts  beat  to  hearts 
Ramc  an  the  incii  had  marched  shoulder  to  ehoulder. 

Singing  seemed  now  to  be  the  desire  of  all,  and  after  repeated 
Nulicitations  the  Glee  Club  sang  "0/d  Skady"  and  ''Sherman's 
.\fare!i  to  the  Sea." 

Three  cheers  were  then  proposed  and  given  General  Sherman, 
and  loud  calls  made  for  a  speech  from  him,  and  in  reply  he  said: 

Mv  FniESDS: — We  are  now  done.  We  have  gone  through  the 
whole  list  prescribed,  and  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  now,  this 
meeting  stands  adjourned.  We  have  had  a  good  time  of  it,  some- 
what noiHV,  but  free  of  heart,  and  I  now  part  with  you,  thankino; 
you  for  all  the  forbearance  you  have  shown.     [Cheers.] 

Major-Oeneral  Wilson  desired  to  organize  again  for  a  moment 
by  calling  General  Logan  to  the  chair,  for  the  purpose  of  present- 
ing a  volunteer  toast.  General  Logan  read  the  sentiment:  "T/ic 
Chicago  Hoard  <]f  Trade,  uMcqiiahd  in  fiairiotic  services  during 
the  Tvar,  by  its  splendid  liberality  again  shovjs  its  appreciation  of 
the  soldiery  of  the   West,  receives  from  them  heartfelt  thanks." 

Mr.  J.  Y.  Scammon  replied  to  this  ti)ast  in  a  short  and  pointed 
speech,  at  the  termination  of  which,  General  Logan  pronounced 
the  banquet  adjourned  by  its  own  consent. 


DECORATIONS. 

The  Local  and  Executive  Committees  gave  as  much  attention 
to  the  matter  of  decorations  for  the  hall  used  at  this  reunion  as 
they  have  to  other  matters,  which  fact  in  itself  is  sufficient  to 
guarantee  everything  in  order. 

Our  Local  Committee  secured  the  public  parlors  at  theTremont 
House  and  there  established  headquarters  of  the  Society;  they 
also  handsomely  festooned  these  rooms  with  the  National  colors 
and  placed  on  their  walls  portraits  and  pictures  of  the  prominent 
officers  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  conspicuous  among  them 
being  Generals  Grant,  Sherman,  McPherson,  Howard,  Logan, 
Blair,  Corse,  Webster,  Ransom,  Hazen,  Woods,  John  E.  Smith 
and  Wallace.  These  were  corps  surrounded  with  evergreen 
wreaths,  and  interspersed  were  paintings  of  the  badges. 
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The  other  Society  lieadquarters  were  also  appropriately  and 
neatly  dccoratetl  by  their  respective  Local  Committees. 

The  auditorium  of  the  Opera-house  was  thoroiighlv  and  appro- 
priately decoruted  for  the  occasion  of  the  reunion  meeting,  and 
was  the  work  of  a  special  committee  appointed  by  the  Executive 
Committee.  The  columns  of  the  balconies  were  encircled  by 
flags  and  evergreens  and  the  stage  boxes  festooned  with  national 
colors.  The  fronts  of  the  galleries  were  adorned  with  medallions 
encircled  in  laurel  wreaths  and  bearing  the  names  of  our  dead 
heroes,  memorable  battles,  and  the  corps  badges.  Here  were  the 
familiar  names,  C.  F.  Smith.  Lytic,  O.  M.  Mitchell,  McPherson, 
Ransom,  W.  H.  L.  Wallace.  McCook,  Garasche,  Lyon,  Crocker, 
Terrell,  Lytic  and  Fairchild — Belmont,  Mill  Spring,  Shiloh.  Bowl- 
ing (ircen,  Tullahoma,  Chickamauga,  Perrjville.  luka,  Corinth, 
Peach  Orchard,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Dallas,  New  Hope,  Atlanta, 
Jonesboro.  Allatoona,  Vicksburg,  Arkansas  Post,  Donelson.  Fort 
Henry,  Stone  River,  Benton  Cross  Roads,  Avcrysboro  and  many 
more  of  the  roll  of  honor,  long  to  remain  in  our  nation's  history. 
The  badges  of  the  4th,  13th,  14th,  15th,  i6th,  17th.  20th  and  23rd 
Corps,  indicating  by  what  troops  these  names  were  made  illus- 
trions.  Hanging  directly  over  the  stage  and  in  front  of  the  living 
heroes  that  gave  life  to  this  reunion,  were  displayed  vrith  beautiful 
taste  these  badges  in  gas  jet  illumination.  At  the  rear  of  the 
stage,  represented  upon  canvas  was  a  very  good  camp  scene. 

The  dec()ratiuns  of  the  Banquet  Hall,  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
were  even  more  elaborate  than  those  of  the  Opera-house.  This 
hall,  erected  at  great  expense,  of  beautiful  design  and  embellished 
with  frescoing  that  is  so  flne  as  to  make  it  in  itself  almost  perfect, 
was  on  this  occasion  still  further  the  exhibition  of  taste  and  artistic 
skill.  It  is  indeed  a  task  to  describe  it.  It  would,  perhaps,  be 
better  to  simply  say  it  needs  to  be  seen  to  be  fully  appreciated. 
At  the  north  end  of  the  hall  erected  from  the  President's  stand 
and  upon  canvas  some  twenty  feet  in  highth  was  represented  in 
colors  with  fine  eflcct,  the  ideal  soldier,  musket  in  hand,  mounting 
a  "work"  at  the  moment  of  success.  The  President's  stand  was 
fully  and  handsomely  arranged  with  evergreen  wreaths,  flowers, 
national  and  regimental  colors  and  representative  gas  jets.  At 
the  opposite  end  of  the  hall  are  other  wreaths  and  two  paintings, 
one  representing  Sherman's  March  to  the  Sea,  and  the  other 
typical  of  mourning  for  Lincoln.     Upon  the  sides  of  the  hall  was 
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a  display  that  tells  more  directly  of  the  cause  that  Itrought  us  here. 
On  the  windows  are  medallions  on  which  are  inscribed  the  names 
of  our  dead  comrades,  a  tithe  only  of  the  long  and  honored  list  of 
terrible  battles,  both  the  inevitable  result  of  dreaded  war.  The 
flags  used  for  the  sides  of  the  hall  were  some  of  those  that  were 
carried  by  the  regiments  that  composed  the  armies  represented 
here  in.  reunion.-  Thev  were  some  hundreds  in  number,  and  their 
soiled  appearance,  torn^  full  of  bullet-holes  and  blood-stained,  bore 
evidence  of  the  experience  of  these  armies  in  their  eventful 
career.  Such  a  complete  evidence  of  honorable  contest  is  seldom  - 
seen.  The  "Bummer,"  a  character  of  military  life  peculiar  to  our 
Western  armies,  and  scarcely  known  in  others,  here  gets  his  full 
share  of  notice  in  a  more  than  a  life-like  painting  of  himself, 
including  his  mule,  and  engaged  in  bis  favorite  profession,  which 
was  placed  on  one  of  the  walls.  There  were  nine  tables  spread 
for  the  guests,  all  appropriately  decorated,  and  characteristic  of 
the  occasion.  In  the  middle  of  the  center  table  was  a  pyramid 
some  fifteen  feet  high,  made  of  candy,  on  it  in  bright  letters  were 
the  names  of  armies,  their  commanders  and  battles,  and  sur- 
mounted by  a  national  flag,  also  many  ornaments  of  muskets,  flags, 
cannons,  flowers,  etc.  There  were  also  other  fine  works  on  this 
table.  On  the  other  tables  were  many  representations  equally 
Hne  that  attracted  much  attention:  one  in  particular,  a  bastioned 
f<)rt,  case-mated  with  "hard  tuck."  Gas  jet  representations  were 
also  distributed  around  the  hall  in  profusion,  and  were  of  beautiful 
design. 

The  committee  must  also  have  had  in  view  the  cHects  of  first  im- 
pressions, for  besides  the  decoration  of  the  rotunda  with  flags  and 
the  front  of  the  building  by  gas  jets,  they  gave  them  a  fine  display  of 
fire  works,  as  they  approached,  foreshadowing  only  of  what  thev 
should  see  within  the  hall. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  this  lavish  decoration,  so  fairly  shown  by 
the  display  of  light,  produced  a  banquet  scene  perhaps  unequaled. 
certainly  unsurpassed,  by  anything  of  the  kind  that  has  occurred 
in  this  country. 

COMMITTEE  OF  ARRANGEMENTS. 

At  our  last  annual  meeting,  in  St.  Louis,  there  was  appointed  a 
Local  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  this  meeting,  residents  of 
the  citv  of  Chicago.     Some   months   later,  at  their  first  meeting. 


:y  Google 


Cj  iiie  -ir>r.y  oj  ii-.l'  le:t-.:essee.  291 

(that  of  i(s  organization),  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Ciim- 
herland  adjourned  to  meet  for  its  first  annual  reunion  at  Chicago, 
and  also  appointed  a  Local  Committee,  resident  in  the  same  citv. 
When  it  was  decided  by  the  call  of  Lieutenant-General  Sherman 
that  these  four  great  Armies  of  the  West  should  have  a  joint 
reunion,  the  Army  of  (Jeorgia  and  the  Armv  of  the  Ohio,  by  their 
commanders,  also  selected  Local  Committees  of  Arrangements. 
As  tile  time  approached  for  the  reunion,  the  members  of  these 
committees,  consulting  together,  resolved  that  in  order  that  the 
work  before  them  should  be  done  in  a  systematic  manner,  they 
!ihoiiId  act  in  one  body,  for  the  whole,  as  an  Executive  Committee, 
(leneral  Frank  T.  Sherman,  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, was  elected  Chairman,  and  General  William  E.  Strong, 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Secretary  of  this  Execu- 
tive Committee — Committee  composed  as  follows: 

Major-Gencral  John  McArfhur,  Major-General  J.  M.  Corse, 
ISrigadicr-Ocneral  Joseph  Stockton,  Brigadier-Oeneral  W.  E. 
Strong,  Colonel  John  Mason  Loomis,  Major  D,  H.  Gile,  for  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

Brigadier-General  F.  T.  Sherman,  Brigadier-General  A.  C.  Mc- 
Clurg,  Major  A.  H.  Boyden,  for  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland. 

Brigadier-General  R.  W.  Smith,  Colonel  W.  Scott  Stewart, 
Colonel  \V.  W.  Wheeler,  for  the  Army  of  the  Ohio. 

Brigadier-CJeneral  AC.  McClurg,  Brigadier-Genera!  E.  S.  Salo. 
mon,  Brigadier-General  J.  D.  Morgan,  Brigadier-General  William 
Cogswell,  Brigadier-General  B.  H.  Barnum  and  Colonel  W.  II, 
Buck,  for  the  Army  of  Georgia. 

This  committee  met  from  time  to  time,  and  under  the  guidance 
of  its  worthy  Chairman,  <Jeneral  Sherman,  transacted  the  business 
that  came  before  it  in  such  a  prompt  manner  that  the  day  of 
reunion  found  all  in  as  complete  order  as  could  be  wished,  and 
challenged  comparison. 

This  Executive  Committee  intended  the  resident  officers  of 
Chicago  to  aid  them,  and  they  cordially  responded.  From  their 
numbers  were  selected  the  following  sub-committees,  and  charged 
with  specific  duties: 

Pittance  ComiriUlee: — Colonel  John  Mason  Loomis,  Chairman: 
General  John  M.  Corse,  General  Theodore  F.  Browne,  (leneral 
M.  R.  M.  Wallace,  Genond  Edward  S.  Salomon.  Major  G.  S.  Hub- 
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bard.  Colonel  L.  H.  WItittksev,  Colonel  C.  W.  Davis.  General  James 
R.  Hugunin.  Major  <ieorge  Masun,  (Jcnt-ral  W.  Scott  Stewart. 
Colonel  Samuel  B.  Raymond.  Captain  U.  C  Bradley.  Colonel 
Lyman  Bridges,  Captain  R.  Dcrrickson. 

Committee  on  Banquet: — General  William  E.  Strong,  Chairman: 
General  John  McArthur.  Colonel  W.  W.  Wheeler.  Colonel  Hunt- 
ington Jackflon,  Major  S.  B.  Eaton,  General  C.  T.  [lotchkiss. 
General  J.  H,  Ledlie,  Colonel  R,  A.  McFeeley.  Colonel  Henry 
riowland.  Major  A.  H.  Boyden.  Captain  J.  P.Rumsev,  General 
R.  W.  Smith.  Colonel  c"  H.  Dyer.  General  H.  n!  Eldridge, 
Captain  W.  H,  Gale,  Captain  John  W,  Gregg,  General  John  B. 
Turchin. 

Committee  on  Railroads  and  Transportation: — General  I.  X. 
■Stiles,  Chairman;  General  Joseph  Stockton,  Major  G.  A.  Schultz, 
General  J.  R.  Hugunin,  Colonel  Levi  P.  Wright,  Colonel  W. 
Stubbn,  Captain  Harry  Pease,  Captain  A.  C.  McMnrtrv,  Captain 
Chris.  Miller,  Captain  O.  H.  Morgan.  Lieutenant  Fred,  Fake. 
Lieutenant  C.  F.  Schuman,  Lieutenant  John  W.  Ramsey. 

Committee  on  Invitation: — General  Frank  T.  Sherman.  Chair- 
man; General  A.C.  Ducat,  General  John  McArthur,  (ieneral  John 
M.  Corse,  General  Walter  B.  Scates,  General  Julius  White, 
General  A.  C.  McClurg,  (Jcneral  William  E.  Strong. 

Committee  on  /feee/>tion:~iiencTRl  J.  D.Webster,  Chairman: 
(Jeneral  John  McArthur,  Major  E.  Powell,  General  George  W. 
Smith,  General  C.  T.  Hotchkiss,  Major  Lu.  H.  Drury,  General  R. 
W.  Smith,  Colonel  W.  W.  Wheeler,  General  W.  Scott  Stewart. 
General  A,  C.  McClurg,  General  Edward  S.  Salomon,  Lieutenant 
Caleb  Blood,  Colonel  John  Mason  Loomis. 

Committee  on  />ecoratio»s:— -Major  \V.  L.  B.Jenny,  Chairman; 
Colonel  Lymon  Bridges,  (jeneral  Ezra  Taylor,  General  A.  C. 
Ducat,  Colonel  O.  I.  Waterman,  Colonel  N'elson  K.  Towner, 
(ieneral  A.  E.  Erskinc,  Major  James  R.  Hayden.  General  Theodore 
F.  Brown,  Colonel  Alex,  Silversparre,  Major  J.  A.  Fitch,  Colonel 
Tohn  M.  Woodworth,  Captain  George  F.  Robinson,  Major  E.  V. 
C.  Klokke,  Lieutenant  George  H.  Hcaflbrd. 

Committee  on  Printing  and  Badges: — Majorjohn  M.  Farquar, 
Chairman;  Major  W.  E.  Waite,  Major  J.  J.  Spaulding,  Colonel  L. 
II,   Brown.   Major  Samuel   E.   Barrett,   Colonel   Owen    Stewart. 
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Captain   S.   S.   Heart,   Major   W.   L.    B.  Jtnnv.    Captain    L.    11. 
Whittlesey. 

Comtiiittte  on  Music: — Captain  L.  B.  Church,  Chairman;  Major 
A.  H.  Bovden,  Captain  Henrv  Bennett,  Major  C.  S.  Moore,  Major 
E.  O.  F.  Roeller. 

Committee  on  Halls: — General  A,C.  McCltirg,  Chairman;  Major 
A.  H,  Bovden.  General  Joseph  Stockton,  General  W.  E.  Stronj;. 
Colonel  W.  \V.  Wheeler,  Colonel  W.  Scott  Stewart. 

To  Colonel  John  Mason  Loonits  is  due  great  credit  for  the  success 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  by  giving  direction  to  the  liberality  of 
the  Chicago  people,  thus  securing  the  means  that  defrayed  the 
expenses  of  the  reimion.  Something  more  than  seven  thousand. 
(#7.<xx>.)  dollars  was  thus  devoted  to  the  pleasure  of  the  men  on 
this  occasion.  General  W.  E.  Strong,  Chairman  of  the  Banquet 
Committee  and  his  associates  performed  their  duties  of  contracting 
for,  and  arranging  the  hanquet  entirely  satisfactory.  To  sav  the 
least  it  was  colossal  and  it  was  a  matter  of  general  surprise  that  it 
could  be  handled  at  all.  General  Stiles  and  his  assistants  did  their 
duty  faithfully  and  well,  as  all  can  attest.  The  Committee  of 
Invitation.  General  Frank  Sherman,  Chairman,  had  a  more  delicate 
duty — it  was  theirs  to  show  justice  to  alt  and  favor  to  none,  and 
the  list  of  distinguished  persons,  who  responded  to  their  solicita- 
tion, is  full  evidence  of  the  faithful  manner  in  which  they  filled 
their  task.  The  beautiful  appearance  of  the  Headquarters,  of 
the  Opera-llouse  and  the  Banquet  Hall,  and  the  universal  and 
unmeasured  praise  there  was  given  the  decorations  is  quite  suf- 
licicnt  to  illustrate  the  work  of  Major  Jenny  and  his  associates. 
No  more  complete  success  has  been  obtained  at  any  of  the 
reunions  of  armies,  than  has  been  here.  General  Webster  of  the 
Committee  of  Reception  and  the  other  members  thereof,  were 
promptly  present  and  thoroughly  attentive,  so  that  any  member 
of  our  societies  received  all  the  consideration  they  could  desire. 

Into  no  better  hands  could  the  arrangement  for  music  have 
been  placed  than  that  of  Captain  L.  B.  Church.  A  better  pro. 
gramme  than  he  gave,  could  not  be  wished  or  provided — fully 
carried  out,  it  elicited  great  praise,  as  the  ready  and  enthusiastic 
applause  to  his  Glee  CUib  will  attest.  The  wants  of  the  societies 
were  welt  cared  for  in  the  selection  of  the  different  rooms  and 
halls  required  by  the  committee  having  it  in  charge.  General  A. 
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C.  McCliirg,  Cliiiirinan.  Everything  was  convenient  and  emi- 
nently appropriate  for  our  use  and  it  is  superfluous  to  say  any 
thing  mure  than  that  no  better  selections  could  have  been  madc- 
The  charge  of  badges,  cards  of  invitation,  programmes,  etc.,  etc., 
was  {jivcn   Major   Farqnar,  who    with    his  assistants  performed 
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Armdroi^,  W.  F.,  Captain,  Uillsb 
Allen,  Jr.,  David.  Captain.  St.  Lou 
Andre,  M.,  Captain. 
Abbott.  Geoi^e,  Major, 
Audenried,  J.  C,  Lieutenant-Coloi 
Alexander,  L.  F.,  Captain. 
Andrews.  C-  C,  General,  St.  Clou. 
Andel,  C,  Captain. 
Adams.  A.,  Surgeon. 
Allen,  F.  S.,  Lieutenant. 
Adams,  C.  II.,  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Arndt,  A.  F.  R.,  Major,  Detroit,  \ 
Arnold,  J.  A.,  Major,  Jol let,  111. 
Allen,  G.  M..  Captain. 
Averill,  John  T.,  General. 
Andrews.  W.  D.  E.,  Captain.  Rocl 
Alexander,  J.  I.,  Colonel. 

Bonner,  Frank,  Lieutenant. 
BuckUnd,  R.  P„  General,  Fremont 
Belknap.  W.  W..  General,  Keokuk 
Bldtz,john.  St.  Louin, 
Banks.  J.  C.,  Lieutenant,  Antwerp. 
Baldwin,  W.  II„  General.  Cincinni 
Bonner,  S.  P.,  Surgeon,  Cincinnat 
Bain,  William. 

Duckhannan,  R.,  Colonel,  SL  Lou 
Brace,  John,  Colonel. 
Brinck,  \V.  F.,  Major,  St.  Louis.  H 
Brookman,  J.  B..  Lieutenant,  St.  L 
Bailv,  G.  W.,  Captain,  SI.  Louis,  ; 
Brewster.  W.  B.,  Captain.  St.  Lou 
Barrett,  S.  E..  Major,  Chicago.  111. 
Blair,  F.  P.,  General,  St,  Louis.  M 
Baggs.  James.  Surgeon,  Ontario.  C 
Bailev.  W,  N.,  Surgeon.  Plymouth 
Bixbv,  A,,  Captain.  Iowa  City,  \o' 
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Bnrnfs,J.  W,.  Major.  Warsaw.  III. 

Blizi^ard,  A.  C.  Lieutenant,  Milton.  lawa. 

Bohn.  A.  v..  Major.  IJavton,  O. 

Blackburn.  E.  C.  Captain. 

Ben^on,  H.  H.,  Captain,  Muscatine,  Iowa. 

Borland.  J.  J..  Lieutenant. 

Barber.  J..  Adjutant.  Cleveland.  O. 

Busev.  S.  T,.  General.  Irhana.  O. 

Black.  C. 

Boggis.  James  I!..  Captain.  Toledo.  O, 

B.-irnuin.  W.  L.,  Colonel.  Chicago,  111. 

Bracket.  U.  B..  Captain.  Denmark.  Iowa. 

Barto.  .v..  Captain.  Geneva,  Kane  Co.,  Iowa. 

Butler.  E.  G..  Lieutenant. 

BuMie.  G.  A..  Captain. 

Bninet.  T.  W..  General. 

Barre.  M.  M,.  General.  C^uincy.  111. 

Burnet.  T.  J..  Captain. 

Bigelow.  E.  H.,  Captain.  Chicago.  III. 

Baker.  S.  R..  Lieuienant-Colonel. 

Benton.  T.  M..  Lieuienant. 

Bodkin.  S.  W..  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Madison. 

Biissc.  F.  C.  Captiiin. 

Bird.  [I.  ?.,  Lieutenant. 

Brian.  O.  M..  Surgeon.  S.vcamor^.  111. 

Beath,  C.  L..  Captain.  M'Lean.  III. 

B.irlow,  W.  H..  Captain,  Ann  Arhor.  Mich. 

Blooinfield.  L  J..  General.  Bloomington,  111. 

Bell.  J.  B..  Major. 

Burton.  Thomas.  Lieutenant. 

Baker.  J.  B..  Captain. 

Blemdon,  L..  General. 

Buchanan.  R.  W..  Lieutenant. 

Brush.  C.  M..  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Ottawa.  11 

Bowen.J.  H..  Captain.  Cincinnati.  O. 

Bowman.  S.  M.,  General,  N.  V.  Ciiv. 

Bruce,  M.. Colonel. 

Barlow.  A.,  Captain. 

Bovden.  A.  IL.  Major.  Chicago.  III. 

Campbell.  S.,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Coleman,  D.  C.  Colonel.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Cndle,  C,  Jr..  Colonel.  Montgomerv.  Ala, 

Calender.}.  S..  Colonel.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Creamer.  F.  M..  Colonel. 

Coates,  J.  ri..  Colonel.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Campbell.  A.  II..  Bath.  III. 

Colcord,  J.  P.,  Lieutenant,  St.  Louis,  Mol 
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Dwight,  H.  O.,  Lieutenant,  Northanipton.  Mbm. 
.   Dickerson,  Joseph,  Captain,  Cadiz,  O. 
Doj'le,  M.  A.,  Lieutenant,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Dicke/,  F.  L.,  Colonel.  Springfield,  III. 
DeGrew,  J.  C,  Captain,  U.  S.  A. 
Durham,  J.  B.,  Captain,  Kankakee,  111. 
Derickson,  R.  P.,  CapUin,  Chicago,  111. 
Duncan,  L.  A.,  Major,  Niles,  Mich. 
Dean,  H.  11.,  Colonel. 
Dement,  II.  D.,  Lieutenant. 
Dunn,  Jr.,  W.  H.,  Captain,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Djer,  1>.  P..  Colonel. 

Dodge,  G.  M.,  General,  Council  Bluffs,  la. 
Duncan,  E.  A.,  Surgeon.  Vicksburg,  Miiw. 

Eaton,  C.  G.,  General,  Clyde,  O. 

Edwards,  W.  A„  Major,  Bunker  Hill,  111. 

Evans,  R.  N.,  Major,  Bloomington,  111. 

Ewing,  Charles,  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Everest,  J.  G.,  Captain,  Geneva,  111. 

Elliott,  J.  H.,  Colonel,  Princeton,  III. 

Erskin,  A.,  Colonel. 

Everts,  L.  U.,  Major, 

EvertK,  J„  Lieutenant,  Yorkville,  III. 

Egleston,  E.  L.,  Lieutenant. 

Ewing.  II.  A.,  Lieutenant. 

Essrager.  B..  Captain. 

Emmerson,  G,  W.,  Colonel,  Chicago,  111. 

Eddy,  N.,  Colonel,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Eraerj-,  C.  F.,  Captain. 

Eldridge,  II.  N..  General,  Chicago.  III. 

Engert,  S.,  Lieutenant. 

Edwards.  S.  R..  Lieutenant. 

Everett,  E.,  Surgeon. 

Pry,  J.  C,  Colonel,  Sidney.  O. 
Fairchild,  Cassiui,  Genera],  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Ponl,  George  E.,  Colonel,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Force,  M.  F.,  General,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Franklin,  E.  C.,  Major,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 
Flad,  H.  C,  Colonel,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Fisher,  C,  W.,  Colonel,  Ottumwa,  la. 
Fox.  F.  W..  Captain,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Forbis.  William,  Colonel,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Flint,  M.  R.,  Captain,  Shipman,  111. 
Fitch,  J.  A..  Major,  Chicago,  III. 
Fletcher,  T.  C,  Colonel.  Jefferson  City,  M'l. 
Foote,  W.  E.,  Surgeon.  Cincinnati.  O. 
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Farcy,  R.  B.,  Captain,  Lamoille,  lU. 

Fiffe,  J.  R.,  Lieutenant,  Magnolia,  III. 

Ferry,  W.  M.,  Lieiilenant-Colonel,  Grand  Haven,  Mich. 

Frowe,  S.  S.,  Captain. 

Fisher,  F.  P..  Lieutenant. 

Fearing,  B.  D.,  General,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Fabriijue,  A.  H.,  Major,  Si.  Louis,  Mo. 

Fuller,  J,  W..  General,  Toledo,  O. 

Fox,  J.  H.C.,  Captain. 

Ferrier,  T.  E.,  Lieutenant. 

Foster,  J.  F.,  Colonel. 

Frlck,  C.  A.,  Captain,  Keithsbur^,  111. 

Fi«k,  C.  B.,  General.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Foster,  J.  S.,  Captain,  Amelia,  O. 

Ford,  M,.  Captain. 

Foster,;.  A.  W.,  Captain. 

Foot,  G.  L.,  Lieu  tenant -Colonel,  Lacon,  111. 

Funke,  Otto,  Colonel,  Peoria,  111. 

Felton,  Charles,  Lieutenant. 

Fallows,  Samuel,  General,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Fry,  T.  W.,  Colonel,  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Fry,  J.  C,  Colonel,  Sidney,  O. 

Flaneburg,  N.,  Lieutenant. 

Foster,  Lyonel,  Surgeon. 

Furgeson,  D.,  Lieutenant. 

Gile.  D.  H.,  Captain,  Louisville,  Ky, 

Griflin,  C.  E.,  Lieutenant,  Hamilton,  O. 

Goodwin,  George  J.,  Captain,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Gilmore,  F.  H.,  Captain,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Graves.  W.  H.,  Colonel,  Toledo,  O. 

Grier.  D.  B.,  General,  Peoria,  III. 

Goodbrake.  C,  Surgeon,  Clinton,  III. 

Gladding,  C,  Lieutenant. 

Grave,  P..  Lieutenant -Colonel,  AlWon,  Mich. 

Gere,  W.  B.,  Colonel. 

Godfrey.  H.  W.,  Lieutenant,  Quincy.  111. 

Graves.  S.  E.,  Captain,  Adrian,  MJch. 

Garber.  M.  C,  Colonel,  Madison,  Ind. 

Guthrie,  J.  W..  Assittant  Surgeon. 

Gray,  H.  L,,  Lieutenant. 

Gresham,  J.  Q^.  General. 

Gooding.  E,  L..  Captain. 

Hill,  E.  S.,  Surgeon,  Oxford,  O. 

Hunt,  F.  B.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Heighway,  A.  E.,  Surgeon,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Henry,  C.  D.,  Captain, 

Hoover,  J,  S.,  Colonel,  Middleton,  lod. 
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Hartshorne,  D.  W.,  Major.  Cincinnati.  O. 

Henerict),  John,  S.,  Lieutenant,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Harper,  T.  L.,  Major.  Cincinnati.  O. 

Hughes,  J.  H.,  Lieutenant,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Heath,  T.  T.,  General,  Cindnnoti,  O. 

Hodges,  W.R.,  Captain. 

Harding,  Chester,  General.  St.  Louis,  Mo, 

Hawkins,  W.  J.,  Major. 

Holtzjnger,  L.  M.,  Lieutenant. 

Hequembourg,  W.  A.,  Lieutenant -Colonel,  St.  Louix.  Mo. 

Haverlj-,  C.  R.,  Captain. 

Hedlev,  F.  Y.,  CapUin,  Bunker  Hill,  IH. 

Hunt,  George,  Captain. 

How,  J.  F.,  Lieu  tenant- Colonel. 

Hicks,  S.  J..  Colonel. 

High.  Frank.  Lieutenant. 

Herbert,  J.  T.,  Lieu  tenant -Colonel,  Liverpool,  O. 

Heath,  W.  H.,  Lieutenant. 

Heiirv,  W.  C,  Major,  Freestowi).  O. 

Hammond.  J.  H..  General. 

Hill,  \V.  W.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Hickenlooper,  A.,  General,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Hitt,  J.  W.,  Lieutenant.  Mount  Morris,  III. 

Hitt.J.  E.,  Captain,  Oregon,  III. 

Holman,  J.  H.,  General. 

Hildt.  Geo.  H.,  Lieu  tenant -Colonel. 

Hedrick.  J.  M..  Colonel,  Oltumwa,  la. 

Howe.  J.  H.,  Colonel,  Kewanee.  Henrv  Co..  HI. 

Hopkins.  M..  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Hall.  John  P.,  Colonel,  Morganfield,  Union  Co..  K.v. 

Hamilton.  C.  S.,  General.  Fond  du  Lac.  Wif. 

Hunt,  William,  Lieutenant,  Springfield.  O. 

Harts.  D.  H.,  Captain. 

Higgens.  A.  D.,  Lieutenant. 

Hojt.  H.  W.  B.,  Captain. 

Hii^h.  F..  CapUin. 

Hill,  J.  M.,  Captain. 

Heaflbrd,  J.  H..  Lieutenant.  Chicago,  111. 

Hatch.  R.  B.,  Lieutenant -Col  on  el. 

Han.  L.  W..  Captain. 

Hitchcock,  P.  M.,  Lieutenant,  Cleveland.  O. 

Hawthorn,  John.  Lieutenant. 

Hennev,  G.  E.,  Captain. 

Hamilton.  J.  D.,  CapUin. 

Hawke.  A.  J.,  Lieutenant -Colonel.  New  Albany.  Ind. 

Hate,  G.  W.,  AdjuUnt. 

Hurlbut,  S.  A..  General. 
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Kleckner,  G,  S..  Captain. 
Keeler.  M.  E.,  Lieutenant. 
Klein,  Otto, 

Kinsiow.  A.  S.,  Lieutenant. 
Kittoe.  E..  Surgeon,  Galena,  III. 

Lad  TO  ni . C  ol  onel. 

Leggett,  M.  D.,  Major- Genera  I.  Zanesville.  O. 

Laniman.  J.,  Lieutenant,  Napoleon.  O. 

Lain.  S.  M.,  Captain. 

Uwis.  J.  v.,  Captain,  St.  LouiV  Mo. 

Landeman,  O.  C.  Captain, 

Loomis,  John  Maiion,  Colonel,  Chicago,  III. 

Li^an.John  A.,  General,  Waahington.  D,  C. 

Logan,  John.  Colonel,  Carlinsville,  111. 

Lippincott,  C.  E.,  General,  Springfield.  111. 

Lowe,  S.  A.,  Captain. 

Logan.  Thomas,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Carthage.  III. 

Leiike.  J,  B,,  Lieutenant -Col  onel.  Davenport,  la, 

Lewis.  J.  C.  Captain.  Buchanan,  III. 

Lutz.  L.  L.,  Captain. 

Leib.  11..  General,  Springfield.  111. 

LucBB,  E.  W.,  Lieu  tenant -Colonel.  Iowa  Citv.  la. 

Lace^,  M.  M„  Major,  Richmond,  Ind, 

Lariner,  JameR  R..  Captain,  Bloomington.  Ills. 

Ledvard,  G.  C,  Captain. 

Lanstrum,  C,  Captain,  Galesbur^,  Ills, 

Lovegaj',  F.  E.,  Adjutant. 

Lawrence,  E.  C.,  Lieutenant. 

Loop,  C.  B.,  Major. 

Lvnch,  W.  F.,  Colonel. 

LaMotle,  R.  S.,  Major. 

Murphy,  D.  A.,  Lieutenant. 

Mason,  R.  H.,  Captain,  Chic^o,  Ills. 

Murphj-.  P.  H.,  Colonel,  Si.  Louis,  Mo. 

Miles,  Joseph,  Lieutenant,  Louisville,  Kv. 

Mo»E.  J.  Thomson,  Lieutenant,  Cincinnati.  O, 

Munson,  G.  D.,  Lieu  tenant -Colonel.  Zanesville,  O. 

Mueller,  A. 

Meumann,  Theodore,  Colonel. 

Miller,  P..  Major. 

Miller,  M.,  General,  Galena,  Ills, 

Martin,  A.,  Lieutenant. 

Mitman,  William,  Captain. 

Moffutt,  T.  S.  CapMin. 

Mead,  W.  G.,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  Ills. 

Mahon,  Samuel,  Major. 
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Peters,  M.  IT.,  Captain. 

Pope,  John,  General,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Perrv,  J.  J.,  Captain. 

Pi^,  E.  E.,  Lieutenant. 

Piummer.  S.  E.,  Surgeon,  Rock  Island,  III. 

Pierce,  J.  O.,  Colonel. 

Pike,  E.  W.,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 

Poke,  D,  W.,  Lieutenant.  Warrensburg,  Mo. 

Pfoutz,  Ira,  Captain,  Davton.  O. 

Pearson,  R.  N.,  General,  Springfield,  O. 

Peek,  W.  G.,  Major,  Ironton.  Mo. 

Polk.  William,  Captain. 

Puinmill.  John,  Lieu  tenant -Colonel,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Potter,;,  W.,  Surgeon. 

Paddock,  G.  L.,  Lieutenant,  Priceton,  III. 

Pierson,  G.  !•.,  Lieutenant. 

Pride.  G.  G.,  Colonel,  New'Vork  Citv. 

Perry,  A.  C,  Major. 

Peirounet,  Captain. 

Powell,  E.,  Major.  Chicago,  III. 

Peterson,  R.  PI.,  Lieu  ten  ant- Colonel,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

Potts,  B.  F.,  General,  Columbus,  O. 

C^uinby,  S.  J.,  Surgeon,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Rawlins,  J.  A.,  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Romer,  Francis,  Colonel,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Ravotd.  Wm..  Lieutenant. 

Randolph,  M.,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Reynolds.  Thos.,  Colonel,  Madison,  Wis. 

Rowett,  R..  General,  Carlinsville,  III. 

Reed,  II.  T.,  General,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 

Ryan,  A.  II.,  Colonel. 

Roes,  E.  C,  Major. 

Reed,  John,  CapUin,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

RooU,  L,  H.,  Lieutenant  Colonel.  DeValls  Bluff,  Ark. 

Reid,  David  O.,  Captain,  Rock  Island.  111. 

Ruff,  W.  A.,  Captain. 

Reese,  Theodore,  Cnptain,  Evanstown,  III. 

Rowley.  W.  R.,  General,  Galena,  III. 

Ross,  L.  F..  General.  Avon,  III. 

Ruggles,  J.  M..  General.  Hovana,  111. 

Richmond,;.  F.,  Captain,  St.  Charles,  III. 

Ribsame,  Chris.,  Captain.  Decatur,  III. 

Reynolds,  J.  S.,  General,  Chicago,  III. 

Reid,  J.  M.,  Lieu  tenant- Colonel,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 

Rogers,  J.,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 

Ransom,  J.  P.,  Lieutenant. 
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Rc^ni,  George  C,  General,  Chicago,  IIU, 

Roberts,  A.  J.,  Lieutenant. 

Runrnev,  J.  W.,  Captain,  Chicago,  Ilia. 

Rumse.v.  J.  P..  Caplain,  Chicago,  [lis. 

Routh.  John  L..  Captain, 

Rosset,  L..  Lieutenant. 

Reid,  R.  M..  Adjutant,  Rock  Island,  Ills. 

Roienbauni,  II. ,  Captain,  Toledo,  O. 

Rutger,  F.,  Lieutenant,  Belvidere.  [lis. 

Randall,  J.  R..  Lieutenant. 

Rice,  E.  W..  Major- General,  Oskaloosee,  Iowa. 

Rose,  L.  M.,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  O, 

Ri^in.  John.  General. 

Reilev,  W.  N..  Captain. 

Ritlcnouer,  E..  Lieutenant.  ' 

Rusk,  J.  M.,  General,  Madi«)n,  Wix. 

Rose.  F.  M,,  Major. 

Smith.  John  E.,  General, 

Silfreepane,  A.,  Captain, 

Sullivan,  P.  J„  Colonel,  Cincinnati.  O. 

Smith,  Giles  A.,  Major- General,  Bloomin){ton,  Ills. 

Swaj'ne,  Wager.  General,  Columbus,  O. 

Spooner.  B.,  General,  Laivrenccburgh.  Ind. 

Spear,  E..  Captain,  Warren,  O. 

Sirapson.  P.  J..  Lieutenant -Colonel.  Greenville.  O. 

Schuster,  George. 

Sanborn,  J,  B..  General,  St.  Paul.  Minn. 

Sheldon,  C,  S„  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Sanford,  W,  W.,  General, 

Simpson,  Samuel  P,,  Lieutenant -Colonel.  Jefferson  Citv,  Mo. 

Short,  R,  W.,  Captain,  Brighton,  IIU. 

Steckle.J.  H.,  Lieutenant. 

Seymore.  W,  B.,  Captain. 

Spring,  E.  S,,  Lieutenant. 

Simmons,  T.  H.,  Lieutenant. 

Strong,  W.  E.,  General,  Chicago.  Illo. 

Stebbins,  F.  G.,  Lieutenant, 

Smith.  A.  J.,  General. 

Sabine.  A.,  Major.  Jefferson ville,  Ind. 

Sareley.  J.  J..  Major,  Montana,  Iowa. 

Scholield.  H.,  Colonel,  Washington,  loisa. 

Semple,  James.  Lieutenant. 

Seam,  D.  S.,  Lieutenant. 

Sotterfield,  T.  R.,  Chaplain. 

Smith.  H.  B.,  Captain. 

Sherburne,  E.  .\.,  Captain. 

Stewart,  Owen,  Colonel. 
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Smith.  M.  L.,  General,  St.  Loui*,  Mo. 

Stafford,  E.  F.,  Captain. 

Silvat,  C.  P.,  Lieutenant. 

Swarlhout,  W.,  Lieutenant -Colonel,  Qiiincy,  Ills. 

Schiel,  T.  E.,  Lieutenant. 

Scales,  W.  B.,  General. 

Starring,  F.  A.,  General,  Chicago,  Ills. 

Smith,  R.  A.,  Captain. 

Scribner,  W.  S.,  Lieutenant. 

SturgeK,  IL,  Captain. 

Shedd,  Warren,  General,  Warrensbuf^,  Mo. 

Smith,  A.  J.,  Captain,  Chillicothe,  O. 

Still.  R.  A..  Captain. 

Simpson,  John  E.,  Major,  IndianapolU,  Ind. 

Smith.  Miles,  Colonel. 

Scammon,  Chas.  T-.  Major,  Chicago,  111. 

Stewart,  \V.  H.,  Captain. 

Smith,  J.  W.,  Captain. 

Smith,  J.  M.,  CapUin.  Chicago,  111. 

Stone,  J.  C,  Colonel. 

Smith,  J.  A..  Captain. 

Smith,  W.  S.,  General. 

Scott,  John,  Colonel,  Nevada,  Iowa. 

Sanders,  A.  H.,  General,  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Stockdale.  S.  H.,  Major,  New  Orleans,  La, 

Stackton.  J.  S.,  General. 

Sprague.  J.  W.,  General,  Winona.  Wis, 

Stewart,  A.  S.,  Captain. 

Skinner,  II.,  Lieutenant -Colonel. 

Strong,  W.  A.,  Captain,  Chicago,  Ills- 
Taylor,  Ezra,  General,  Chicago.  Ills. 

Tjtler,  S.  S.,  Lieutenant. 

Towne,  R.  R-,  Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Towne,  II.  M.,  Lieutenant. 

Tompkins.  Lt^an,  Major,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Teed.  D..  Captain. 

Townsend,  C.  D.,  Major. 

Tjner.  M.  11..  Captain,  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Tulles,  James,  Lieutenant -Colonel.  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Tillson,  John,  General.  Qiiincv.  III. 

Thomas,  D.  C  General. 

Toby,  E.  P.,  Lieutenant. 

Thomson.  T-  H..  Captain,  Geneva.  Ills. 

Terrv,  U.  J,,  Lieutenant. 
Ta^art,  C,  Captain,  Freeport,  111. 
True,  J.  M.,  General,  Mattoon,  III. 
Taylor,  F.  M.,  Lieutenant. 
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ior,  Mattoon.  111. 

Major,  Chicago,  III. 
,  Major,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
Z..  Lieutenant,  Chicago.  111. 
rV..  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 
:.ieutenant  Colonel,  Paris.  Ill, 
,  Colonel,  Toledo.  O. 
,  Captain,  Cleveland,  O. 
Lieutenant,  Springfield.  III. 
.,  Lieutenant -Colonel. 
Colonel,  Litchfield,  III, 

General,  Cincinnati,  O. 

inel,  Cleveland,  O. 

laj  or- Genera  I,  Newark.  O. 

..  Lieutenant.  CotuinbuB,  (). 

jor,  Cincinnati,  O. 

C,  Colonel.  Hannibal.  Mo. 

general.  Columbu«,  O. 

ieneral,  Newark,  O. 

eneral,  St.  Paul.  Minn. 

ieneral.  Lebanon,  O. 

.plain. 

iptain.  Cincinnati.  O. 

General,  New  York  Citv. 

eneral.  Belleville,  III. 

mel.  Cincinnati.  O. 

ijor,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

General. 

i..  Surgeon.  Chicago.  Ills. 
,,  General,  Ashland.  O. 
iptain,  Cambridge,  O. 

inel,  Springfield,  Ills, 
ieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 
Captain,  South  Pass,  lllv 

General. 
Lieutenant, 
I.,  Colonel. 
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Webber,  J.  C.  General,  Springfield,  III. 

White,  J.  G.,  Captain. 

Welker,  F.,  Captain,  Mount  Vernon,  O. 

White,  J,  E.,  Captain. 

Wood,  E.  J.,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Goshen,  Ind. 

Wilson,  F.  H.,  Major,  Newark,  O. 

Warner,  John,  Lieutenant- Colonel,  Clinton,  111. 

Wilcox,  Colonel. 

White,  M.   H.,  Major,  Cincinnati.  O. 

Wells,  G.  E.,  Colonel,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Wrians,  J.  L.,  Lieutenant. 

Wud,  H.  A.,  Lieutenant. 

Warner,  V..  Captain. 

Williams,  C.   W.,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Williams,  G.  C  Lieutenant. 

Woodbury,  H.   H.,  Adjutant. 

Webber,  A.  B.,  Captain. 

Wallace,  Thomas,  Captain, 

Warrens,  C.  H.,  Lieutenant. 

Whiting,  Lieutenunt. 

Weaver,  C.  R.,   Colonel. 

Wilson,  J.  IL,  Major-General,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 

Walker,  W.  B.  Lieutenant. 

Worden,  .\.,  Major. 

Wood,  John,  Colonel. 

Williams.  D.   H.,  Lieutenant- Colo  net. 

Wilson,  O.  M.,  Major. 

Woods,  P.  N.,  Surgeon. 

Wood,  W.   W..  Lieutenant,  Belvidere,  lU. 

Yorke,  L.  E.,  General,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Young,  Wm.,  Captain,  Freeport,   III. 

Zickerick.  Wm. 

Zearing,  J.  R.,  Major,  Dover,  111. 
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CONSTITUTION'. 


The  AsBOciation  shall  be  known  as  "The  Society  or  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee."  and  shall  include  everv  officer  nho  has  served  with  honor  in 
that  Army. 

Ilonorarv  members  mav  be  elected  from  those  who  have  served  with  honor 
and  distinction  in  any  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States. 


The  object  of  the  Society  shall  be  to  keep  alive  and  preserve  that  kindly  and 
cordial  feeling  which  has  been  one  of  the  characteristics  of  this  Army  during 
its  career  in  the  oervice,  and  which  haft  given  it  Ruch  harmony  of  action,  and 
contributed,  in  no  small  degree,  to  its  glorious  achievements  in  our  country's 

The  fame  and  glory  of  all  the  officers  belonging  to  this  Army,  who  have 
fallen  either  on  the  field  of  battle,  or  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  shall  be  a  sacred 
trust  lo  this  Society,  which  shall  cause  proper  memorials  of  their  services 
to  be  collected  and  preserved,  and  thus  transmit  their  names  with  honor  to 
posterity. 

The  families  of  all  such  officers  who  shall  be  in  indigent  circumstances  will 
have  a  claim  upon  the  generosity  of  the  Society,  and  will  be  relieved  by  the 
loluntarv  contributions  of  its  members  whenever  brought  lo  their  attention. 
In  like  manner,  the  fame  and  suflTering  families  of  those  officers  who  may 
hereafter   be  stricken  down  by  death  shall  be  a  tnist  in  the  hands  of  their 


For  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  these  objects,  the  Society  shall  be  organized 
by  the  annual  election  of  a  Prehident  and  Vice-Presidents.  The  Vice-Presi- 
dents to  be  chosen,  one  from  each  Armv  Corps  of  the  old  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  a  Corresponding  and  a  Recording  Secretary. 

The  Society  shall  meet  once  in  every  year,  and  those  officers  who,  for  any 
cause,  are  unable  to  attend  its  meeting,  will  be  expected  to  write  lo  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  the  Society,  and  impart  such  information  in  regard  to 
themselves  as  they  may  desire,  and  which  may  be  of  interest  to  their  brother 
officers.  Honoring  the  glorious  achievements  of  our  brothers -in -arms  belonging 
lo  other  annies,  whose  services  have  contributed,  in  an  equal  degree,  in  the 
re-establishnient  of  our  Governmenl,  and  desiring  to  draw  closer  to  them  in 
the  bonds  of  social  feeling,  the  President  or  either  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of 
[his  Society  shall  he  authorized  to  invite  the  attendance  of  any  officer  of  the 
United  States  Army  at  any  of  our  annual  meetings. 
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AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITrTION. 

First.  That  the  firsl  sentence  of  the  third  article  of  the  Constitution  ht 
amended  bo  an  to  read  aa  follows: 

"The  Society  shall  be  organized  by  the  annual  election  of  a  President  and 
six  Vice- Preside ntn,  a  Recording  Secretarv,  a  Corresponding  Secretarv,  and 

BY-LAWS, 


All  persona  applying  previoiii  to,  on,  or  after  the  annual  meeting  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  aevcntj,  (1870),  for  enrollment,  shall  pay  a  membership  fee  of  ten 
dollars,  ($io);  that  the  annual  dues  shall  continue  to  be  one  dollar,  ($1),  and 
persona  applying  for  membership  shall  pay  backduef;  that  all  fees  and  dues  are 
payable  to  the  Recording  Secretary,  and  all  money  received  by  him  on  account 
of  the  Society  shall  be  tranKferred  to  the  Treasurer;  and  that  all  nione; 
received  aa  fees  shall  by  the  Treasurer  be  added  to  the  Permanent  Fund. 

Money  for  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Society  may  be  expended  bi  the 
Treasurer  upon  the  warrant  of  the  President,  All  other  expenditure-,  only 
in  pursuance  of  a  rote  of  the  Society. 

The  Treasurer  shall  make  a  report  to  the  annual  nieeling  of  all  receipt'^  and 
expenditures  with  vouchers. 

The  Recording  Secretary  shall  report  to  the  annual  meeting  all  mone* 
received  bv  him,  and  all  transferred  by  him  to  the  Treasurer. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  report  to  every  meeting  ali  corre- 
spondence of  general  interest, 

Alt  queations  and  resolutions  shall  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  the  members 
present.  But  amendments  proposed  to  the  Constitution  shall  be  acted  upon 
only  at  the  annual  meeting  subsequent  to  the  one  at  which  they  mar  be  pro- 
posed, unless  the  postponement  be  dispensed  with  by  a  vote  of  two -thirds  of  the 
members  present. 

The  order  of  Business  shall  be  as  follows: 

1 .  Reading  of  the  journal  of  the  previous  meeting. 

3.  Appointment  of  committees  on  business  and  for  nomination  of  officers. 

3.  Receiving  reports. 

4.  Current  busineaa. 
;.  Election  of  officers. 
6.  Adjournment. 

If  the  Society  shall,  at  any  meeting,  omit  to  designate  the  time  and  place  of 
the  next  meeting,  the  Preaident  shall,  by  due  public  notice,  fix  the  time  and 
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FOURTH  ANNUAL   REPORT 

PROCEEDI-NGS 

Army  of  the   Tenne 


Society  of  the     Army  of  the 


Louisville,  Kv.,  November  17,  1869.  \ 

At  the  third  nnniial  reunion  of  the  Society,  held  in  Chicago,  a 
resolution  was  passed  directing  the  President  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  select  the  place  for  holding  the  fourth  annual  reunion. 
After  much  correspondence  by  that  committee,  during  the  past 
Winter  and  Summer,  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  quite 
advisable  to  do  so.  and  did  select  the  city  of  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
for  the  reunion.  Giving  the  President  due  notice,  on  July  7th,  of 
this  conclusion,  he,  on  the  15th  of  July,  issued  the  following  call, 
which  was  duly  forwarded  to  the  members  of  the  Society  by  the 
Corresponding  Secretary: 

SotlETY  OF  TilK  AR.MV  OF  THE  TENNESSEE,    ) 

Washington,  D.  C,  JuIv  IS.  1S69.  ( 

OJi<^frs  of  IAf  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

You  are  respectfullv  notified  that,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  made 
at  vour  last  annual  meeting,  the  fourth  annual  reunion  of  the  "  Society  of  the 
Anuv  of  the  Tennessee"  will  be  held  at  Louisville.  Kenlutkv,  on  the  17th 
day  of  November.  1869.  at  10  o'clock  a,  .m. 

Every  officer  who  has  at  any  time  served  with  honor  in  the  Army  and 
IJepartmenI  of  the  Tennessee  is,  by  the  Constitution,  eiilitted  to  a  membership 
in  the  Socicly.  and  to  all  such  an  earnest  request  to  be  present  is  extended. 

Business  of  unusual  importance  will  claim  the  attention  of  the  Society  al 
this  meeting,  and  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  a  full  attendance. 

The  Local  Committee  of  Arrangemenls  at  Louisville,  to  be  selected,  will 
make  all  needed  arrangements  for  the  meeting,  and  give  due  notice. 

John  a.  Rawlins, 
L.  M.  Davton.  President. 

Rerordimg  Sccrrlary. 

(.'orrespondiug  Seerelary. 
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On  the  31st  of  July  the  President  gave  notice,  through  the 
Corresponding  Secretary,  of  his  selection  of  the  committee  of 
nrrangements.  This  committee  established  headquarters  at  the 
Gait  House,  and  secured  Weisiger  Hall  for  the  Society  to  use  for 
business  purposes. 

At  one  o'clock  the  members  that  had  arrived,  marched  to  the 
hall  and  organized,  being  called  to  order  hv  Major-General  G.  M. 
Dodge,  the  Senior  Vice-President  present,  and  at  his  request  the 
Secretary  read  the  call  for  the  meeting. 

By  request  of  the  chair,  Vice-President  General  Rusk  took  a 
seat  on  the  platform,  as  also  did  Lieu  tenant-General  Sheridan. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Major-General  Wilson,  and  Major-Ocn- 
cral  Hazen, 

The  committee  of  arrangements  had  selected  Colonel  V.  J, 
I^ndrum  to  welcome  the  members  in  an  address,  which  he  deliv- 
ered at  this  time,  and  which  is  given  below  in  full. 

ADDRESS  OF  GENERAL  W.  J.  LAXDRUM. 

Mr.  President,  and  Members  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee: — In  the  name  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  and  the 
citizens  of  Louisville,  I  welcome  you  to  the  metropolis  of 
Kentucky. 

If  it  should  be  asked,  whence  the  propriety  of  an  organization 
such  as  this,  and  why  in  times  of  peace  we  continue  to  assemble 
from  year  to  year,  the  answer  is,  that  man  by  nature  is  a  social 
being;  that  in  the  cultivation  of  friendly  relations  and  the  reciproca- 
tion of  kind  offices  all  good  men  experience  the  greatest  amount 
of  happiness;  and  that,  .is  the  consciousness  of  a  faithful  discharge 
of  duty  is  a  consolation  to  the  soldier  who  fought  to  preserve  the 
nation  in  its  hour  of  greatest  peril,  so  mav  we  rejoice  in  the 
reflection  that,  to  the  valor  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  together  with  that  of  the  noble  men  of  other  com- 
mands, we  are  indebted  for  the  blessings  of  peace  and  a  united 
and  prosperous  country. 

Laying  aside  the  acrimony  of  political  warfare,  and  coming  as 
we  do  from  different  sections,  representing  various  interests,  vet 
bound  together  by  ties  of  affection  which  have  been  cemented  bv 
common  hardships  and  mutual    dangers,  pledged  to  guard  as  a 
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"sacred  trust  the  fame  and  glory  of  our  comrades  who  have  fallen 
upon  the  field  of  battle  or  in  the  line  of  duty,  and  to  give  relief  to 
the  families  of  those  who  have  claims  upon  our  generosity,"  miiy 
we  not,  with  commendable  pride,  look  forward  to  our  annual 
reunions  as  among  the  most  pleasant  episodes  of  a  lifetime? 

These  being  our  aims  and  these  our  objects,  a  cordial  welcome 
must  ever  await  the  gallant  men  of  the  Anny  of  the  Tennessee. 

The  first  in  the  field — the  last  to  return  to  your  homes;  welcomed 
in  peace  as  you  were  welcomed  in  war;  welcomed  by  the  forces 
to  whose  aid  you  hastened  when  the  safety  of  Missouri  was 
threatened  by  overwhelming  numbers;  welcomed  by  the  navy  of 
the  gallant  Porter,  while  struggling  for  relief  from  the  tortuous 
and  treacherous  waters  of  Red  river;  welcomed  by  that  noble 
chieftain.  General  George  H.  Thomas,  when,  on  the  morning  of 
the  15th  of  November,  our  own  illustrious  commander.  General 
W.  T.  Sherman,  rode  into  the  beleaguered  and  almost  famine- 
stricken  lines  of  Chattanooga;  welcomed  by  the  leader  of  the 
grand  old  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  when  that  prince  of  soldiers, 
General  A.  J.  Smith,  came  like  a  ray  of  sunshine  to  his  ice-bound 
camp  at  Nashville;  welcomed  on  the  night  of  the  5th  of  Decem- 
ber, when  all  the  heads  of  column  communicated  at  Marysvillc. 
where  news  was  received  from  the  hungry,  yet  indomitable 
garrison  that  Burnsidc  was  no  longer  invested  in  Knoxville: 
welcomed  upon  the  return  of  peace  to  the  Capital  of  the  nation: 
welcomed  by  the  loved  ones  at  home,  whose  prayers  had  ascended 
to  Heaven  in  your  behalf  through  many  a  night  of  patient 
watching. 

The  historian  will  record  with  pride  the  splendid  deedit  of  that 
army  whose  prowess  silenced  the  batteries  that  frowned  npon  the 
"father  of  waters,"  thus  enabling  the  commerce  of  the  west  tu 
float  in  security  from  Lake  Itasca  to  the  gulf;  and  the  pages  of 
history  will  contain  no  nobler  or  more  brilliant  cimpaign  than  that 
which  won  Atlanta,  and  planted  in  triumph  the  flag  upon  the 
-shore  of  the  sea. 

Actuated  by  a  pure  and  lofty  patriotism,  discarding  all  jealousies 
and  yielding  at  all  times  a  hearty  support  to  your  leaders,  it  is  a 
matter  of  no  surprise  that,  from  Donelson  to  Hentonville,  your 
banners  were  ever  victorious,  and  that  those  under  whom  you 
fought  took  no  backward  steps  upon  the  ladder  of  fame.  Qjiietly 
jind  patiently,  yet  promptly  and  with  energy,  discharging  every 


i.y  Google 


3 1 8  (Proceedings  of  the  Society 

duty,  enduring  privatiims  without  complaint,  you  exhibited  the 
highest    chariictfristics   of  true    soldiers,  and    won  for  yourselves 
imperishable  renown. 
Now  that 

"Grini-visaged  war  hnth  riinoolhed  his  wrinkled  front," 

the  country  beholds  most  of  you  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  civil 
life,  endeavoring  to  expand  the  civilization  of  the  age;  furnishing 
to  the  world  a  grand    illustration  of  the  fact,  that  those  who  are 
first  in  w'ar  lire  also  first  in  peace. 
It  has  liccn  said,  of  a  truth,  that 

"Peace  hath  its  victorieH,  no  less  renowned  than  war," 

ami  in  this  hourof  yonr  welcome,  yon  stand  in  peace  and  security 
beneath  the  star-gemmed  banner  of  the  free,  quiet  spectators  of 
the  grandeur  and  glory  of  an  empire,  destined,  we  trust,  to  con- 
tinue the  home  of  the  freeman  for  all  time  to  come. 

Soldiei-s  of  the  army  whose  first  leader  stands  to-day  the 
honored  head  of  the  nation — that  army  whose  boast  is  that  it  was 
led  to  victory  under  the  guidance  of  Grant,  Sherman,  McPhcrson, 
Howard  and  Logan — we  greet  you,_ together  with  our  comrades  of 
other  armies  who  have  honored  us  with  their  presence  upon  this 
occasion,  as  the  representatives  of  the  volunteer  and  educated 
soldiery  of  the  country,  to  whom  the  thanks  of  a  grateful  people 
will  ever  be  liberally  awarded. 

And  yet,  uinid  these  hours  of  joy,  sorrow,  like  a  cloud  of  the 
night,  broods  over  our  otherwise  happy  reunion.  The  drapery  of 
this  vacant  chair  tells,  in  mute  and  melancholy  eloquence,  of  the 
absence  of  one  who  was  the  pride  not  only  of  this  army,  but  of  the 
American  people.  As  fell  McPherson  and  Ransom,  Boomer  and 
Fairchild.  so,  on  thc.6th  of  September,  1869,  fell  General  John  A. 
Rawlins,  the  President  of  this  Society,  in  the  language  of  hi» 
devoted  friend,  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Republic,  "mourned 
by  a  family  and  by  friends  who  loved  him  for  his  personal  worth 
and  services  to  his  country,  and  by  a  nation  who  acknowledge 
their  debt  of  gratitude  to  him." 

Comrades,  our  hearts  can  not  be  otherwise  than  filled  with 
sadness  at  the  loss  of  one  whose  memory  is  doubly  endeared  to 
us  by  the  recollections  of  Ihc  past.  Truly  did  he  say,  in  reply  to 
the  kind  message  from  Lieutenant-Gcneral  Sheridan,  "If  the  love 
of  mv  friends  could  do  it  I  would  soon  be  a  healthv  nian." 
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One  of  the  founders  of  this  Societv,  in  the  welfare  of  which  he 
took  an  especial  interest,  we  hati  fondly  hoped  that  he  would  be 
spared  to  us,  and  that  upon  this  reunion  we  would  have  the  plcasure 
of  grasping  his  hand  once  more.  Now  that  he  has  gone  to  the 
happier  camping-ground  above,  it  will  be  our  greatest  pleasure  to 
render  that  honor  to  his  memory  and  thnt  attention  to  his  family 
which  his  great  worth  and  eminent  services  so  richly  merit. 

Let  us  hold  in  grateful  remembrance  his  kind  words  and  meri- 
torious deeds,  and  endeavor  to  emulate  the  many  virtues  which 
beautified  and  adorned  his  life.  The  promotion  of  the  prosperity 
of  this  Societv  is  known  to  have  been  one  of  the  objects  of  his 
greatest  solicitude,  and  in  response  to  his  call  we  have  assembled 
to-day.  That  our  meeting  though  sad,  may  not  be  without  its 
beneficial  results,  we  most  fervently  trust  and  confidently  believe. 

From  the  flower-decked  prairies  of  gallant  Illinois,  from  noble 
Indiana  and  patriotic  Ohio,  from  Wisconsin  and  low.n,  Minnesota 
and  Missouri,  from  every  State  that  furnished  the  heroes  of  Vicks- 
burg  and  the  gallant  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  wc  bid  vou  thrice 
welcome. 

The  sound  of  no  unwelcome  gun  will  disturb  your  slumbers 
while  reposing  upon  the  soil  of  this  beautiful  State,  and  when  vou 
separate  for  your  distant  homes,  may  you  carry  with  you  none 
other  than  pleasant  and  joyous  recollections  of  your  visit  to  this 
flourishing  city  of  the  West. 

The  address  was  Ustened  to  with  close  attention,  and  the  assem- 
blage was  by  no  means  slow  to  express,  by  frequent  outbursts  of 
applause,  its  appreciation  of  the  more  eloquent  passages. 

General  J.  H.  Wilson,  the  President  of  the  Society  of  the 
Cavalry  Corps  of  the  West,  had  called  that  Society  to  meet  in 
Louisville  at  the  same  time  as  our  own,  and  the  Committee  of 
Arrangements  thought  it  expedient  that  theceicmimics  of  the  two 
should  be  held  together,  and  to  have  the  welcome  address  of  that 
organization  delivered  at  the  same  time  and  place  as  that  of  our 
own  Society.  Major-Gencral  E.  H.  Murray  had  been  selected  for 
this  duty,  and,  being  called  upon  by  the  presiding  officer,  spoke  as 
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ADDRESS  OF  GENERAL  ELI  H.  MURRAY. 

My  Friends: — It  is  with  a  feeling  alike  of  satisfaction  and  of 
pride  that  the  pleasure  is  mine  to  extend  to  the  cavalry  soldiers  of 
the  West  salutation,  not  to  enact  the  outward  forme  and  cere- 
monies of  a  court  reception,  hut  better,  to  tender  to  vou,  the 
soldiers  of  a  common  country,  an  open-hearted  welcome.  As  the 
rainbow,  with  all  its  hlendcd  beauty,  made  powerful  and  certain 
in  its  import  by  the  words  of  the  Great  Creator,  grants  to  His 
world,  emerging  from  the  storm,  a  restored  calm  and  a  brightening 
sun,  so  in  a  lesser  degree,  but  marked  as  human  hands  and  hearts 
can  mark  it,  does  this  day  our  welcome,  as  a  bow,  greet  you.  As 
inverted,  it  holds  within  its  circumambient  form  the  heart  of  him 
who  now  speaks  to  you  and  of  those  for  whom  he  speaks, 
sending  forth  from  its  depths  their  unadulterated  good  will.  So, 
hoveling  above  you,  and  in  manner  like  unto  that  of  the  heavens, 
will  ours  shelter  yuu  in  its  form  and  shield  you  in  its  strength. 
May  it  gladden  you  in  its  greeting,  and  intensify  that  gladness 
during  each  and  every  moment  that  you  mav  dwell  beneath  our 
sky. 

As  the  true  soldier,  through  a  sense  of  sacred  duty,  welcomes 
the  maddening  shock  of  contending  strife,  at  its  close,  with  all  the 
fullness  of  his  manly  pride  his  hand  strikes  hand  with  those  of  his 
comrades  who  rode  beside  him  before  the  battlements;  thus  to-day. 
gathered  in  a  profound,  and  to  all  an  honorable  peace,  do  we 
stretch  forth  to  you — representatives  of  a  thousand  well-fought 
fields — our  uncased  hands.  1  feel  they  will  be  grasped  in  a  spirit 
second  only  to  the  embrace  given  by  endeared  ones  to  their  return- 
ing veterans. 

We  have  met  to-day  upon  the  broad  vantage  ground  of  pros- 
perity, fidelity  and  peace,  "with  charity  toward  all,  with  malice  to 
none,"  re-echoing  into  "peace  on  earth  and  good  will  toward 
men."  These  arc  found  carved  upon  the  rock  of  our  foundation, 
inscribed  upon  our  walls,  cementing  our  every  monument.  They 
arc  to  be  seen  interwoven  among  our  wreaths  and  labeled  upon 
our  scabbards,  written  upon  our  altars,  aye,  and  clustering  upon 
every  breeze. 

We  meet  in  a  manner  it  is  due  to  history  we  should  meet.  We 
gather  in  a  manner  due  to  ourselves  that  we  should  gather.  We 
arc  here  as  comrades  in  war,  in  peace  friends.  It  is  not  for  me  to 
speak  of  our  country,  clothed  as  we  were    in  majestic  grandeur. 
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stretching  from  sea  to  sea.  gathering  strength  with  our  every  day, 
so  suddenly  convulsed  and  so  fearfully  torn.  It  is  not  for  me  to 
speak  of  our  people,  wedded  to  their  thoughts  of  peace,  so  quickly 
marshaled  into  hosts  of  war,  her  men  grasping  their  shimmering 
steel,  her  women  and  children  bathed  in  tears  and  filled  with  fears. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  recount  our  battles  lost  and  won,  to  refer  to 
our  chivalric  spirit  that  bore  their  streamers  so  boldly  to  the  front, 
or  to  the  proud  forms  that  fell  bleeding  at  every  vein.  Who  of 
lis  remember  them  not?  To  the  living,  wherever  they  may  be,  a 
nation's  thanks.  To  the  dead,  wherever  they  may  lie,  a  nation's 
tears.  Living  or  dead,  known  or  unknown,  "may  children  yet 
unborn  rise  up  and  call  them  hlehsed." 

Identified  with  the  cavalry  arm  of  the  service,  watching  its 
organization,  their  transition  from  untutored  militia  to  well  dis- 
ciplined, bronzed  and  war-worn  veterans,  taking  cognizance  of 
their  constantly  depleting  ranks,  and  sharing  their  peril  and  their 
hardships,  would  it  not  be  strange  did  we  not  possess  an  interest 
in  the  preparation  of  its  history?  Is  it  strange,  in  remembering 
all,  that  we  should  possess  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  each 
individual  part  of  the  grand  whole;  that  words  of  so  earnest 
warmth  should  mark  our  greeting,  that  the  bonds  of  our  union 
should  be  so  ardent  and  so  lasting? 

Within  the  last  decade  of  years  the  history  of  our  country  has 
been  written  in  strife,  in  tears,  and  in  blood.  Your  battered 
swords  and  tattered  flags,  your  shattered  limbs,  full  well  in  solemn 
silence  tell  the  tale.  How  happy  that  deliverance  from  the  carnage 
and  desolation  that  but  yesterday  covered  our  land!  How  sweet 
the  calm  that  finds  the  door  of  the  temple  closed !  How  beautiful 
the  picture  that  presents  our  sabre  the  pruning-hook,  the  storm- 
cloud  broken,  and  peaceful  waves  in  gentle  dalliance  borne  to  our 
no  less  peaceful  sands!  In  this  struggle,  mighty  in  its  proportions, 
crimson  in  its  hue,  and  grand  in  its  results,  you  have  borne  no 
insignificant  part.  Your  record  entitles  you  to  a  proportionate 
share  of  whatever  of  glory  and  honor  attaches  to  our  people. 
The  patient  endurance  that  characterized  your  arduous  campaigns, 
the  valor  that  caused  your  sabres  to  leap  from  your  sides  and 
urged  your  steeds  upon  a  determined  foe,  will  ever  cause  the 
hearing  of  its  possessors  to  be  that  of  men  worthy  of  the  name 
and  worthy  of  the  age  in  which  you  live.  Sound  your  roll-call: 
bring  forth  the  battle-flags  upon  whose  broad  folds  are  to  be  found 
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the  record  of  your  deeds.  They  are  thev  that  testify  your  duty 
done.  I  see  your  names  and  their  battles  (for  battles  belong  to 
the  fallen)  inscribed  indelibly  upon  the  pillars  of  our  country. 
All  that  makes  the  Roldicr  illustrious  and  his  battles  a  pride  to  his 
people  cluster  around  and  about  you:  as  an  American,  it  slit's 
within  me  that  feeling  great  above  all  others,  national  pride.  Let 
this  but  be  instilled  into  the  bosotns  of  our  youth,  and  all  that 
tends  to  its  preservation  taught  their  infant  lips,  and  we  can  have 
no  more  perfect  guarantee  of  happiness  as  a  nation  for  all  time 
to  come. 

In  our  reimions  let  us,  in  comfort  and  within  welcoming  wall, 
continue  and  renew  associations  brought  into  existence  around 
camp-fires,  on  the  march,  and  in  the  midst  of  battle.  Let  us  ever, 
in  tearfid  silence  and  in  sadness,  remember  our  dead.  Comrades, 
we  are  not  all  here  to-night.  There  were  others  of  us — other 
voices  and  other  bosoms,  but  hushed  in  the  silence  of  a  soldier's 
grave,  wrapped  in  their  starry  winding-sheets;  thev  have  rested 
In  unconscious  repose.  I  catch  from  beyond  the  deep  river  of 
blood  through  which  they  have  passed  their  voice  of  triumph  and 
their  song  of  welcome.  You  are  here  this  hoiir,  bidden  by  the 
living  and   welcomed  by  the  protecting  shades  of  our  chivalric 

The  relations  borne  by  a  soldier  to  his  country  are  of  a  peculiar 
nature.  However  advanced  and  proficient  in  all  the  arts  and 
sciences  her  people  may  become,  yet  allow  her  soldiery  to  be 
branded  with  cowardice,  her  flag  a  yielding  one,  and  that  moment 
she  is  hurled  from  her  otherwise  position  of  proud  eminence, 
her  name  becoming  a  mockery  and  a  by-word  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth. 

We  have  much  upon  which  to  congratulate  ourselves  and  the 
whole  country.  The  morrow's  sun  looks  not  forth  upon  the  red 
glare  of  contest  and  of  suffering.  In  beauteous  splendor  it  calls 
our  whole  people  to  their  christian  temples.  Our  reveille  for  the 
coming  day  calls  us  not  forth  in  squadron  array,  but  bids  us  join 
to  render  thanks. 

The  true  soldier  may  be  unmindful  of  danger  and  of  self,  but 
unmindful  of  his  God  and  country — never! 

We  have  to  thank  God  that  the  American  flag  floats  in  beauty 
.  upon  every  ocean,  our  people  stand  honored  upon  every  shore. 

May  the  waste  places  and  sad  hearts  of  our  land  be  gladdened. 
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and  our  country  in  the  future,  rs  so  proudly  she  has  done  in  the 
past,  shine  forth  bright  as  the  sun  of  noonday,  and  fostering  to  her 
people  as  are  the  gentlest  rains  of  heaven  to  our  trackless  fields. 
As  your  comrade,  to  you,  in  the  name  of  Kentucky,  in  all  that 
she  has  been  in  the  past  and  all  that  we  may  hope  for  the  future 
— her  verdant  valleys,  her  pregnant  hills  and  limped  waters;  by 
all  the  recollections  that  cluster  around  the  glory  of  her  arms;  in 
the  name  of  her  living  and  by  the  memory  of  her  illustrious 
fallen — we  speak  your  welcome.  As  your  armors  were  bright 
and  your  proud  escutcheons  unsullied  in  war,  so  in  peace  may 
your  days  on  earth  and  your  prosperity  be.  When  your  last 
solemn  "tattoo"  shall  have  sounded, 

■'May  the  twin  angeU  ever  with  you  dwell, 

And  grateful  thousands  in  rejoicing  tell 

Of  thy  great  deeds." 

These  addresses  were  received  most  cordially  and  were  fre- 
(juently  applauded,  indicating,  as  they  did  themselves,  the  good 
feeling  toward  and  the  good  time  in  store  for  us  all. 

Following  next,  the  chair  announced  the  Society  as  ready  for 
the  transaction  of  business. 

The  Secretary  said  he  thought  it  advisable  to  suspend  the  reg- 
idar  order  of  business  on  account  of  so  many  menbers  not  being 
present,  and  then,  after  appointing  two  committees  that  were 
essential  at  this  time,  to  adjourn  until  some  hour  to-morrow. 

Colonel  Joel  expressed  the  belief  that  we  might  as  well  adjourn 
without  suspending  the  order  of  business,  but  desired  information 
on  the  subject. 

The  Secretary  explained,  that  it  was  important,  first,  to  appoint 
some  committees  now,  in  order  that  thev  should  have  as  much 
time  for  deliberation  before  their  reports  were  needed  as  possible. 
To  do  this  the  rules  must  be  suspended.  The  duty  of  one  of 
these  committees  would  be  to  select  the  place  of  holding  the  next 
annual  reunion,  and  that  of  the  other  to  suggest  the  officers  of  the 
Society  for  the  coming  year,  the  reports  of  both  of  which  it  is 
important  should  be  acted  upon  before  our  final  adjournment. 
We  desire  to  make  as  much  of  the  time  before  us  as  we  can,  and 
to  that  end  transact  this  business  now.  He  said,  also,  thai  on 
accoimt  of  the  severe  storm  many  members  had  not  reached 
Ixjuisvillc,  among  them  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, who  had  their  annual  reports  to  make,  and  as  it  was  certain 
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everybody  who  was  delayed  would  arrive  by  evening,  it  was  due 
to  them  in  courtesy  that,  following  such  business  transaction  as 
was  necessary,  we  adjourn. 

Colonel  Joel  acquiescing,  on  motion  of  Colonel  Dayton: 

Resolved,  That  the  regular  order  of  the  business  rules  of  the 
Society  be  suspended  during  its  session  of  to-dav- 

On  motion  of  General  Spraguc: 

Hesolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  select  and 
recommend  officers  for  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Chair  announced  as  that  committee:  Major-General  J.  W, 
Sprague,  Major-General  J.  M,  Corse,  Colonel  Tliomas  Reynolds. 
Major-General  W.  B.  Ilazen,  Brigadier-General  E.  W,  Rice. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  J.  M.  I^Ktmis: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  recommend 
to  the  Society  before  its  final  adjournment,  and  for  its  action,  the 
place  for  holding  the  fifth  reunion. 

The  Chair  named  as  such  committee:  Brigadier-General  B.  D. 
Fearing,  Colonel  J.  M.  Loomis,  Colonel  A.  H.  Markland.  Colonel 
E,  M.Jocl,  General  W.J.  Landrum. 

Though  this  motion  was  made  by  Colonel  Loomis,  and  he, 
therefore,  entitled  to  be  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  he  was,  at 
his  own  request,  reheved  from  the  duty. 

A  motion  was  here  made  to  adjourn,  hut  consideration  was 
prevented  by  repeated  calls  for  a  speech  from  Lieu  tenant -Gen  era! 
Sheridan. 

The  General, in  responding  to  this  complimentary  call, said: 

Fellow-Soldiers  and  Members  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee: — I  thank  you  with  all  my  heart  for  the  compliment 
vou  have  paid  me.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  present  here 
to-day.  I  feel,  and  shall  always  feel,  a  pleasure  in  associuting 
with  the  members  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  My  warmest 
sympathies  arc  with  you,  for  I  once  belonged  to  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee.  [Applause.]  The  first  star  put  upon  my  shoulder 
was  put  there  by  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  [Renewed 
applause  and  cries  of  "Good."] 

General  Schofield,  in  response  to  repeated  calls  for  a  speech, 
haid: 

Friends  and  Comrades  of  the  Armv  of  the  Tennessee: 
— ^Though  I  have  not  the  honor  of  being  a  member  of  your  Society. 
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I  feel  the  greatest  pleasure  in  being  with  you,  and  I  shall  alwavs 
be  glad  to  meet  you  anywhere.  I  "do  no*  feel  that  I  am  among 
strangers,  for  I  recognize  many  faces  and  forms  side  by  side  with 
whom  I  have  had  the  honor  to  serve  on  the  battle-field. 

General  J.  H.  Wilson,  General  Hazen,  General  Corse,  Governor 
Bramlctte,  and  General  Merritt,  were  called  on  in  succession  for 
speeches,  and  in  very  happy  manners  i«spanded,  much  to  the 
pleasure  of  all  present. 

On  motion  of  General  Fearing: 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  now  stand  adjourned  until  7|  o'clock 

Pending  the  vote  on  this  motion.  General  Dodge  announced 
the  programme  of  exercises  for  the  evening. 

Weisiger  Hall,  7^  o'clock,  p.  m. 

The  members  present  in  the  city  assembled  in  the  hall  to  hear 
the  addresses;    a  large    number  of  citizens    were   also  present 

General  Dodge  requested  those  assembled  to  preserve  order  a 
moment,  and  then  announced  that  it  had  been  thought  best  to 
defer  all  the  exercises  intended  for  this  evening,  imtil  to-morrow 
evening,  and  explained  the  reason  for  so  doing. 

Telegrams  had  been  received,  and  they  were  read,  from  mem- 
bers who  were  with  large  parties  coming  to  the  reunion,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  severe  storm  had  been  delayed  beyond  anv 
possibilitv  of    arriving  in  time  for  the  meeting. 

General  Noyes,  who  was  to  deliver  the  annual  address,  and 
General  Parker,  who  was  to  deliver  an  eulogy  on  our  late  Presi- 
dent at  this  time,  were,  from  the  same  cause,  delayed. 

Though  other  exercises  were  provided  for,  the  committee 
considered  it  best  to  pospone  all,  and  consequently  the  meeting 
adjourned  until  6  o'clock  to-n 


The  Society  met  in  Weisigcr  Hall,  pursuant  to  the  adjournment 
of  yesterday,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  Vice-President,  Gen- 
eral Dodge.  Of  the  officers  of  the  Society  there  were  present 
two  Vice-Presidents,  the  Recording  Secretary,  the  Corresponding 
Secretary,  and  Treasurer.     A  larger  number  of  Ibe  members  tliau 
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was  expected  were  in  atlendaiicc.  That  men  who  are  in  their 
homes,  so  wide-spread  from  each  other,  and  so  far  distant  from 
our  places  of  reunion,  come  and  join  in  the  bnfiiness  operations 
of  the  Society  and  its  pleasures,  is  a  gratifying  proof  of  the 
earnest  interest  they  take  in  the  organization. 

The  first  in  order  of  business  being  the  reading  of  the  journal 
of  the  Society,  the  presiding  officer  called  upon  the  Secretary  to 
read  his  records  of  the  last  annual  meeting;  but,  on  motion  of 
General  E,  S.  McCook  : 

Reso/ved,  That  as  most  of  the  members  present  have  read  the 
rccords  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  as  published  by  the  committee 
appointed  for  th.it  purpose,  the  journal  kept  by  the  Recording- 
Secretary  be  adopted  without  reading. 

By  request  of  the  presiding  officer,  the  Secretar}-  read  the 
journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings,  and  it  was  adopted  without 
debate. 

Next  order  of  business  for  the  attention  of  the  Society  was 
receiving  reports. 

The  Corresponding  Secretarv  read  and  submitted  his  report, 
which  is  as  follows: 

CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

LuLisviLLR.  Ky.,  A'ozemBer  J?.  186S. 
Mr.  Prexldeni.  ami  Members  of  the  Society  of  Ikr  Army  of  Tcnaessee: 

Gentlembs: — At  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Society.  I  have  the- 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report; 

On  the  loth  day  of  March  I  received  i.ooo  copies  of  the  report  of  proceedings 
of  the  third  annual  reunion  and  commenced  their  distribution.  Six  hundred 
Rnd  IhirtV'lH-o  (63J)  copies  were  sen!  bv  mail  to  intfividual  niembern  of  the 
Society,  two  hundred  (Joo)  copies  were  sent  by  express  to  the  officers  of  the 
Society  for  distribution,  and  the  remainder  distributed  by  mail  among  officerx- 
of  the  anny  who  have  not  yet  become  members  of  the  Society. 

As  rapidly  as  ■■  proof  sheets  "  of  this  report  could  be  obtained.  Ihey  were 
fon»-arded  to  General  W,  E,  Strong  lor  inBertion  in  the  combined  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  meeting  at  Chicago,  A  great  deal  of  time  and  labor 
having  been  expended  upon  this  report,  it  is  only  now  ready  for  delivery. 

In  accordance  with  the  arrangements  heretofore  made,  this  Society  is  entitled 
to  640  copieii,  and  I  now  auajt  the  instructJonB  of  the  Society  in  reference  to 
their  distribution. 

On  the  17th  day  of  July  I  received  the  call  for  thiis  meeting,  and  immediately- 
placed  it  in  the  bands  of  the  printer,  and  on  the  j6iK  of  July  caused  a  copy 
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to  be  mailed  to  every  member  of  the  Societj'  whose  address  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain. 

Immediateljr  after  the  isiiuance  of  this  call  it  was  ascertained  that  there  had 
'  been  a  typographJcai  mistake  made  in  the  date  of  the  meeting;.  A  corrected 
circular  wa«  at  once  iBsueii  and  forwarded  lo  the  members. 

On  the  jrd  of  August  I  received  the  announcement  of  the  Eiecutive  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  make  arrangemenlB  for  this  meeting.  Circulars  were 
printed  and  distributed  as  before.  We  were  unable  to  send  our  annual  report 
and  call  for  thi«  meeting  to  many  membere  of  the  Societv  who  were  entitled 
to  them,  in  consequence  of  being  unable  to  ascertain  their  places  of  residence. 

I  would,  therefore,  earnestly  recommend  that  immediate  step«  be  taken  to 
procure  the  correct  post-office  address  of  eierv  member  of  the  Societv.  and 
that  the  Recording  Secretary'  be  instructed  to  incorporate  the  same  in  his 
record  of  membership.  While  bv  circulars  and  correspondence  1  have  during 
the  past  year  ascertained  the  location  of  two  hundred  and  three  (2oj)  memberK 
not  heretofore  known,  there  are  still  one  hundred  and  twentv-seven  (127) 
members  whose  post-office  address  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain. 

During  the  past  j'Car  I  have  received  and  answered  one  hundred  and  eightv 
<i8oJ  letters  pertaining  to  the  business  of  the  Societ.v  and  the  McPherson 
monument. 

But  few  of  the  absent  members  have  complied  with  Article  3  of  our  Consti- 
tution, which  states  thit  "those  officers  who.  for  anr  cause,  are  unable  to 
attend  its  meetings,  will  be  expected  to  write  to  the  Corresponding  Secretarr 
of  the  Societv  and  impart  such  information  in  regard  to  themselves  as  thet 
may  desire  and  which  may  be  of  interest  to  their  brother  officers."  The 
reading  and  publication  of  this  correspondence  being  a  i-ery  pleasant  feature 
of  our  meetings,  I  can  not  too  strongly  urge  upon  our  menibers  a  more  general 
compliance  with  the  requirements  of  this  Article  of  our  Constitution. 

A.     lllCKEXLOOPEH, 

Correspondixg  Sfcrelary. 

Oil  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be 
accepted  and  entered  upon  the  journal  of  the  Societv. 

The  Treasurer  read  and  submitted  his.  annual  report  as  follows: 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Society  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  | 

LoiisviLLE,  Nevtmber  17,  1869.       f 

At  the  last  report  there  were  in  the  Permanent  Fund  a  Government  bond  for 

%^oo  and  a  cash  balance  of  (199.97.     There  has  been  paid  in  since  by  members 

|j,ioo,  and  by  interest  on  bond  with  premium  on  gold  $113. 

As  my  report  of  last  year,  containing  the  statement  of  the  investment  in  a 
Government  bond,  was  approved,  I  bought,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  two 
Government  bonds,  for  f  1,000  each,  when  the  premium  was  xeveii  per  cent. 
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If  the  Society  had  aulhorized  me,  a^  I  reijueBteiJ,  (o  transfer  back  (o  the 
Permanent  Fund  (340.  transferred  fmni  it  to  the  General  Fund  in  :S66, 1  could 
have  purchased  another  bond  (brtsooal  the  cariK  time.  I  rcspectfullv  aaV 
lor  authoritv  to  make  the  Iranifrr.  with  in  le  res  I  from  the  date  of  the  original 
transfer. 

As  it  IB  important  >o  nume  the  PemianenI  Fund,  1  enter  in  it  die  interest  on 
the  bonds  ae  it  acrrues. 

The  amount  of  this  liind  is  now  f.i..'!"'^  "''  bonds,  and  (381.98  in  cash. 

The  balaru;e  remaining-  in  the  General  Fund  at  last  report  was  $77-^ — 
$1,40;  have  bem  paid  in  since. 

The  coKt  of  printing  tbe  pforeediugs  of  oor  last  annual  meeting,  lor  the  use 
of  tlie  iitemberr.  of  the  Society,  was  t34S._<;o. 

As  the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Local  Committer  al  Chicagt)  was  not 
sufficient  to  print  the  proposed  general  report  of  the  proceedii^  there,  the 
president*  of  the  diflerent  societies,  upon  coniultalion  with  members,  agreed 
to  contribute  to  the  puKicilian,  recsivin'j  in  ru'tiirn  a  fixed  numbsr  of  copies 
for  member*  of  their  respective  societies.  Upon  the  order  of  General  Rawlins, 
President  of  the  Sodetv,  I  paid  over  %^it,  to  General  Strong,  Chairman  of  the 
Local  Committee  al  Chicago,  for  that  purpose. 

The  books  tJiould  be  at  the  meeting  at  Louisville  for  distribution. 

The  balance  remaining  in  the  General  Fund  is  tSoS.74. 

Herewith  are  the  GovemmenI  bonds,  the  ca»h  on  hand,  and  voui^Mr*  for 
cxperuliUires.  together  with  the  Treasurer's  hook  of  accounts. 

M.  F.  Force, 
Trtatmrrr  Sorirly  rf  Ike  Army  of  tkr  Ttumestrr. 

Permanent  Fund. 
On  hand  at  last  report,  one  bond  for  $500  and  cash.  %    199  97 

Received. ^.3^3  o' 

Paid  for  \ifXJo  boTMlis ti,<40  00 

Remaining.  (1,500  bond*,  and  cash,           ....  (3S1  9& 
Cmtral  Fund. 

On  liand  at  last  report. (      77  24 

Received. ,         .         .         .  1.405  00 

(m8)  H 
Paid  out, 673  50 

Remaining  on  hand,       '......  gug  y^ 

On  motion  of  Major  Wilson; 

Resolved.  That  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  be  accepted  and 
incorporated  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Society. 

The  Recording  Secretary  then  read  and  submitted  his  annual 
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report;  as  required  by  the   By-Laws  of  the  Society,  which  is  as 
follows: 

RECORDING  SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

Society  Army  of  the  Tennessee.       ( 

Washingtou,  D.  C,  November  2,  186S.  f 

Sir: — In  accordance  with  nrlicle  3  of  the  Bv-I^ws  of  the  Society,  I  have 

the  honor  to  report,  that  since  my  last  return,  made  on   December  ist,  1S68, 

for  our  third  annual  meeting,  I  have  received  from  the  members  of  the  Society 

the  following  moneys: 

Paid  for  dues  to  the  Society.         .....         $1,40;  00 

Paid  toward  the  Permanent  Fund,      .....      a, 100  00 

Making  a  total  of        -         -         -         -         -         $3,605  00 
In  conformity  to  the  By-Laws,  this  money  has  been  transferred  to  Major- 
General  Force,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  and  I  hold  his  receipts  for  the 

I  am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  Davtok, 
RecordiMg  Secretary  S.  A.  T. 

On  motion  of  (Jeneral  Force: 

Resolved.  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  be  received  and 
placed  on  the  journal  of  this  meeting. 

General  Force,  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  at  the 
third  annual  meeting  to  devise,  adopt  and  report  a  form  of  Certifi- 
cate of  Membership,  a  Seal  and  a  Badge  for  the  Society,  read  and 
submitted  the  following  report: 

REPORT  OF  THE   COMMITTEE  ON    SEAL.   CERTIFICATE    OF 
MEMBERSHIP,  AND   BADGE. 

Society  Army  of  tiih  Tbnngssbb,  ) 
LoiisvlLLE,  November n,  1865.  ) 

The  undersigned  were  appointed,  at  the  laKt  meeting,  a  committee  "to  adopt 
a  design  for  a  seat  and  Certificate  of  Membership  for  the  Society;  and  by 
another  resolution,  were  also  instructed  to  adopt  and  report  a  device  for  Badge 
of  the  Society,  and  to  incorporate  in  such  device  a  representation  of  the  corps 
badge  of  each  corps  that  served  In  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee." 

The  committee  accordingly  now  report  a  Seal,  a  design  for  Certificate  of 
Membership,  and  a  device  for  a  Badge. 

It  was  found  impracticable  to  incorporate  the  entire  badge  of  either  the 
thirteenth  or  the  fifteenth  corps  with  others.  Upon  the  suggestion  of  members 
of  these  corps,  the  central  portion  of  their  respective  badges  was  taken,  the 
cahridge-box  alone  for  the  one,  and  the  figure  13.  within  a  circle,  for  the  other. 
After  a  device  had  finally  been  agreed  upon,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  curved 
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Maltese  crosG,  which  had  been  ueed  at  our  meetingB  as  the  badge  o(  the  sixteenth 
corps,  is  not  its  badge,  but  tiiat  the  badf(e  is  a  cross  within  a  circle.  Several 
new  designs  were  then  proposed,  one  of  which  appears  in  the  published  book  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  reunion  at  Chicago.  One  consideration  made  a  final 
change.  We  ore  preparing  a  badge,  not  for  an  existing  armv,  but  for  a  society 
of  members  of  a  disbanded  armv.  already  returned  to  and  merged  in  the  body 
of  the  nation.  Hence  the  device  linall)'  adopted,  and  which  is  now  reported, 
I'epresentK  the  corps  badges  blended  with  the  eagle,  the  emblem  of  the  nation. 

Several  samples  were  made  by  different  jewelers.  The  one  reported  is  of 
gold,  made  by  McGrew,  of  Cincinnati.  Such  can  be  made  for  $15.  If  the 
Society  so  determine,  he  can  issue  a  circular  giving  the  price  both  in  gold  and 
in  cheaper  material. 

The  device  for  the  seal  is  substantially  the  same  with  that  of  the  badge,  and  is 
surrounded  with  the  words  "Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee." 

The  certificate  of  membership  as  designed  is  placed  within  an  ornamental 
vignette,  giving  the  flags  of  the  different  corps,  and  recalling  something  of  our 
field  experience.  It  can  be  lithographed  by  Strobridge,  the  designer,  for  $375. 
with  the  additional  charge  of  (30  for  each  hundred  copies  printed.  To  cover 
such  expense,  we  respectfully  suggest  that  every  member  of  the  Society  on 
receiving  his  certificate  from  the  Recording  Secretari'  pay  therefor  %i. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  F.  Force. 

On  motion  of  Captain  Pullen: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Certificate  of 
Membership,  Seal  and  Badge  for  the  Society,  as  isubmittcd  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  be  accepted  and  incorporated  as  part 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  and  the  committee  discharged. 

General  Sprague.  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
nominate  officers  for  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year,  submitted 
his  report,  as  follows: 

LovisviLLE,  Ky.,  JVovember  JS,  1S69. 
General  G.  M.  Dooob. 

Vice  Fresidtnt  Society  of  ike  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Sir  ; — The  committee  appointed  to  nominate  the  officers  for  the  Society  for 
the  ensuing  year  beg  leave  to  report  their  nominations,  as  follows: 
For  President, 
General  W.  T.  'Sherman. 
For  Vice  Presidents, 
Major-General  G.  M.  Dodge. 
Major-General  C.  C.  Walcutt, 
Colonel  John  Mason  Loomis, 
Brigadier-General  J,  N.  Rusk. 
Colonel  D.  C.  Coleman. 
Brigadier-General  W.J.  Landnim. 
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For  JircordiHg  Setrelary. 

Colonel  L.  M.  Daj'ton. 

For  Cormfoudtng  Secretary. 

Brigadier- General  A.  Hickenlooper. 

Major-General  M.  F.  Force. 

Oh  mution  of  Colonel  Joel: 

Resolved^  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  nomination  of 
officers  for  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  j'car  be  accepted  and  the 
committee  discharged. 

General  Fearing,  chairman,  on  helialf  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  select  the  place  in  which  to  hold  the  Rfth  annual 
reunion,  submitted  a  report,  as  follows: 

Lot  tsviLLE,  Kv.,  \ovrmber  18.  1869. 
To  tir  Sariely  of  tie  Army  of  fie  Tennessee: 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  intnisted  the  duty  of  recommending  the  place 
for  holding  the  next  annual  meeting  of  this  Society.  respectfuUv  report,  that 
the  city  of  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  be  selected  as  the  place  for  holding  said  annual 
meeting. 

Respectfully, 

D.  B.  Fearisu. 

Captain  Klinck  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report;  motion  was 
seconded,  and  on  the  question  being  called.  General  Bucklauth 
moved  that  the  motion  he  amended  to  the  effect  that  the  word 
"Cincinnati"  should  be  struck  out  of  the  report,  and  "Toledo"' 
inserted  therefor. 

General  Bucktand  supported  his  motion  by  saying  that  Cin- 
cinnati had  been  favored  once  with  the  honor  of  entertaining  the 
Society,  while  Toledo,  with  all  her  railroad  and  hotel  facilities, 
had  not.  He  further  assured  the  members  that  they  would  be 
hospitably  cared  for  in  Toledo,  and  the  people  would  give  them  a 
cordial  reception. 

General  Eldridge  sustained  the  motion  of  General  Buckland, 
saying  Toledo  is  in  the  section  from  whence  came  the  larger 
portion  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  it  is  easily 
-accessible,  and  he  thought  it  eminently  proper  the  meeting  for 
1S70  should  be  held  there. 

Colonel  Dayton  said,  that  before  the  question  should  be  put  to 
a  vote  he  desired  to  be  heard.     I  recognize  the  wishes  and  respect 
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the  opinion  of  General  Buckland,  an  old  and  influential  member 
of  our  Societv  and  a  general  officer  of  our  army;  also  do  I  appre- 
ciate the  remarks  of  General  Eldridge;  yet  1  beg  the  members  to 
be  patient  with  mc  until  I  say  a  few  words.  I  think  you  will  all 
accord  to  me  as  having  had  some  experience  in  getting  up  these 
reunions,  and  I  tell  you  that  the  first  of  all  considerations  in 
selecting  a  place  and  deciding  this  question  is  that  of  finding  men 
resident  who  will  take  hold  of  and  take  care  of  the  reunion.  I  say 
nothing  in  preference  or  against  Toledo,  St.  Louis,  Cincinnati  or 
other  cities,  for  wherever  the  reunion  is  held  there  I  shall  go;  but 
I  simply  desire  to  caution  the  gentlemen  that  they  select  a  place 
where  earnest  men  will  be  found  to  care  for  the  interests  of  the 
Society.  The  committee  has  reported  in  favor  of  Cincinnati,  and 
I  know  that  city  is  represented  here  by  men  who  will  see  to  this 
matter,  and  before  you  decide  to  go  elsewhere  I  earnestly  ask.jou 
to  be  sure  that  you  can  do  as  well. 

General  Buckland  said  that  he  would  as.sure  the  committee  that 
we  will  be  as  well  taken  care  of  in  Toledo  as  in  any  city,  not 
excepting  Cincinnati.  I  can  assure  you  that  when  you  get  there 
vou  will  find  the  banner  of  the  Union  flung  to  the  breeze, 
and  you  wifl  not  march  through  the  streets  not  seeing  the  star- 
spangled  banner  unfurled  from  a  single  store.  I  know  her  people: 
and  let  me  assure  you  that  no  place  in  the  country  will  take  more 
pains  than  they  to  entertain  a  society  of  this  kind. 

Colonel  Dayton  said  that  General  Buckland  seemed  to  mis- 
understand me.  He  speaks  of  the  good  people  in  Northern  Ohio, 
and  the  hospitality  of  the  people  of  Toledo.  I  do  not  question 
either;  but  we  can  not  throw  ourselves  upon  their  generosity;  we 
can  not  hold  a  reunion  for  Northern  Ohio  anv  more  than  we  can 
for  Southern  Missouri.  It  has  been  stated  that  a  larger  part  of 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  came  from  Northern  Ohio.  The 
gentleman  will  pardon  me  for  differing  with  him,  for  it  is  known 
that  other  States  bear  a  record  of  having  many  regiments  in  our 
army;  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  Missouri  and  Indiana,  a  fair  proportion, 
but  lUinois  the  greater.  I  am  willing  to  meet  wherever  it  is 
thought  best,  let  it  be  in  Toledo,  Cincinnati,  Springfield,  Indian- 
apolis, Keokuk  or  Madison;  but  the  point  I  make  is,  that  in 
selecting  you  be  sure  and  name  a  point  where  the  President  will 
find    a   good    committee   of  arrangements    to    provide    for  your 
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Colonel  Joel  said:  I  do  not  want  the  meeting  to  be  held  in 
Ohio;  I  want  it  for  the  State  of  Iowa;  I  am  from  Missouri,  and 
am  not  blowing  my  own  State;  but  I  tell  you  that  better  men 
came  from  no  State  than  from  Iowa,  and  her  soldiers  should  be 
shown  some  deference  in  this  matter. 

Colonel  Reynolds  called  for  a  division,  and  on  the  vote  being 
cast,  the  chair  announced  the  resolution  of  General  Bnckland 
as  lost. 

Captain  Edwards  moved  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be 
referred  back  to  it,  with  six  months  allowed  them  in  which  to 
make  their  report;  but,  on  a  division  and  a  count  of  the  vote,  the 
chair  announced  the  motion  lost. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Reynolds: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  select 
the  place  of  holding  the  next  reunion  is  therein  adopted  and  the 
committee  discharged. 

General  Hickenlooper  asked  leave  to  submit  the  report  of 
the  standing  committee  on  the  McPherson  monument;  granted, 
and  he  read  as  follows: 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  McPHERSON  MONUMENT. 


LovisviLLE,  Kv.,  November  17, 1369. 
Mr.  President  and  Members  of  the  Society  of  tke  Army  of  the  Tcaneasee: 

Gentlembk  : — On  behairof  the  committee  on  McPherson  monument  I  have 
the  honor  to  Rubmit,  for  Che  infonnation  of  the  Society,  [he  following  report : 
The  balance  remaining  in  mj  hands  ae  per  report  eubmitted  at  our 

last  annual  meeting  in  Chicago,  December  15th,  lS63  $4'97.^  10 

Amount  of  Bubscriptions  collected  at  eaid  meeting  and  published  in 

last  an  nual  report        -         -         -         ■  •         ■         -  71200 

Amount  of  two  subscriptions  collected  at  said  meeting,  but  through 
mistake  not  published  in  said  report : 

Colonel  Tom.  Reynolds $.S  00 

W.  C.  Kruffner    ' j  00 


ToUl $5,697  1 
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ring  Hibscriptions  have  been  receiveJ 

M.  Hitchcock.     -         -         -      ;59  t 
ijor  W.  P.  Craighill,  of  Uniied 
ashington  Citv — 
.  S.  WiUinmton,  -         -         40  ( 


John  Kean.       -         -         -  j  00 

W.J.  Landrum.  -         -        10  00 

account,  -----  jgj;  ^i 

»l>-34'  <>' 

id  premium  ofTered  for  second  best 
1  monument,  expenfiee  of  advertiEing. 
:  herewith  rendered.  f3^3  9"^ 

y  hands  at  present  date,  '  (6j)>2  72 

;grlt,  as  per  last  report,         (2,060  04 

1  "3  30 

M'73  34 

i«  McLean.  Etq.,  of  Baltimore,  $4-}^i  "^ 

er^l  R.  P.  Buckland.  for  McPherson 

ion  of  Clyde.  -         .         .         .       f3.ooo  00 

:  amount  of  easi  in  the  hands  of  this  committee. 

),  to  beonlv  fS.196.06. 

Slice   will   show   the   status   of  the  subscription 

sq.     On  the  9th  daj'  of  March  I  went  to  Balti- 

ith  Mr.  McLean,  and  on  the  loth  of  Julv  wrote 

■■CiNCiNSATi,  y«/v  1(1.  1S6S. 

Imorc.  Maryland: 

lul  the  first  of  next  month  decide  upon  a  design 
:he  erection  of  the  McPherson  monument,  I  wilt 
vou  for  the  amount  of  your  subscription.  Please 
It.  and  through  what  hank  I  shall  send  drafl  for 

Respectfully, 

A.   HiCKKSLOOPEH. 

Srcretary."  . 
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[reply.] 

"Baltimore,  yalv  IS,  1869. 

A.  HiCKENLOOPER,  EsQj: 

Dear  Sib: — I  have  vour  favor  of  the  (oth  instant,  received  at  Oakland 
j.csterday,  (at  which  place  lay  family  are  spending  the  Summer).  When  j-ou 
decide  upon  a  design  for  the  McPherson  monument  I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  a 
copy  of  it,  as  of  course  you  will  have  it  photographed;  and  when  the  contract 
is.actually  entered  into  for  its  erection,  if  you  will  advine  me,  I'll  remit  you 
the  amount  1  hold  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  at  West  Point. 
Yours  truly. 

Loi'is  McLean." 

[REPLV.] 

"  CiN-ciNVATi,  yn/r  ,'9.  IS60. 
LuL'is  McLean.  Esq., 

Jj>.?  Part  Street.  Baltimore.  Mil.: 

Sir: — 1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  15th  ult.,  and  would  have  answered  it  sooner,  but  delayed  in  order  that 
I  might  have  time  to  confer  with  General  Leggett.  who  I  find  agrees  with 
me  in  the  opinion,  (and  I  have  no  doubt  you  wilt  also  when  we  come  to 
understand  each  other),  that  it  would  be  injudicious  for  us  as  individuals  to 
enter  into  a  binding  contract  for  the  erection  of  this  monument  until  we  have 
the  funds  under  our  iatmrdiaU  control  sufficient  to  meet  the  obligation,  which 
we  will  not  have  without  the  amount  pledged  by  you. 

We  will  certainly  take  great  pleasure  in  forwarding  you  a  copy  of  the  design 
selected,  and  would  be  pleased  to  have  your  assistance  in  making  the  selection. 
In  fact  1  would  like  to  have  Che  committee  to  decide  upon  the  design  consist  of 
Generals  Haien,  Leggett.  and  myself  for  the  Society.  General  Buckland  for 
the  Clyde  and  Fremont  subscriptions,  and  yourself  for  the  California  fund.  If 
this  arrangement  will  be  agreeable  to  you,  and  you  can  make  it  convenient  to 
be  present  when  the  meeting  is  called,  I  will  take  the  necessary  steps  to  have 
the  committee  thus  formed. 

I  sincerely  hope  we  will  be  able  to  get  the  inonument  under  contract  and 
the  foundations  down  before  cold   weather   setH   in,  which   will   give   it   an 
opportunity  to  settle  before  the  superstructure  is  built. 
Respcctfullv, 

A.   UlCKESLOOPEK. 

Secretary," 

In  reply  to  which  I  received  a  letter  from  General  Sherman,  dated  Washing- 
ton, August  6th,  indorsing  Louis  McLean's  responsibility  and  action,  upon 
which  letter  Mr.  McLean  made  the  following  indorsement: 

"Oaki..\si).  Aiigtttt  11,  1869. 

When  General  A.  [lickenlooper  certifies  that  the  contractor  for  the  erection 
of  a  monument  to  the  late  General  J.  B.  McPherson.  at  Clyde,  has  actually 
furnished  labor  and  material  to  the  value  of  (4.300.  I  will  pay  over  to  said 
contractor  on  said  certificate,  with  order  attached,  the  moneys  held  bv  me  in 
trust,  now  amounting  to  ^.321. 

Lovis  McLean." 


i.y  Google 


$2^  (Proceedings  of  the  Society 

In  replv  to  which  I  wrole  (August  i«h)  mforming  him  that  this  arrange- 
ment would  be  satiijfaclory  lo  the  committee. 

We  have  written  repeatedly,  but  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  the  exact 
amount  of  cash  in  the  hands  of  the  McPhernon  Monument  Association  at 
CIvde.  While  we  have  no  doubt  that  their  pledge  to  raise  $3,ot»  will  be 
carried  out  in  good  faith  and  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  promptness,  your 
committee  are  of  the  opinion  that,  as  they  have  individually  become  responsible 
for  the  faithful  execution  of  this  contract,  all  subscriptions  should  be  at  once 
transferred  to  their  custody.  In  reference  to  the  monument,  your  committee 
have  to  report,  that  after  due  consultation  and  consideration  it  was  decided  to 
isNue  the  following  advertisement,  which  appeared  on  or  about  the  1st  day  of 
May  in  the  Cincinnati.  New  York,  Hartford,  and  Chicago  papers: 

McPherson  Monument. 
To  artists,  designers,  and  luarkeri  in  granite: 

"  The  committee  having  in  charge  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  themnnorv 
of  Major-General  J.  B.  McPherson,  at  Clyde.  Ohio,  oflfer  a  premium  of  (300 
for  the  best,  and  (200  for  the  second  beat  design,  submitted  on  or  before  the 
ml  day  of  August,  l86<j.  The  cost  of  the  monument  not  to  exceed  114.000, 
and  to  be  built  of  such  material  as  the  designer  may  select.  The  designs  to  be 
drawn  to  a  unifonn  scale  of  one-half  inch  per  foot,  and  be  accompanied  by 
proper  iipccillcations  and  estimate  of  cost. 

The  committee  reserving  the  right  of  giving  the  contract  for  its  erection  at 
the  sum  named  in  the  estimate  in  lieu  of  the  tirst  premium.  Address  A. 
Ilickenlooper,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

W.B.  Hazen, 
Brevet  Brigadier-  Gemeral  U.  S.  A . 
M,  D.  Lkuoett, 

A.    HlCKENLOOPBR, 

Committee" 

In  response  to  which  we  received  tifty-three  (t,^)  designs  and  models  froni 
different  parts  of  the  L'nited  States  and  Europe. 

We  were  compelled  to  defer  the  selection  until  such  time  as  would  suit  the 
convenience  of  General  Hazen,  he  being  in  command  at  Fort  tlarker,  Kansas, 
and  unable  Co  obtain  leave  of  absence  at  that  particular  time. 

The  des^tns  were  arranged  in  the  art  gallery  of  Mr.  Wiswall.  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  24th  of  September,  Generals  tiazen,  Leggett,  and  Buckland 
having  arrived,  we  proceeded  lo  make  the  necessary'  examination,  and  on  the 
following  day  concluded  to  anard  Ihe  first  premium  and  contract  to  T.  D. 
Jones.  Cincinnali.  for  an  equestrian  statue,  and  the  second  premium  to  Lewis 
W.  Volk,  of  Chicago,  for  a  shaft  and  statue*.  A  few  days  were  consumed  in 
the  preparation  of  the  necessary  papers,  and  on  the  13th  day  of  October  the 
following  specifications  were  submitted,  contract  signed,  and  bond  given;  and 
on  the  following  day  I  accompanied  Mr.  Jones  to  Clyde,  where  we  selected  the 
exact  location  of  the  monument,  where  the  foundation  is  now  being  laid. 
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"  This  agreernenl.  this  day  entered  into  between  Thomas  D  Jones,  of  the 
first  part,  and  W.  B.  Hazen.  M.  D.  Leggett.  and  A.  Hickenlooper,  the  com- 
iitittee  having  in  charge  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  Miy'or- 
General  }.  B.  McPherson.  at  Clyde,  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  of  the  second 
part,  wttne«eth: 

"That  said  party  of  the  Rnt  part  hereby  agrees,  in  consideration  of  the 
payment  hereinafter  stipulated  for  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  to 
furnish  all  the  tools  and  materials,  and  do  all  t:ie  work  necessary  to  the  erec- 
tion ,of  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  Major-General  James  B.  McPherson.  at 
Clyde,  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  in  conformity  with  the  design  and  model 
submitted  by  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  and  approved  by  the  party  of  the 
second  part,  and  the  plans  and  specifications  therefor,  which  are  hereunto 
annexed  and  made  part  hereof,  and  all  labor  and  material,  of  whatever  kind, 
reasonably  to  be  inferred  or  implied  fro;n  such  specifications  and  plans,  or 
necessary  to  the  full  and  entire  completion  and  erection  of  the  said  monument. 
.\ll  material  and  l.-ibar  to  be  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  superintendent  as  may 
be  appointed  by  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  to  be  evidenced  by  his 
written  certificate  to  that  effect.  All  material  and  work  disapproved  by  such 
superintendent  to  be  removed  from  the  monument  and  replaced  with  such  as 
may  be  satisfactory  to  him.  at  the  expense  of  said  party  of  the  first  part. 

■■  Said  party  of  the  first  part  further  agrees  to  make  no  alteration  in  the  plans 
and  specifications  of  this  contract  without  the  written  order  of  the  said  party 
of  the  second  part,  nor  to  claim  any  compensation  for  any  extra  work  caused 
by  such  alteration  or  modification,  unless  such  written  order  be  produced, 
stipulating  for  the  exact  amount  of  extra  compensation  to  be  paid  for  such 
work  and  signed  by  both  parties. 

■■  Said  party  of  the  second  part  reserves  the  right  to  make  any  alterations  in 
the  plans  and  specifications  they  may  desire,  but  no  such  alterations  or  modifi- 
cations shall  in  any  way  affect  the  contract,  but  the  same  shall  continue  in  full 
force  and  effect;  nor  shall  it  in  any  way  increase  the  sum  to  be  paid  under  this 
contract,  unlei^s  previously  agreed  upon  in  writing,  as  above  stipulated.  Said 
party  of  the  first  part  expressly  agrees,  that  in  no  event  will  he  claim  anything 
for  any  damage  by  loss  of  profits  by  reason  of  the  cutting  off  of  any  work  from 
any  alterations  of  the  plans  and  npecificalions  made  by  the  party  of  the  second 
part,  as  above  provided  fori 

■•  Said  party  of  the  first  part  agrees  to  commence  the  work  forthwith,  to 
complete  the  foundation  this  Fall,  and  to  complete  the  same  entirely  to  the  full 
satixlaction  of  said  superintendent  and  committee  within  the  space  of  eighteen 
nionths  from  the  signing  of  this  contract;  and  it  is  hereby  agreed  that  the  said 
party  of  the  first  part  shall  pay  to  the  party  of  the  second  part  ten  ($io) 
dollars  for  each  day's  delay  beyond  the  appointed  day  for  the  completion  of 
the  said  work,  the  sum  of  ten  ($io)  dollars  as  liquidated  damages,  and  not  by 
wa^  of  penalty. 

■■  Said  party  of  the  first  part  further  agrees  that,  upon  the  failure  by  him  to 
proceed  with  said  contract  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  superintendent  and  com- 
mittee, said  party  of  the  second  part,  after  giving  ten  day's  written  notice  of 
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itB  intention  so  to  do,  mav  proceed  by  contract  or  day's  work  to  complete  the 
work  at  the  expense  of  uiid  party  of  the  second  part,  and  this  contract  Ehall 
thereupon  become,  at  the  option  of  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  utterly 
null  and  void  as  to  said  party  of  the  first  part,  but  without  any  prejudice  to 
any  right  of  action  that  may  accrue  to  the  party  of  tlie  second  part  against  the 
party  of  the  first  part  or  his  sureties. 

■■  And  it  is  further  expressly  agreed  between  the  parties,  that  in  the  case  of 
such  a  dissolution  of  the  contract,  the  sum,  whatever  it  may  be,  that  may  have 
been  paid  to  (he  parly  of  the  first  part,  shall  be  held  to  be  full  and  complete 
satisfaction  for  all  labor  done  and  all  maieriaU  on  the  ground,  and  the  party  of 
the  first  part  shall  not  be  entitled  to  demand  or  receive  anything  whatever  for 
the  same,  but  the  same  shall  at  once  paeh  to  and  become  the  property  of  the 
party  of  the  second  part. 

■'  Said  party  of  the  second  part  agrees  to  pay  for  the  full  and  entire  comple- 
tion and  erection,  in  perfect  order,  of  the  said  monument,  in  accordance  with 
said  model,  plans,  and  specifications,  the  sum  of  ((14,0^0)  fourteen  thousand 
dollars,  and  no  more.  But  they  agree  that  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  may 
solicit,  in  accordance  with  such  plan  a»  the  party  of  the  second  part  may 
approve,  the  further  sum  of  six  thousand  ($6.o3aJ  dollars.  It  being,  however 
distinctly  understood  that  said  party  of  the  second  part  shall  not  guarantee 
the  raising  of  any  sum  whatever  by  said  subscription,  and  shall  not.  in  any  event, 
become  liable  for  any  sum  beyond  the  said  fourteen  thousand  (I14.000)  dollars. 

■■  Said  party  ol"  the  second  part  further  agrees,  upon  the  certificates  of  the 
superintendent  appointed  by  them,  showing  that  materials  have  been  actually 
furnished  and  work  done  to  the  full  value  of  six  thousand  (ffi.ooo)  dollars,  and 
that  tbe  materials  reckoned  in  the  said  sum  have  been  entirely  f  aid  far.  and 
are  not  subject  to  any  lien  or  claim  by  any  party  whatsoever,  to  pay  to  the 
said  party  of  the  first  part  seventy -five  per  centum  of  the  amount  shown  by 
such  certificate  to  have  been  actually  expended  by  the  party  of  the  first  part, 
provided  that  the  sum  so  paid  shall  never  be  in  advance  of  the  completion  of  an 
amount  of  work  bearing  the  same  proportion  to  the  whole  work  that  the  sunt 
estimated  for  does  to  the  whole  price;  and  further  agrees,  after  such  firKt 
payment,  to  pay  regularly  every  three  months,  upon  the  estimates  of  the 
superintendent,  seienly -fii  e  per  cent,  of  such  estimates,  subject  to  the  proi'isions 
aboi'e  made. 

"The  balance  of  the  (14,000  to  be  paid  to  the  said  party  of  the  first  part 
on  the  full  and  entire  completion  of  the  work  and  the  acceptance  thereof  by 
the  said  party  of  the  second  part. 

"In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  Thomas  D,  Jones,  party  of  the  first  part, 
and  the  said  W.  B.  Hazen,  M.  D.  Leggett,  and  A.  Hickenlooper,  committee 
a«  aforesaid,  party  of  the  second  part,  have  hereunto  set  (heir  hands  and  seals. 
this  13th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1S69. 

"  Witness': 


T.  D.  JOM..S. 

|L.  ..I 

A.   HllKENLOOl-Bfl 

,    [1..  •.) 

W.  B.  Hazes. 

[1....1 

M.  D,  Lk<;cett," 

[L.  ».) 

i,Google 


Of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


SPECIFICATIOXS. 
"  Specifications  of  a  monument  to  be  erected  lo  the  memory  of  Major- 
Generai  J.  B  McPherson.  at  CIvde,  Sanduskv  counlv.  Ohio,  in  confonnitv 
with  the  design  submitted  by  Thomas  D.  Jones,  sculptor.  Cincinnati.  Hamilton 
county.  Ohio,  approved  and  adopted  by  the  following  named  gentlemen,  con- 
stituting the  committee:   W.  B.  Hazen.  M.  D.  Le^etl.  and  A.  Ilickenlooper. 

'■  The  ground  selected  for  the  location  of  the  monument  to  be  excavated  to 
a  depth  of  four  feet  eight  inches  below  the  surface  or  base  of  pedestal,  and  ol" 
sufficient  length  and  breadth  (twenty-two  by  fourteen  feet)  lo  receive  the 
foundation.  All  surplus  earth  to  he  removed  from  said  evcavation,  and  lo  be 
depssited  wherever  required  in  the  im:nediate  vicinity  of  the  monument. 

"  !t  bed  of  concrete  eight  inches  thick,  to  be  composed  of  good,  clean,  hard, 
sound  limestone,  broken  so  as  lo  pass  through  a  one -and -a -ha  If- inch  ring,  and 
to  be  well  and  thoroughly  mixed  with  good  hydraulic-cement  mortar,  composed 
of  one  part  (by  measure)  of  cement,  and  two  of  good,  clean,  coarse  sand,  well 
mixed,  dry  and  wet.  with  clean  water,  and  well  mixed  immediately  before 
using,  after  which  the  stone  and  morlar  are  lo  be  compounded  and  spread  on 
the  pit.  twenty-two  feel  in  length  and  fourteen  feet  in  breadth,  and  well 
rammed  with  a  paver's  rammer;  all  this  to  be  done  before  the  mortar  begins  to 
'  set.'  upon  which  will  be  placed  the 

Which  will  be  laid  in  three  (3)  courses,  the  first  and  xecond  courses  to  be  of 
the  best  quality  of  Northern  Ohio  limestone,  in  sizes  of  not  less  than  three  (3) 
feet  square  and  one  foot  two  and  three-fourths  inches  (1.1^4)  in  thickness;  this 
portion  of  the  foundation  to  be  twenty-one  feet  in  length  by  thirteen  feet  in 
width  and  two  feel  six  inches  (j.6)  in  height, 

"  The  third  course  will  consist  of  the  very  best  quality  of  Northern  Ohio 
limestone,  in  sizes  of  not  less  Ihan  three  {3)  feet  square  and  one  and  one-half 
(1.6)  feet  in  thickness;  this  portion  of  the  foundation  to  be  nineteen  and 
one-half  feet  (19,6)  in  length  by  eleven  and  one-half  (11,6)  feet  in  width  and 
one  and  one-half  (:, 6)  feet  in  height.  The  entire  stone  foundation  to  be 
twenty -one  feet  by  thirteen  feel  at  base  and  nineteen  feet  six  inches  by  eleven 
feet  six  inches  at  top  or  base  of  first  granite  step  of  pedestal,  and  to  be  four 
feet  in  depth.  All  the  stone  in  these  courses  to  have  their  beds  well  and 
evenly  dressed  throughout,  so  that  the  joints  shall  not  exceed  one-fourth  inch 
in  thickness,  and  all  vertical  joint;  to  be  welt  grouted  with,  and  all  masonn-  to 
be  laid  in  the  very  beet  quality  of  hydraulic  cement  mortar. 


"  The  pedestal  proper,  above  the  foundation,  including  the  three  steps,  and 
all  parts  between  Ihem  and  the  bronze  plinth  supporting  the  bronze  group,  to 
tie  executed  in  the  best  quality  of  Quincy  granite,  of  the  dimensions  and  form 
shown  upon  the  elevations  and  sectional  drawings  marked  A  and  B,  and 
hereby  made  a  part  of  these  specifications,  and  more  accuratelv  described  as 
follows; 
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"  Firgl  base  or  step,  eighteen  feet  six  inches  b_v  len  feet  six  inches  bv   nine 

"  Second  base  or  step,  seventeen  feel  bv  nine  feet  one  inch  bv  nine  inches. 

"Third  base  or  step,  fifteen  feet  sis  inches  bv  seven  feet  by  nine  inches, 

"  Plinth,  fourteen  feet  by  sis  feet  by  two  feet  six  inches. 

"  Die,  twelve  feet  four  inches  by  four  feet  by  three  feet  one  inch. 

"Corona,  thirteen  feet  six  inches  by  five  feet  nine  inches  by  one  foot  si% 

■'  Whole  height  of  masonr}'  of  pedestal  nine  feet  four  inches.  Upon  the 
plinth,  die,  or  other  portions  of  the  pedestal,  are  to  be  cut.  of  such  dimensions 
and  of  such  form,  any  inscription  or  lettering  the  committee  or  their  agents 
may  request.  All  joints  to  be  securely  connected  »ith  bronze  anchors  well 
leaded,  and  the  granite  work  to  be  securely  tied  unto  the  masonry  filling,  a» 
the  committee  or  their  agent  may  direct. 

"  The  interior  of  the  pedestal  between  the  granite  work  to  be  filled  with  the 
best  quality  of  Northern  Ohio  limestone,  evenly  dressed,  in  blocks  of  not  less 
than  two  feet  three  inches  square,  or  ot  sufficient  length  or  breadth  to  extend 
entirely  across  the  interior  space  between  the  granite  work,  with  joints  not  to 
exceed  one-fourth  inch  in  thickness,  beds  well,  evenly  dressed,  and  laid  in  the 
very  best  quality  of  hydraulic  cement;  all  vertical  joints  to  be  well  grouted 
with  the  same  quality  of  mortar.     The  whole  to  be  surmounted  by  the 

BR.ONZE  PLINTH. 

Eleven  feet  nx  inches  (11.6}  by  three  feet  ten  inches  C3.10)  in  widlh  and  seven 
inches  (7)  in  thickness,  which  plinth  supports  the 


Of  horse  and  rider,  the  model  of  which  is  to  be  executed  after  the  design  or 
plaster  model  presented  lo  the  commillee,  and  upon  which  the  award  was 
made,  sublet  to  the  supervision  of  the  committee  or  their  agent,  and  lo  such 
changes  and  modifications  as  thei-  may  direct.  The  model  to  be  in  likeness  of 
McPheraon,  and  in  tvery  other  respect  satisfactory  to  the  committee  before 
'wing  cast. 

''The  entire  group,  including  the  plinth,  to  be  cast  in  the  very  best  and  most 
iipproved  quality  of  bronze,  the  figure  of  McPhcrson  lo  be  eight  feet  in  height, 
and  horse  in  proportion. 

"The  entire  work  to  be  executed  in  the  most  artistic  and  workmanlike 
manner,  subject  to  the  full  approbation  of  Ihe  committee  before  delivered  at 
Clyde,  Ohio.  The  contractor  to  furnish  all  the  material,  tools,  and  implements, 
pr  every  character  and  description,  and  erect  and  complete  the  monument 
within  the  period  of  eighteen  months  from  the  signing  of  this  contract, 
T.  D.  Jones, 

Sculptor:' 

It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  contract,  that  your  committee  have  not 
obligated  themselves  to  pay  any  sum  in  excess  of  114,000;  yet,  in  order  that  we 
might  obtain  an  equestrian  statue,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
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much  more  appropriate  than  vay  other  that  was  or  could  be  nubniilted,  we 
have  promised  Mr.  Jones  our  aid  and  assistance  in  raising  the  balance  of  the 
^jo.ooo  which  he  is  to  receive  for  the  failhrul  and  satisfactorv  execution  of  bin 
contract.  And,  while  we  have  every  confidence  in  Mr.  Jones^  abilitv  as  an 
artist,  we  are  afraid  he  has  overestimated  his  abilitj'  as  a  financier,  and.  there- 
fore, in  order  that  there  may  be  no  delay  in  the  prompt  and  satisfactory 
execution  of  the  contract,  we  would  respectfully  urge  upon  the  members  of  the 
Society  the  necessity  of  procuring  additional  and  more  liberal  subscriptions, 
and  would  further  recommend  that  this  Society  now  pass  a  resol'ition  request- 
ing Congress  to  donate  from  cannon  captured  by  lhe  troops  of  McPherson's 
command  a  sufficient  number  out  of  which  to  cast  the  statue. 

A.   IIlCKBNLOOPBR, 


MiPkebsun  Mo; 


L  M.  D.  Lhggett: 
15,  1S6S,  Balance  o 
.  16,  1369,  Interest, 


I  hand,  per  last  report. 


.  Hickeni.oopeb: 

Dec.  t,;,  1S68,  Balance  on  hand,  per  lont  report.         t4-97.S  ^ 
"       •■       "      Amount  of  subscription  received  at 
Chicago,  .         .         -         - 


Mar.  11.  1869,  Captain  J.  Barber, 

Oct.   14,      "      Colonel  P.  M.  Hitchcock, 
"      19,      "      Through  Major  W.  P.  Craighil 
Lieut.-Coloncl  R.  S.  Williamso 
MajorG.  H.  Elliott,     - 
Major  D.  I.  Williamson, 
Major  R.  Dunning. 
Colonel  F.  E.  Prime. 
Colonel  J.  W.  Barlow, 
Colonel  C.S.Stewart,      - 
Mr.  Harrison,      - 

Aug.  10.  i86q.  Captain  Jno.  Kean. 

'■       '■       General  W.  J.  Landrum, 

Nov.  16,     "       Interest  account, 


♦6.J46  6J 


ti;,o6o  04 
"3  30 
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I  IS  MiLe. 

Of  Ealtim 

<ar/:- 

Au^.   11, 

1869, 

Ammint 
(rtneral 
Pherson 

of  his  subKription, 

R.  P.  Buckland,  for  Mc- 

Monument  Atiiociation  of 

»4.' 

121    00 

Clyde. 

3.00000 

Jany  ^ 

1869,  Collectionofdratts  Central  Nalional 

Bank, 

^S 

April  j8. 

i36^ 

AdvCTlwing.  New  York  Herald, 

.'3  80 

■■ 

■      Tribune. 

1800 

"       ■' 

■■ 

- 

lUrtfonl  Courier-, 

6  00 

May.    I. 

] 

-■ 

■-         Enquirer. 
Gaiette. 

Chronicle. 
CWcago  Tribune,     - 

900 

7  io 

liio  2S 

'■      "9. 

■• 

Copies  of  phologniphs,  J.W,  Winder. 

6  00 

J"'v    30. 

" 

ExpTcssage  on  deBigiiB. 

4  00 

Nov.  ,5, 

Amow.nl 

second  preniiiini.  S.W.Volk, 

■■      i6, 

■■ 

Postage 
Balance. 

to  dale. 

♦6,346  6z 

.. 

'■ 

Balance. 

M73  34 

- 

ItalniK-e. 

4.3  J 1  00 

"       •' 

Balance, 

3,000  00 

On  motion  of  Captuin  Pullcn; 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  CutHmittec  on  tlie  \tcPhersoii 
tnunument  be  accepted. 

On  motion  of  General  Eldridge: 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Dayton.  General  Dodge,  and  General 
Buckland  be  appointed  a  committee,  and  are  berebv  authorized, 
in  behalf  of  the  Society  to  niemoralize  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Slates  to  donate  a  sufficient  number  of  cannon  captured  by  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  as  material  with  which  to  make  an 
equestrian  statue  to  Major-General  J.  B.  McPherson. 

REPORT  COMMITTEE  OX  PRINTIXG. 

Society  Abmv  of  the  Tennessee,  | 

LoiisvlLLE.  XmemberlS.  1869.  ) 

By  a  resolution  of  Ibe  Society  at  its  last  annual  meeting  we  were  appointed 

n  committee  to  publish  the  proceedings  of  the  Society   at  that  meeting,  and 
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now  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  manuscript  copv  of  said  proceeding  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a  publisher  on  the  nth  day  of  January.  1869. 

In  conseciuance  of  Ronie  additional  matter  which  it  teas  thought  best  bv  us 
to  add  to  the  report,  and  the  resetting  of  type  in  one  of  the  speeches,  the 
correction  of  which  was  sent  to  us  after  the  type  was  set,  the  work  was  delayed 
until  about  the  loth  of  March,  at  which  time  one  thousand  copies  were 
delivered  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  for  distribution  to  our  members. 
L.  M.  Dai-ton, 

A.    HlCKGNLOOPER, 

Committef, 

There  being  no  other  business  tinder  the  head  of  reports,  the 
presiding  officer  announced  the  next  in  order  as  "ctirrent  business." 

On  motion  of  Major  Wilson: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasure^  be  authorized  and  directed  to 
retransfer  to  the  Permanent  Fund  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
forty  dollars  (^340)  with  interest  from  November  9,  1866,  this 
amount  having  been  originally  transferred  on  th:it  date. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Tichenor; 

/tesolved.^That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  draft  reso- 
lutions expressing  the  sense  of  the  Society  at  the  loss,  by  death, 
of  our  late  President,  the  lamented  General  Rawlins,  such  com- 
mittee to  make  its  report  at  6  o'clock  this  p.  m. 

The  Chair  announced  the  committee  to  be.  Colonel  Tichcnor, 
Oeneral  Giles  A.  Smith,  General  W.  Q.  Gresham,  General  E.  F. 
Noyes  and  Colonel  A.  H.  Markland. 

On  motion  of  General  M.  F.  Force; 

Jiesolved,  That  to  remove  an  existing  doubt  in  regard  to  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Society,  it  is  declared  that 
"  The  Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  as  used  in  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution,  includes  oflicers  of  the  staff  departments  in  the 
United  States  service  on  duty  at  the  bases  of  supplies  of  that 
army. 

The  Chair  then  announced  the  Society  ready  for  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

On  motion  of  General  Smith: 

Resolved,  That  the  persons  selected  and  recommended  for 
officers  by  the  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  be  and  are 
hereby  elected. 

The  resolution  was  carried  by  acclamation  before  he  succeeded, 
though  General  Sherman  endeavored,  to  decline.  He,  however, 
said: 
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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen; — I  suppose  that  this  is  what 
voii  call  "snap  judgment."  I  had  intended  to  rise  and  ask  3'ou,  as  a 
special  favor,  to  excuse  me.  I  am  now  the  commanding  General 
of  the  regular  army,  and  for  a  time  commandcil  four  distinct 
hranches  of  an  army,  each  of  which  is  represented  by  societies 
similar  to  the  one  before  me.  1  confess  that  I  have  a  strong  leaning 
toward  the  Armv  of  the  Tennessee,  and  I  think  I  have  a  right  to. 
[Applause.]  But,  at  the  same  time,  I  respect  all  the  others  in  the 
same  measure,  and  I  know  you  appreciate  that  spirit  [Renewed 
applause.]  It  is  a  question  in  my  mind  whether  or  not  1  com- 
promise these  others  somewhat  in  accepting  the  position  which 
you  have  so  kindly  tendered  me.  Men  who  are  formed  into 
societies  are  jealous  of  each  other  and  of  their  officers.  I  do  not 
wish  by  anv  public  acts  of  mine  to  express  a  preference  for  cither, 
for  all  are  alike.  They  have  stood  with  ine  side  by  side,  we  have 
slept  upon  the  same  ground,  lived  at  the  same  frugal  board  and 
fought  under  the  same  colors.  At  our  meeting  last  Winter,  at 
Chicago,  I  thought  wc  had  accomplished  the  full  measure  of  our 
glory.  It  was  a  glorious  meeting,  all  joyful,  all  congenial,  all  tor- 
dial,  in  fact,  a  little  too  cordial  [laughter]  until  its  close.  We  had  a 
glorious  good  time,  and  I  thought  it  about  the  last  of  our  Society, 
hut  I  am  astonished — agreeably  astonished — to  find  so  many  here 
in  this  hall  to-day.  and  to  find  vou  voting  your  ten  dollars  to  the 
Society  as  though  it  were  nothing.  [Laughter.]  I  am  glad  to  say- 
that  if  I  can  do  anything  to  aid  you  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  do  so. 
I  will  travel  any  distance  to  have  the  pleasure  of  being  with  you, 
but  if  you  can  excuse  me  from  this  generously  otTered  honor,  I 
will  be  much  obhged  to  you. 

This  is  a  social  organization.  You  arc  not  bound  to  obey  your 
superior  officer;  and  I  would  like  to  see  you  fix  your  choice  on 
some  Captain,'  Colonel  or  Brigadier-General.  Any  of  them 
named  in  the  list  of  Vice-Presidents  would  make  a  noble  Presi- 
dent. I  see  before  me  hundreds,  any  one  of  whom  would  preside 
with  dignity  over  this  Society.  Therefore  I  ask  you  to  relieve 
me,  I  know  you  feel  kindly  toward  me,  and  I  reciprocate  the 
feeling;  for  we  are  all  here  in  sympathy  and  in  harmony.  Then  let 
me  ask  again  to  decline  this  honor,  for  the  present,  at  least,  and 
let  me  ask  you  to  select,  out  of  that  list  or  some  other,  one  to  pre- 
side over  your  deliberations  the  next  year.  H<twever,  if  you 
insist,  I  can  but  submit  to  your  wishes,  though  I  assure  you  that  I 
prefer  it  otherwise. 
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Major  Nunes  remarked: 

Mr.  Chairman: — As  General  Sherman  has  so  often  come  to 
our  relief,  it  looks  ungrateful  to  refuse  to  relieve  him,  but  we  all 
know  that  with  his  military  ability  he  was  fully  competent  to 
command,  as  he  commanded  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  and  I  think 
you  will  agree  with  me  In  saying  that  he  can  now  become  Pres- 
ident to  all  of  their  societies.  [Applause.]  He  has  genius  and 
talents  enough  to  preside  over  them  all.     [Renewed  applause.] 

There  was  no  disposition  to  allow  General  Sherman  to  decline; 
to  the  contrary,  all  seemed  clamorous  that  he  should  accept,  and 
were  enthusiastic  in  their  demonstrations  and  wishes. 

The  presiding  officer  announced  the  officers  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year  to  be  as  follows: 

President, 
General  W.  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  A.     - 

Vice-Presidents, 
Major-General  G.  M.  Dodge, 
Major-General  C.  C.  Walcutt. 
Colonel  John  Mason  Loomis, 
Brigadier-General  J.  N.  Rusk, 
Colonel  D.  C.  Coleman, 
Brigadier-General  W.J.  Landrum. 
Recording  Secretary, 
Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton,  U.  S.  A. 
Corresponding  Secretary. 
Brigadier-General  A.  Hickenlooper. 
Treasurer, 
Major-General  M.  F.  Force. 

He  then  invited  and  welcomed  General  Sherman  to  the  chair, 
who,  in  accepting  the  position,  said:  * 

It  seems  to  be  my  fate  to  agaifl  command  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  while  I  submit  to  your  will,  1  assure  you  that,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  I  shall  again  press  the  same  plea.  I  will  now 
take  the  chair.  I  hope  the  business  of  the  day  is  nearly  over. 
But  before  taking  my  seat   I  will  say  that   the  day  before  I  left 
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Washington  I  called  upon  the  Prssident  of  the  United  States, 
and  found  him  well  and  perfectly  comfortable,  not  at  all  bowed 
down  bv  the  cares  of  office.  He  remarked  that  he  would  like  to 
come  along,  but  could  not  do  so,  as  members  of  the  Cabinet  were 
daily  consulting  him  about  business,  members  of  Congress  arri- 
ving, and  a  great  many  strangers  coming  from  a  distance  to  see 
him.  In  a  like  manner  the  Secretary  of  War  sends  his  wishes  to 
vou.  He  begged  me  to  say  that  which  you  all  know,  nothing  but 
an  absolute  press  of  business  could  have  kept  him  avray.  I  will 
also  read  some  dispatches,  ^hich  I  am  sure  you  would  like  to 
hear: 

Carbon  DALE,  Illinois,  November  17,  1869. 
Gen.  Hickenloopbr,  Col.  Davtun,  and  Gen.  Parker, 

Gait  Home; 
1  intended  to  leave  veeterdav  for  Louisville,  but  coutd  not.  My  health  is 
Kuch  that  I  dare  not  risk  travel  in  such  a  storm  as  we  had  here.  I  am  much 
disappointed  not  to  t>e  with  Che  Army  of  the  Tennessee  at  their  meeting,  and 
hope  another  meeting  will  not  again  soon  pass  bv  without  the  pleasure  of  being 
with  you.     My  kindest  regards  to  all  the  old  army. 

Jno.  a.  Locan. 


General  J.  M.  Harlan: 

I  regret  exceedingly'  that  public  duties  prevent  mi-  presence  with  you.     A 
kind  greeting  to  all  my  companions -in -arms. 

O.  O.  Howard. 
Bretel  Major-Griteral  ir  S.  A. 

New  York,  November  17,  1869. 
Gbn'bral  W.  T.  Shbrman: 

Total  collections,  if  all  paid,  which  I  deem  pretty  certain,  will  reach  fortv- 
three  thousand  and  two  hundred  dollars.  This  includes  eight  thousand  dollars 
already  sent  General  Grant  by  H.  Grinnell.  The  balance  I  will  collect  and 
send  him  next.  Am  called  away  by  the  death  of  my  father,  and  am  unable  to 
close  up.  You  should  be  sure  to  make  up  about  eight  thousand  dollars. 
Daniel 


The  order  of  current  business  was  again  taken  up,  and  on 
motion  of  Colonel  Bristow: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  Society  be,  and  is  hereby, 
requested  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  to  consider  and  mature 
a  plan  for  erection  of  a  suitable  monument  to  the  memory  of  our 
late  beloved  President,  General  John  A.  Rawlins,  and  that  said 
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committee  be  requested  to  report  to  the  next  annual  meeting  of 
the  Society. 

The  President  announced   as   the   committee  Colonel   B.  H. 
Bristow,  General  E.  F.  Noyes,  General   Giles  A.  Smith,  General 
E.  S.  Parker  and  General  W.  Q;  Greaham. 
The  Secretary  read  the  following  communication: 

Louisville,  November  18,  18S9. 
To  lit  President  SorUty  of  iht  Army  of  lie  Tennessee: 

Sir:— Please  announce  to  the  Socielv  that  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company'  will  transmit,  free  of  charge,  the  family  and  social  messages  of  its 
member!!,  and  also  dispatches  relating  to  the  proceedings  of  the  reunion  in 
this  city. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Jno.  Van  Hohnk. 
General  Saperintendtnt. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  Mr.  Van  Home. 

Colonel  Dayton  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  "article  first"  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society  be, 
and  is  hereby  annulled,  and  that  in  lieu  thereof  "article  first"  of  the 
Bv-Laws  shall  read  as  follows:  All  persons  applying,  previous  to, 
on,  or  after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  in  1870,  for  enrollment, 
shall  pay  a  membership  fee  of  ten  dollars;  that  the  annual  dues  shall 
continue  to  be  one  dollar,  and  persons  applying  for  membership 
shall  pay  back  dues;  that  all  fees  and  dues  are  payable  to  the 
Recording  Secretary,  and  all  money  received  by  him  on  account 
of  the  Society  shall  be  transferred  to  the  Treasurer:  and  that  all 
money  received  as  fees  shall  by  the  Treasurer  be  added  to  the 
Permanent  Fund. 

The  motion  was  seconded,  when  Captain  Klinck  moved  the  reso- 
lution be  tabled. 

Colonel  Jiiel  requested  that  Colonel  Dayton  explain  to  the 
members  the  object  of  his  resolution. 

Colonel  Dayton  said  that  in  explanation  he  would  state,  that 
at  the  first  annual  meeting  a  resolution  was  adopted  requiring  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  to  address  each  member,  requesting 
them  to  contribute  five  dollars  each,  this  money  to  form  a  perma- 
nent fund  for  the  Society,  the  aggregate  and  record  of  which  the 
Treasurer  has  given  you  in  his  reports.  This  fee  and  annual  dues 
for  the  old  members  will  amount  to  ten  dollars  each  in  the  year 
1870.    These  older   members   have   also  given   much  time  and 
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incurred  much  personal  expense  in  getting  the  Society  permanently 
organized  as  it  now  is,  and  while  we  have  freely  and  willingly 
done  this,  I  think  it  only  just  that  alt  mcmhem  should  pay  equal 
amounts  into  the  treasury. 

New  members  are  coming  to  us  yearly,  and  there  is  difficulty 
in  explaining  to  them  the  matter  of  back  dues,  and  the  adoption 
of  this  resolution  is  only  what  is  needed.  This  is  the  object  and 
only  object  in  view. 

Captain  Klinck  withdrew  his  motion,  and  Colonel  Reynolds 
calling  the  question,  the  resolution  was  adopted  without  division. 

On  motion  of  General  Dodge; 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  raise  money  for 
the  benefit  of  the  family  of  our  late  President,  General  John  A. 
Rawlins,  said  committee  to  consist  of  one  from  each  of  the  North- 
western States;  that  the  money  so  raised  be  considered  as  an 
addition  to  the  Rawlins  fund  of  New  York,  and  it  be  an  object  to 
increase  that  fund  to  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  as  said  com- 
mittee: Major-General  G.  M,  Dodge,  Brigadier- General  Ben. 
Spooner,  Colonel  John  Mason  Loomis,  Major-General  C  C. 
Walcutt,  Colonel  D.  C.  Coleman,  Major-General  J.  M.  Thayer. 
Major-General  J.  W.  Sprague,  Colonel  Thomas  Reynolds,  and 
Major-General  J.  M.  Oliver. 

On  motion  of  General  Buckland: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draft 
resolutions,  for  the  action  of  the  Society,  expressive  of  the  feeling 
upon  learning  of  the  death  of  Colonel  James  Peckham,  a  member 
of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  General  Spooner: 

The  President  appointed  as  the  committee.  General  Buckland, 
Colonel  Joel,  and  General  McFall. 

Resolved,  That  the  earnest  thanks  of  the  Society  are  hereby 
tendered  the  Executive  Committee,  who  have  had  charge  of  the 
arrangements  of  this  rewnlon,  and  to  the  members  of  other  armies 
and  societies  who  were  associated  with  them,  for  the  energy,  zeal, 
and  intelligence  with  which  they  have  devoted  themselves  to 
providing  for  the  pleasure  of  the  members  at  this  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Markland: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  accorded  to  the 
various  railway'  and  steamboat  companies  that  have  transported 
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our  members  to  this  reunion  at  reduced  rates,  und  also  to  their 
special  representatives  of  the  different  lines  centering  at  Louis- 
ville. 

On  motion  of  General  Sprague: 

Resolved,  That  the  records  of  this  meeting,  made  by  the  Record- 
ing Secretary,  be  published  by  the  President  and  Recording 
Secretary,  as  usual,  and  that  they  are  authorized  to  draw  on  the 
Treasurer  for  money  to  defray  the  expense  thereof,  and  that  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  forward  the  report,  when  published,  to 
'  the  members  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  General  Hickciilooper: 

Resolved,  That  the  Recording  Secretary  is  authorized  to  cause 
six  hundred  copies  of  the  certificate  of  membership  to  be  printed, 
and  the  Treasurer  is  authorized  to  pay  for  the  same  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  Society,  and  that  members  entitled  to  and  desiring 
certiiicates  be  required  to  pay  to  the  Recording  Secretary  two 
dollars  each. 

On  motion  of  General  Htckenlooper: 

Resolved,  That  every  member  entitled  to  and  desiring  a  copy  of 
the  combined  report  of  the  meeting  at  Chicago  be  required  to  pay 
to  the  Recording  Secretary  the  sum  of  one  dollar  for  the  same, 
and  thereon  lie  issue  an  order  upon  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
for  a  copy  of  the  same,  he,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  to  for- 
ward the  hook  to  the  applicant. 

On  motion  of  General  Rice: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  tender  our  greetings  to  kindred 
societies  of  other  armies,  and  invite  the  attendance  of  their  mem- 
bers to  our  meetings. 

There  being  no  further  business  for  the  Society  to  transact, 

On  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  stand  adjourned  until  six  o'clock 
this  evening,  at  this  hall. 
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IN  MEMORIAM, 
DEATH  OF  JOHN  A.  RAWLINS. 


John  A.  Rawlins.  President  of  the  Socielv  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  departed  this  life  in  the  city  of  Washington,  at  twelve 
minutes  past  four  o'clock  on  the  afternoon,  of  September  6,  1869. 

It  mar  well  be  eaid  that  the  universal  feeling  on  the  receipt  of  this 
intelligence  was  thai  of  profound  and  poignant  grief  and  regret,  for 
he  had  served  his  country  well,  and  possessed  the  esteem  of  all  who 
had  known  him,  even  those  beyond  the  links  of  our  cherished  Society. 

General  Rawlinii  was  born  on  the  13th  day  of  February,  1831,  near 
Galena,  Illinois.  His  father  being  without  fortune  or  a  profession, 
General  Rawlins  did  not  enjoy  the  advantage  of  a  good  education. 
as  men  of  note  usually  do,  but  was  compelled  to  pass  his  youth,  even 
almost  into  manhood,  in  the  varied  labors  of  a  farmer.  However, 
the  mind  that  afterward  indicated  him  a  great  man  was  restless 
under  this  restriction,  and  lost  no  opportunity  for  self-improvement. 

With  the  meagre  preparation  of  one  Winter  in  a  common  school 
and  two  terms  in  the  Mount  Morris  Seminary,  he  entered  the  office 
of  I.  P.  Stevens,  of  Galena,  as  a  law  student,  in  the  Fall  of  1857. 
Superior  qualities  of  mind  were  the  develoFmenlR  of  every  footstep 
of  his  own  hewn  pathway,  and  bright  promising  progress  attended 
his  industry.  In  the  discussion  of  political  questions  prior  to  the 
war,  his  just  appreciation  of  national  integrity  idenlilied  him  with 
those  who  labored  to  maintain  the  Government,  and  gave  him  an 
enviable  record. 

In  the  fearful  .ind  alarming  times  of  the  latter  months  of  i860, 
and  the  Winter  and  Summer  of  1861.  true  to  his  principles  of  patriot- 
ism, he  was  among  the  first  and  most  persistent  at  his  post  of  duty. 
and  in  raising  and  organizing  troops  to  defend  the  national  honor. 
In  the  month  of  September,  1861,  he  was  called  to  the  staff  of 
General  Grant,  at  Cairo,  Illinois,  as  an  Assistant  Adjutant -Genera  I, 
ranking  as  a  Captain  of  volunteers.  From  this  time  his  course  was 
a  continual  advancement,  and  he  passed  through  the  several  grades 
of  commission  until,  when  his  chief  was  made  commander  of  the 
U  nited  States  army,  he  was  made  chief  of  staff,  ranking  as  Brigadier 
and  Brevet  Major -General.     And  when  that  chief  was  called  to  pre- 
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Bide  ae  the  Chief  MagUtrate  of  th«  nation,  he  brougbt  to  his  asBistance 
his  trusted  associate  during  the  rebelUoo  as  his  war  inini«ter. 

General  RawltnB  was  the  first  chosen  President  of  our  Society,  its 
act  prodainiing  hint  so  being  a  resolution  passed  at  the  organization 
of  the  Society,  at  Raleigh,  North  Carc^ina,  in  April,  1865,  in  the 
following  terms : 

"  Resolitd,  That  Brigadier- General  John  A.  Rawlins,  U.  S.  A., 
chief  of  Btaff  to  the  Lieutenant -General,  in  consideration  of  his 
eminent  services  in  connection  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and 
also  for  his  ability  for  the  position,  be  the  President  of  this  Society." 

It  was  the  motion  of  Ma^r-General  F.  P.  Blair,  and  adopted 
unanimously.  Thus  he  was  connected  with  both  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  and  our  Society  from  their  beginning  to  the  end  of  his  life. 

His  services  to  the  country  won  for  him  a  national  renown,  and 
his  well-known  devotion  to  our  Society  a  united  and  uaiversal  love 

But  he  was  destined  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labor  only  a  brief 
period.  Disease,  induced  by  his  devotion  to  duty,  hard  services,  and 
exposures,  had  secured  its  victim;  death  had  grasped  its  shining 
mark,  and  our  beloved  President  was  dead.  Indeed,  gone  early  to 
lus  grave,  but  surrounded  by  his  army  associates  and  personal  friends, 
his  death  was  of  that  peaceful  nature  always  granted  a  true  christian. 

The  burial  rites  were  of  the  high  honor  performed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, conducted  by  the  General  of  the  Army.  He  has  gone  from 
us  forever,  and  we  have  lost  his  counsel,  but  we  cherish  his  memory, 
for  we  mourn  a  true  friend,  patriot,  and  associate  worthy  of  all  the 
tribute  we  give. 
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The  Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  was  called  to 
order  by  the  President,  who  announced  the  object  of  the  Societj- 
coining  together  at  this  time  was  (o  hear  the  annual  address  by 
Oeneral  Noyes,  the  address  of  the  Cavalry  Corps  Society  by 
Colonel  Brown,  and  the  eulogy  upon  our  late  President,  to  be 
delivered  by  his  associate,  Genera)  Parker. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  the  President  requesting  the  Rev. 
W   N.  Badger  to  offer  prayer. 


Almighty  and  ever-living  God,  author  and  giver  of  cverj-  good 
nnd  perfect  gift,  without  whom  nothing  is  strong  and  nothing' 
holy,  look  in  mercy,  we  pray  Thee,  upon  us.  We  ihank  Thee 
for  the  blessings  we  enjoy,  and  for  the  prosperity  Thou  hast  vouch- 
safed to  our  land.  We  thank  Thee  that  Thou  hast  permitted  so 
many  of  us  to  come  together  in  this  assembly.  We  thank  Thee, 
oh  God,  for  all  the  blessings  thou  hast  showered  upon  us  as  indi- 
viduals and  as  a  people.  Let  Thy  blessings  rest  upon  all  the  doings 
of  this  Societv,  and  help  us  to  promote  the  happiness  and  welfare 
of  the  pef>ple  among  whom  we  dwell,  that  all  our  tfcts  may  meet 
Thy  approbation,  and  we  have  everlasting  life,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord:     Amen. 

This  was  followed  by  the  first  in  the  programme. 


Reveille  by  the  dintm  corps  and  piece  by  the  band. 

The  Presidentintroduced  General  Noyes.  who  spokeas  follows: 

ADDRESS  OF  GENERAL  NOYES. 

Mr,  President  and  Comrades  oy  the  Armv  ok  the  Ten- 
NKNSEE: — It  is  fast  coming  to  be  an  acknowledged  principle  of 
action  among  all  civili/cd  people — especially  sustained  by  popular 
sentiment  in  the  United  States — that  nothing  less  than  the  neces- 
itity  to  preserve  national  intcgritv,  national  honor,  or  the  public 
peace,  can  justify  u  resort  to  war.  And,  however  much  this  prin- 
ciple is  hable  to  he  warped  or  perverted  among  nations  whose 
forms    of    government    and    geographical    positions    make    them 
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jealous  of  preserving  an  even  balance  of  power,  there  is  ordi- 
narily little  danger  of  mistake  or  abuse  among  a  people  like  our 
own,  educated  to  believe  that  in  peace  only  can  we  find  our 
highest  material  prosperity,  our   greatest    intellectual   and  moral 


development. 

In  the  great  civil  struggle  through  which  our  nation  has  recently 
passed,  integrity,  honor  and  peace  were  all  at  stake,  for  turbulent 
communities  had  rallied  under  strange  banners,  deriding  and 
insulting  the  old  flag  of  the  fathere,  proclaiming  their  hostility  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  threatening  by  force  of 
arms  a  permanent  division  of  our  territory,  and  seeking  to  estab- 
lish within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  separate  and  indepen- 
dent sovereignties.  To  prevent  the  successful  consummation  of 
these  schemes  the  bugles  of  war  were  sounded,  and  the  long  roll 
of  battle  drums  was  beaten.  It  is  useless  for  us  at  this  late  dav  to 
consider  what  persons  or  sections  were  responsible  for  the 
alienated  affections  and  political  differences  which  finally  culmin- 
ated in  civil  war.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  our  dissensions  were 
considered  by  the  South  too  great  to  be  settled  in  the  councils,  of 
the  nation,  and  her  people  resolved  upon  the  arbitrament  of  the 
sword.  It  is  not  unfrcqucntly  said  that  the  conflict  might  have 
been  prevented  had  more  temperate  counsels  prevailed  in  either 
section  of  the  country,  that  unimportant  concessions,  made  in  the 
proper  spirit,  might  have  bridged  the  danger  over.  With  all 
deference  to  such  opinions,  I  do  not  think  so.  Possibly  the 
struggle  might  have  been  postponed,  but  it  could  not  have  been 
prevented.  Under  a  republican  form  of  government  like  our 
own,  and  in  a  country  like  this,  in  order  for  lasting  peace,  it  is 
indispensable  that  there  should  be  community  of  interest,  simi- 
larity of  institutions,  and  substantial  agreement  in  social  conditions. 
Prior  to  the  war  there  was  a  prevailing  sentiment  in  the  North^ 
and  one  not  unfreijuently  entertained  in  the  South,  that  slavery 
was  contrary  to  the  genius  and  opposed  to  the  highest  development 
of  a  free  people.  .The  ininds  of  our  ablest  statesmen,  in  both 
sections,  had  long  been  directed  to  the  subject,  it  had  been  largely 
discussed,  and  often  legislated  upon,  various  methods  to  rid  us  of 
the  disturbing  element  had  been  commended,  from  the  abolition 
schemes  of  Northern  radicals  to  the  emancipation  projects  of  such 
men  as  Henry  Clay.  But  under  onr  national  constitution,  and 
with  due    regard    to    the    rights  of  States,  it  is    doubtful  whether 
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hitman  wisdom  could  have  devised  any  way  of  immediate  s 
in  eradicating  what  was  regarded  as  an  evil.  It  had,  however, 
been  circumscribed  and  enfeebled  by  congressional  enactments, 
while  its  prosperity,  and  perhaps  its  life,  required  difTusion  and 
the  extention  of  territorial  limits.  After  this  method,  it  might, 
and  probably  would,  have  passed  finally  out  of  existence  in  one 
or  two  generations,  but,  until  the  beginning  of  the  war,  the  con- 
flicting interests  of  opposing  civilizations  kept  the  public  mind  in 
constant  fermentation,  were  the  fruitful  source  of  sectional 
animosities,  and  the  subject  of  oft  repeated  and  bitter  denun- 
ciation. 

I  do  not  propose  to  violate  the  proprieties  of  this  occasion  by 
treading  on  forbidden  ground,  and  shall  not  undertake  to  speak 
of  the  institution  of  slavery  in  any  of  its  moral  aspects.  1  ha%-e 
only  alluded  to  such  facts  regarding  it  as  are  recognized  and 
admitted,  and  as  have  a  direct  bearing  upon  our  bloody  contest. 
We  do  not  arraign  the  people  of  the  South  to-night  for  any  wrong 
done  to  the  negro,  nor  are  we  disposed  to  hold  them  responsible 
for  cherishing  an  institution  which  this  generation  had  inherited 
from  its  ancestors,  and  which  they  had  been  educated  to  believe 
sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man  alike.  We  do  not  wonder 
that  they  felt  aggrieved  by  the  imposition  of  territorial  restrictions 
upon  the  system  to  which  they  were  so  attached,  or  that  they 
were  jealous  of  the  ever-widening  area  of  that  great  northwestern 
territory  forever  dedicated  to  freedom,  and  so  soon  to  become  the 
repository  of  the  political  power  of  the  nation.  We  would  now, 
so  far  as  may  be,  surround  ourselves  with  their  circumstances  and 
conditions,  and  then  judge  them  kindly.  But  when  all  this  is  done, 
we  must  still  hold  them  responsible  for  inaugurating,  without 
sufficient  provocation,  a  civil  war,  long  and  terrible  and  bloody, 
which  cost  us  more  than  a  million  valuable  lives,  which  fill  the 
South  with  graves  and  the  whole  country  with  mourning,  creating 
heavy  burdens,  and  necessitating  a  debt  which  this  generation 
will  hardly  be  able  to  pay.  Any  other  view  than  this  belittles  the 
cause  in  which  we  endured  so  much,  and  for  the  success  of  which 
we  imperiled  everything. 

If  it  shall  happen  that  our  contending  armies,  descended  from 
a  common  ancestry,  and  inheriting  a  common  glory,  shall  have 
cemented  with  their  blood  the  affections  of  a  divided  people, 
insuring  to  all  the  enjoyments  of  like  grandeur  and  prosperity  in 
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a  country  one  and  indivisible  forever,  ihen  we  bow  in  reverent 
thankfulness  lo  the  decrees  of  that  Providence  which  led  us 
through  affliction  and  the  shadow  of  death  to  this  grand  consum- 
mation. 

But,  my  comrades,  we  meet  in  this  fourth  annual  gathering  of 
our  Army  Society  to  once  more  touch  our  hearts  together,  to 
revive  the  associations,  to  renew  the  friendships,  and  rekindle  the 
aflections  which  characterized  and  have  made  historical  the 
achievements  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  Strangely  arc  our 
memories  clouded  with  visions  of  war.  Wc  recall  the  stirring 
events  of  1861,  the  great  uprising  of  the  people  in  response  to 
the  hoarse  challenge  of  guns  in  Charleston  harbor.  We  see  our 
young  men  gathering  from  every  hillside  and  valley  of  the  North, 
from  every  avocation  and  condition  of  life,  Inspired  by  one  ambi- 
tion, animated  with  one  determination — to  save  our  country  from  , 
ruin  and  its  flag  from  dishonor.  Law  offices  were  changed  into 
recruiting  stations;  physicians  neglected  the  sick;  ministers  almost 
forgot  to  preach  of  a  judgment  to  come,  as  they  appealed  to  the 
patriotic  impulses  of  their  congregations;  public  halls  resounded 
with  the  tread  of  soldiers  drilling  for  war;  public  squares  and 
picnic  groves  were  camping  grounds  for  a  gathering  army;  the 
business  of  civil  life  was  suspended,  and  the  nation  held  its  breath 
in  sad  foreboding  of  impending  disaster;  they  who  for  years  had 
croaked  of  dissolution  and  predicted  wan  became  the  wise  men 
and  prophets  of  the  hour.  There  is  a  twinge  of  the  heart  while 
we  remember  the  partings  of  families  and  friends,  as  the  dearest 
loved  and  most  depended  on  went  away,  perhaps  never  to  return 
again. 

In  such  a  time  was  bom  the  grand  old  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
whose  career  has  not  been  surpassed  in  any  age  or  country, 
whose  soldierly  discipline,  moral  qualities  and  unity  of  action  will 
be  historic  precedents  when  this  generation  shall  have  passed 
away. 

From  a  variety  of  circumstances  this  army  has  a  peculiar  his- 
tory, as  it  had  a  remarkable  experience.  No  military  organization 
was  ever  more  fortunate  in  its  commanding  oflicers;  all  of  them 
men  of  genius  and  character,  fully  imbued  w-ith  the  spirit 
of  the  cause  for  which  they  fought,  capable  of  appreciating 
the  splendid  qualities  of  the  troops  they  commanded,  and  able  so 
to  control  and  direct  them   as   to  secure  the  victory  which  they 


i.y  Google 


356  (Proceedings  of  the  Society 

finally  gaineit.  And  then  the  theatre  of  operations — extending' 
from  Xorthern  Missouri  to  Vicksburg,  from  the  terminus  of 
Banks'  expedition  up  the  Red  river  far  eastward  across  tlic  coun- 
try  to  the  sea — gave  scope  and  variety  to  its  service,  employment 
to  its  manifold  energies,  and  opportunity  for  the  development  of 
military  science,  never  better  applied  than  in  the  campaigns  of 
this  army.  Composed  mainly,  as  it  was,  of  Western  troops,  it 
possessed  the  characteristics  of  Western  men.  It  was  determined 
and  resolute  and  hardy;  impatient  of  opposition,  and  ready 
always  for  great  risks  to  overcome  it;  though  contending  against 
as  brave  a  foe  as  ever  shouldered  a  musket  or  drew  a  sword,  it 
could  not  brook  standing  day  after  dav  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
line  of  fire  while  its  ranks  were  decimated,  its  life-blood  drawn, 
and  no  ground  or  advantage  gained;  but  when  it  came  within 
musket  range  of  its  foes,  it  fixed  bavonets  and  charged  down 
upon  them;  if  swamps  intervened,  it  corduroyed  or  waded  through 
them  to  fight  on  the  other  side;  if  the  enemy  was  intrenched  on 
the  opposite  bank  of  a  great  river,  it  crossed  on  flatboats.  in  the 
face  of  his  guns,  and  drove  him  from  his  works;  if  he  established 
himself  on  the  summit  of  high  mountains,  our  unbroken  lines 
swept  up  their  precipitous  sides  to  victory,  or  covered  the  ground 
with  their  dead  and  wounded;  if  strong  fortifications  and  frowning 
batteries  confronted  them,  their  General  demanded  unconditional 
and  immediate  surrender,  or  proposed  to  move  upon  the  works. 

How  it  all  comes  back  to  us,  from  that  well -remembered  begin- 
ning at  Belmont,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  General  Grant. 
to  the  grand  review  at  the  nation's  Capital  when  the  victorious 
army  returned  to  receive  the  plaudits  of  a  grateful  people! 

Again,  we  are  marching  our  fifteen  hundred  miles  in  the  State 
of  Missouri,  breaking  up  the  incipient  camps  of  rebel  soldiery, 
capturing  forces  yet  unarmed,  chasing  organized  commands 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  State,  or  following  in  the  wake  of  Jim 
Lane's  army,  where  nothing  but  an  imported  chicken  or  its 
descendants  shall  ever  crow  again. 

In  the  beautiful  sunlight,  under  a  cloudless  sky,  we  join  the 
column  of  steamers  which  is  bearing  Pope's  Army  of  the  Mississ- 
ippi down  the  great  river  to  engage  in  those  splendid  operations 
at  New  Madrid  and  Island  10,  which  went  far  toward  open- 
ing up  a  highway  to  the  gulf,  and  in  establishing  the  reputation 
of  one  of  the  very  ablest  and  most  patriotic  Generals  of  the  war. 
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As  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi  contributed  no  unimportant 
clement  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  it  is  not  improper  or 
impertinent  to  say  that  we  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  any 
separate  army  operating  with  greater  oneness  of  purpose  and 
harmony  of  action  than  this;  and,  under  its  able  commander,  its 
discipline  was  such  as  to  tit  it  for  its  subsequent  career.  We 
remember  its  encampments  and  bivouacs,  always  in  double  lines, 
with  a  reserve,  so  that  in  case  of  sudden  attack  the  men  could 
leap  from  their  tents  to  find  themselves  in  the  order  of  battle. 
This  may  have  been  of  little  consequence  later  in  the  war,  when 
long  experience  had  taught  the  army  to  form  rapidly  and  with 
precision  under  fire,  but  with  raw  recruits,  and  subordinate  officers 
unacquainted  with  military  tactics,  it  seems  to  me  not  an  unim- 
portant consideration. 

In  our  imaginations  or  our  memories  we  are  back  at  Forts 
Henry  and  Donelson,  with  Brigadier-General  Grant,  in  1862;  we 
take  part  with  him  in  those  grand  victories,  the  news  of  winch 
sent  a  thrill  of  joy  to  every  loyal  heart  in  the  broad  land;  we  share 
the  varying  fortunes  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  at  Pittsburg 
Landing,  where  perseverance,  determination  and  indomitable 
courage  changed  what  might  have  been  irreparable  disaster  into 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  successes  of  the  war;  we  fight  and  win, 
under  the  brave  and  courtly  Rosecrans,  the  bloody  battles  of  luka 
and  Corinth;  we  are  once  more  On  the  banks  of  the  Father  of 
Waters,  or  lying  beside  the  deadly  Yazoo,  while  the  Vicksburg 
batteries  bellow  out  a  hoarse  and  derisive  greeting  as  the  Union 
army  takes  up  its  position.  The  enemv,  with  his  impregnable 
defenses  in  the  rear,  with  his  guns  covering  the  river,  and  pre- 
cluding, as  he  thinks,  the  possibility  of  passage,  laughs  at  the 
forces  which  he  sees  gathering  about  his  works.  He  does  not 
fully  know  of  what  stuff  these  troops  are  made,  and  does  not 
realize  that  they  have  come  remembering  nothing  but  victories, 
and  determined  to  conquer  this  stronghold  of  the  rebellion  or 
perish  in  the  attempt;  that  they  are  commanded  by  a  General  who 
has  wot  learned  to  fail,  but  who  always  insists  upon  fighting  it  out 
on  his  own  line.  Our  gunboats  and  transports  attempt  and  make 
the  passage  uilder  the  hostile  guns,  though  some,  riddled  and 
blown  to  pieces,  go  blazing  to  the  bottom  of  the  river.  Then 
followed  in  rapid  succession  the  battles  of  Port  Gibson,  Raymond, 
Jackson,    Champion     Hills    and    Big    Black    river,   until    at   last 
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Vicksburg  is  completely  invested,  and  finally  surrenders,  with  its 
31,000  troops,  on  the  anniversary  of  our  national  indepeiidence- 
This  campaig:!,  probablj-  the  most  brillmnt  of  those  conducted  bv 
General  Grant  in  person,  cstahlishc<l  for  him,  beyond  all  question 
or  cavil,  a  reputation  for  military  genius  and  the  highest  soldierly 
qualities,  to  which  even  the  brilliancy  of  his  subsequent  achieve- 
ments could  add  but  little. 

But  the  career  of  the  Army  of  tlie  Tennessee  does  not  end  with 
Vicksburg,  Under  its  second  great  commander  U  wins  fre^h 
laurels  at  Missionary  Ridge  and  Lookout  Mountain,  and  in  reliev- 
ing the  army  besieged  at  Knoxvillc.  Under  the  lamented  Mc- 
Pherson,  in  the  ever-memorable  campaign  of  Atlanta,  it  takes 
conspicuous  and  honorable  part  in  that  continuous  fight  from 
Dalton  down  to  Jonesboro,  in  a  country  which  nature  seems  to 
have  designed  especially  for  defensive  purposes,  with  its  parallel 
ridges,  whose  wooded  and  rocky  sides  are  well-nigh  impassable, 
and  upon  whose  tops  were  always  found  the  long  lines  of  rebel 
intrcnchments. 

Who  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  %vill  soon  forget  the  frown- 
ing ramparts  of  Keucsaw  Mountain  or  the  bloody  engagement 
beneath  its  shadow?  Who  does  not  remember  those  quiet,  starlit 
nights,  when  the  tired  soldiers  of  our  army  were  asleep,  dreaming- 
of  home  and  distant  loved  ones,  suddenly  disturbed  by  the  thunder 
of  the  enemy's  cannon  upon  the  summit  of  the  mountain,  and  the 
almost  instant  reply  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  artillery 
from  our  lines  in  the  valley  below,  sending  their  blazing  answers 
through  the  sky  to  where  the  bursting  shells  resembled  the  erup- 
tion of  Vesuvius? 

.  I  could,  from  very  affection,  embrace  to-night  those  old  "swamp 
angels"  in  Osterhaus'  Division,  the  reverberation  of  whose  loud- 
est voices  were  music  in  our  ears,  though  we  knew  they  were 
hurling  the  missiles  of  de:ith. 

At  last  Sherman  swings  his  "whip-lash"  round  the  mountain, 
and  the  work  is  done,  only  to  be  renewed,  however,  a  few  davs 
later,  and  a  little  further  on. 

We  recall  that  22nd  of  July,  ever  memorable  and  ever  doubly 
sad,  because  it  cost  us  the  life  of  our  third  commander,  a  soldier 
who  lived  long  enough,  however,  to  achieve  an  immortality  of 
fame,  and  at  whose  death  one  who  could  afford  the  commenda- 
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tion  Raid,  "I  have  lost  my  best  friend,  and  the  countrv  its  best 
soldier." 

Soon  Atlanta  is  ours,  the  gates  of  the  Confederacy  are  swung 
wide  open,  and  the  larger  portion  of  our  anny  commences  its 
famous  march  to  the  sea.  In  this  rollicking  picnic  expedition 
there  was  just  enough  of  fighting  for  variety,  enough  of  Iiardship 
to  give  zest  to  the  repose  which  followed  it,  and  enough  of  ludicrous 
adventure  to  make  its  memory  a  constant  source  of  gratification. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  "Sherman's  bummers"  will  be  an  important 
feature  in  fourth  of  July  celebrations  for  a  hundred  years  to  come; 
that  boys  will  shout  and  old  men  cheer  as  the  counterfeit  soldiery 
come  to  the  ground  laden  with  chickens  and  honey,  molasses 
and  hams,  flour  and  potatoes,  pigs  and  confectionery,  and  an 
occasional  flagon  of  wine,  carefully  concealed  from  the  command- 
ing officer. 

And  we  do  not,  my  comrades,  forget  our  own  corps  at 
Allatoona,  whose  heroic  conduct  received  such  distinguished 
compliment  from  the  Commanding  General;  or  the  vital  services 
rendered  by  those  brave  officers  and  men  who  did  not  go  on  the 
march  to  the  sea,  but  returned  to  fight  desperately  at  Nashville, 
and  who  took  part  in  the  subsequent  operations  against  Hood, 
onder  George  H.  Thomas,  than  w^hom  no  General  of  the  war  has 
a  cleaner  record,  and  whose  place  in  the  respect  and  regard  of  the 
country  will  never  be  supplanted.  We  are  mindful  of  those  who 
early  in  the  war  bore  themselves  so  valiantly  at  Pea  Ridge;  who 
subsequently  became  a  part  of  our  army,  giving  us  Osterhaus, 
Carr,  Steele,  Asboth,  and  that  modest,  but  splendid  soldier,  G.  M. 
Dodge,  whose  fame  is  a  prominent  part  of  the  history  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  whose  command  rendered  as  impor- 
tant service  as  any  that  fought  during  the  war.  We  do  not 
forget  the  gallant  division  which  went  with  the  chivalric  A.  J. 
Smith,  under  Banks,  on  the  unfortunate  Red  river  expedition, 
where  it  helped  to  secure  the  safe  retreat  of  the  army,  and  to 
relieve  the  navy  with  its  boats  aground;  or  the  command  which, 
under  the  same  leader,  after  the  battle  of  Nashville,  fought  at 
Mobile. 

We  recall  the  noble  bearing  of  our  dashing  cavalry,  under 
Wilson,  Garrard,  Kilpatrick,  and  Grierson,  the  prince  of  raiders. 

We  remember  to-night  the  career  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
from  its  organization  to  its  muster  out,  and  it  is  among  the  proud- 
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est  of  our  recollections  that  we  served  and  suffered  and  triumphed 
with  it. 

I  have  said  that  no  army  was  ever  more  fortunate  in  its  com- 
mundcrs.  It  was  organized  and  led  to  its  early  victories  by 
General  Grant,  who,  at  the  close  of  the  rebellion,  having  won 
with  his  sword  the  proud  title  of  first  in  war,  was  accorded  by 
his  grateful  countrymen  the  position  of  first  in  peace.  And  now, 
as  President  of  the  United  States,  he  bears  himself  with  the  same 
modest  self-reliance,  the  same  integrity  of  purpose  and  character, 
practical  good  sense  and  dignity  of  demeanor,  which  character- 
ized him  during  the  war.  He  docs  not  find  it  necessary  to  define 
his  position  in  frequent  public  speeches,  or  by  cards  in  newspapers 
to  answer  the  vile  slanders  of  gamblers  in  gold  and  other  thieves 
of  the  revenue.  His  old  soldiers  know  that  he  will  always  be 
found  honest  and  capable,  true  to  his  convictions,  and  brave  to 
carry  them  out. 

Our  second  commander  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  army,  having 
achieved  a  world-wide  reputation  for  military  genius  and  know- 
ledge of  the  art  of  war.  The  popular  judgment  has  decided  that, 
as  a  commander  of  troops  in  the  field,  for  active  operations,  he 
certainly  has  no  superior,  and  perhaps  no  equal. 

McPherson,  in  the  promise  of  his  magnificent  manhood,  but 
already  famous  as  a  great  leader,  gave  his  life  to  the  cause  of  his 
country  dying  as  the  hero  should,  in  the  glory  of  battle.  While 
our  Society  erects  over  his  hallowed  grave  a  monument  commem- 
orative of  his  name  and  fame,  the  people  of  this  and  other  lands 
will  cherish  the  memory  of  his  noble  bearing,  brilliant  record,  and 
all  too  early  death. 

Howard,  the  Christain  soldier  suid  philanthropist,  having  gath- 
ered the  laurels  of  war,  is  devoting  himself  to  the  intellectual 
development  and  moral  education  of  the  race  he  helped  to  emanci- 
pate and  save, 

Logan,  the  last  of  our  commanders,  the  dashing  general  of 
volunteers — brave,  determined  and  able — is  honoring  the  noble 
State  which  honors  him  in  the  councils  of  the  nation. 

There  are  many  other  names  which  come  to  our  lips:  Blair,  who 
was  always  with  us;  McCIernard,  Hurlbut  and  Curtis,  who  com- 
manded troops  which  at  some  time  belonged  to  our  army;  and 
that  other  distinguished  soldier,  a  part  of  whose  fame  we  desire 
to  appropriate,  by  reason  of  relationship  < 
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honors  us  by  his  presence  to-night,  Lteutenant-General  Sheridan. 

I  can  not  pause  to  mention  the  many  division  and  other  subor- 
dhiate  commanders,  brave  and  efficient  all,  who  contributed  so 
much  toward  the  final  victory.  Their  services  have  been  recog- 
nized and  appreciated,  and  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

I  would  not  pass  without  grateful  remembrance  that  vast  body 
of  men,  who,  without  titles  or  the  hope  of  reward,  fought,  and 
marched,  and  suffered,  and  many  of  whom  died  for  their  country, 
whose  fidelity  and  valor  made  the  reputations  of  commanding 
officers.  Without  the  inducement  of  ambition  or  the  promise  of 
promotion,  they  were  satisfied  with  the  consciousness  of  duty 
performed.  Theirs  were  the  hard  tasks  of  the  war,  and  theirs  a 
great  recompense  should  be.  We  arc  proud  and  happy  to  say 
they  share  in  all  the  glory  of  the  army's  achievements;  all  good 
private  soldiers  deserve  and  receive  such  gratitude  and  praise  as 
a  nation  preserved  by  their  constancy  can  feel  or  offer. 

And  so  passes  the  varied  panorama  of  the  war,  its  long  and 
weary  marches,  its  camps,  and  bivouacs,  and  bloody  engagements, 
its  dark  days  of  suffering  and  sorrow  and  its  final  victory.  We 
feel  no  more  the  wild  exultation  of  battle,  the  rattle  of  musketry, 
the  thunder  of  artillery,  the  groans  of  the  wounded,  and  the  shouts 
of  the  victors  fall  no  longer  upon  our  cars.  There  are  no  more 
field  hospitals,  with  scenes  more  touching  and  sad  than  even  the 
carnage  of  battle  itself,  we  look  no  longer  into  trenches  where  we 
buried  the  dead,  our  old  banneis,  riddled  with  bullets  and  black 
with  smoke,  are  hung  up  in  the  archives  of  the  nation. 

"Ah  we  walk  among  Itiem  with  noiseless  tread, 
VVc  think  of  the  host  of  the  mighty  dead 
That  have  marched  beneath  Ihem  in  davs  gone  by, 
With  a  burning  cheek  and  kindling  eve; 
That  have  bathed  their  Tolds  with  their  joung  life's  tide. 
And,  dving,  biessed  them,  and  biesRing,  died." 

Our  great  army  of  veterans,  so  recently  drawn  from  the  avoca- 
tions of  civil  life,  is  absorbed  again  in  the  million  homes  of  a 
nation  at  peace,  the  extended  theater  of  mihtary  operations  has 
once  more  become  the  arena  of  numberless  industries,  cotton 
fields  wave  their  white  banners,  and  the  husbandman  gathers  his 
ripened  grain  where,  but  yesterday,  the  ambulance  train  and  the 
hospital  corps,  with  its  sacred  badges,  moved  as  gleaners  on  the 
harvest   field  of' death,  all  the   arts  of  peace,  striking  their  roots 
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deep  into  soil  enriched  by  the  blood  of  patriots,  are  springing  up 
and  flourishing  anew,  the  flowers  of  domestic  happiness  and 
national  concord,  watered  by  the  tears  of  our  national  affliction,  are 
blooming  in  beauty  and  fragrance  again. 

And  now  it  becomes  the  privilege  of  our  Army  Society  to  com- 
memorate the  past,  while   its   members  apply  themselves  to  the 
duties  of  the  hour  in  the  changed  condition  of  afl'airs. 
'■We  aiourn  our  buried  dead." 

One  year  ago  the  eloquent  orator  of  this  association  said : 
"We  miss  to-night  that  noble  soldier,  who,  from  first  to  last,  in 
depression  and  in  victory,  stood  by  his  honored  chief,  and  from 
the  lips  of  every  one  of  us,  as  we  find  he  is  not  here,  comes  the 
earnest  expression,  which  tells  the  sentiment  of  all  the  soldier 
hearts  throughout  the  land — Long  live  John  A.  Rawlins!"  To-day 
the  orator  occupies  the  place  of  the  dead  war  minister,  whom  we 
mourn,  and  shall  miss  forevermore.  Our  distinguished  comrade 
has  gone  from  the  sphere  of  earthly  labor  to  his  peaceful  rest 
under  the  willows  on  the  bank  of  the  Anacostia.  Though  young 
in  years,  he  was  old  in  usefulness  and  ripe  in  honors.  His  career 
was  a  remarkable  one  from  the  day  he  left  his  humble  employ- 
ments at  Galena,  through  afl  the  fiery  years  that  followed,  till  his 
death  in  the  war  oflicc  of  the  nation.  His  position  upon  the 
staff  of  the  Commanding  General  gave  little  opportunity  for  the 
display  of  personal  daring  and  all  those  brilliant  qualities  which 
suddenly  arrest  the  attention  and  captivate  the  hearts  of  men, 
but  it  gave  him  accurate  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  affairs, 
and  enabled  him,  by  his  calm  judgment,  his  wise  counsels,  his 
undying  patriotism,  and  unselfish  spirit,  to  contribute  as  few  men 
have  ever  been  able  to  do,  to  the  welfare  of  his  country.  Before 
the  close  of  the  war  he  had  been  appreciated  and  honored  by  his 
great  commander,  and  his  worth  had  become  known  to  the  army. 
No  man  in  active  service  was  more  respected  or  better  loved  than 
he.  This  Society,  in  grateful  recognition  of  his  distinguished 
merit,  elected  and  retained  him  as  its  President,  and  assembles 
now  to  look  upon  his  vacant  chair.  He  was  pure  in  heart,  clear 
in  mind,  generous  in  purpose,  affectionate  and  kind  hearted,  and 
devoted  body  and  soul  to  the  well  being  of  his  beloved  land.  No 
man  has  died  among  us  in  fifty  years,  with  the  possible  exception 
of  President  Lincoln,  whose  death  caused  a  more  profot 
than  that  of  our  departed    comrade.     The   funeral  pageant   ' 
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worthy  of  a  king,  and  such  tears  were  shed  as  seldom  fatt  on  royal 
graves. 

We  repeat  the  prayer  of  the  orator,  "Long  live  John  A. 
Rawlins."  Let  him  hve  in  the  affectionate  remembrance  of  all 
loyal  men,  let  him  live  in  the  hearts  of  his  comrades-in-arms, 
let  him  live  in  the  continued  prosperity  and  happiness  and  peace 
of  the  country  he  did  so  much  to  save. 

And  while  the  members  of  this  Army  Society  strive  to  per- 
petuate the  memory  of  their  fallen  comrades,  and  to  be  guardians 
of  the  fame  of  those  who  attained  honorable  distinction  during 
the  war,  it  is  a  part  of  their  duty  to  watch  over  and  protect  the 
widows  and  orphan  children  of  those  who  never  came  home,  or 
who,  returning,  since  have  died.  This  is  a  sacred  duty,  which 
appeals  to  all  true  soldier  hearts,  and  finds  everywhere  a  ready 
response. 

We  are  not  to  overlook  or  underrate  our  own  friendships  and 
the  social  enjoyments  which  these  yearly  gatherings  bring,  for 
they  are  important  elements  in  our  own  lives,  and,  if  rightly  used, 
may  be  made  to  subserve  lofty  aims  and  purposes.  A  coinpar- 
ison  of  views  by  experienced  and  intelligent  soldiers  upon  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  efficiency  of  our  standing  army,  and, 
indeed,  upon  all  subjects  pertaining  to  the  public  safety,  could  only 
result  in  the  correction  of  erroneous  opinions,  if  any  exist,  and 
the  adoption  of  the  readiest  means  to  secure  the  desired  end.  For 
ourselves  and  for  others,  organization  and  concert  of  action  can 
do  more  than  individual  effort  could  possibly  accomplish.  And 
these  meetings  serve  to  keep  alive  and  burning  brightly  the  fires 
of  patriotism,  which  in  times  of  protracted  peace  are  liable  to 
smoulder  or  die  out.  We  can  not  expect  to  elicit  much  that  is 
new  regarding  the  incidents  of  the  war,  or  to  change  the  popular 
judgment  respecting  those  who  participated  in  it.  Indeed,  1  feel 
sure  that  the  popular  judgment  is  now  correct,  and  needs  no 
change. 

Cardinal  Richelieu  once  commended  DeMauprat  for  always 
applauding  in  the  right  place;  a  compliment  which  the  old  duke 
intended  as  highest  praise.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  American 
people  can  truthfully  be  said  to  always  merit  like  commendation. 
But  when  the  intoxication  of  sudden  enthusiasm  and  the  excite- 
ments of  the  hour  have  passed  away,  and  there  is  given  time  for 
the  sober  second  thought,  I  venture    the   opinion  that  no  people 
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on  earth  are  more  just  to  the  reputations  of  their  public  men. 
And  I  think  we  may  take  it  for  granted  that  the  prominent  char- 
acters of  our  war  have  already  taken  the  places  they  are  to  occupy 
in  history. 

It  was  ihe  fear  of  the  late  President  of  our  aBfiociation;  ex- 
pressed just  before  his  death  to  a  dear  friend,  that  some  day 
designing  politicians  might  attempt  to  use  this  army  society  for 
the  promotion  of  selfish  schemes  and  the  gratification  of  personal 
ambition.  If  such  a  day  should  ever  come,  then  the  efficiency  for 
good  and  the  fraternal  feeling  which  now  characterizes  the 
Society  will  have  passed  away  forever.  We  must  keep  it  far 
above  the  level  of  party  pohtics,  in  the  pure  atmosphere  where 
friendships  flourish,  where  unselfish  and  patriotic  sentiments  hold 
Rway.  We  must  be  especially  tolerant  of  opinion  and  generous 
in  criticism  among  ourselves,  allowing  the  largest  libertv  of 
thought  and  action  to  all  those  who  with  us  risked  their  lives 
for  their  country. 

And  now  it  is  my  happy  privilege,  in  concluding  the  duty 
assigned  me,  to  congratidate  you  not  only  upon  peace  restored, 
but  upon  a  country  united,  happy  and  free,  secured  against  inter- 
nal convulsions  by  common  interests  and  sympathies,  protected 
against  invasion  or  insult  by  the  presence  of  a  welt  organized  and 
efficient  regular  army,  by  as  gallant  a  navy  as  rides  the  sea,  bv  a 
million  disbanded  volunteer  soldiers,  North  and  South,  accustomed 
to  the  use  of  arms,  inured  to  the  hardships  of  campaign,  and  readv 
to  conic  forth  whenever  the  country  needs  their  services  again,  and 
by  the  patriotic  impulses  of  all  our  citizens.  So  secured  and  pro- 
tected we  may  with  assurance  pray  that  Providence  shall 


Looking  trustfully  to  the  future,  we  see  the  bow  of  promise 
spanning  the  broad  continent  for  us,  and  under  its  glory-tinted 
arch  the  millions  of  our  descendants,  augmented  bv  the  great 
crowds  of  emigration  marching  inland  from  the  shores  of  either 
ocean,  all  scattering  themselves  over  plantation  and  prairie,  level- 
ing the  forests,  tunneling  the  mountains,  bridging  the  rivers, 
building  cities  and  towns,  binding  the  States  together  with  rail- 
roads and  telegraphs,  multiplying  wealth  and  enhancing  prosper- 
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ity,  while  every  American  citizen,  on  the  land  and  on  the  sea,  is 
secure  ia  properly  and  person,  under  equal  laws  and  one  flag, 
upheld  and  defended  by  the  government  of  the  people. 

This  address  was  listened  to  with  much  attention  and  delight 
General  Noyes  was  frequently  applauded,  fully  indicative  of  his 
effort  being  entirely  gratifying  to  his  comrades. 

Sixth  in  order  came  a  piece  of  music  by  the  band. 

The  President  then  introduced  Colonel  John  Mason  Brown, 
who,  in  behalf  of  the  Cavalry  Corps  Society,  spoke  as  follows; 


ADDRESS  OF  COLOXEL  JOHN  MASON  BROWN. 

Comrades  of  the  Cavalrv  Corps: — I  congratulate  you  that 
the  suggestion  of  an  Association  of  the  Cavalry  of  the  West  has 
■net  with  an  approval  so  lieurtv  and  significant,  and  that  so  many 
of  those  who  latelv  wore  the  spur  and  sabre  as  ofhcers  of  the 
cavalry  of  our  country  have  responded  to  the  call  for  this  meet- 
ing. It  may  well  be  construed  as  an  evidence  that  the  spirit 
which  carried  you  into  the  sei'vice  of  the  country  survives  in  a 
desire  to  cherish  the  memories  of  camp  and  field,  and  to  preserve 
in  something  like  durable  form  the  lessons  of  war  taught  bv 
experience. 

Our  duty  has  not  altogelh:;r  been  discharged  by  a  performance, 
however  faithful,  of  the  labors  of  a  soldier,  by  march  and  bivouac, 
by  skirmish  and  battle  and  campaign.  There  remains  for  the 
intelligent  officer  a  supplemental  duty,  scarce  less  important  and 
sacred,  that  of  transmitting  to  the  soldiers  of  future  wars  the 
observations  of  experience  which  it  has  been  his  fortune  to  accu- 
mulate. Coupled  with  the  preservation  of  pleasant  memories  of 
the  past,  and  of  those  friendships  which  have  matured  amid 
scenes  of  trial  and  danger,  is  the  public  duty  of  perpetuating  the 
results  of  your  labors  and  experience;  of  extracting  from  the 
mass  of  personal  observation  here  represented  those  general 
principles  of  the  right  use  of  cavalry  which  may  .stand  as  axioms 
of  the  wars  of  future  years. 

It  has  been  well  observed  by  thoughtful  writers  that  nothing  so 
cultivates  an  appreciation  of  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  a  reluct- 
rjince   to    resort     to    the    arbitrament   of  the    sword   as   a    clear 
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perception  of  the  <lestriiction  and  carnage  of  vrar.  Peace  and 
repose  are  of  that  class  of  blessings  rarely  estimated  at  their 
proper  worth,  except  by  those  who  have  attained  them  through 
suiTeriiig  and  trial  and  privation.  So  it  may  be  safely  asserted 
that  none  throughout  our  hroad  land  can  more  intelligently  value- 
the  tranquillity  that  has  crovuned  our  successful  war  than  those 
tvho  gagi-'d  life  and  health  and  fortune  in  the  battle  for  the 
Union.  None  can  breathe  a  more  fervent  aspiration  than  they  for 
a  long  cycle  of  years  in  which  no  war  or  battle  sound  shall  disturb 
the  national  tranquillity.  None  with  more  understanding  hearts 
than  they  can  render  grateful  thanks  for  the  peace  and  order  that 
succeeded  the  shock  and  turmoil  of  war. 

But  none  should  more  keenly  than  you.  fellow-scJdiers,  appre- 
ciate the  fact,  that  security  of  peace  is  largely  dependent  on 
readiness  for  war;  that  the  quiet  of  the  law-abiding  citizens  is 
largely  dependent  on  the  prompt  ability  to  repress  the  lawless; 
and  that  nothing  more  tends  to  keep  in  proper  subjection  the 
passions  of  the  turbulent  and  reckless  than  a  conviction  that  the 
citizens  of  the  land  have  the  power  to  repres.s  crime,  and  an 
intelligent  knowledge  of  the  use  of  that  end. 

It  was  the  theory  of  the  great  Frederick,  who  sought  peace 
through  years  of  bloody  war,  that  it  was  the  "potential  battle'''  of 
a  nation  that  constituted  its  safest  guarantee  against  interference 
by  hostile  powers,  and  to  the  development  of  tiiat  element  of 
Prussian  greatness  he  bent  all  the  powers  of  his  genius;  and  it 
was  not  merely  by  levies  of  recruits,  filling  the  thinned  ranks  of 
his  scarred  regiments,  nor  by  his  system  of  enforced  military  ser- 
vice, keeping  a  fund  of  material  always  available,  that  the  military 
prowess  of  bis  kingdom  was  achieved.  The  improved  fabrica- 
tion of  arms  and  niissilcs,  simplified  drill  and  evolutions  of  troops, 
and  a  new  order  of  tactics  suited  to  the  changes  that  these 
necessitated,  were  the  firm  bulwarks  of  a  military  system  in 
which  mere  numbers  formed  but  a  secondary  factor. 

That  day  is  indeed  much  to  be  desired,  when  the  counsels  of 
peace  shall  reign  supreme,  when  the  sword  shall  be  beaten  into 
the  plowshare,  and  men  shall  learn  war  no  more;  but  we  can 
scarce  expect  its  advent  in  these  stirring  times,  nor  hope,  even  in 
our  favored  land,  for  perpetual  immunity  from  the  strife  of  war. 
We  have  earned  rest  through  labor,  and  have  achieved  peace 
through  war.     It  is  not  the  part  of    prudent  men  to  forget  the 
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skill  which  from  the  plowshare  can  forge  a  sword  to  defend  the 
right.  It  is  not  wisdom  to  commit  to  oblivion  the  hard-bought 
knowledge  which  lends  intelligence  to  the  sword  in  the  patriot's 
hands. 

If  we  are  correct  in  the  view,  that  skill  in  war  is  one  of  the 
surest  guarantees  that  the  wager  of  battle  will  not  be  resorted  to, 
if  such  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  capacity  of  troops  and  arms 
ns  will  result  in  their  greatest  destructive  efficiency  carries  with  it 
that  wholesome  respect  for  the  possessors  which  will  tend  to  give 
weight  to  counsels  of  equity  and  peace — if,  in  short,  war  as  a 
science,  is  a  merciful  tempering  of  that  worst  of  calamities,  then 
may  we  fairly  claim  the  approbation  of  candid  men  for  our  efforts 
tu  gather  material  for  the  better  understanding  of  the  right  use 
of  our  own  arm  of  the  service — the  use  of  mounted  troops. 

Such  attempts  to  perpetuate  history,  and  accumulate  facts  that 
may  in  skillful  hands  be  digested  into  broad  generalizations  of  the 
cavalry  art,  cannot  be  justly  censured  as  tending  to  keep  fresh  the 
wounds  that  war  has  made.  They  cannot  be  in  fairness  suspected 
of  that  vain-glory  which  illiberal  minds  might  seek  to  attach  to 
them. 

They  have  their  vindication  in  the  history  of  every  art  that 
seeks  bv  collection  of  facts  to  accumulate  material  for  judicious 
investigation  and  arrangement.  They  appeal  to  the  enlightened 
philosophy  of  those  who  know  that  the  science  of  war  has  its 
developments,  as  have  the  arts  of  peace,  and  that  with  the  improve- 
ment of  the  military  art,  war  is  ameliorated  and  shortened,  and 
the  peace  of  nations  less  recklessly  disturbed. 

A  complete  history  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Western  armies,  drawn 
by  a  competent  hand,  would,  within  itself,  embody  elements  of 
instruction  that  the  thoughtful  soldier  might  ponder  with  profit. 
It  would  show  how,  from  the  thousands  of  uninitiated  volunteers 
assembled  at  the  call  for  troops,  gradually  grew  into  shape  and 
discipline  the  matchless  cavalry  of  the  last  years  of  the  war.  It 
would  show  how,  under  untoward  circumstances,  methods  of 
attack  and  defense,  suited  to  new  and  varying  emergencies,  were 
devised  by  men  whose  former  habits  of  life  gave  little  promise  of 
military  excellence.  It  would  show  how  that  most  difficult  of 
problems  was  solved,  the  enforcement  of  discipline,  coupled  with 
a  fostering  care  of  the  spirit  of  individuality  in  the  men.  It 
would  show  how  rapid  was  the  promotion  for  the  man  of  clear 
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head  and  daring  soul;  how  new  ideas  were  developed  by  adven- 
turous s[Mrits,  and  incorporated  by  appreciative  comrades  into 
the  new  »ystcm  of  cavalry  warfare.  It  would  show  how  the 
trammels  of  European  tradition  gave  place  to  broader  views; 
how  tactics  were  modified  to  suit  the  peculiarities  of  our  people 
and  the  conformation  of  our  country.  It  would  show  the  resource^ 
the  slcilt,  the  self-reliance  of  men  who,  like  Stanley  and  Wilder, 
Hobson  and  Wilson,  were  patterns  to  the  men  who  followed 
them. 

It  would  be  a  curious  and  instructive  study  to  trace  the  process 
of  discipline  and  unity  of  action  in  the  ca%~alry  force:  to  follow 
up  the  gradual  acquisition  of  the  habit  of  command  by  officers 
unused  to  the  life  of  garrison  or  camp;  to  note  the  steps  by  which 
that  hopeless  feeling — which  we  have  all  known  when  first 
entrusted  with  militarv  authority — gave  place  to  decision  and 
self-reliance,  and  to  mark  the  gradual  unfolding  of  new  principles, 
suited  to  new  conditions  of  war,  and  vaiying  materially  from 
the  accepted  literature  of  the  military  art;  and  the  researcli  would 
doubtless  prove  not  less  profitable  than  interesting,  for  it  would 
epitomize  the  history  of  military  developments,  and  shorten  for 
the  thoughtful  soldier  the  weary  route  by  which  knowledge  of 
cavalry  has  been  attained  by  the  officers  of  our  late  war. 

I  would  not  weary  your  patience  nor  consume  the  time  of  an 
occasion  like  this  in  an  attempt,  however  cursory,  to  sketch  the 
history  of  cavalry  organization  in  the  armies  of  the  West.  For 
fiucli  a  task  your  memoirs  and  notes  must  furnish  the  material,  as 
yet  insufficient.  Nor  would  I  digress  to  trace  the  growth  of  the 
system  of  brigades,  divisions,  and  corps  that  were  fashioned  from 
the  chaotic  mass  of  regiments,  first  assigned  to  mere  escort,  picket, 
or  orderly  duty.  To  do  so  would  involve  a  laborious  and  minute 
detail,  unsuited  to  the  limits  of  this  address.  Nor  would  I  attempt 
to  depict  the  cavalry  of  the  campaigns  of  Perrjville  and  Shiloh, 
and  contrast  it  with  the  troops  that  swept  the  South,  as  with  a 
besom  in  a  strong  and  skillful  hand,  in  the  campaigns  of  1864 
and  [S65. 

The  suggestions  that  address  themselves  with  most  propriety  to 
this  retmion  would  seem  to  be  rather  of  such  practical  matter  as 
may  elicit  comment  and  elucidation  from  the  personal  observation 
of  our  associates. 

It    is    by  you,  comrades,  better,  perhaps,  than    by  any  possible 
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assemblage,  that  the  best  method  of  conducting  and  repelling 
raids  can  be  discussed.  In  your  varied  experience  may  be  founcf 
all  the  arguments  which,  when  duly  weighed,  may  turn  the  scale 
for  or  against  that  much  disputed  employment  of  mounted  troops. 
Your  collected  observation  can  determine  whether  the  usefulness 
of  raids  is  or  is  not  counterbalanced  by  the  loss  of  material  that 
attends  them,  whether  discipline  is  or  is  not  seriously  impaired, 
whether  the  steadiness  of  troops  for  general  engagements  is  not 
jeopardized  by  such  employment,  whether  the  danger  to  the 
enemy;  is  more  real  or  imaginary,  to  what  extent  the  raid  exposes 
participating  troops  to  serious  flank  and  rear  attacks,  and  how  far 
the  efficiency  of  such  expeditions  is  impaired  by  the  element  of 
haste  and  want  of  thorough  work  that  necessarily  enters  into 
their  composition.  Much  may  be  well  said  by  you  concerning 
the  securing  of  prisoners  and  war  material  captured  on  raiding 
expeditions,  as  to  the  advisability  of  burning  bridges  and  other 
public  works,  as  to  the  most  rapid  and  eflective  method  of  destroy- 
ing railways,  tunnels  and  viaducts,  as  to  the  most  judicious  modes  of 
foraging,  the  best  columns  of  march,  and  the  best  deployment  for 
action.  The  bivouac,  the  picket,  the  outpost,  each  has  its  special 
features  on  the  raid,  known  only  to  those  who  by  practice  have 
learned  them. 

But  no  less  in  pitched  battles  is  the  use  of  cavalry  open  to  new 
and  important  suggestions.  It  may  well  be  asked  of  you,  whose 
knowledge  gives  you  the  right  to  speak,  whether  the  charge  in 
mass  can  be  attempted  without  preliminary  cannonading?  to  what 
extent  improved  musketry  of  infantry  has  modified  cavalry  attacks 
in  front?  whether  the  rifled  arm  has  or  has  not  more  than  counter- 
balanced the  rapidity  of  movement  that  once  made  cavalry  so 
dreaded  by  even  good  infantry  in  great  battles?  whether  surprise 
is  not  now  an  element  in  pitched  engagements  as  well  as  in  those 
less  momentous  alfairs  where  cantonments  and  temporary  camps 
are  the  object  of  attack?  whether  the  more  judicious  plan  be  to 
hold  the  cavalry  of  a  great  army  in  separate  corps  for  general 
engagements,  or  to  distribute  to  the  infantry  corps  commanders  a 
portion  of  the  mounted  force?  how  far  the  audacity  of  the  raid  or 
detached  service  must  be  modified  for  concert  of  action  in  decisive 
battles? 

In  considering,  too,  the  subject  of  detached  duty — that  subject 
most  dear  to  the  cavalry  officer's  heart — how  many  suggestions  of 
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practical  interest  will  occur?  The  cultivation  of  the  habit  of 
attack,  the  spirit  of  individuality  and  of  enterprise  that  can  be 
nurtured  to  such  surprising  results,  the  maxim  "audacity"  which 
ofight  so  appropriately  be  inscribed  on  every  cavalry  battle-flag^, 
are  subjects  w^cll  worthy  of  comment. 

It  would  be  far  from  useless  to  gather  opinions  as  to  the  conduct 
of  march  in  detached  regiment,  brigade  and  division,  the  location 
and  formation  of  camps,  the  placing  of  outposts,  reconnoitering. 
skirmishing  and  attacking,  the  best  hour  of  attack  on  villages  and 
small  camps,  the  best  disposition  of  troops  for  each  purpose, 
when  and  in  what  proportion  troops  should  dismount  for  action, 
the  location  of  the  horses  of  dismounted  troops,  the  proportion  of 
horse- holders,  the  method  of  rally,  and  the  details  of  orderly- 
retreat.  The  allotment  of  reserves  in  operations  by  detached 
commands  (indeed,  the  question  whether  there  should  be  any 
reserve  whatever  was  much  argued  among  us  while  we  were  in 
service)  is  a  topic  of  much  importance.  It  would  be  well  worth 
our  while  to  compare  opinions  as  to  whether  the  entire  attack- 
ing force  should,  as  a  general  rule,  engage,  trusting  to  rapidity  and 
concert  of  action  and  skilled  maneuver  to  repair  disaster,  rather 
than  to  inactive  line  of  reserves.  How  much  of  sound  truth  is  there 
in  the  adage  we  have  so  often  heard,  that  "cavalry  is  always  safe 
so  long  as  it  moves  vigorously  forward." 

There  arc  many  minor  duties  of  cavalry,  indispensable  indeed, 
yet  far  undervalued  and  seldom  systematically  understood.  There 
is  a  field,  even  in  the  obscure  line  of  courier  and  orderly  duty,  for 
much  improvement  and  change  from  the  traditional  routine.  Wc 
may  well  remember  that  for  the  eye  of  the  good  officer  no  point 
of  duty,  no  defect  of  organization,  is  too  minute,  nor  is  any  real 
improvement  too  insignificant  for  adoption,  as  the  humble  spheres 
of  duty  more  closely  concern  the  comfort  and  efficiency  of  the 
enlisted  men. 

So  do  they  more  nearly  approach  to  those  elemental  principles 
of  art  upon  which  any  superstructure  of  theory  in  tactics  must, 
if  sound,  be  based,  and  so  do  they  acquire  with  the  thoughtful 
officer  an  importance  and  consideration  greater  than  would  be 
accorded  by  the  inexperienced. 

In  the  event  of  a  call  for  volunteer  troops,  probably  no  question 
would    more   occupy  your   attention    than    the   organization    and 
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equipping  of  the  mounted  regiments.  From  tliese  as  units  would 
the  larger  aggregations  follow. 

But,  in  the  diversity  of  opinion  that  now  prevails,  there  would 
seem  to  be  not  a  little  danger  that  valuable  time  and  more  precious 
lives  would  be  lost  in  a  postponed  debate  on  the  questions  of  arms 
Hnd  formation. 

Probably  not  an  ofHcer  present  but  can  recall  instances  of 
brigades  of  three  or  more  regiments,  accustomed,  one,  perhaps,  to 
Kingle  rank  formation;  one  formed  with  reserved  line,  another 
discarding  it;  one  accustomed  to  operate  from  column  of  fours  by 
dismounting  or  deployment,  another  versed  in  the  lumbering  and 
complicated  evolutions  of  thirty  years  since.  And,  to  add  to  the 
perplexity  of  the  commandant,  frequently  three  or  four  varieties 
of  arms  were  to  be  found  in  as  many  regiments,  varying  in  con- 
struction and  calibre,  of  different  ranges  and  efficiency,  and  neces- 
sitating a  variety  of  ammunition  and  accoutrements.  It  is  true 
that  line  and  field  service  wrought  wonders,  and  did  much  to 
simplify  these  discrepancies,  but  it  is  none  the  less  true  that  there 
are  even  now  among  us  %vide  differences  of  opinion  on  the  best 
method  of  arming  and  forming  mounted  troops. 

On  a  point  of  such  vital  interest  it  would  seem  of  pcime  import- 
ance that  opinion  and  experience  should  be  sifted,  and  some 
general  outline  agreed  upon.  Our  association  may  well  be  held 
responsible  for  the  soundness  of  theory  upon  which  the  cavalry 
of  the  next  war  shall  be  organized. 

Your  campaigns  will  be  appealed  to  for  arguments  for  and 
against  the  sabre  and  revolver. 

From  the  history  o£  your  service  will  the  efficiency  of  the 
carbine  be  estimated  and  thceconomy  of  the  metallic-cased  ammu- 
nition discussed. 

It  will  be  asked  of  you,  and  with  reason,  what  rapidity  of  firing 
is  consistent  with  effective  expenditure  of  ammunition?  what 
calibre  of  arm  does  experience  recommend?  what  length  of  barrel 
meets  best  the  requirements  of  range,  accuracy  and  convenience 
in  handling? 

So,  too,  of  the  pistol.  To  what  extent  is  its  use  advisable,  and 
how  should  it  be  distributed?  Should  the  troops  have  one  or  two 
revolvers?  If  armed  with  a  carbine,  should  he  also  carry  the  pistol? 
Should  the  sabre  and  carbine  be  used  jointly  to  arm  mounted  men? 

To  the  superficial  view  such  questions  may  seem  to  be  of  less 
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importance  than  they  really  are.  Mere  theory  can  never  teach 
their  real  gravity,  nor  convey  an  appreciation  of  their  Hnanctal 
bearing.  All  experiments  are  costly,  and  the  experiments  of  war 
are  peculiarly  so.  In  their  determination  labor  and  material  are 
diverted  from  their  natural  uses,  and  money  lavished  when  a 
nation's  credit  is  most  strained.  How  absolute  the  necessity,  then, 
that  the  prodigal  expenditure  of  our  recent  war  should  not  be 
allowed  to  prove  a  barren  outlay!  We  have  data  in  abundance 
for  discriminating  analysis.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  skillful 
hand  may  reduce  them  to  order  and  simplify  their  teachings. 

Correlative  to  the  consideration  of  arms,  equipments  and  forma- 
tions of  mounted  troops  is  the  much  neglected  one  of  camps  of 
instruction.  The  wise  economy  of  the  establishment,  as  prelimi- 
nary to  putting  cavalry  in  the  field,  can  not  be  doubted.  Unfor- 
tunatcly  for  us,  we  saw  but  little  of  them  in  our  term  of  service, 
and  missed  those  opportunities  of  systematic  and  uniform  training 
of  men  and  horses  which  might  there  have  been  afforded. 

Coupled  with  instructions  in  drill,  cump  duty  and  the  care  of 
animals,  might  be  an  elementary  course  of  topography,  productive 
of  much  important  service.  As  our  naval  officers  have  been 
developed  into  a  most  accomphshed  corps  in  a  good  degree  by 
that  policy  which  makes  them  adjuncts  to  the  scientific  bureaus 
of  the  Government,  so  might  the  habit  of  observation  and  report, 
of  graphic  sketch  and  map  prove  of  use  to  our  service  beyond 
the  more  potent  benefits  of  mere  geographical  details. 

An  address  such  as  this  would  certainly  be  incomplete  did  it 
fail  to  present  a  plea  for  a  branch  of  science  most  nearly  concern- 
ing the  mounted  soldier.  I  allude  to  the  shamefully  neglected  art 
of  veterinary  surgery.  Aside  from  those  purely  economical  con- 
siderations, which,  based  upon  the  great  cost  of  remounts,  would 
counsel  a  skillful  and  humane  attention  to  the  diseases  and  injuries 
of  troop  horses,  motives  of  humanity  should  prompt  that  study 
which  will  raise  up  a  class  of  surgeons  competent  to  alleviate  the 
sufferings  of  the  faithful,  enduring,  sadly  mistreated  charger. 

If  there  is  one  generous  instinct  of  humanity  which,  should 
appeal  with  peculiar  power  to  the  sympathies  of  cavalryme:i,  it  is 
that  which  calls  fur  something  like  intelligent  and  merciful  treat- 
ment of  the  sick  or  wounded  horse.  Professional  pride  should 
increase  our  interest. 

To  the  faithful  horse  who  carried  us  on  so  many  marches,  who 
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bore  us  in  so  many  fights,  who,  amid  rain  and  snow,  under  scorch- 
ing sun,  ia  the  dust  of  the  march  and  the  mud  of  the  lonely  road, 
was  our  unfaltering  friend,  we  must  acknowledge  a  duty  of  justice 
and  humanity. 

It  is  shocking  to  recall  the  ignorance  of  veterinary  surgery  that 
pervaded  our  entire  cavalry  organization.  The  comparatively  few 
veterinary  surgeons  that  joined  for  field  duty  were,  with  but  sadly 
few  exceptions,  ignorant  of  all  that  should  have  qualified  them  for 
their  duty. 

You  all  will  bear  me  witness  of  the  barbarity  of  treatment  tliat 
was  usually  pursued  by  pretenders  to  the  art  toward  the  noble 
horse  whose  faithful  service  had  sapped  his  strength  and  broken 
his  health. 

For  such  huw  common  was  it  (with  indignation  be  it  spoken) 
to  scarify  the  poor  brute's  mouth  with  lancets,  to  draw  blood  from 
the  neck  till  the  veins  seemed  almost  drained,  and  to  force  upon 
the  miserable  animal  drenches  and  compounds  of  horrid  taste  and 
odor,  violating  or  neglecting  every  plain  principle  of  common 
sense,  if  not  of  surgery,  and  seeming  to  substitute  torture  for 
i^cience,  and  misery  to  a  faithful  animal  for  that  alleviation  of 
suffering  which  competent  skill  could  so  often  afford. 

It  becomes  us,  as  soldiers,  especially  as  cavalry  officers,  to  call 
for  some  reform  that  will  tend  to  diminish  the  mortality  of  troop 
horses,  and  to  promote  an  intelligent  and  huniane  care  for  them 
when  disabled  or  injured.  Certainlv,  upon  this  point,  there  can 
be  no  diversity  of  opinion  among  us.  Certainly  we  can  unite  in 
an  appeal  for  humane  treatment  to  the  horses  of  the  army. 

Time  would  fail  me  to  advert  to  the  many  topics  which  would 
with  propriety  find  discussion  and  comment  in  the  reunion  of  such 
an  assemblage  as  this,  nor  would  I,  if  time  permitted,  further 
detain  you  from  those  choicest  pleasures  of  a  reunion  like  ours. 

We  arc  met,  from  localities  far  separated,  to  clasp  again  the 
hands  of  comrades,  to  revive  the  old  friendships  that  liound  us 
close  together  in  the  army.  How  many  recollections  of  the  stir- 
ring times  of  the  past  crowd  upon  this  hour.  How  many  a  laugli 
will  ring  again  as  the  pleasant  scenes  of  the  camp-fire  are  recalled. 
How  quick  the  pulse  will  beat  as  the  brave  deeds  of  other  days 
are  recited.  How  many  and  sincere  will  be  the  regrets  for  those 
comrades  who  have  already  gone  before  us,  passed  in  the  storm  of 
liattle,  or  laid  in  the  honored  tombs  of  returned  veterans. 
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To  the  varied  emotions  of  Euch  a  meeting  no  words  can  gfive 
adequate  expression.  We  see  in  rapid  panorama  the  story  of 
our  military  lives  pass  in  review  before  us.  Once  more  we  arc 
upon  the  march.  Once  again,  in  imagination,  we  hear  the  picket 
firing,  and  see  the  swaying  to  and  fro  of  the  advance  line  of  skirm- 
ishers. Again  do  we  hear  the  old  familiar  bugle-call,  "to  horse." 
Once  more  the  quick,  sharp  command  is  repeated  along  the  line, 
and  the  brigade  moving  forward  in  action.  How  distinct,  even 
now,  is  the  whiz  of  musket  balls.  How  well  remembered  is  the 
whistle  of  the  shell  as  it  passes  over  the  line.  The  attack,  the 
fight,  the  pursuit,  the  retreat,  the  rally,  the  recall,  how  vividly  we 
remember  them  even  now,  and  how  thrilhng  are  their  memories. 

As  we  recall  with  pardonable  pride  the  story  of  the  war,  and 
the  part  performed  by  the  mounted  troops,  as  we  wonder  at  the 
overriding  hand  that  has  brought  us  tranquilly  out  of  the  strife  of 
such  recent  war,  and  returned  us  from  army  life  to  the  peaceful 
walks  of  the  civilian;  let  us  remember  the  prize  which  the  war  has 
Kaved  to  us  with  feelings  of  ever -increasing  devotion,  and  resolve 
that  the  method  of  our  lives  shall  be  fashioned  upon  the  model  of 
our  military  service,  with  devotion  to  duty  and  love  of  country 
paramount  over  all  ignoble  thoughts,  and  our  hearts  and  hands 
ever  ready  to  do  battle  for  the  right. 

Succeeding  the  address  of  Colonel  Brown  came,  eighth  in 
order,  music,  which  was  followed  by  the  President  introducing 
General  Parker,  who  had  consented  to  deliver,  at  this  meeting,  the 
eulogy  on  General  Rawlins.     General  Parker  spoke  as  follows: 

GENERAL  RAWLINS. 

EULOGV    BY    UENKRAL    PARKER. 
Mr.    pREStDENT    AND    GENTLEMEN    OF    THE    SoCIETV    OF    THE 

Army  of  the  Tennessee: — When  the  foundations  of  society 
are  convulsed  bv  political  revolutions  or  civil  wars,  certain  char- 
acters are  always  thereby  developed,  which,  but  for  the  times, 
would  never  have  been  brought  to  the  surface.  The  history  of  every 
nation  presents  many  examples  to  sustain  this  fact.  The  greatest 
military  geniuses  and  most  distinguished  statesmen  have  been,  as 
it  were,  but  the  creatures  of  circumstances.  This  may  be  for  good 
or  for  evil,  yet  the  fact  remains  unchanged.     Our  infant  republic 
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has  been  no  exception  to  this  rule.  Before  the  confederation  each 
colony  had  its  ruling  spirit  or  spirits.  While  they  may  liave  suf- 
fered and  heen  endangered  by  the  aborigines  of  the  country  who 
surrounded  them,  they  were  not  aroused  to  united  action  until 
the  exactions  and  oppressions  of  the  parent  government  became 
too  heavy  to  be  longer  borne.  Endurance  under  repeated  wrongs 
ceased  to  be  a  virtue,  and  an  open  rebellion  was  the  result. 
Believing  that  in  union  there  was  strength  they  at  once  confed- 
erated for  a  common  cause. 

In  the  herculean  struggle  which  followed  many  were  tried  and 
tested,  and  many  proved  themselves  true  as  the  magnet  to  the 
pole,  in  the  great  cause  of  human  liberty  and  universal  justice; 
but  there  stood  one  among  them  who,  lilce  Saul  of  old,  was  head 
and  shoulders  above  his  comrades  in  the  sublime  struggle  for 
liberty  and  independence.  His  fidelity  to  his  principles,  and  his 
unwavering  trust  in  the  justice  of  an  overruling  Providence,  and 
his  eventual  triumph  over  the  combined  hosts  of  British  oppres- 
sion, won  for  him  the  enduring  title  of  the  "Father  of  his  Country." 
His  name  has  become  a  synonym  among  all  civilized  nations  of 
the  globe  for  human  liberty  and  religious  toleration,  and  the  land 
of  his  birth,  to  which  he  gave  a  nationality,  has  become  an  asylum 
for  the  down-trodden  and  oppressed  of  all  nations. 

Looking  back,  after  this  lapse  of  time,  to  the  organization  of 
this  republic,  the  errors  then  committed  seem  apparent.  Many 
claim  that  the  seeds  of  dissolution  were  clearly  visible  in  its 
organic  act,  and  that  the  wise  men  of  that  day  dreaded  the  fate  of 
their  posterity  when  the  evil  day  should  overtake  them.  The 
exclamation  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  "I  tremble  for  my  country  when  I 
think  God  is  just,"  was  of  terrible  signification.  Three-quarters 
of  a  century  passed  ere  the  dreaded  conflict  came.  The  small 
cloud  of  discord,  no  larger  than  a  man's  hand,  was  early  seen  in 
the  dim  horizon  of  the  future,  but  no  human  wisdom  was  able  to 
avert  the  storm.  Its  approach  was  as  resistless  as  the  tornado. 
The  experienced  statesmen  of  the  day  quailed  and  trembled  at  its 
coming,  and  were  finally  overwhelmed  in  its  resistless  tide. 

In  the  extreme  Northwest,  from  a  region  but  lately  redeemed 
from  the  grasp  of  the  wild  and  roving  savage,  came  forth  a  man 
who  providentially  was  destined  to  guide  the  helm  of  state 
through  the  troubled  waters.  He  was  unknown  to  fame,  and 
illy  versed  in  the  affairs  of  state,  but  he  was  honest,  and  his  faith 
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was  iirm  in  the  everlasting  rights  of  humanity,  as  proclaimed  to 
the  world  in  the  immortal  Declaration  of  Independence.  Having" 
been  raised  himself  as  a  laborer,  he  sympathized  strongly  with  the 
laboring  elements  of  the  country,  and  was  fairly  and  emphati- 
cally their  representative.  His  early  education  ^as  extremely 
limited,  but  his  willing  heart  and  unconquerable  perseverance,  his 
indomitable  energ}' and  acknowledged  integrity,  gained  for  him 
the  knowledge  he  needed,  and  won  for  him  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence uf  his  fellow  men,  which  finally  culminated  in  placing  him 
at  the  head  of  the  nation.  As  such  he  became  the  representative 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people.  His  views  became  their  views. 
The  conflict  between  right  and  wrong  had  come.  He  had 
announced  that  "a  house  divided  against  itself  could  not  stand." 
That  the  axioms  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  were  either 
true  or  false.  He  believed  thev  were  true,  and  3'ct,  to  establish 
justice  and  maintain  truth,  he  never  advocated  bloodshed  or  vio- 
lence. His  hope  was  in  the  ultimate  justice  of  the  people,  and 
his  faith  was  in  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  Universe.  His  oath 
to  preser^-e.  protect  and  defend  the  Government  was  registered  in 
heaven  and  sealed  with  his  blood.  He  sought  no  conflict,  but  he 
was  sworn  to  resist  aggression.  The  contest  of  arms,  to  main- 
tain and  extend  slavery,  was  forced  on  him,  and  then  he  appealed 
to  the  patriotism  of  the  country  to  maintain  the  sanctity  of  the 
fl;ig  their  fathers  had  planted  in  this 

"Land  of  Ihe  frei:  and  the  home  of  the  brave.'* 
In  response  to  this  call  many  left  their  plows  and  workshops, 
their  counting-houses  and   professional  pursuits,  to  engage  in  the 
conflict  of  arms  so  suddenly  in.iugurated 

"In  war's  stern,  proud,  magnificent  array.'' 

The  infant  Northwest,  knowing  its  interest,  sent  forth  its  rep- 
resentatives to  battle  for  her  rights,  and  to  sustain  the  great  cause 
of  humanity.  From  the  extreme  northwest  of  Illinois,  near  the 
banks  of  the  "Father  of  Waters,"  came  forth  two  men,  who, 
under  Providence,  were  destined  to  add  undying  lustre  to  their 
country's  fame  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  They  were  both 
comparatively  obscure  men.  with  but  little  national  or  local  repu- 
tation. The  one  was  educated  to  arms,  and  to  some  extent  had 
distinguished  himself  in  the  Mexican  war.  The  other,  by  his  own 
indomitable  will,  had  obtained   but  an  imperfect   common-school 
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education  and  a  profession,  and,  like  the  immortal  Lincoln,  was  of 
the  laboring  classes.  These  two  men,  from  the  obscure  regions  of 
the  Northwest,  united  their  fortunes  in  the  war,  so  far  as  military 
rule  would  permit  a  superior  and  a  subordinate  to  do.  The  persist- 
ency and  successes  of  the  one  in  the  field,  and  his  fidelity  to  the 
great  cause  of  human  freedom,  made  him  the  first  among  the 
mihtari'  men  of  the  age,  and  won  for  him  the  homage  and  grat- 
itude of  all  lovers  of  order  and  constitutional  liberty,  and 
eventually  elevated  him  to  the  same  position  once  occupied  by  the 
Father  of  his  Country.  His  history  is  still  in  the  womb  of  the 
future.  The  resuhs  of  his  labors  as  an  actor  in  the  great  drama 
of  the  world's  affairs  time  alone  will  develop  and  the  future  his- 
torian will  correctly  note. 

But  it  is  of  the  lesser  man  I  now  speak.  He  was  born  in 
obscurity  and  of  poor  parents.  His  education  was  very  limited, 
as  the  aid  oi  his  labors  was  necessary  to  maintain  his  father's 
large  family.  The  charcoal  made  by  himself,  father  and  brothers 
he  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  to  the  city  of  Galena  to  sell.  A 
mere  lad  then,  the  native  diamond  of  talent  within  was  occasion- 
ally seen  to  sparkle  in  the  debating  clubs  held  in  the  district 
school-houses  of  the  neighborhood.  Two  terms  at  an  academic 
institution  near  his  father's  home  completed  his  school  education. 
He  then  pursued  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Galena,  and 
accustomed  himself  to  pubUc  speaking  by  participating  in  the 
discussions  attending  the  municipal  elections  of  the  city  by 
making  Democratic  speeches. 

His  attention  to  his  studies,  his  devotion  to  his  profession,  and 
his  uncompromising  integrity,  won  for  him  friends  and  clients. 
He  was  not  of  the  most  brilliant  of  the  bar,  but  was  a  safe  coun- 
sellor, and  distinguished  for  soundness  of  judgment,  great  industry 
in  the  investigation  of  causes,  and  a  good  advocate.  He  was  fast 
working  into  a  lucrative  practice,  and  was  already  acknowledged 
as  the  Democratic  standard-bearer  of  his  section  of  the  State, 
when  ibe  dark  days  of  1861  obscured  our  political  horizon.  Then 
it  was  that  he  forgot  party  fealty,  and  the  prejudices  and  bitter- 
ness engendered  by  partisan  controversies.  He  remembered  only 
his  country.  He  saw,  as  he  believed,  her  Constitution  assailed, 
her  unity  attacked,  and  her  beloved  flag  insulted  and  trampled  in 
the  dust.  He  announced  his  resolve  to  stand  by  the  flag  of  his 
country,  and  appealed   to  the   God   of  battles  to  decide   for  the 
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right.  He  had  been  educated  as  a  Democrat,  and  believed  in  a 
government  of  the  people.  His  democracy  taught  him  that  a 
majority  constitutionally  expressed  should  rule,  and  as  a  logical 
sequence,  that  the  South  should  have  honorably  acquiesced  in 
the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  imbibed  these  principles 
from  the  teachings  of  Jefferson  and  Jackson.  His  clear  vision 
saw,  in  the  mad  attempt  of  dissolution  then  inaugurated,  that  the 
government  of  the  people  was  to  be  superseded  by  a  government 
of  the  few.  If  successful,  he  saw  that  the  mass  of  the  people,  of 
whom  he  ^vas  himself  an  humble  member,  would  be  anatomized 
into  living  machines,  as  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water. 
His  comprehension  of  the  great  truths  promulged  by  the  Ameri- 
can Declaration  of  Independence,  and  his  conviction  of  their 
truth  and  justice,  forbade  the  idea  of  making  one  portion  uf 
humanity  subservient  to  the  other.  He  was  willing  to  sacrifice 
his  life  to  maintain  the  sacred  charter  of  American  liberty  estab- 
lished bv  the  blood  of  the  revolutionary  fathers.  To  him  there 
was  no  longer  any  North  or  South,  East  or  West.  It  was  his 
country  in  danger,  and  in  it  everything  else — family  ties,  party 
xule.  State  rights — all  was  forgot. 

He    went   to    the    field    of    blood.     But    not    professionally     a 


,  "  •••■phe  plumed  troop,  and  the  big  wars. 

That  make  ambition  lirtuei 
""The  neighing  steed,  and  the  shrili  trump. 
The  spirit -stirring  drum,  the  ear-piercing  fife. 
••The  pride,  poinp,  and  circumstance  of  glorious  war." 

with  all  its  ghastly  carnage  and  heart-rending  spectacles,  had  no 
charms  for  him.  But  he  did  not  shrink  from  it.  He  entered  the 
service  from  a  profound  sense  of  duty  to  bis  country  and  his  God. 
His  knowledge  of  the  cause  of  the  war;  his  acquaintance  with 
men,  and,  above  all,  his  integrity  and  talent,  made  him  a  valuable 
aid  to  the  General  commanding.  From  the  battle  of  Belmont  to 
the  final  surrender  of  the  opposing  forces  at  Appomattox  he  did 
not  miss  a  battle  in  which  his  chief  participated.  He  was  a  most 
valuable  executive  officer.  Though  not  educated  in  arms,  his 
knowledge  of  legal  forms  and  of  the  law  made  him  an  almost 
indispensable  aid  to  his  chief.  In  his  coun.sels  he  constantly  kept 
the  main  end  in  view,  viz:  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  and 
the    re-establishment    of    one    flag,  one    Constitution,    and    one 
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Government  over  otir  common  countrv.  He  discarded  collateral 
and  new  issues,  and  turned  neither  to  the  right  nor  left  in  the  dis- 
charge of  what  he  deemed  a  sacred  duty.  Having  entered  the 
military  service,  he  was  subordinate  and  obedient  to  all  orders 
emanating  from  superior  authority.  So  far  as  it  became  him  to 
do,  he  exacted  the  same  subordination  and  obedience  from  the  men 
and  officers  around  him.  He  was  just  to  the  last  degree.  Being 
of  the  people,  and  educated  to  believe  in  the  practical  doctrines 
of  equality,  he  had  no  horror  or  fear  of  caste.  To  him  there  was 
one  law  of  equal  and  exact  justice  for  the  high  and  low.  He 
was  no  believer  in  hereditary  aristocracy.  His  sole  faith  was  in 
the  distinction  created  by  true  merit.  He  was  therefore  pre- 
eminently the  friend  of  every  soldier  and  officer  of  the  army.  He 
excused  their  short-comings,  and  palliated  their  supposed  ofienses. 
Xo  enlisted  man  ever  received  injustice  at  his  hands,  and  no 
officer  ever  applied  to  him  for  counsel,  aid,  or  advice  without 
receiving  it.  He  was  consequently  beloved  as  a  near  and  dear 
friend  by  all  who  knew  him.  Those  who  knew  him  best  loved 
him  most.  His  mind  was  methodical  in  its  reasoning,  and,  as  is 
generally  true  of  upright  and  true  natures,  his  conclusions  were 
equally  just  and  correct.     He  was  a 

In  a 

His  first  commission  in  the  volunteer  forces  was  that  of  Captain 
and  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  rising  gradually  hv  the  force  of 
his  merit  to  that  of  Brevet  Major-General  of  volunteers.  Upon 
the  revival  of  the  grade  of  Licutenanl-General,  he  was  made 
chief  of  staff  to  the  Lieutenant-Gcneral,  and  by  law  was  made 
chief  of  staff  to  the  General  of  the  army  when  that  grade  was 
created.  Upon  the  elevation  of  the  General  to  th,e  Chief  Magis- 
tracy of  the  nation,  he  received  the  portfolio  of  the  Secretary  of 
Wa'r. 

To  recur  a  moment  to  the  exciting  political  campaign  of  1S60, 
when  the  old  Democratic  organization  became  shattered  by  its 
internal  feuds,  our  beloved  comrade  then  attached  himself  to  the 
wing  which  was  led  by  the  lamented  Douglas.  In  that  campaign 
he  was  the  Douglas  electoral  candidate  for  the  district  of 

Illinois.  But  few  of  this  wing  of  the  party  ever  entertained  the 
belief  that  the  threats  of  secession  so  openly  made  could  ever  be 
attempted  if  the  candidate  of  the  Republican  party  succeeded. 


i.y  Google 


jSo  (Proceedings  of  the  Society 

Little  sympathy  or  co-operative  action,  however,  existed  between 
the  Northern  and  Southern  Democracy,  further  than  the  common 
attempt  to  defeat  the  great  opposing  candidate.  The  best  and 
most  experienced  statesmen  and  publicists  of  the  North  almost  to 
a  man  scouted  the  idea  that  so  insane  a  threat  could  be  seriously 
entertained.  But  it  was  no  idle  word.  The  blow  was  struck,  and 
the  die  was  cast.  In  the  North,  Republicanism,  denounced  as 
abolitionism,  was  charged  with  bringing  on  the  war.  But  who 
struck  the  actual  blow?  Who  stretched  forth  his  fratricidal  hand 
to  drag  down  and  trample  in  the  dust  the  star-spangled  flag  which 
was  the  emblem  of  freedom  and  the  hope  of  the  oppressed  of 
every  land?  Who  was  the  judge  that  betrayed  his  country,  which 
had  rocked  his  infancy  in  the  cradle  of  liberty,  and  reared  and 
nourished  in  the  sunlight  of  its  most  expansive  freedom?  I  pause 
for  answer.  Methinks  1  hear  a  still,  small  voice,  scarcely  audible 
and  less  heeded,  floating  over  the  disturbed  elements,  saying:  "You 
can  have  no  conflict  without  being  yourselves  the  aggressors;  you 
have  no  oath  registered  in  heaven  to  destroy  the  Government, 
while  I  shall  have  the  most  solemn  one  "to  preserve,  protect,  and 
defend  it."  If  the  Almighty  ruler  of  nations,  with  his  eternal  truth 
and  justice,  be  on  your  side  of  the  North,  or  on  yours  of  the  South, 
that  truth'and  justice  will  surely  prevail  by  the  judgment  of  the 
great  tribunal  of  the  American  people."  The  great  leader  of  the 
Northern  Democracy  was  slow  to  speak.  But  the  masses  of  all 
parties  were  moving,  and  among  them  our  lamented  and  beloved 
brother-in-arms.  His  electric  eloquence  and  burning  words  called 
out  many  a  man  to  arms  in  the  defense  of  his  insulted  countrv- 
Think  ve  not,  comrades,  that  if 

"Freedom  shrieked  as  Koeciusko  fe][!" 
the  angels  of  heaven  did  not  weep  when  freedom  herself  was 
assailed  bv  fratricidal  and  bluodv  hands?  Aye,  the  nations  of  the 
earth  stood  aghast,  trembling  witnesses  of  the  terrific  contest  our 
age  had  inaugurated,  and  shrunk  away,  distrusting  nature.  Good 
men  everywhere  prayed  loud  and  long  that  constitutional  liberty, 
religious  freedom  and  equality  of  rights  might  prevail.  The  real 
prize  contended  for  was  liberty  or  slavery.  The  end  came,  and 
slavery  lost.  The  struggle  was  long,  bloody  and  bitter,  but  the 
end  gained  justified  the  means  used. 

It  can  not  be  said  that  our  noble  brothcr-in-anns  distinguished 
himself  as  a  soldier,  inasmuch  as   his  every   duty  was   altogether 
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executive.  He  never  had  the  personal  command  of  troops,  but 
was  ever  the  true  and  trusty  confidential  adviser  of  the  commander 
of  the  armies.  That  he  was  susceptible,  however,  of  the  highest 
order  of  military  culture  will  not  admit  of  discussion. 

The  war  ended,  the  great  contending  armies  were  disbanded, 
and  the  breaches  caused  by  the  shock  of  arms  required  to  be 
healed.  One  section  needed  what  was  termed  reconstruction,  the 
execution  of  which  was  placed  by  Congress  mo^tIy  in  the  hands  of 
the  General  of  the  army.  In  this  difficult  task  he  was  ably  assisted 
by  the  talent  and  legal  acumen  of  his  chief  of  staff.  The  most 
complicated  and  conflicting  questions  were  presented  almost  daily, 
and,  though  for  a  long  time  in  the  most  feeble  health,  his  anxiety 
and  watchfulness  to  see  the  whole  country  once  more  united  and 
prosperous,  prevented  him  taking  time  to  recruit  his  shattered 
frame.     He  was  eminentlv  a  patriot.     He  loved  his  whole  country. 

He  entertained  no  enmity  against  any  part  of  it  He  had  once 
believed  that  inherited  slavery  was  a  necessary  evil.  Its  existence 
was  sustained  by  the  highest  tribunal  of  the  land.  By  the  arbi- 
trament of  arms  it  lived  no  longer.  The  voice  of  God  and  the 
will  of  the  sovereign  people  had  dissipated  the  sophistries  of  the 
courts,  and  at  Inst  the  imniortal  truths  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence were  vindicated,  and  he  who  was  lately  in  bondage 
could  now  raise  his  unfettered  hands  towards  high  heaven  and 
thank  his  Maker  that  he  too  wasa  freeman.  Yet  there  was  much 
to  be  done  before  the  broad  aigis  of  the  law  could  be  made  to 
overshadow  all  alike.  To  accomplish  this  end,  and  again  settle 
this  country  in  a  lasting  peace,  with  every  interest  harmonized, 
was  the  great  study  and  labor  of  General  Rawlins.  He  daily 
advised  with  his  chief,  and  took  his  orders  upon  all'mattcrs  requir- 
ing his  attention  and  action. 

He  carried  the  same  views  and  principles  with  him  in  the 
Cabinet.  He  believed  in  maintaining  by  legislation  the  results  of 
the  war.  A  wonderful  change  and  advance  had  been  made  in 
the  progress  of  civilization.  Millions  of  human  beings  recently 
enslaved  had  become  free,  and  their  newly  acquired  rights 
demanded  many  guarantees  by  legislation.  This,  Rawlins  was 
willing  to  give  them  to  the  fullest  extent.  He  did  not  believe  in  a 
temporising  policv,  and  in  doing  things  bv  halves.  If  he  was  a 
friend,   he  w.-is  a  friend  indeed,  and    many    there  are  among  his 


i.y  Google 


382  (ProceeJhigs  of  the  Society 

comrades- in -arms  and  others  who  are  willing  living  witnesses  of 
the  fact. 

In  the  early  Summer  of  1867.  he  visited  his  native  county,  and 
before  those  who  had  known  him  from  infancy  and  among  his 
boyhood  acquaintances,  all  now  grown  to  manhood,  he  face  to  face 
with  them  reviewed  Ihe  causes  of  the  war  and  its  results,  which 
tmder  Providence  was  after  all  to  become  one  of  the  greatest 
blessings  to  the  whole  human  race,  and  then  in  his  straight,  clear 
and  forcible  manner  elucidated  and  eliminated  the  lessons  the  \var 
taught  us  as  individuals  and  as  a  nation. 

In  tS6S,  during  the  Presidential  campaign,  he  again  visited  his 
native  town  and  eounty,and  again,  in  a  well-digested  and  prepared 
speech,  did  he  impress  his  old  friends  with  his  views  of  their  dutv 
to  themselves  and  their  country.  He  now  regarded  the  question 
of  the  capacity  of  the  people  to  govern  themselves  as  no  longer  a 
doubtful  one,  and  that  monarchial  croakers  might  safely  hang  their 
doubting  harps  upon  the  willow,  and  mourn  the  sad  progress  and 
spread  of  republican  principles.  The  isothermal  line  of  liberty- 
was  no  longer  to  be  regarded  its  a  mere  belt  reaching  from  ocean 
to  ocean,  but  it  was  to  become  a  republic  embracing  a  continent. 
The  leaven  of  republican  liberty  was  already  working  in  the  new 
dominion  on  the  North,  and  the  Mexican  republic  on  the  South 
was  rapidly  assimilating  its  traditions  of  liberty  to  ours,  and  the 
index  of  dcstinv  seemed  already  to  indicate  that  the  beautiful  gems 
of  the  greater  and  lesser  Antilles  would  soon  fall  into  the  queenly 
lap  of  America.  This,  General  Rawlins  believed  and  declared  to 
his  neighbors  and  the  country.  What  he  preached  he  carried  into 
every  dav  practice.  Hence,  when  he  was  admitted  to  a  voice  in 
the  Cabinet,  he  was  always  to  be  found  on  the  side  of  right  against 
wrong,  freedom  against  oppression.  He  was  so  progressive  in 
his  ideas  that  he  chafed  and  fretted,  as  the  untamed  steed,  when- 
ever, in  his  attempts  to  befriend  a  people  struggling  for  liberty, 
he  found  himself  fettered  by  the  vague  generalities  of  international 
law.  He  claimed  that  as  a  republican  government,  a  model 
republic,  it  was  our  duty  to  insert  such  laws  in  the  internationnl 
code,  at  least  for  ourselves,  as  were  in  accord  with  our  free  insti- 
tutions, that  it  was  base  in  us  to  yield  implicit  obedience  to  laws 
enacted  by  governments  founded  on  principles  antagonistic  to 
our  own,  and  that,  moreover,  did  conflicts  arise  by  reason  of  our 


i.y  Google 


Of  the  ^rmy  of  Ike  Tennessee.  383 

course,  we  were  strong  enough  to  maintalti  tlieni,  and  that  God 
would  decide  for  the  right. 

He  was  no  sycophant  to  those  in  power,  no  respecter  of  those 
boasting  of  a  long  line  of  ancestry,  no  stickler  for  blood,  except 
the  blood  of  honesty,  and  was  hi  favor  of  no  government  except 
a  government  of  the  people,  where  the  lowest,  poorest  and 
humblest  individual  had  the  same  voice  and  weight  in  the  affairs 
of  the  nation  as  the  highest,  wealthiest  and  proudest  of  the  land. 
He  was  in  the  largest  sense  of  the  term,  a  democrat  in  all  his 
instincts,  not  one  as  now  understood  in  this  country,  but  a  repub- 
lican democrat,  which  constitutes  the  only  true  democracy  in  the 
whole  world.  The  pomp  and  glitter  of  wealth  never  dazzled  his 
clear  eagle  vision  as  he  searched  for  the  talisman  which  would 
bring  the  largest  happiness  to  the  greatest  number.  He  never 
seemed  to  have  a  thought  for  self,  but  was  ever  intent  upon  plans 
to  benefit  his  fellow-man,  whether  high  or  low,  black  or  white. 
Hence,  he  took  the  liveliest  interest  in  the  struggles  of  the  people 
everywhere  for  popular  liberty  and  republican  institutions. 

This  idiosyncracy  of  his  mind  had  but  one  prayer  for  the 
oppressed  among  all  nations,  and  that  was  that  God  in  his  wisdom 
might  relieve  their  burdens,  and  give  them  the  largest  liberty 
consistent  with  the  interests  and  welfare  of  all  tiuman  kind.  He 
was  too  direct  in  his  speech  ever  to  be  a  flatterer,  nor  was  he  at 
all  susceptible  to  that  subtle  weapon  of  the  politician  and  dema- 
gogue. His  integritv  of  purpose  in  the  advocacy  of  any  question, 
whether  of  a  public  or  private  character,  was  unimpeachable,  and, 
therefore,  whether  he  was  right  or  wrong,  his  opinions  com- 
manded respectful  attention.  Jealousy  was  utterly  foreign  to  his 
character,  hence  he  rejoiced  whenever  success  crowned  the  right, 
no  matter  by  whom  achieved. 

In  the  prime  of  manhood,  as  his  name  and  character  were  just 
becoming  known  to  the  general  public,  and  just  when  he  hoped 
from  the  high  position  he  had  attainetf  to  press  for  humanity's 
good  his  convictions  of  political  expediency.  General  Rawlins 
was  laid  low  bv  disease  contracted  while  a  soldier  in  the  service 
of  his  country.  In  the  bleak  days  of  October,  1S63,  while  passing 
around  from  Vicksburg  to  Chattanooga,  whither  General  Grant  had 
been  ordered,  he  took  cold,  from  which  he  never  recovered. 
Though  at  times  suflering  severely  from  it,  he  never  left  his  post 
of  duty  at  the  side  of  his  beloved  chief.     It  is  true  he  hoped  that 
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with  the  cloRe  of  the  war  he  would  be  enabled  to  <Ievote  ample 
time  to  the  restoration  of  bis  health.  Of  a  strong  physical  frame, 
and  always  a  stranger  to  sickness,  he  made  light  of  the  fell  disease 
which  had  fastened  itself  upon  him.  The  close  of  the  war  im- 
posed new  responsibihtics  and  duties  upon  his  chief  and  his  most 
cherished  friend  and  fellow -soldier.  The  new  order  of  things 
was  not  less  difficult  of  management  than  those  of  the  field,  and 
General  Rawlins  still  felt  it  his  dutv,  and  perhaps  his  right,  to 
continue  his  aid  and  counsels  until  perfect  peace  and  order  were 
restored  to  a  distracted  country.  A  good  captain  never  deserts  a 
sinking  ship;  but  if  a  captain  has  safely  weathered  a  desolating 
hurricane,  he  takes  pride  in  guiding  his  vessel  into  a  safe  harbor. 
Thus  General  Rawlins,  finding  so  much  imposed  upon  his  com- 
mander, felt  it  his  duty,  as  his  first  mate,  to  stand  by  him  until 
permanent  peace  had  found  a  resting  place  upon  every  foot  of 
our  country.  Though  every  day  and  week  and  month  found  him 
worse  and  weaker,  he  never  abandoned  his  post  of  duty  as  chief 
of  staff  or  as  a  cabinet  minister.  His  mind,  ever  vigorous,  never 
for  one  moment  lost  its  strength  to  the  day  of  his  death.  I  repeat 
again  that  his  every  thought  was  for  his  country's  good,  and  all 
who  knew  him  will  cheerfully  testify  with  me  that  he  never 
seemed  more  inspired  or  eloquent  than  when  with  burning  words 
he  portrayed  the  future  glory  and  destiny  of  this  country.  His 
"eagle  eye  and  face,  illumined  with  glowing  enthusiasm,  was  wont 
to  animate  and  transport  his  hearers  into  the  same  belief.  He 
was  ever  earnest  in  whatever  he  undertook,  as  all  his  comrades  in 
the  field  will  aver,  and  as  his  late  colleagues  in  the  Cabinet  will 
attest. 

Many  rejoiced  when  a  seat  in  the  executive  councils  was  given 
him,  because  they  believed  that  his  indomitable  will,  his  force  of 
intellect,  his  earnestness  in  putting  forward  his  convictions  would 
have  their  proper  influence  with  his  co-laborers  upon  the  great 
measures  pending  before  them,  and  upon  which  the  public  mind 
is  ill  at  ease.  He  himself  stated  that,  at  the  last  cabinet  meeting 
he  ever  attended,  he  made  a  labored  effort  to  secure  a  certain 
recognition  by  our  Government  of  the  struggling  Cubans,  and 
feared  that  in  his  enfeebled  condition  he  had  over-exerted  himself: 
which,  alas!  was  too  true,  for  from  that  excitement  his  disease 
redoubled  its  violence,  and  his  frame,  already  exhausted,  was  too 
weak  to  resist,  and  on  the  6th  of  September,  1869,  at  12  minutes 
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past  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  in  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  his 
age,  he  quietly  and  peaceably  resigned  his  noble  spirit  to  the  God 
who  gave  it.  But  to  the  last  his  words  evinced  that  his  thoughts 
were  intent  upon  his  country's  good,  and  upon  the  success  of 
republican  principles  everywhere.  The  nation  knew  not  the 
value  of  the  rough  diamond  it  possessed  until  it  had  passed 
beyond  its  reach.  He  had  ever  wished  to  die  doing  his  duty,  and 
his  wish  was  gratified;  and  if  his  spirit  still  takes  cognizance  of 
the  concerns  of  this  earth  and  his  country's  welfare,  it  is  with  a 
clearer  view  of  the  wise  purposes  of  God  in  the  conduct  of  human 
iiflairs,  and  that  whatever  is  done  is  for  the  best. 

In  the  death  of  General  Rawlins  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee  has  lost  its  dearest  and  best  friend.  He  was  iden- 
titied  with  the  members  of  the  Society  in  the  past,  before  it  was 
organized  as  an  army  under  its  name.  He  loved  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  as  a  parent  loves  its  child.  He  gloried  in  its  achieve- 
ments, and  always  boasted  of  its  prowess.  He  was  with  its 
infancy  and  grew  up  with  its  growth.  He  shared  with  it  the 
doubtful  fortunes  of  Belmont,  rejoiced  at  its  positive  triumphs  at 
Donclson  and  Shiloh.  and  participated  in  its  southward  progress 
along  both  banks  of  the  Mississippi  until  the  Gibraltar  of  the 
South  had  yielded  up  the  ghost.  Again,  he  watched  it  as  it 
assaulted  Lookout  Mountain  and  scaled  the  heights  of  Mission 
Ridge,  and  he  went  with  it  In  spirit  as  from  thence  it  drove  the 
enemy  from  mountain  peak  to  mountain  peak,  until  its  victorious 
banners  were  planted  in  the  heart  of  Atlanta.  He  never  ceased 
to  look  after  it  with  longing  eyes  as  it  turned  eastward  from 
Atlanta,  and,  with  other  armies,  made  its  famous  march  to  the 
sea.  From  Savannah  it  turned  northward  and  homeward.  The 
days  of  the  rebellion  were  numbered,  but  the  end  was  not  yet. 
Great  conflicts  were  still  to  be  enacted,  and  it  was  but  natural 
that,  like  the  besieged  at  Lucknow,  our  deceased  brother  should 
listen  to  catch  the  first  sound  of  the  familiar  slogan  of  the  boys  of 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  on  its  northward  march. 

The  war  ended,  and  peace  once  more  resumed  her  sway.  You, 
gentlemen,  -lid  not  wish  to  lose  the  associations  you  had  formed 
amid  dangers  and  hardships  upon  many  a  tented  field.  You 
organized  a  society  and  stvled  it  the  "Socictv  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee."  At  your  first  meeting  and  permanent  organization 
in  Cincinnati,  you  elected  General  John   A.  Rawlins  your  first 
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President.  You  have  re-elected  him  your  chief  from  year  to  vear. 
and  now  his  chair  is  vacant.  He  died  as  the  executive  head  of 
this  association,  breathing  his  last,  as  most  he  wished,  surrounded 
by  devoted  friends,  members  of  your  Society.*  His  chair  you 
have  dressed  in  black,  as  a  reminder  to  us  all  that  we  must  s 
or  later  tread  in  his  footsteps  to  that 


It  was  always  one  of  his  greatest  griefs  that  his  health  would  not 
permit  him  to  be  present  with  you  at  these  reunions.  He  loved  you 
all,  and  his  spirit  was  always  present  with  you  upon  every  recur- 
rence of  these  interesting  occasions.  But  now  we  miss  him.  and 
as  a  brother  officer,  a   comrade-in-arms,  and   true  friend  to  this 

"Wc  ne'er  shall  look  upon  his  like  again." 
It  was  one  of  the  happiest  consolations  of  his  last  niomcnts 
that  his  co-laboreis  in  his  civic  and  military  dutic!'  communicated 
to  him  expressions  of  their  love  and  sympathy.  His  susceptible 
and  grateful  heart  thanked  them  for  their  kind  remembrance  of 
him.  He  could  do  no  more.  He  had  sat  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation  for  the  Jast  time.  He  left  expressions  of  his  good  will  for 
all  his  associates.  To  General  Sheridan's  message  of  his  love  and 
that  of  his  fellow-officers,  he  returned  his  thanks  and  love.  It 
was  not  possible  nor  practicable  for  the  familv  or  relations  of 
General  Rawlins  to  be  present  with  him  in  his  last  illness.  Yet 
his  bedside  was  visited,  and  the  soothing  influence  of  woman's 
presence  given  in  the  person  of  Mrs.  General  Sherman.  She 
came  unto  him  as  a  ministering  angel:  as  a  sunbeam  her  visit 
illumined  the  dark  chamber  of  death;  and  as  she  left,  her  angelic 
influence  remained  to  soothe  and  strengthen  the  dying  man  as  he 
descended  into  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death.  He  is  gone 
from  us.  No  more  will  his  cheerful  welcome  greet  us.  Xo  more 
will  the  sound  of  martial  strife  fire  his  blood  with  enthusiasm. 
His  voice  is  forever  hushed.  He  sleeps  his  last  dreamless  sleep. 
It  onlv  remains  for  us  to  drop  a  friendlv  tear  upon  his  grave;  to 
bid  the  brave  soldier,  true  patriot,  and  generous- hearted  statesman 

•The  gentlemen  present  around  the  death-bed.  members  of  this  Soctetv.  were 
Generals  G.  A.  Smith,  J.  E.  Smith,  E.  S,  Porter.  W.  F.  Cadv  and  Morgan 
L.  Smith. 
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a  long,  last,  affectionate  farewell,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  the 
example  and  lesBon  of  his  life  may  not  be  lost  by  his  surviving 
compatriots,  but  that  each  may 

"So  live  that  when  the  summons  comes  to  join 
The  immortal  caravan,  that  moves 
To  that  mj'sterious  realm  where  each  shall  take 
His  chamber  in  the  silent  halls  or  death, 
Thoti  go  not  like  the  quarry,  stave  at  night, 
Scourged  to  his  dungeon,  bufsustained  and  soothed 
By  an  unfaltering  trust,  approach  thv  grave, 
Like  one  that  draws  the  drapery  of  his  couch 
About  him  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams." 

General  Parker  was  followed  by  music:  dii^e. 

The  President  then  announced  that  there  was  a  little  amount 
of  business  to  do,  and  then  the  meeting  would  adjourn. 

Colonel  Tichenor,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  resolutions  of 
respect  to  General  Rawlins,  submitted  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee. The  report  of  the  committee  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of 
General  Eldridge: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  resolutions  of 
respect  to  General  Rawlins  be  accepted  and  spread  upon  the 
records  of  the  Society,  and  the  committee  discharged. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  as  made,  reads  as  follows: 

WHEREASithaspleased  Almighty  God,  in  the  interposition  of  His  providence 
to  remove  from  his  sphere  of  usefulness  our  beloved  comrade  Major-General 
John  A.  Rawlins,  late  President  of  the  Society  of  the  Anny  of  the  Tennessee, 
who  died  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties  as  Secretary  of  War,  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  6th  day  of  September,  i86g,  of  disease  contracted 
hv  exposure  in  the  army:  and. 

Whereas  in  his  death  this  Society  has  lost  one  of  its  most  beloved  and 
honored  members;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  Thai  in  the  death  of  General  Rawlins  the  country  has  lost  one  of 
its  bravest  and  truest  supporters,  the  nation  one  of  its  ablest  and  purest  stales- 
men,  the  oppressed  and  liberty -loving  of  every  land  a  true  friend,  his  bereaved 
family  a  kind  husband  and  affectionate  father,and  his  comrades  a  genial  friend 
and  wise  counsellor. 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  the  bereaved  wife  and  relatives  the  sympathy 
which  those  alone  can  feel  who  have  learned  to  love  the  patriot,  soldier,  and 
gallant  comrade,  and  beg  of  them  to  accept  with  ub  the  consolation  which 
comes  of  the  belief  that  such  souls  as  his  are  born  to  a  happy  immortality. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions,  duly  attested,  be  furnished  by 
the  Secretary  to  the  widow  and  parents  of  the  deceased. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  of  respect  to  Col- 
onel Peckham  asked  leave  to  report.  Peniiission  granted  bv  tlie 
President. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Coleman: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  draft 
resolutions  of  respect  to  Colonel  Peckham  be  accepted,  and  the 
committee  discharged. 

The  report  of  the  committee  is  as  follows: 

Mh.  Prerirbnt: — Y our co^millee,  appointed  to  draft  rcHoIutiona expressive 
of  the  feelings  of  the  Societj'  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  in  regard  to  the 
deathkof  Colonel  JameH  Peckham.  formerly  commanding  the  twenty -nintli 
raiment  of  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  beg  leave  to  report  an  follows; 

Remlved.  That  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  learns  with  deep 
regret  of  the  death  of  their  late  comrade-in-arms  and  brother  member.  Colonel 
James  Peckham,  of  St.  Louiii.  Missouri,  who.  in  the  prime  of  his  manhood 
was  taken  from  amongst  us.  and  whose  death  wai-  attributable  directly  to 
vounds  received  in  the  gallant  and  intelligent  defense  of  our  country's  fli4{. 

Krsolvrii,  That  the  Secretary  is  hereby  iustnicled  to  forward  to  the  bereaved 
widow  and  family  of  our  lamented  comrade  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution-, 
and  tender  our  heartfeh  simpathy  and  condolence  in  her  sad  bereavement,  and 
further  in^lructed  to  spread  these  proceedings  upon  the  records  of  the  Society. 

R.   P.   BltKLVNII, 

Ciairmam. 

On  motion  of  General  G.  A.  Smith: 

Mesolvcii,  That  the  Congress  of  the  L'liited  States  be  respcct- 
fidly  but  earnestly  requested  to  appropriate,  for  the  education  and 
maintenance  of  the  children  of  the  late  General  John  A.  Rawlins. 
Secretarv  of  War.  the  salary  of  the  unexpired  term  of  his  office, 
(•elieving  this  to  be  due  to  one  who  so  earnestly  and  faithfully 
served  his  country  during  the  best  portion  of  his  life,  and  in 
whose  service  he  contracte<l  the  fatal  disease  which  cut  him  down 
in  the  midst  of  his  tntliicncc. 

On  motion  Jf  Colonel  Markland: 

Resolved,  That  the  Societ\-  stand  adjourned  inifil  called  to  meet 
by  the  President  for  the  nest  animal  reunion. 

L.  M.  Davto-n. 
Rerordi/ig'  Secretary. 
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BANQUET. 

Owing  to  the  delay  attending  the  arrival  of  mam  of  the  mem- 
bers of  ihe  Society,  biit  little  business  was  done  on  the  first  day  of 
the  reunion,  necessarily  crowding  the  arrangements  for  tile  secoud 
day,  and  fatiguing  everybody.  However  when  the  address  bad 
been  delivered  at  Weisiger  Hall,  and  the  hour  for  the  banquet  to 
begin  arrived,  there  seemed  to  be  no  want  of  enthusiasm.  The 
banquet  is  in  fact  looked  upon  as  the  main  social  feature  of  our 
reunions.  Here,  none  to  criticize,  the  pleasant  dinner  speech,  the 
jovial  song,  and  the  clinking  of  glasses,  speak  for  friendships 
strong,  tried,  and  true.  Xo  description  defines  them,  and  none 
can  appreciate  unless  they  have  experienced. 

Our  committee  of  arrangements  had  selected  the  Gait  House 
for  giving  the  banquet;  noiie  better,  as  the  result  pi'oved. 

The  time  fixed  upon  to  commence  was  nine  o'clock,  and  the 
guests  assembled,  and  weie  seated,  while  the  United  States  band 
from  Newport  garrison  discoursed  most  excellcntiv.  There  was 
110  decoration  of  the  dining  hall,  because  its  construction  would 
not  admit  any;  in  itself,  however,  it  is  a  superb  room,  and  none 
seemed  to  miss  the  work  of  a  decorating  committee.  The  tables 
u'cre  well  supplied  with  adornments;  on  the  table  at  which  sat 
the  President  and  invited  guests  were  three  monuments — one  in 
the  center  to  General  Rawlins,  crowned  with  a  riderless  horse: 
one  on  the  right,  of  General  Grant;  and  on  the  left.  General  Sher- 
man— each  an  equestrian  statue.  On  the  other  tables  were  the 
flag-ship  "Hartford,"  Admiral  Farragnt  in  the  cross-trees,  Temple 
of  Liberty,  and  manv  other  appropriate  and  beautiful  designs. 

At  the  table  placed  across  the  end  of  the  hall  for  the  invited 
guests  were  seated  Lieutcnant-General  Sheridan,  Maji)r-Gcncrals 
McDowell,  Pope,  Schofield,  Dodge,  Weit/el.  Merritt,  Crittenden. 
Fry,  Brigadier-Generals  Parker,  Beckwitli,  and  Forsvth.  and 
Colonel  W.  C.  Church,  editor  of  Ihe  Army  and  Navy  Journal, 
jmd  Secretary  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
Judge  Ballard,  of  Kentucky. 

General  Sherman  presided  at  the  banquet,  and  gave  direction 
to  its  entire  programme.  When  the  dinner  had  been  ftdiv  discussed, 
he  requested  the  party  to  come  to  order,  and  jtnnounced  that  in 
the  regular  order  of  toasts  came: 
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First  Toast:—"  The  President  of  the  United  States." 
Response  by  General  Force. 

Gestlemen: — The  response  to  this  toast  should  be  simple  and 
honest.  It  has  been  customary  in  this  Society  to  open  the  evening's 
entertainment  by  toasting  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
For  many  years  past  it  has  been  more  general  to  toast  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States;  but  this  evening  we  resume  the  old 
practice,  and  we  toast  the  President  of  the  United  States.  All 
honor  to  our  Chief  Magistrate,  and  through  him  to  the  nation. 
We  look  through  its  trials  and  its  triumphs,  and  here  we  toast 
the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  through  him  the  people,  and  we  look 
back,  around,  and  forward,  and  each  one  feels  within  his  heart. 
"Thank  God,  I  too  am  an  American."  [Applause]  Drinking  a 
toast  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  no  form  of  observ- 
ance. We  know  the  office,  and  we  honor  the  man  who  fills  the 
office.  [Renewed  applause]  The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  know 
him.  We  knew  him  at  ihe  first  essay  at  Belmont,  through  his 
toils  in  the  West,  and  some  of  us  were  at  the  closing  scenes  in 
Ihe  East. 

The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  did  not  only  perceive  in  him  a 
great  military  chieftain;  it  was  the  quality  of  self-abnegation  that 
endeared  him  to  the  hearts  of  the  armv.  His  exact  equal  justice 
to  all  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  growth  of  the  mutual  con- 
fidence and  reliance  among  all  the  members  of  that  army,  which 
formed  so  important  an  clement  of  its  efficiency  in  the  field,  and 
which  now  draw  us  together  in  these  reunions. 

In  the  early  days  in  the  war  he  taught  us  in  the  obeying  of 
orders,  whatever  they  were,  and  enforcing  them,  whatever  they 
were,  the  first  lessons  of  the  soldier.  We  saw  his  method  of 
carrying  on  war.  With  him  it  was  a  serious  matter.  War  was  a 
duty — a  task —  something  to  be  accomplished,  and  he  kept  at  it, 
never  flagging,  never  wearying,  never  desponding,  but  always 
hammering  at  it  until  he  had  effected  his  ends.  He  was  ever 
willing  to  accord  the  justice  due  to  all  who  had  helped  to  make 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  So  it  was  that  whila  in  the  army 
we  had  entire  confidence  in  his  leadership.  In  those  days  we 
knew  that  what  he  had  planned  he  would  carrv  out. 

To-night  we  have  a  right  to  speak  not  only  of  what  he  Mas, 
but  of  what  he  is.     We  knew  him  then  and  we  know  him  now,  for 
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he  carries  the  simple  qualities  that  characterized  him  in  ihe  old 
office  into  the  new  one.  He  is  the  same,  pure  man;  the  same 
resolute  will  and  the  same  common  sense  are  his  chief  character- 
istics; and  to-night,  when  we  drink  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  we  drink  with  respect  to  the  high  office,  and  with  personal 
respect  for  the  man.     [Applause.] 

Mrsic: — "Hail  Columhia" 

Second  Toast: — "The  Army  and  Navy." 

Response  by  General  Sherman', 

Being  President  on  this  occasion.  I  am  the  official  mouthpiece, 
and  I  may  declare  not  only  what  the  toast  is,  but  its  sense.  The 
sense  of  this  toast  is  national.  Vou,  a  part  here,  as  a  society;  the 
representatives  of  the  fact,  declare  the  army  and  navy  to  be 
national  a  synonym,  just  as  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
and  as  such  the  army  nnd  navy  feel  complimented.  I,  as  their 
representative,  acknowledge,  as  the  President  of  this  meeting, 
the  compliment  intended  to  be  conveyed,  and  they  are  worthy  of 
the  compliment.  [Applause.]  There  arc  others  who  can  bear 
testimony  of  this  as  well  as  I.  The  army  of  the  United  States 
has  been  reduced  so  that  it  is  now  no  larger  than  four  of  the  old 
corps,  and  it  is  only  the  army  in  spirit.  Its  whole  power  connects 
in  the  spirit  life  that  unites  it,  and  its  life  and  power  are  as  great 
to-day  as  ever,  I  assure  you.  [Applause.]  Any  day  you  please — 
any  dav  the  nation  may  demand  it — you  may  fly  to  arms  with  your 
tens  of  thousands  and  hundreds  of  thousands.  Of  the  navy,  in  like 
manner,  I  speak  in  a  national  sense.  It  is  the  representative  of  our 
nation,  abroad  as  well  as  at  home.  We  used  to  think  the  navy 
could  never  get  to  Louisville,  but  we  have  seen  it  here.  We  have 
sent  navies — not  marine  ships,  but  small  ships — and  they  have 
succeeded  here  as  well  as  any  organized  eflbrt  anywhere  in  rivers, 
harbors,  or  upon  the  high  seas.  The  navy  to-day  is  as  good  as  it 
ever  was.  Its  discipline  is  as  good.  Its  officers  are  as  good,  and 
its  men  are  as  willing  to  endure  privations  and  to  fight  for  the  flag 
of  our  country.     [Applause.] 

I  hope,  therefore,  The  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  represented 
here,  and  the  gentlemen  of  Louisville  sitting  here,  arc  as  right  in 
the  conception  of  their  toast  as  I  may  be  in  my  response.  The 
army  and  navy  are   worthy  of  the  high  compliments  you   pay 
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(hem,  and  the  annv   and    navy   are    better  than  they    wuiiUl   be 
without  those  compliments.     [Prolonged  applaiibe] 

Misic;— '■^<'</,   White,  and  Blue" 

Third  Toast: — "  TTie  Armv  of  the  Tennessee." 

To  resp<md  to  this  toast  the  committee  had  allotted  General 
(Jresham  the  duty,  but  he  was  called  away  from  the  reunion  by 
iiflicial  duties  before  the  banquet,  and  Major  H.  S.  Fitch  was 
rcqueste<I  to  act  as  alternate. 

Response  by  Major  H.  S.  Fitch. 

I  am  happv  to  say  that  the  only  toast  of  the  evening  which 
requires  no  eloquence  is  awarded  to  me.  It  would  be  a  work  of 
Bupererogation  to  spcuk  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  with  a 
view  to  add  new  laurels.  The  words  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
them.selves  have  a  history,  and  thev  need  no  eloquence  to  illustrate 
Ihem.  [Applause.]  Their  memory  is  written  in  many  long 
marches  from  the  city  of  Louisville  to  the  seaboard  city  from 
which  I  hail — Savannah.  Thev  ask  no  inscription — no  encomiums, 
other  than  the  honor  of  claiming  as  their  leader  (General  W.  T, 
Sherman,  [applause,]  the  man  who  recognizes  the  Armv  of  the 
Tennessee  as  his  old  companions.  We  are  here  to-night  simply 
to  strike  hands;  and  in  the  words  of  General  Rawlins,  "let  us 
meet  together  and  have  a  good  time,"  and  if  vou  will  come  down 
to  the  old  scene  of  your  military  triumph,  you  will  find  brave 
hearts  who  will  sav.  "We  were  earnest,  but  \<>u  are  generous." 
[Appbusc] 

Mvsic: — ••Benny  Haven's  O." 

Fourth  Toast; — "yohn  A.  Raulins."  Drank  ^tanding,  in 
silence. 

Mfsic: — "Dirge." 

Fifth  Toast:— "TXc  Cavalry  of  the  West" 

Response  by  General  J.  H.  Wilson. 

Comrades: — I  never  was  in  as  trying  a  place  in  my  life  as  I 
am  to-night,  except  when,  after  crossing  the  Chickahominy  with 
Sheridan,  on  the  road  to  Richmond,  my  division  got  between  the 
breastworks  in  front  and  the  swamps  in  the  rear,  and  a  dispatch 
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came  tu  me  to  "hold  that  position."  [Laughter.]  I  sent  back 
word  that  I  would,  [Laughter  and  applause.]  I  was  very  much 
in  the  fix  that  John  Phoinix  was  in  when,  on  one  occasion,  he  had 
a  fight  with  the  editor  of  the  San  Diego  Herald.  [Laughter.]  I 
am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  spccching  on  such  an  occasion  as 
this  is  out  of  place.  I  am  not  a  speaker,  and  do  not  desire  to  learn 
to  make  speeches.  Being  a  cavalryman,  I  do  not  like  to  get  mixed 
up  with  the  infantry  [laughter],  it  might  damage  the  infantry. 
[Laughter  and  applause.]  I  feci  upon  this  occasion  very  much 
as  a  certain  soldier  General  Merritt  told  me  of  to-day.  He 
was  getting  away  from  the  battle  of  Winchester,  when  he  hap- 
pened to  meet  his  General.  "Where  are  you  going?"  asked  the 
General.  "General,"  he  replied,  "I'm  not  giving  up;  I'm  not 
demoralized;  I'm  not  scattered;  but.  General,  I  kavn't  a  hit  of 
confidence  in  my  Colonel.'"''  [Laughter  and  applause.]  I  might 
tell  you  something  about  the  cavalry  of  the  West.  I  know  all 
about  it,  although  most  of  the  boys  are  at  home.  A  certain  old 
Colonel  in  Missouri  was  trying  to  reconstruct  the  State,  and  ^vas  a 
candidate  for  Governor.  He  met  with  a  reproof  from  his  General, 
though  a  better  officer  than  he  had  never  served.  He  came  to  me 
and  said;  "The  General  has  rebuked  me.  I  never  claimed  to  be 
much  of  a  soldier,  and  do  not  know  anything  about  this  military 
business,  but  I  will  bet  you  two  dollars  and  a  half  I  can  plow  a 
furrow  straightcr  than  any  man  in  his  command!"  [Laughter.] 
A  good  many  of  the  boys  are  in  the  condition  of  the  Colonel,  they 
could  plow  a  straight  furrow  and  could  always  find  where  the 
enemy's  guns  were.  The  cavalry  of  the  West  never  came  in  sight 
of  a  gun  that  they  did  not  take,  [Laughter.  A  voice:  "And 
nothing  else!"  Renewed  laughter.]  When  General  Sherman 
gave  me  command,  he  gave  me  a  carle  blanche.  He  said  I  need 
not  ask  him  for  instructions.  "I  will  not  make  any  attempt  to 
divide  the  glory  with  you."  said  he.  His  observation  was,  that  it 
needed  a  man  of  not  very  great  capacity.  I  think  he  alluded  to 
General  Kilpatrick.  [Laughter.]  The  cavalry  started  from  Louis- 
ville, and  they  were  the  first  troops  that  ever  did  march  from  the 
Ohio  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  they  captured  iSi  guns.  [A 
voice;  "Muskets?"]  Xo,  not  muskets,  wc  left  them  behind  for 
the  infantry  to  pick  up.     [Laughter  and  applause.] 

I  did  not  get  up  to  make  a  speech.     ["Go  in!  go  in!"]     General 
Sheridan  came  here,  and  somebody  spoke  to  him  about  speaking. 
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He  said  he  did  not  come  here  to  make  a  speech,  but  to  talk  and 
drink  with  the  boys,  and  have  "a  good  time."  Now,  all  I  have 
got  to  say  is,  "Go  in!" 

Music: — "fankee  Doodle" 

Sixth  Toast: — "Ti  the  Honored  Dead  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee^ 

Response  bj'  General  Sprague. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee: — In  responding  to  the  sentiment,  "The  Honored  Dead 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  I  need  not  weary  you  with  many 
words.  For  each  of  us,  as  the  sentiment  was  pronounced,  there 
appeared  a  long  line  of  our  old  comrades  who  fell  in  the  struggle 
in  which  we  were  all  engaged,  and  the  memory  of  the  charms  of 
their  society,  of  their  gallantry  and  devotion  to  duty,  is  one  of  the 
mainsprings  of  that  heartfelt  devotion  which  we  feel  for  each 
other  here  to-night.  The  memory  of  those  who  gave  their  lives 
for  the  cause  which  we  loved  will  ever  bind,  with  ties  increasing 
in  strength,  our  fraternal  regard  for  each  other.  Their  deaths  have 
made  our  Union  holy. 

Let  no  unpious  hand  or  heart  that  claims  a  place  in  the  Society 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  dare  to  supplant  by  selfish  aims  the 
generous  love  that  now  animates  us. 

As  our  hearts  are  warmed  and  made  holier  by  the  memories  of 
our  departed  comrades,  so  has  this  sentiment  spread  throughout 
the  nation,  and  all  patriotic  hearts  move  and  are  inspired  by  a 
higher  and  holier  patriotism  when  thoughts  recur  to  the  lamented 
McPherson,  Rawlins,  Ransom,  Bowers,  Crocker,  Faircbtid  and 
to  the  more  than  ten  thou.sand  other  names  who  are  borne  on  the 
rolls  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  who,  as  they  fell,  sent  a  thrill 
of  bitter  grief  to  many  hearts  throughout  the  whole  land,  until 
finally  the  nation  realized  what  the  cause  of  our  country  was 
worth,  and  the  sacrifice,  whatever  it  might  be,  was  a  ready  and 
willing  oflTer  for  the  altar. 

The  fall  of  the  shining  names  that  I  have  mentioned,  and  a  li.st 
so  long  it  would  require  the  whole  night  to  read  it,  electrified  the 
nation  at  large,  but  the  thousands  of  subalterns  and  private 
soldiers  of  equal  patriotism  who  laid  down  their  lives,  each  one 
awoke  in  all  hearts  to  whom  they  were  dear  that  spirit  of  devotion 
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which  brought  our  country  safely  through  its  fiery  trials,  and 
placed  it  in  the  front  rank  of  the  honored  nations  of  the  world. 

And  to-day,  as  we  contemplate  the  glories  of  our  free  institu- 
tions, we  honor  the  memories  of  our  honored  comrades. 

If  we  cherish  as  we  should  the  memories  of  those  who  were 
once  of  uti,  but  have  answered  to  the  last  roll-call,  we  shall  be 
(nore  and  more  inspired  to  be  true  to  our  country,  in  whatever 
walk  in  life  our  lot  is  cast. 

Music ; — "^  Dirge . ' ' 

Seventh  Toast: — '■  To  our  Comrades  of  all  the  Armies  of  Ike 
Unionr 

Response  by  General  John  Pope. 

Mr.  President  AND  Gentlemen: — It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted 
that  some  one  higher  in  rank  and  of  wider  fame,  some  one  pos- 
sessed of  eloquence  and  command  of  language  essential  to  this 
duty,  should  have  been  selected  to  respond  to  this  toast,  whose 
tribute  of  admiration  would  be  far  more  worthy  of  the  achieve- 
ments of  .all  our  comrades.  There  will  be  found  eloquence  and 
language  fit  to  contribute  power  to  the  patriotic  utterances  that 
every  one  of  us  demands  in  any  mention  of  the  honored  dead. 
What  words  could  add  to  the  fame  of  the  armies  of  the  Union 
more  than  a  reconstructed  and  regenerated  country,  respected  by 
all  the  world,  and  loved  as  a  country  is  rarely  loved  by  its  citizens? 
These  are  higher  tributes  to  the  dead  and  living  than  all  the  words 
in  the  Engli.sh  language  could  express.  As  was  said  by  the  late 
President  Lincoln,  "It  is  not  what  we  say,  but  what  they  did,  that 
will  live." 

Music: — "Star  Spangled  Banner" 

Eighth  Toast: — "7%e  March  to  the  Sea." 

In  place  of  General  Leggctt,  who  had  been  selected  to  respond  to 
this  toast,  but  was  not  p resent,  Gencial  J.  M.  Corse  consented  to 
do  so,  and  favored  the  party  with  humorous  and  pleasing  remarks. 

Music: — '■'■Tramp,  Tramp,  Tramp" 

XiNTii  Toast: — "The  Memory  of  McPherson." 

Music: — "  Dirge.' ' 
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Tenth  Toast: — "The   Volunteer  Soldier^ 

Response  bj'  General  T.  L.  Crittenden. 

Gbntlemen  and  Comrades  of  the  Regular  and  Vol- 
I'NTEEH  Armv: — To  one  of  which  I  once  belonged,  and  to  the 
other  of  which  I  now  belong.  I  thank  you  for  deputing  to  me 
the  honor  of  responding  to  this  toast.  [Applause.]  You  have 
drunk  to  the  health  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  repre- 
senting the  nation;  you  have  drunk  to  the  army  and  navy,  repre- 
sentatives of  the  nation;  and  at  last  you  have  come  to  the  kernel 
and  heart,  and  drunk  to  the  strength  and  might  of  every  free 
government,  the  revolutionary  soldiery.  [Applause.]  Our  great 
captain  and  chief  officer  has  truly  said,  that  the  army  is  an  arm 
ready  to  strike  when  the  Government  calls,  and  that  great  depend- 
ence must  be  placed  upon  the  volunteers.  I  am  now  a  regular, 
but  not  taught  in  their  schools,  and  God  knows  that  1  ha%e 
regretted  many  a  time  that  I  have  only  learned  these  things  bv 
having  them  hammered  Into  me  in  this  war.  There  have  been 
some  failures  in  the  volunteers,  but  I  can  say  that  there  have  been 
quite  as  many  in  the  regular.  I  wish  to  accord  honor  to  whom 
honor  is  due,  and  I  hate  the  man  who  would  detract  it  from  him 
who  learned  it  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  [Applause.]  (jcntle- 
men,  I  was  a  volunteer,  1  stood  high  with  the  volunteers,  and  I 
do  not  think  I  stood  too  high.  I  am  now  a  regular,  I  do  not  stand 
very  high  with  the  regulars,  and  I  do  not  think  I  stand  too  high. 
[Applause  and  laughter.] 

Music:— "y^e  Girl  I  left  Behind  Me!' 

Eleventh  Toast: — "Owr  Invited  Guests" 

Response  by  General  Schofield. 

Gentlemen  and  Comrades: — As  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  of  the  Ohio  and  the  Gulf,  all  united 
in  lighting  the  battles  of  the  West,  we  all  unite  here  in  the 
enjoyment  of  our  reunion,  and  we  would  ever  perpetuate  this 
fraternal  feeling.  I  thank  vou  for  this  cordial  greeting,  and  assure 
von  of  the  undying  affection  of  vour  comrades-in-arms.  [Ap- 
plausc] 

Music:— 
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Twelfth  Toast; — "Peace." 

Response  by  General  T.  Lvlb  Dickev. 

Gentlbmen  and  Members  of  the  Socibtp  of  the  Army 
OF  THE  Tennessee: — I  feel  myself  profoundly  honored.  In 
view  of  the  comparatively  small  part  which  it  was  my  honor  to 
take  in  the  action  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  it  is  a  great 
honor  to  be  called  upon  to  respond  to  the  toast.  Peace  is  the 
subject,  and  peace  was  the  goal  of  the  war.  This  was  the  end 
desired  by  all,  and  to  which  the  soldier  looked  with  pride  and 
plcasuj-e,  and  that,  too,  with  the  consciousness  that  he  was  to 
secure  it  under  the  preserved  and  restored  Government  of  our 
fathers.     [Applause.] 

Music. 

This  ended  the  programme  of  regular  sentiments  made  by  the 
committee.  All  the  speeches  in  response  to  them  had  been  short, 
hut  full  of  good  points  of  humor  and  wit,  and  all  listeners  were 
Jn  a  most  agreeable  social  feeling.  Many  persons  were  called  out, 
jnaking  their  responses  by  speech  or  song,  adding  greatly  to  the 
pleasure  of  the  occasion.  More  good  feeling  has  not  existed  at 
any  former  reunion,  and  no  greater  enjoyment. 

General  Sherman,  desiring  order,  read  the  following  telegram; 

Washin-uton-,  Noj'tmber  IS.  18G9. 
To  Colonel  L.  M.  Davtos: 

Though  personally  absent,  m_v  heart  is  with  my  conirndeB  of  the  Artnv  of 
the  Tennessee  and  my  friends  of  the  Cavalry  Corps.  Ab  jou  revive  the 
memories  aod  friendships  of  army  dayn,  you  have  my  best  wishes  for  a  happj- 

Wm.  W.  Belknap. 

Secrffary  of  War. 

It  was  received  with  rounds  of  applause  and  hearty  cheering 
for  our  comrade. 

General  Sherman,  thanking  all  for  their  attention  and  the 
marked  good  order  that  had  been  maintained  during  the  evening, 
considered,  now  that  the  dinner  had  been  eaten,  the  wine  drank, 
and  the  speeches  and  songs  made  and  sung,  the  banquet  was 
accomplished.  Hoping  you  prosperity  in  the  coming  year,  and 
that  we  all  may  be  at  our  next  reunion,  there  is  nothing  left  for 


i.y  Google 


39?  ^Proceedings  of  the  Society 

me    to   do   biK   a<Ijourn   this    meeting,  and    I    now  pronounce   it 
adjourned. 

Thus  ends  our  fourth  reunion,  than  which  wc  have  had  none 
more  complete,  successful  and  gratifying,  and,  as  was  frequently 
remarked  by  members  during  its  progress,  "The  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee"  is  now  a  fixed,  permanent,  lasting  organ- 
ization to  jis,  it*  meinbers,  for  itll  time  to  conre. 


COKKESPONDEXCE. 

The  following  letters  from  members  of  the  Society,  who  coul«I 
not  attend,  to  our  officers,  and  from  persons  complimented  by  our 
Executive  Committee,  are  appended  to  this  report  as  a  represent- 
ation of  the  interest  and  the  kindly  feeling  manifested  toward  u& 
on  all  occasions.  Members  can  not  but  be  impressed  that  our 
organisation  has  an  abundance  of  good  wishes  and  good  friend» 

Execi:tive  Mansion.  ( 

Washinotox.  D.  C.,  Xavember  4,  1S6H.   f 

John  M.  IIablan.  Ew^.. 

Chairmaa  CominilUe  of  lavitaliotts.  Society  Army  of  till  Ttnnestee.ete.: 
Dear  Sir:— Your  favor  of  the  Jjlh  of  October,  ultimo,  inviiir^  me  to  be 
present  at  tKe  meeting  of  the  Societv  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  the 
Cavalrr  Corp>  of  the  Mililarr  Division  of  Ibe  Mississippi,  is  received.  It  i» 
with  r^ret  I  have  to  reply  n  on -accepting.  The  Armv  of  the  Tennessee,  and 
the  Sociefv  composed  of  members  of  that  grand  armv,  are  mostiv  men  witb 
whom  I  commenced  mv  serviceB  in  the  suppression  of  the  late  rebellion;  and 
I  had,  too,  the  honor  of  being  their  firht  commander,  under  thai  name;  an 
honor  which  I  feel,  and  shall  alwavs  appreciate.  It  would  atTord  me  the 
greatest  pleasure  to  be  present  at  the  reunion  of  the  17th  and  iSth  instant;  but 
public  <liity  will  prevent.  All  that  I  can  do,  therefore,  is  to  wish  you  a  happr 
meeting.  and  to  exprettii  the  hope  that  there  mav  be  many  more  tuch  reunions. 
when  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of  being  present. 

With  high  regards,  vour  obedient  serA'anl. 

V.  S.Grant. 

W,\R  Department,  J 

Washixuton  Citv,  Nnemhtr  11.  18119.  V 
Colonel  John'  M.  Harlan, 

Ciairutan  Committee  of  Invitatieni.  Society  Army  af  Ike  Tennessee,  etc.: 

StR : — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  invitation  of  the 

committee  to  attend  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 

Tennessee  and  the  Cavalry  Corps  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 


i,Google 


Of  the  Aryny  of  ilie  Tennessee.  399 

at  Louisville,  on  Koveraber  17th  and  iStli,  1S6;.  Tlie  pressure  of  public  duties 
will  prevent  m^  attendance,  but  I  beg  that  vou  will  convey  to  the  members  of 
both  Societies  the  expression  of  the  desire  I  feel  to  meet  with  tbem  and  revive 
the  memories  of  field  and  tight  and  camp. 

Wherever  their  homes  may  be.  the  sons  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  will 
be  with  you  in  spirit,  and  as  year  after  year  passes,  thou];b  the  chain  of  friend- 
ship be  lengthened,  its  linlis  will  grow  stronger  and  stronger  with  time. 
With  the  most  sincere  wishes  for  a  pleasant  reunion  of  both  Societies, 
I  am,  rcBpectfully  and  truly  yours, 

W.  W.  Belknap. 
Srcre/arj  ff  War. 

Zakesville,  Ohio,  Naveaher  14.  1869. 

Dbak  Hickenloopbr: — 1  greatly  fear  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  go  to 
LouUville,  which  I  greatly  regret,  for  I  loolted  forward  to  the  prospect  of 
meeting  our  old  array  friends  there  with  mu<ch  pleasure,  and  I  wanted  a  long 
talk  with  you.  We  are  in  the  midst  of  on  important  negotiation  for  the 
purchase  of  property  and  establish iiient  of  a  branch  house  in  Chicago,  and  I 
ehall  be  obliged  to  go  there  tliis  week,  as  a  telegram  of  yesterday  from  Chicago 
fixes  Wednesday  for  executing  papers.  We  got  the  dispatch  late  last  (Snturdai-} 
eve.  1  shall  dispatch  to-morrow  morning  to  see  if  it  cannot  be  postponed 
until  Friday,  if  so.  I  can  go  by  way  of  Louisville^  but  I  fear  it  can  not,  as  one 
of  the  parlies  lives  in  St.  Louis. 

Enclosed  find  $5  with  which  paj'  my  annual  dues;  and  should  there  be  any 
extra  tax  assessed,  or  contribution  taken  up  Hi  the  meeting,  where  I  would  be 
expected  to  contribute,  I  wish  you  would  respond  in  my  name  and  draw  on 
me.  or  let  me  know  the  amount,  and  I  will  remit  it  at  once  to  you  at  Cincinnati. 
That  is,  please  consider  me  present  for  all  business  purposes  as  far  as  possible. 
1  wish  to  do  my  full  share  to  keep  up  the  Society.  Remember  me  kindly  to 
old  friends. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  I>.  Leouett. 

HEATXy-ARTERR  MlLITAIlV   DIVISION  OF  THE  SoiTH.    I 
Loi  IKVILLE,  Ky.,  Novrmbfr  IJ.  1309.  i 

General  J.  M.  IIari.an, 

Chairman  Ci*mmitlee  of  Invitaiioam 
Gexkral: — 1  regret  that  a  prior  engagement  will  prevent  n>y  attendance  at 
the  annual  reunion  of  Ihe  '■  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  "  and  the 
Cavalry  Cdrps  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  MissiMippi,  on  the  17th  and 
tSth  instant. 
With  many  thanks  for  your  kind  invitation,  !   am.  very  rcBpectfully. 
Your  ot>edienl  servant, 

H.   W.   H.W.I.KCK, 
Major  UfHerall\S.  A. 
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DlPARTMEINT   OF  THE  INTERIOR.  } 

WASltlNGTON,  D.  C.  .Wovtmbtr  IS,  1869.    f 
GENEBMjimN   M.Harlan, 

Chairman  CommiHit  of  Imvilatiam,,  ttc,  Louisvillf,  Ky.: 
My  Dear  General:— I  have  received  jour  letter  of  the  isth  instant, 
inviting  roe  to  attend  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Army  of  tlie  Tennessee  ami 
the  Cavaliy  Corpt  of  the  Military  Diviiion  of  Ihe  Miisiitippi.  to  be  held  in 
Louisville,  on  the  I7lh  and  i8th  of  the  present  month,  and  regret  eiceedinglv 
Ihat  the  press  of  work,  consequent  upon  Ihc  comii^  session  of  Congress,  will 
prevent  my  attendance  at  what  I  am  Hire  will  be  a  pleasant  and  enjoyable 

Verv  trulv  vours, 

" ^'  J    D.  C.x. 

Attorney    Gexeral's    OFFrcE,   I 
WAsKlN'iiToX,  Ortvber  27,  I8S9.     \ 
John-  M.  Harlan,  Esq.. 

Sir: — I   have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tlve  receipt  of  your  invitation  to 
attend  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  tlie  Army  of  the  Tennessee  ir» 
Louisville,  on  the  ijlh  and  :8th  of  November,  and  lo  regret  that  my  engage- 
ments are  such  as  lo  afford  me  no  prospect  of  being  able  to  accept  it. 
Verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.R.  Hoar. 

Navy  Department,  t 

WASHiN<iTON,.Vor^H*erd. /*S9.    S 
John  M.  Harlas,  Esq., 

Ciairman  Commillee  oh  iKZ'ilalioas,  LouitviUe,  Ky. 
Sir: — Yours  of  October  25,  inviting  me  to  attend  the  annual  reunion  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  TennesKee  and  the  Cav.ilry  Corps  of  the  Military 
Division  of  liie  Mississippi,  has  been  received,  and  I  regret  very  much  to  say. 
that,  by  pressure  of  duty,  1  am  obliged  to  forego  the  pleasure  of  being  present 
on  that  most  interesting  occasion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Rohesos, 
Secretary  of  lie  Ji'iivr. 

Navy  Department,  ( 

Washington,  .Vovember  J.  1369.   S 
GeneralJohn  M.  Harlan-, 

Chairman  Commillee  on  ImilaliOHs.  I-OHisvUle.  Ay. 
Dear  Sir; — I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  kind  invitation 
lo  attend  the  annual  reunion  ol'  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  nn  J 
the  Cavalry  Corps  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

I  regret  that  the  pressure  of  my  official  duties  will  prevent  my  being  present 
on  this  interesting  occasion. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Vice  -  A  dm  iral. 
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Svpervisor'b  Office,  i 

Little  Rock.  Ark.,  Navember  ii,  1869.  t* 
Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Srrretary  Army  Teniieiaee,  Loitisi'iUe.  Ky.: 

Sir: — Public  bueiness  of  pressing  importance  will  prevent  me  from  joining 
in  social  communion  with  the  soldiere  of  our  old  army,  who  carried  the  flag  of 
their  countrjr  to  the  sea  and  tramped  out  the  last  camp-fires  of  the  rebellion! 

Let  me  express  the  hope  that  the  praceedii>gs  or  the  meeting  of  the  Army 
or  the  Tennessee  will  be  characterized  by  love,  unity,  and  concord;  love  for 
each  other,  unity  in  our  common  cause,  and  concord  in  council. 

t  shall  look  with  deep  interest  to  every  movement  of  your  loyal  meeting,  and 
hail  with  joy  the  announcement  that  the  General  of  the  United  Sutes  Army. 
W.  T.  Sherman,  is  unanimously  declared  the  choice  of  your  body  for  the 
position  lelt  vacant  by  the  late  lamented  Rawlins;  and  I  feel  assured  that  no 
member  of  our  organization  will  allow  his  name  to  be  used  in  connection 
with  the  presidency  of  the  association  while  Sherman,  the  hero  of  Atlanta  and 
smaiher  of  the  confederacr,  lives! 

Very  Tcsircctfully. 

John  McDonald. 

CoLiMBvs,  Ohio,  Novembrr  8,  1869. 
GenkkalJohx  M. Harlan, 

Chairman,  etc.,  Louisvi/le,  Ky.: 
Dear  Sik; — I  have  delayed  until  now  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your 
note  of  the  15th  ultimo,  inviting  me  to  attend  the  approaching  annual  reunion 
of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  and  (he  Cavalry  Corps  of  the 
Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  in  the  hope  that  my  business  engagements 
would  aMiume  a  form  to  enable  me  to  accept  the  invitation.  Very  much  to 
my  disappointment,  however.  I  find  it  necessary  to  leave  for  the  East  during 
the  present  week,  and  will  hardly  be  able  to  return  in  time  to  attend  your 

Please  accept  the  aswirance  of  my  regret  in  thus  being  denied  the  pleasure  of 
joining  you  and  your  gallant  comrades  on  the  occasion  of  your  meeting,  and 
m_v  thanks  for  the  invitation  with  which  I  have  been  honored. 
Verv  respectfullv  v ours,  etc., 

W.  Dbnnison. 

HEADqi-ARTERK    FlRST  MILITARY  DISTRICT,  STATE  OF  VIRGINIA^  ) 

RiCHMONn,  Va..  November  4.  1S69.  \ 

Dear  Sir: — I  regret  very  much  that  official  engagements  will  deprive  me  of 
the  pleasure  of  attending  (he  "annual  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee" 
and  of  the    '  Cavalry  Corps  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi."  to 
be  held  at  Louisville  on  the  17th  and  iSlh  instant. 
Please  accept  my  thanks  for  your  kind  invitation. 

Very  sincerely,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  S.  Canby. 
Brevet  Major -General. 
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SolTH  Brnd,  Inb..  Xotrmhrr  S.  1869. 
General  J.  M.  Harlan. 

Ckairman,  flC.  rtc: 

My  Dear  S;r:~U  would  give  me  sincere  pleasure  if  il  were  in  mv  power 
to  accept  your  kind  invitation  to  your  annual  reunion  at  LouiBville,  and  I 
know  that  I  nhould  enjoy  seeing  and  hearing  from  those  who  carried  out  Iheir 
own  wishes  in  (he  temple  of  fame  with  patriotic  deeds,  inspired  by  fearless 
hearts  and  performed  by  fearless  handi.  But  I  regret  most  sincerely  that  it 
will  be  out  of  my  power  to  be  present. 

Wishing  you.  as  you  touch  shoulder  to  ehoulder  again,  a  joyous  reunion. 


United   States  Marshal's  OfFict.  f 
Helsna.  M.  T..  Soventhfr  i.  186.1.       i 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

CBrrcitondiag  Sreretary  Sociely  A  rmy  nfthe  Tennessee.  Cinciimafi,  O. : 
Sir: — Herewith  please  find  enclosed  fio  post  ofRce  order.     It  is  to  pay  for 
my  membership  in  the  Society  from  the  beginning. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  can  not  meet  « ith  my  comradei.  on  the  lAth  and 
t7th  instant  at  Louisville.  [  trust  they  will  have  a  happy  reunion  and  revive 
the  memory  of  their  hard-fought  fields. 

I  should  be  pleased  to  have  my  certificate  of  membership  and  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Society. 

'  1  am  sir.  very  truly  yours. 

W.  F.  Wheeler, 
Lair  Cafiain  ilk  Min».  Vol.  lufanlry. 

MONM.HTH.  Ul..  Xovembrr  9,  ISHa. 
General  A.  Hickexlooper. 

Corresponding  Serrclary  "Army  of  Ike  Trtinfssee: '' 
Dear  Sin:— Your  leUer  of  July  ;6th  was  duly  received.  I  am  compelled 
to  give  up  all  idea  of  attending  the  reunion  this  year,  owing  to  busine^-^  engage- 
ments that  require  my  attention;  but  rest  assured  I  have  lost  no  interest  in  tlie 
Society,  and  will  look  with  anxiety  for  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  on  the 
17th  instant. 

My  addresK  for  the  present  will  be  Monmouth,  Warren  county.  Illinois. 
With  best  wishes  for  the  welfare  of  the  Societv,  and  manv  thanks  for  _\our 
many  kindnesses. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RoBT.  M.  Campbell, 
Late  Captain  •'Army  of  the  Trnnesser." 

VIRGIXIA  ClTV,  M.  T.,  October  10,  ISHS. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper. 

Corresponding  Secretary  0/ tie  Soriely  of  Ike  Army  of  Ike  Tennrsser: 

Dear   General:— We.  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Society  of  the 

Army   of  the  Tennessee,  send  through  you  to  our  comrades  assembled   at 


i.y  Google 


Of  the  Army  of  ike  Tennessee.  403 

LoiiUvilte.  Kentuckv,  our  sincere  regrets  that  distance  and  duties  here  prevent 
\vi  iVom  meeting  with  tliem  on  tiiis  occasion. 

We  also  join  with  them  in  mourning  the  loss  b_v  death  of  our  beloved  com- 
mile  and  President,  General  John  A.  Rawlins,  a  generous  and  true  friend,  a 
brave  and  noble  soldier,  honored  and  loved  bv  all  who  knew  him. 
Verv  respectfliMv,  j'our  comrades, 

Wm.  F.  Wkeelbr. 

I.ale  Caflain  4lh  Minn.  Vols..  U.  S.  Marshal  MontaHa. 

Post  Office,  He/ena,  M.   T. 

W.  S.  SCRIBNER, 

jLa/f  First  /.irutrHant  lUti  Wis.  hfantry  Vols.,  Secretary  of  Montana. 
Post  Offitf.  Virginia  City.  M.  T. 
F,  C,  Deimling, 
Ltilf  Colonel  lOti  Regt.  Mo.  Infantry,  Virginia  City.  M.  T. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.  Oeiobi^r  2Srd,  1869. 
Gen'erai.  a.  IIickenlodpgr, 

Corresfondiug  Secretary  Society  of  Army  Tennessee.  Cincinnati,  O.: 
Dear  Sir: — Your  favor  of  July  i6th,  covering  notice  of  next  regular  meeting 
ol"  our  Society,  was  duly  received.  In  return  please  accept  my  thanks.  1 
would  also  tender  to  my  comrades  my  sincere  regret,  because  of  my  inalnltty. 
'  through  necessities  of  business,  to  be  with  them  on  that  interesting  occasion, 
and  that  whatever  may  be  the  changes  in  life.  I  shall  always  remember  with 
pride  that  /  ivas  a  soldier  of  tie  Army  of  tie  Tennessee. 

RoBT.  C.  Crowell, 
Late  Major  J-t!tA  Mo.  V.  I.,  .3rd  Brig.,  .Ird  Div.  15th  A.  C. 

Santa  Fe,  N,  M,.  October  IJth,  1869. 
Grneral  a.  IIickenli>i>i-er. 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society  of  Ike  Army  of  the  Tennessee.Cincinaati! 
Dear  Sir  : — Your  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  next  annual  meeting 
of  the  Society  of  the  Annv  of  the  Tennessee  has  been  received.  Soon  after 
the  close  of  the  war  I  came  to  New  Mexico,  and  have  never  yet  had  the 
pleasure  of  being  present  at  any  of  the  reunions,  and  I  regret  very  much  to 
state  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  attend  this  year.  And  more  especially 
do  I  regret,  because  year  by  year  our  members  are  growing  less;  our  comrades 
are  taken  from  us  by  an  all-wise  Providence;  a  loss  to  earth  but  a  gain  to 
heaven.  A  few  brief  years  and  we  will  all  have  made  our  final  departure. 
The  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  can  be  perpetuated  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Cincinnati  Society  of  our  continental  fathers.  Although  I  may 
never  be  present  at  any  of  these  social  reunions,  yet  my  heart  is  ever  with  you. 
Yours  cordially.  ' 

11.  M.  Davis. 
Late  Captain  Co.  C,  20th  Rcgt.  O.  V.  /..  Jtid  Brig.,  3rd  Div.,  17th  A.  C. 
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Fort  Clmmings.  N',  M..  AMg^it  li,  1869. 
General: — B_v  recent  papers  I  •ee  that  a  meeting  of  the  "Armj-  of  the 
Tennessee  "  is  ordered  for  November  17th,  1869.  As  ■  fonner  officer  of  (hat 
grand  old  army.  I  should  love  to  be  present,  and  think  I  shall.  I  desire  a 
certificate  of  membership;  but  not  linowing  anything  about  the  organization.  I 
write  for  information.  Be  Itind  enough  to  send  me  a  certificate,  if  that  be 
possible,  and  I  will  heartilv  remit  the  required  fee,  I  served  as  an  officer  of 
the  4Sth  regiment  of  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantrv,  was  mustered  out  of  service 
at  Louisville.  Kentucky,  July  ^jrd.  1865. 

Very  truly  your  obedient  sen-ant. 

j.  C.  McBmuE. 
PirtI  Lieuteiianl  SSth  InfaKtry,  Brevet- Captain.  U.  S.  A. 

ROCKPORD.  Ill,,  Aprils,  I36'J. 

Gekebal  a.  Hickenloopgr: 

Mv  Dear  General: — 1  have  just  arrived  from  Utah,  where  1  have  lived 
for  two  years  past.  I  r^retted  my  inability'  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  held  at  Chicago.  15th  December.  186S. 
Accept  thanks  for  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  above  meeting.  I  am 
anxious  to  keep  up  my  connection  with  the  Society.  1  leave  in  a  few  weeks 
for  Brussels,  to  which  place  I  have  been  appointed  consul.  My  address  will 
be  at  this  place  (Rockford). 

Hoping  to  have  the  plea.sure  of  attending  a  meeting  of  your  Society  before 
the  end  of  mani-  years,  and  wishing  you  health  and  success. 
I  remain  faithfully  yours, 

A,  L.  Chetl.vin. 

Washington.  D.  C,  Xavi-mbrr  2.  ISH!}. 
John  M.  Harlan,  Est^;, 

Ckaiyman  Committfe  ok  THvHaiions.  He,  etc..  Loui-ivl/li:  h'y.  : 
Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  invitation  to  attend  the  annual 
reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  and  the  Cavalry  Corps 
ol'  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  and  regret  that  I  will  not  be  able 
to  be  present  on  that  interesting  occasion. 
With  sincere  regard",  I 


Washington,  November  II.  ISiifi. 

lli.N.JoKM  M.   IlARLAV, 

Ciairman  Commillee  on  Iiivilalions: 

Sir: — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  15th  ultimo,  inviting  me.  on  behalf 
of  the  committee,  to  attend  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee  and  the  Cavalry  Corps  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mis* 
i-sippi.  to  be  held  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  the  17th  and  l3th  instant. 

I  beg  to  return  to  yourself  and  the  committee  my  sincere  thanks  for  this 
flattering  recognition  of  my  syoipatliy  with  the  deeply  interesting  e^■ellt   to 
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vrhtch  jou  allude.  Mj  oHicial  engagements  here  will  deprive  me  or  the 
pleasure  of  accepting  jour  invitation,  but  in  gplrit,  and  in  earnest  appreciation 
and  graterul  remembrance,  I  will  be  with  the  Burvivors  of  the  noble  armj-  to 
which  you  refer,  and  who  have  made  fof  themselveB  an  imperishable  fecord  of 
valor  and  patliotism. 

Very  reRpcclfuUj-,  your  obedient  servant, 


Davtos,  Ohio,  Novrmbtr  9,  1869, 
(Jenerai.  Jno.  M.  Haki-AN, 

CiairmaH  Committer  on  InvilatioHs: 
Gbnbral; — A  protracted  absence  has  prevented  an  earlier  reply  lo  your 
kind  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  lo  be  held  at  Louisville  on  the  17th  instant. 

I  assure  jou  nothing  could  gi^■e  me  greater  pleasure  than  to  meet  my  former 
comrades  of  that  grand  old  army,  the  men  with  whom  1  stood  at  Shiloh, 
■Mission  Ridge,  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  at  Nashville;  and  if  it  is  pos- 
sible I  will  attend  the  approaching  meeting.  Should  it  be  impossible  for  me 
to  be  present,  I  beg  you  will  assure  our  assembled  comrades  that  I  will  be  -vith 
them  in  the  most  cordial  sympathy  and  the  warmest  fraternal  feelings. 
Pray  greet  them  for  me  individually  and  collectively. 

Very  truly,  your  friend  and  late  comrade-in-arms, 

Th.  J.  Wood. 
Major- CeHeral  U.  S.  A. 

llE.\Dq.V,\llTERS  Mlt-tTABV  DlVIBlOX  OF  THE  ATLANTIC,    ) 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Nozvmber  1,  1369.  ) 

3. .lis  M.  Harlan. 

CkairmaK  Committee  OB  /nvHatioat,  I.OBhvll/e,  /Cy,; 
Dear  Sir:— I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15th 
(iltlmo,  inviting  me  to  attend  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
to  be  held  on  the  i8th  instant,  to  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  com- 
pliment paid  me,  and  to  exprest.  my  extreme  regret  that  my  public  and  private 
engagements  will  not  permit  my  being  present. 

Very  respcctfiilly  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  G.  Meaiik. 
Major-drneral  U.  S.  A. 

MOBOKES',  yoivmher  i,  ISGS. 
(iESERALj.M.  Harlan. 

Ckairmaa  Commitler  Oa  Ittvil,ilioti.<: 

Genkral: — I  have  the  pleanure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  most 

<:<>urteous  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the 

Army  of  the  Tennessee  and  the  Ca\'alry  Corps  of  the  Military   Division  of 

tile  MississippL     I  regret  extremely  that  business  engagemenls  will  render  it 
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impossible  for  me  to  avail  nivseir  of  your  kind  invitation,  for  which  I  beg  to 
offer  my  warmest  thanks- 

With  my  cordial  wishes  for  the  complete  miccch  of  the  reunion,  and  the 
continued  pTO»perily  of  the  two  Societies. 

I  am.  most  truly  yourv, 

Geo.  B.  McCullan. 

St.  Pail.  Minn.,  Xovtmhfr  8.  1869. 
To  Gkm.:R;\lJoiiv  M.  Harlan. 

Ciairmaw  Commi/ler  oh  Iitt'italioss  ; 
General; — Your  communication  of  October  35th.  inviting  me  to  be  present 
on  ttie  occasion  of  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Societies  of  the  "Army  of  tht 
Tennessee  "  and  the  Cavalry  Corps  ofthe  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
to  be  held  at  Louisville.  Kentitcky,  on  the  17th  instant,  has  been  received. 

I  regret  that  it  will  not  be  convenient  for  me  to  accept  the  courteous  invita- 
tion which  you  have  so  politely  conveyed.  I  beg,  however,  to  state,  that  it 
would  afford  me  real  pleanure  to  meet  the  gentlemen  assemUed  from  these 
renowned  bodies  of  troops,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  their  meeting  may  be 
as  happy  as  their  valor  in  the  field  was  distinguished. 

1  am  truly  tour  obedient  servant. 

WiNFiELD  S.  Hancock. 

Major-  Gmeral. 

Statk  of  Indiana,  ExBCfxivE  DEPAftTMEi^T.  t 

Ikdianapolcb,  Novembers.  1869.  ) 

Colonel JoHv  M.  IIarlas. 

Ckalrman  CommitUe  of  Invitnliont: 
Dear  Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  kind  com- 
munication of  the  1st  instant,  inviting  me  to  attend  the  annual  reunion  of  the- 
Society  of  the  Anny  of  the  Tennessee  and  the  Cavalry  Corps  of  the  Miss- 
issippi Division,  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  on  the  17th  and  iSth  day 
of  the  present  month. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  for  yourself,  and  the  committee  over  which  you  preside. 
my  profound  thanke  for  (he  honor  of  the  invitation,  with  the  assurance  that  it 
will  afford  me  much  pleasure  to  attend  the  reunion,  unless  prevented  by  other 
engagements,  which  I  fear  will  be  the  case.  Whether  1  sbail  be  able  to  be  with 
you  or  not.  you  will  have  my  best  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  your  assocLition 
and  for  the  success  of  the  approaching  reunion. 

I  ila^■c  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Conrad  Baker. 

Sew  York  City,  363  West  28th  Street,  Noiembtr  13,  JS60. 
Ge.nkralJno.  M.  Harlan, 

ChaifiaaM  Committee  of  lavilalioHS! 
Dear   Sir: — Your  polite  invitation  to  attend   the  annual   reunion  of  the 
Anny  ofthe  Tennessee  has  been  received.     1  regret  extremely  private  business 
prevents  me  from  accepting. 

Very  respectfully, 

Schuyler  Hamilton, 
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New  York,  ^,'ovrmbel■  10.  IStS.I. 
GeneralJno.  M.  Harlan. 

Chairmait  Committee  on  iHvitatians,  LemifvilU,  A'v.; 
My  Dbar  Gbnxral:— It  ia  with  regret  that  I  find  mvse  If  obliged  to  decline 
vour  kind  invitntion  to  the  "annual  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
and  the  Cavalry  Corps  of  the  Militarv  Division  of  the  Mississippi,"  on  the 
17th  and  iSth  instaat,  but  my  business  arrangemenls  for  the  month  arc  or  such 
a  nature  as  to  demand  my  personal  attention  here. 

Thanking  you  for  the  remembrance,  and  with  hearty  good  wishes  for  a 
pleasant  reunion  with  your  old  comrades, 

I  am  very  trvly  vours. 

A.  E.  BUBNSIDE. 

Brbvoukt  Hot-SE,  New  York  City,  Xovrmber  j,  iSii'j. 
John  M.  Harlan. 

Chairman  ef  CeminiUte  «n  InvitatioHt: 
Dear   SiRr — Your  polite  invitation  to  attend  the  .-innual  reunion  of  Ihe 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cavalry  Corps  of  the  Military 
Division  of  the  Mississippi,  to  be  held  in   Louisville,  on   the  17th  and   18th 
instant,  is  received. 

It  would  afford  me  sincere  pleasure  to  meet  my  gallant  companions- in-arnis 
on  the  occasion  of  their  reunion,  but  I  fear  that  the  state  of  my  health  will 
deprive  me  of  that  pleasure. 

Verv  respeclfuHv  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  Hooker. 
Mxiior-GfHeral. 


■OH  iHvifatimia  Satirty  Army  of  lie  TrHHeisar: 
SiW:— I  regret  that  1  shall  not  be  able  to  attend  Ihe  reunion  of  the  Society  of 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  and  the  Cavalry  Corps  of  the  MissiKsippi  Division, 
to  be  held  at  Louisville  on  the  I7lh  and  i8th  of  this  month.  I  was  present  at 
the  last  reunion  of'the  Society  at  Chicago,  and  the  best  wisli  I  can  expresH  for 
the  association  is.  that  the  reunion  at  Louisville  may  be  as  successful  in  all 
respects  as  the  one  which  I  attended  last  year. 
Thanking  you  for  the  honor  of  the  invitation, 

I  remain  very  reepeclfullv. 

R.B.  Haves. 

Treasi-ry  Departmemt.  .V,i:v'i«Vf  ,.',  1S''.9. 
JoKN  M.  Harlan,  Esq., 

Lonhvil/e.  Kr»turtr: 
Sir: — While  it  would  give  me  pleasure  to  accept  your  invitation  to  attend 
the  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  and  of  the 
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Cavalry  Corps  of  the  Military  DivUian  oTthe  MississipiM,  on  the  17th  and  18th 

InKtant,  I  am  compelled  br  the  pressure  of  my  public  dudes  here  to  decline. 

\Kty  respect  rully, 

Geo.  S.  Eovtwell, 

Nbw  York.  XovtmherG,  ISS9- 
CoLost-L  Jons  M.  HarI-a^, 

CiairmoM,  ttr.: 
Cul.iiNeL; — Admiral  ("arragiil.  being  stilt  confined  to  hisnmmb)'  the  recent 
tevere  illnesi  contracted  in  Chicago,  requests  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  favor,  inviting  him  "lo  attend  the  annivercan.-  reunion  of  the  Society  ot' 
the  Army  of  the  Tenneuee  and  the  Cavalry  Corps  of  the  Mititaiy  Division 
of  the  MiMiisippi,"  to  be  held  in  yo'^rcity  on  the  17th  and  iSth  instant. 

For  this  reason,  he  regrets  exceedingly  that  it  witl  not  be  in  his  power  to  be 
present  on  that  most  pileasont  occasion,  btit  lu  expresses  the  hope  that  your 
reunion  may  he.  in  all  respect*,  most  happy  and  auspicious,  and  promotive  of 
that  congeniality  of  rellowthip  which  should  alwai's  exist  between  those  so  long 
associated  tc^cther  on  the  field  of  bottle  and  in  the  trials  of  campaign  life. 
I  am  sir.  veri-  truly  and  respeclfiilly, 

jAMEt  E.MOSTUOMERV. 
Sftrftary,  etc.,  for  Admiral  Farragni. 

St.  Loiis.  Mo..  Xovrmbtr  10,  186U. 
Gexekal  Joir.v  M.  Harlan, 

Ckairmitn  Commilire  on  /nvilatians,  iMuinillc,  Ky.: 
General: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
invitation  to  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
and  the  Cavalry  Corps  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  at  Louisville, 
November  17th  and  18th  instant. 

1  regret  exceedingly  my  inability  to  attend  and  the  deprivation  in  not  meeting 
St  this  reunion  the  oKicers  of  that  grand  old  army  whose  past  deeds  fill  us  with 
so  much  respect  and  admiration. 

With  many  thanks  for  the  compliment  you  pay  me. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

John  W.  Tikseh, 
Brez'cl  Major-deneral  U.  S.  A. 

Colonel  J.  M.  Harlan, 

LoaisvUU: 
Dear  Sir: — Your  favor  of  the  J5th  ultimo,  inviting  me  to  attend  the  annual 
reunion  of  the  Society  of  tlie  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  etc.,  has  been  received. 
I  regret  that  my  enga^ments  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  prevent  me  from 
accepting  the  kind  invitation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Sloclm. 
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MoxTOOMBBY  Coi-NTV,  Md.,  November  8,  1869. 


Dbar  General:— I  am  deepiv  grateful  for  the  honor  done  mc  by  the 
invitation  rou  communicated  on  the  Z5th  ultimo,  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
Society  of  the  Armv  of  the  Tennessee  and  the  Ca^■alry  Corps  of  the  Military 
Division  of  Mississippi  on  the  i^lh  and  iSth  instant. 

I  had  hoped  till  to-day  that  my  engagements  here  would  have  permitted  me 
to  witness  this  reunion:  but  I  am  disappointed. 

I  am  sure  it  will  be  a  most  interesting  occasion.  The  gathering  of  so  many 
of  those  who  were  so  long  associated  in  peril  and  in  toil  to  preserve  the  Union 
founded  and  consecrated  h\-  the  blood  of  our  revolutionary  sires  is  an  occasion 
which  must  revive  and  aid  in  perpetuating  the  best  feelings  of  our  nature. 

I  should  be  glad  atFO  to  revisit  my  native  State,  where  I  have  still  many 
friends,  and  though  some  of  them  were  lately  arrayed  against  us,  I  should  hope 
to  meet  all  of  them  now  as  my  friends  and  friends  among  themselves  again. 

M.  Blair. 

Frankfort,  Kekticky,  A'arrmier  10,  1869. 
John  M.  Haklas',  Esq.. 

Ciairittiiit  Cammillfe  om  Infflaliont,  Society  Array  Tenn.,  Louisville: 
Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  kind  invitation 
"  to  attend  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
and  the  Cavalry  Corps  ol  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,"  held  in 
Louisville,  on  the  17th  and  i8th  instant,  and  to  accept  the  same  with  much 
pleasure. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Watson, 

l.ifulenani  Commander  U.  S.  Navy. 

Post  Office  Department.  ) 

WasHISUTON,  !>.  C.  November  i,  186!).   f 
John  M.  Harlan-,  Esq,: 

Dear  Sir: — The  Postmaster  General  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
invitation  to  attend  the  "annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,"  and  the  " Caialry   Corps  of  the   Military   Division  of  the 

Mr.  Creswell  directs  me  to  thank  you  for  the  courtesy  extended  to  him,  and 
to  assure  you  that  it  would  he  a  greit  gratification  to  him  to  be  with  you  on 
the  17th  and  18th,  hut  important  public  duties  render  it  necessary  for  him  to 
remain  in  Washington. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

Geo,  E.  Gambrill. 
Serrttary  to  Postmaster  General. 
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Cincinnati,  ytvtmber  10.  1369. 
GbnbralJohn  M.  Harlan: 

DsAR  Silt: — Your  kind  invitation  to  the  reunion  at  Louisville  has   been 
received;  but  1  tliink  I  can  not  spare  time  to  go.     It  would  gite  me  great 
pleaoure,  but  1  am  too  buav.     Present  my  kindest  wisliefl  to  the  brethren. 
Very  trulj', 

Dl-rbtn  Ward. 


DECORATIONS. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  Arrangements  provided  ample 
hall  room  for  the  Society  in  all  its  needs.  The  Gait  House  having 
been  selected  as  headquarters,  and  the  Bpacious  gentlemen's  parlor 
assigned  as  the  business  and  committee  room,  and  the  banquet 
was  given  in  the  dining  hall.  Both  of  these  rooms  are  so  well 
embellished  that  but  little  decoration  was  needed.  In  the  former 
were  a  few  paintings  of  our  distinguished  Generals,  and  a  feu' 
flags  tastefully  arranged;  in  the. latter  there  were  only  flags. 

Weisiger  Hall  was  secured  in  which  to  hold  the  business  meet- 
ings of  the  Society,  and  any  other  meetings  that  should  be 
necessary.  This  hall  was  superbly  and  beautifully  decorated. 
Suspended  from  the  ceiling  and  gallery  was  a  profusion  of  our 
national  colors,  interspersed  with  regimental,  brigade,  division 
and  corps  flags.  On  the  walls  and  space  of  the  gallery  of  the 
auditorium  were  hung  the  names  of  Belmont,  Pea  Ridge,  Island 
lo,  Donclson,  Shitoh,  Vicksburg,  Corinth,  luka,  Atlanta,  and 
manyothcrs  marked  in  history  as  places  where  our  army  vindi- 
cated the  nation's  honor  and  were  crowned  with  victory.  There 
were  other  names,  C  F.  Smith,  W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  Crocker. 
Fairchild,  Bowers,  Ransom,  wreathed  in  evergreen,  indicative  of 
their  lasting  fame,  and  that  they  are  always  tirst  in  the  memory  of 
their  comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

Tlic  stage  was  also  handsomely  adorned.  At  the  rear  was  a 
military  camp  on  canvas,  in  front  stacks  of  guns  and  flags.  On 
the  sides  were  the  names.  Grant,  Sherman,  McPherson,  Howard 
and  Logan,  in  evergreen;  to  the'  right  a  portrait  of  President 
Lincoln,  and  left,  one  of  General  Rawlins,  draped  in  mourning. 

The  President's  chair  was  draped  in  mourning,  and  immediately 
above  it  was  suspended  on  a  banntr,  "Let  us  meet  together  and 
have  a  good  time,"  the  words  of  our  late  and  lamented  Rawlins. 

Flags  were  hung  in   festoons  throughout  the  hall,  the  whole 
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decoration  producing  a  most  beautiful  effect  the  evening  when 
the  orators  delivered  their  addresses,  difficult  to  properly  describe, 
und  suffice  it  to  say,  that  all  who  attended  the  meeting  were 
pleased  and  very  much  gratified  with  the  ap.pcarance. 

Many  were  the  compliments  bestowed   upon  the  work  of  the 
decorating  committee. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Our  late  President,  General  Rawlins,  after  selecting  Louisville 
as  the  place  of  holding  this  reunion,  also  selected  the  Executive 
Committee  to  conduct  the  same,  and  through  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  announced  it  to  the  members,  on  the  31st  day  of  July, 
1869,  to  consist  of  the  following  members: 

Colonel  B.  II.  Bristow,  Colonel  A.  H.  Markland,  General  E.  H. 
Murray,  General  W.  Q.  Gresham,  Colonel  J.  T.  McQuiddy,  Sur- 
geon D.  W.  Voyles,  Colonel  James  Keigwyn,  General  A.  Hicken- 
looper,  General  D.  W.  Lindsay,  Colonel  R.  Kel ley.  Captain  Harry 
Gile,  Colonel  Tliomas  E.  Bramlette,  General  W.  T.  Ward,  Col- 
onel M.  C.  Garbcr,  General  McGinnis,  General  Ben.  Spooner, 
General  W.  J.  Landrum,  Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton.  General  J.  T. 
Cnistton,  Colonel  J.  Mason  Brown. 

Subsequently  General  James  B.  Fry  and  Major  J.  M.  Wright 
were  added  to  the  committee. 

So  many  of  the  members  of  the  committee  as  could  be  present 
held  a  meeting  on  the  1st  of  September,  and  organized  by  the 
selection  of  Colonel  Thomas  E.  Bramlette  as  chairman  of  the 
committee,  and  General  Landrum  as  secretary. 

The  object  of  organizing  the  committee  being  to  arrange  for  its 
work,  the  chairman  selected,  in  view  of  that  purpose,  as  follows: 

General  Eli  II.  Murray,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

(Jeneral  J.  B.  Fry.  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on   Reception. 

Colonel  B.  II.  Bristow,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments. 

Colonel  A.  H.  Markland,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Transportation  and  Printing. 

Colonel  Schoonmaker,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Decora- 
tions. 
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Colonel  G.  C.  Wharton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ban- 
quet. 

These  gentlemen  were  delegated  to  make  their  own  selections 
of  assistants  to  complete  the  various  committees  of  arrangements. 

On  the  22d  of  September  the  Executive  Committee  was  again 
convened  by  special  call,  and  at  this  meeting  the  suh-committees 
were  announced  as  follows: 

Committee  on  Finance: — Generals  E.  H.  Murray  and  E.  II. 
Hobson;  Colonels  E.  L.  Motlev,  John  P.  Hulce.  R.  M.  Kellev. 
John  T.  McQu'ddy  ""d  Shuler^  Major  J.  A.  P.  Glore,  and  Cap- 
tains  Lewis  Buckncr  and  Thomas  Speed. 

Committee  of  Reception: — General  J.  B.  Fry,  Genera!  D.  W. 
Lindsay,  General  R.  O.  Tyler,  General  John  T.  Croxton,  Colonel 
W.  E.  Hobson,  Colonel  R.  V.  Scott,  Major  J.  M.  Wright.  Major 
J.  P.  Martin  and  Captain  C.  A.  Whittier. 

Committee  of  General  Atrangenicnts : — Colonel  B.  II.  Bristow. 
General  A.  Hickenlooper,  General  E.  H.  Murray,  Colonel  John 
H.  Ward.  General  D.  W.  Lindsay,  Colonel  J.  P.  Martin,  Major  J. 
M.  Wright,  W.  A.  Meriwether  and  Captain  E.  M.  Johnstone. 

Committee  of  Transportation  and  Printing: — Colonel  A.  H. 
Markland,  Colonel  Frank  Harris  and  Captain  A.  M.  Sherley,  of 
Louisville:  General  Joseph  F.  Boyd,  of  Memphis,  Tennessee: 
General  W.  E.  Strong,  of  Chicago.  Illinois:  Colonel  E.  M.  Joel, 
of  St,  Louis,  Missouri,  and  Major  J.  D.  Walker,  of  Nashville. 
Tennessee. 

Committee  of  Decoration: — Colonel  J.  M.  Sclioonmakcr,  Col- 
one!  G.  C.  Wharton.  Colonel  Andrew  Cowan.  Colonel  Chcrr. 
Major  C.  H.  J.  Allen.  Major  BuHcr,  Captain  Lewis  Buckncr,  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Speed.  Captain  E.  P.  Wilson  and  Captain  C.  C. 
Adams. 

Banquet  Committee : — Colonel  (1.  C.  Wharton,  Colonel  R.  M. 
Kellev.  Colonel  John  Mason  Brown.  Colonel  J.  M.  Schoonmaker. 
Colonel  Thomas  B.  Fairleigh,  Colonel  Andrew  Cowan.  Colonel 
Robert  Scott,  Major  Charles  H.  J.  Allen  and  Captains  E.  P. 
Wilson  and  C.  C.  Adams. 

These  constituted  all  the  committees,  and  they  were  fully  em- 
powered to  conduct  their  diffei-ent  charges. 
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The  Executive  Committee  also  considered  other  matters  in  con- 
nection with  the  interests  of  the  Society,  and  passed  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions: 

Whereas,  subsequently  to  the  call  of  the  meeting  for  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  holden  in  the  city  of 
Louisville,  November  17,  1869,  its  President,  the  distinguished  and 
deeply -lamented  CJcneral  John  A.  Rawlins,  has  departed  this  life, 
therefore  be  it 

Reiohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  and  Decora- 
tions be  instructed  to  prepare  sncb  commemorative  decorations  as 
will  appropriately  testify  the  esteem  and  affection  in  which  the 
memory  of  the  illustrious  deceased  is  held. 

Resolved.  That  General  Eli  Parker  be  and  is  hereby  invited  to 
deliver  an  eulogy  on  the  life,  character  and  services  of  the  lamented 
deceased  President  of  this  Society,  Major-General  John  A.  Raw- 
lins, and  that  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  be  directed  to 
communicate  this  request  to  General  Parker. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  be  and  arc 
hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  extend  special  invitations  to  be 
present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, on  the  17th  of  November,  and  the  banquet  to  be  given  by 
the  Society,  to  such  officers  of  the  regular  army  and  late  volunteer 
service  as  the  said  committee  may  see  proper. 

The  duties  of  an  Executive  Committee  are  indeed  anything  but 
light  or  pleasant.  To  properly  care  for  a  reunion,  active,  diligent  and 
untiring  labor  i.s  called  for,  and  in  the  present  instance  has  been 
exceedingly  well  performed.  Specially  to  those  gentlemen  resi- 
dent in  Louisville  are  our  thanks  due.  To  their  associates, 
forming  the  different  committees,  we  are  also  indebted,  and  they 
are  fully  entitled  to  the  recognition  that  was  given  their  work. 
Many  of  them  served  in  other  armies  than  our  own.  Their  labors 
were  demonstrative  of  the  very  kind  feeling  borne  bv  the  differ- 
ent societies  toward  each  other. 

(ieneral  Murrav  conducted  the  affairs  of  Knancc  to  a  complete 
success,  and  by  his  request  a  handsome  sum  was  contributed  by  our 
friends  for  our  entertainment.  Colonel  Wharton,  in  charge  of  the 
banquet,  proved  himself  a  host,  providing  most  superbly,  and.  as 
inany  attested,  a  dinner  second  to  none,  giving  entire  satisfaction. 
Colonel  Schoonniaker  brought  to  his  aid  such  men,  and  devoted 
hus  own  efforts  in  such  manner  that  his  decoration  of  our  mcct- 
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ed  forth  npproval  from  all  persons,  and  attested  his 
;lligencc.  Their  work  spoke  eloquently  for  their  labor, 
rkland  Conducted  the  matter  of  transportation,  secur- 

rates  for  all  in  attendance,  and  to  entire  satisfaction, 
this  feature,  but  at  any  point  where  he  could  be  use- 
led  his  time  and  etTorts  for  a  successful  issue.  General 
8  associates    of  the    Committee   of    Reception    were 

attentive  to  the  invited  guests  and  our  members, 
stow,  of  the  genera!  Committee  of  Arrangements, 
•ociatcs,  were  untiring  in  their  etforts  to  the  end  of  a 
summation;    and    Colonel    Harlan,   in    charge    of  the 

complimentary  invitation  branch,  conducted  a  volu- 
'espondcncc,   and  as  well  as  others  rendered  us  much 

not  properly  belonging  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
aK  been  customary,  heretofore,  when  publishing  the 

in  report  form,  to  include  descriptions  of  the  banquet, 
and  work  of  the  executive  and  other  committees,  and 
:  in  this  publication  in  compliment  to  members  who 
e  present,  and  in  justice  to  our  various  committees. 
'  we  arc  so  much  indebted  that  I  take  the  responsibil- 
[  them  special  notice.  Too  much  praise  can  not  be 
em.  and  we  should  render  all  we  can  {it  is  certainly 
ind  1  think  1  am  safe  in  saying  that  the  members  of 
Appreciate  their  work. 

L.  M.  Dayton, 
Recording  Secretary. 
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Armetrong,  W.  F^  CapMin,  Hillgborough,  IIL 

Allen,  Jr.,  David,  Captain.  St.  Louis.  Ma 

Andre,  M..  CaiAain,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Abbott,  George.  Major,  St.  I-oui&,  Mo. 

Audenried,  J.  C,  Colonel,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Alexander,  I~  F..  Captain,  La  Salle,  HI. 

Andrews,  C.  C,  Geaerat.  St.  Cloud,  Mion. 

Andel.  C.  Captain.  Belleritle,  11L 

Adams,  A.,  Sui^on. 

AUen,  F.  S.,  Lieutenant. 

Adams,  C.  II.,  Lieu  tenant- Colonel.  Chicago,  IIL 

Arndl,  A.  F.  R.,  Major,  Detroit,  Mieh. 

Arnold,  J.  A.,  Major,  Joliet,  111. 

Allan,  G.  M..  Captain. 

Averill,  John  T.,  General. 

Andrews,  W.  D.  E.,  CapUin.  Rockford,  III. 

Alexander,  j,  1.,  Colonel,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

Bonner.  Frank,  Lieutenant. 
Buckland.  R.  P„  General,  Fremont,  Ohio. 
Belknap.  W.  W.,  General.  Washington,  D.  C- 
Bleiti,  John,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 
Banks.  J.  C,  Lieutenant,  Antwerp.  Ohio. 
Baldwin,  W.  H.,  General.  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 
Bonner,  S.  P..  Surgeon,  Cincinnati.  Ohio- 
Bain.  William.  Chicago,  III. 
Buchanan.  R..  Colonel,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Bruce.  John.  Colonel,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 
Brinck,  W.  F.,  Major,  SI.  Louis,  Mo. 
Brookman.J.  B..  Lieutenant.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Baily,  G.  W.,  Captain.  St.  Louis,  Mo, 
Brewster.  W.  B.,  Captain,  St  Louis.  Mo. 
Barrett.  S.  E.,  Major,  Chicago,  III. 
Blair,  F.  P..  General.  St.  Louis  Mo. 
Ba^s,  James,  Surgeon,  Ontario,  Ohio. 
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Baily.  W.  N„  Surgeon.  Plvmouth,  Ind. 

Biihv  A^  Captain,  Iowa  Citj'.  Iowa. 

Bames.  J.  W..  Major,  Warsaw,  HI. 

Blizzard,  A.  C,  Lieutenant,  Milton,  Iowa. 

Bohn,  A.  v..  Major,  Daj-ton,  Ohio. 

Btackbum,  E.  C,  Captain,  Chfcago,  IlL 

Senson.  H.  H.,  Captain,  Muscatine,  Iowa. 

Borland.  J.  J.,  Lieulenanl,  Chicago,  III. 

Baiber.J.,  Adjutant.  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Bunev,  S.  T.,  General,  Urbana,  Ohio. 

Black.  C..  General.  ChampaJ;^  III. 

Boggis.  Jame>  >I  ,  Captain,  Toledo.  Ohio. 

Barnum,  W,  L..  Colonel,  Chicago.  III. 

Bracket.  G.  B.,  Captain,  Denmaric.  Iowa. 

Barto.  A..  Captain,  Geneva,  Kane  Co.,  III. 

Butler.  E.  G.,  Lieutenant. 

Busse.  O.  A.,  Captain.  Chicajfo.  111. 

Binnett,  T.  W..  General,  Richmond,  Ind. 

Barre,  M.  M..  General,  Qjiincj,  III. 

Burnet,  S.  J.,  Captain,  Warrcnsburg,  Mo. 

Bigelow.  E.  IL.  Captain,  Chicaijo.  III. 

Baker.  S.  R.,  Lieu  tenant -Colonel.  Peoria.  III. 

Benton.  T.  M..  Lieutenant. 

Bodkin.  W.  W„  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Chicago,  III. 

Bui.se,  F.  C,  Captain,  Chicago.  IlL 

Bird,  II.  P..  Lieutenant,  Menekaune,  Wis. 

Bryan,  O.  M..  Surgeon,  Sjcamore,  III. 

Bcath.  C.  L..  Captain.  McLean,  111. 

Barlow.  W.  II..  Captain,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Bloomfield.  I.  J.,  General,  Bloomington,  III. 

Bell.  J.  B,.  Major. 

Burton.  Thomas,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 

Baker.  J.  B..  Captain.  Dwight.  111. 

Blandon,  L.,  General,  Harvard.  III. 

Buchanan,  R.  W..  Lieutenant,  Ottawa,  111. 

BniKh.  C.  II.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Ottawa,  111. 

Bowen,J.  II..  Captain.  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 

Bowman,  S.  M.,  General.  N,  Y.  Citv. 

Bnice,  M.,  Colonel. 

Barlow.  A..  CapUin. 

Boj'den,  .\.  H..  Major,  Chicago,  III. 

Briftow.  B.  II.,  Colonel,  Louisville,  K*. 

Brucker,  M.,  Major,  (Surgeon).  Trov.  Ind- 

Binghani.  J.  D.,  General.  Detroit.  .Mich. 

Campbell.  S.,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Coleman,  D.  C,  Colonel.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Cadle.  C..  Jr..  Colonel,  Monlgomcrj',  Ala. 
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Cavender,  J.  S.,  Colonel,  St,  Louis,  Mo. 

Creamer,  F.  M,,  Colonel,  Moulton,  Ala. 

Coates,  J.  tl..  Colonel,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Campbell.  A.  H.,  Bath,  III. 

Colcord.  J.  P.,  Lieutenant,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Carle,  C.  Major,  Tamaroa,  III. 

Cooverdale,  Robert,  Captain,  Circleville,  O. 

Castle,  George  E.,  Captain,  Cairo,  III. 

Corse,  J.  M.,  General,  Chicago,  III. 

Carper,  L.,  Assistant  Adjutant -General,  Burlington,  la. 

Curtiss,  J.  S.,  Captain.  Chicago,  III. 

Cunningham,  C.  II.,  Captain. 

Coon,  D.  E.,  General,  Selma,  Ala. 

Colby.  Enoch,  Lieutenant,  Taj-lorsville.  III. 

Cole,  F.  W.,  Lieutenant,  Springfield.  III. 

Cheeney.  S.  C.  Lieutenant,  Munroe,  WIe. 

Campbell,  R.  M..  Captain,  Monmouth,  III. 

Coates,  J.  11-,  Captain. 

Carpenter,  W.  R..  Major,  New  York. 

Cody,  W.  F.,  Surgeon,  Lafayette.  Ind. 

Clark.  George  R,,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chicago,  111. 

Cook,  John,  General,  SpringReld,  III. 

Callahan,  C.  N.,  Major.  3rd  U.  S.  Artillery, 

Callender,  B.  M.,  Captain,  Chicago.  111. 

Chrietencen,  Ch.,  Major,  Oskosch,  Wis. 

Clark.  W.  A..  Captain.  West  Liberty,  Iowa. 

Chadwlck,  C.  C.  Captain,  Columbus  Centre,  O. 

Cochran.  M.  B.,  Surgeon,  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Carr,  W.  H.,  Captain,  Qjiincy,  III. 

Case,  Charles,  Captain,  Waukecgan,  III. 

Craib.  Wm.  E.,  Lieutenant.  Chicago,  III. 

Cooley,  C.  G.,  Captain.  Chicago,  III. 

Clough,  David,  Lieutenant. 

Cowles.  II.  R,.  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Washington.  Iowa. 

Cooper.  E.  II.,  Major.  Joliet.  III. 

Crane.  J.  L..  Chaplain,  Springfield,  III. 

Cutler,  John  F.,  Adjutant,  Cleveland,  O. 

Corning,  A.,  Captain,  Cairo,  III. 

Carskeidden,  D.,  Colonel, 

Callender.  F.  D.,  General,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Campbell,  J.  C,  Captain. 

Crowell,  R.  C,  Major,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Colby,  George  W.,  Captain,  Selma,  Ala. 

Cavins,  A.  G.,  Colonel.  Bloomfield. 

Clark,  G.  W.,  Colonel.  (Bvt.  Brig.),  Dee  Moines.  Iowa. 

Conder,  S.  B.  A.,  Lieutenant.  Orleans,  Ind. 

Dawes,  E.  C,  Major,  Cincinnati,  O. 
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Douglas,  J.  C,  Captain.  Zanesville,  O. 
Dunn.  Hugh,  CapUin,  Zane«ville.  O. 
Dodds,  O.  J.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Cincinnati.  O. 
Dayton,  L.  M„  Colonel,  I".  S.  A. 
De  GrcGS.  Frank,  Captain,  Washington.  D.  C. 
Deimling.  F.  C,  Colonel,  Virginia  Citv.  Mont. 
Davis.  H.  M.,  Captain,  SanU  Fe.  New  Mex. 
Dwight.  H.  O.,  Lieutenant.  Northampton.  Maxs. 
Dickerson.  Joseph,  Captain.  Cadiz.  Ohio. 
Doj'lc.  M,  .\,.  Lieutenant,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Dickev.  T.  L..  Colonel,  Springfield,  III. 
De  Gres*.  J.  C,  Captain.  L'.  S.  A. 
Durham.  J.  B..  Captain.  Kankakee.  111. 
Derick«on,  R.  P..  Captain.  Chicago,  III. 
Duncan.  L.  A..  Major,  Nile*.  Mich. 
Dean.  II.  II..  Colonel.  Rockford.  III. 
Dement.  H.  D.,  Lieutenant,  Dixon.  III. 
Dunn.  Jr..  W.  M.,  Captain.  Detroit,  Mich. 
Dver,  D.  P..  Colonel.  Louisiana.  Mo. 
Doi%e.  G.  M.,  General.  Council  BluSe.  la. 
Duncan.  E,  A„  Surgeon.  Vicksburg.  Miss. 

Eaton.  C.  G.,  General.  Clvde,  O. 

Evan«.  R.  N'..  Major.  Bloomington.  III. 

Ewing.  Cha«.,  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Eierest.  J.  G..  Captain.  Geneva.  111. 

Elliott.  J.  II..  Colonel.  Princeton.  III. 

Erekin.  A..  Colonel.  Chicago,  III. 

Everts.  L.  H..  Major,  Geneva,  Kane  Countv.  III. 

Everts.  J..  Lieutenant.  Yorkville,  III. 

Egteston.  E.  L..  Lieutenant.  Litchfield.  Mich. 

Ewing.  II,  A..  Lieutenant. 

Essrager,  B.,  Captain. 

Emnierson,  G.  W,,  Colonel,  Chicago.  III. 

Eddv.  N..  Colonel.  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Emerv.  C,  F.,  Captain.  * 

Eldridge,  H.  N.,  General,  Chicago,  III. 

Engert.  S,,  Lieutenant. 

Edwards,  S.  R.,  Lieutenant. 

Everett,  E„  Surgeon,  C^iincy.  III. 

Edwards.  A.  W..  Major.  Ca'riinville.  Ill, 

Ellis.  G,  II,.  Lieutenant,  Wilmington,  O. 

Frv.J.  C.  Colonel;  Sidnev,  Ohio, 
Fa irchild.  Cass ius.  General.  Milwaukee.  Wis. 
Ford.  George  E.,  Colonel.  Philadelphia.  Pa. 
Force,  M.  F..  General.  Cincinnati.  O. 
Franklin,  E.  C,  Major,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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Flad,  I(.  C,  Colonel.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

F'isher,  C.  W.,  Colonel,  Ottumwa,  U. 

Fox,  F.  W.,  Captain,  St.  LouiB,  Mo. 

Forbis.  William,  Colonel.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Flint,  M.  R.,  Captain,  Shipman,  III. 

Fitch.  J.  A.,  Major,  Chicago,  111. 

Fletcher.  T.  C,  Colonel,  St.  Louis  Mo. 

Foote,  W.  E.,  Surgeon,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Farev,  R.  B.,  Captain,  Lamoille,  III. 

FiRe,  J.  R..  Lieutenant.  Magnolia.  III. 

Ferry,  W.  M.,  Lieutenant- Colonel,  Grand  Haven,  Mich. 

Frowe,  S.  S.,  Captain.  Springfield,  III. 

Fisher,  F.  P.,  Lieutenant.  Chicago,  111. 

Fearing.  B.  D,.  General.  Cincinnati,  O. 

Fabrique.  A.  II.,  Major.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Fuller,  J.  W..  General,  Toledo.  O. 

Fox.  J.  H.C.,  CapUin. 

Ferrier.  T.  E.,  Lieutenant. 

Foster,  J.  T.,  Colonel,  Chicago,  III. 

Frick.  C.  A.,  Captain.  Keithsburg,  III. 

Fisk,  C.  B. ,  General,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Foster,  J.  S.,  Captain,  Amelia.  Ohio. 

KonI,  M..  Captain. 

Foster.  J.  A.  W..  Captain.  Evanaville.  Ind. 

Foot,  G.  L.,  Lieutenant 'Colonel,  Lacon,  111. 

Funkc,  Otto,  Colonel.  Peoria.  111. 

Felton,  Charles,  Lieutenant.  Chicago,  111. 

Fallows,  Samuel,  General,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Fry,  T.  W.,  Colonel,  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Flansburg,  N..  Lieutenant,  Galena,  llenrr  County,  III. 

Foster,  Lvonel.  Surgeon. 

Furgeson,  D.,  Lieutenant.  ' 

Gilc.  D.  H..  Captain,  Louisville.  Ky. 
Griffin,  C.  E.,  Lieutenant,  Hamilton,  Ohio. 
Goodwin.  George  J.,  Captain,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Gilmore,  F.  11.,  Captain.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Graves.  W.  11..  Colonel.  Toledo.  O. 
Grier,  D.  B.,  General.  Peoria,  111. 
Goodbrakc,  C,  Surgeon,  Clinton.  111. 
Gladding,  C,  Lieutenant,  Chicago.  III. 
Grave.  P..  Lieu  tenant -Colonel.  Albion.  Mich. 
Gere,  W.  B.,  Colonel. 
Godfrey,  M.  W.,  Lieutenant.  Quincy.  III. 
Graves.  S.  E.,  Captain.  Adrian,  Mich. 
Garber,  M.  C..  Colonel,  Madison,  Ind. 
Guthrie,  J.  W.,  Assistant  Surgeon. 
Gray,  II.  L.,  Lieutenant. 
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Gresham,  W.  Qj,  General,  New  Atbanv,  Ind. 
Gooding,  E.  L.,  Captain,  Lockport,  111. 

Hill,  E.  S.,  Surgeon.  Oxford.  Ohio. 

Hunt,  T.  B„  Colonel.  U.  S.  A. 

Highway,  A.  E..  Surgeon,  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 

Henry,  C.  D.,  Captain. 

Hoover.  J.  S.,  Colonel,  Middleton  Ohio. 

Hartshorne.  D.  W.,  Major.  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 

Henerich,  J.  S..  Lieutenant.  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 

Harper,  T.  L.,  Major,  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 

Hughes.  J.  H.,  Lieutenant.  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Heath,  T.  T.,  General.  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 

Hodges,  W.  R.,  Captain,  St,  Louis.  Mo. 

Harding,  Chester,  General.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Hawking.  W.  J„  Major,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

HoUzinger,  L.  M.,  Lieutenant.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

}(equemburg.  W.  A.,  Lieu  tenant- Colonel,  St.  Louis.   Mo. 

Haverly.  C.  R.,  Captain.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Hedlev,  F.  Y..  Captain,  Bunker  Hill,  III. 

Hunt,  George.  Captain.  Ottawa.  III. 

How,  J.  F.,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Hicks,  S.  J.,  Colonel,  Salem.  III. 

High,  Frank,  Lieutenant,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Herbert,  J.  T.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,-Liverpool,  Ohio. 

Heath,  W.  H.,  Lieutenant.  St.  I.^uis,  Mo. 

Henry,  W.  C,  Major,  Freestown  Ohio., 

Hammond,  J.  H.,  General,  Chillicothe,  Mo. 

Hill,  W.  W.,  Lieu  tenant -Col  on  el,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Hickenlooper,  A.,  General,  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 

Hitt.  J.  W..  Lieutenant,  Mt.  Morris.  111. 

Hitt.J.  E..  Captain,  Oregon.  111. 

Ilolinan,  J.  H.,  General,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Hildt,  George  H.,  Lieu  tenant -Colonel,  Canal  Doier,  Ohio. 

Hedrick,  J.  M.,  General,  Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

Howe,  J.  H.,  Colonel,  Kewanee,  Henry  County,  III. 

Hopkins,  M,.  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Hall.  John  P.,  Colonel,  Morganlield,  Union  County.  Ky. 

Hamilton,  C.  S..  General,  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis. 

Hunt,  William,  Lieutenant,  Springlield,  Ohio. 

Harts,  D.  H.,  Captain.  Chicago,  III. 

Higgcns,  A,  D..  Lieutenant. 

Hovl.  H.  W.  B..  CapUin. 

Hill.  J.  M..  Captain. 

HeaRbrd.  J.  H.,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 

Hatch,  R.  B.,  Lieu  tenant -Colonel,  Chicago,  III. 

Hart,  L.  W.,  CapUin,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Hitciicock,  P.  M.,  Lieutenant,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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Hawthorn,  John,  Lieutenant. 

Henry,  G.  A.,  Captain,  Krosangua,  Iowa. 

Hamilton,  J.  D.,  Captain. 

Hawke,  A.  J.,  Lieutenant 'Colonel,  New  Albanj',  Iiid. 

Hale,  G.  W.,  Adjutant,  Chicago,  III. 

Hi.rlbut,  S.  A.,  General,  Belvidere,  III. 

Hoamer,  H,  P.,  Captain,  Chicago,  III. 

Hunt,  J.  S.,  Surgeon.  Chicago.  111. 

Hoover,  H.,  Captain,  Muscatine,  Iowa. 

Hugen in,  James  R.,  General,  Chicago,  111. 

Howe,  J.  H.,  Colonel,  Chicago.  111. 

Hotaling.J.  R.,  Major.  Rochelle,  III. 

Hunting,  C.  H.,  Lieutenant.  Chicago,  III. 

llamill,  W.  B..  Lieutenant,  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa. 

Hamilton,  J.  C,  Major,  Sidncj',  Ohio. 

H<^e,  Geotge  B.,  Colonel,  U.  S.  A. 

Hurrj-,  W.  C,  Major. 

Hazen.  W.  B.,  General.  U.  S.  A. 

Hedger,  S.  W.,  Lieutenant,  Lancaster,  Ky, 

Hatchitt,  J.  G.,  Surgeon,  Frankfort,  Ky. 

Hunt.  P.  B.,  Lieutenant- Colonel,  Lexington,  K.jr. 

Irwin,  B,  J.  D.,  Surgeon,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Jacobs,  W.  C,  Major.  Akron.  Ohio. 

Jenny.  W.  L.  B.,  Major,  Chicago,  111. 

Judd,  \Vm.  H.  Captain.  Jefferson  Cit3-,  Mo. 

Johnson,  W.  A.,  Captain,  Grand  Lake.  Ark. 

JohnEon,  E.  S.,  Major,  Springfield.  111. 

Joel,  E.  M..  Lieutenant -Colonel.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Jonas.  E.,  CapUin.  Qjiincy,  III. 

Janes,  H.  W..  Captain.  U,  S.  A. 

Jones,  Theodore,  General,  Columbus.  Ohio. 

Johnston.  N.,  Lieutenant. 

Johnson,  Benjamin.  Lieutenant.  Keosauqua.  Iowa. 

Kersey,  H.  E.,  Lieutenant,  Bethaiti,  Madison  County.  III. 

Kellogg,  C.  C  Colonel,  Oberlin.  Ohio. 

Klinck.  J.  G..  Colonel.  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

King,  S.  Noble,  Lieutenant,  Bloomington,  III. 

Keppler.  C.  W..  Captain,  Newark.  Ohio. 

Kiieffner.  Wm.  C,  General,  Belleville,  III. 

Ketteier,  C.  H.,  Captain,  Waterloo.  III. 

Keer,  Daniel,  Lieutenant,  Edwardsville,  III. 

Kinsman,  O.  D.,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Clinton,  Iowa. 

Knox,  Kilburn,  Colonel,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Keeler,  Wm.  B.,  Colonel,  Muscatine,  Iowa. 

Keables,  B.  F.,  Major,  Pella.  Iowa. 

Kenyon.  N.  C,  Lieu  tenant -Colonel,  Chatsworth.  III. 
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Knox.  W,  A..  Sui^eon,  Chicago,  III. 
Kennard,  G.  W..  Major,  Champaign,  III. 
Knip«.  J.  F..  General,  Ilarrisburg,  Pa. 
Krughoff,  LouU,  Major,  Nashville,  III. 
Kalb.  J.  C..  Sui^eon,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
Kemper.  A.,  Captain,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Kni«pel.  C.  P.,  Captain.  Belleville,  III. 
Kinnev,  T.  J.,  General,  Vermont,  III. 
Kleckner,  G.  S..  CapUin. 
Keeler.  M.  E..  Ueulenant  Belvidere.  111. 
Klein.  Otto. 

Kinslotv,  A.  S.,  Lieutenant.  Ottawa,  111. 
Kiltoe.  E,,  Surgeon.  Galena,  III. 
Keigwin.  Jame».  Colonel,  Jefferson,  Ind. 
Kerbv,  W.  M..  Lieutenant,  Lancaster,  Kv. 

Landrum.  W.  J..  Colonel.  Lancaster,  Ky. 
I..eggett,  M.  D..  Major- General,  Zanesville,  Ohio. 
Laniman.J.,  Lieutenant,  Napoleon,  Ohio- 
Lain.  S.  M.,  Captain. 
Le«iH.J.  v.,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Laudeman,  O.  C..  Captain.  St.  Louts.  Mo. 
Loomifi.  John  Mason,  Colonel.  Chicago,  111. 
Logan.  John  A.,  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Logan.  John.  Colonel,  Carlinsville.  111. 
Lippincott,  C  E.,  General,  Sprinjjficli].  Ill, 
Lowe,  S.  -\.,  Captain,  Chicago.  III. 
Logan.  Thomas.  Lieutenant -Colonel.  Carthage,  III. 
I^uke.  J.  B.,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Davenport,  Iowa. 
I.^etvis,  J.  C,  Captain.  Buchanan,  III. 
Lutz,  L.  L.,  Captain,  Chicago.  III. 
Lcibi,  II.,  Getieral,  Springfield.  III. 
LucaH.  K.  W..  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Iowa  Citv.  Iowa. 
Lacev.  M.  M..  Major,  Richmond,  Ind. 
Lariner.  James  R.,  Captain.  Bloomington,  111. 
Ledvard,  G.  C,  Captain,  Chicago,  III. 
Lanstrum,  C..  Captain,  Galesbiin;,  III, 
Lovega_v,  F.  E„  Adjutant,  Litchfield,  Mich. 
Lawrence.  E.  C  Lieutenant.  Chicago.  III. 
Loop.  C.  B.,  Major,  Belvidere,  III, 
Lynch,  W.  F..  Colonel.  KIgin,  III. 
LaMolte.  R.  S..  Major,  C.  S.  A. 

L'llommcdieu.  Samuel.  Major.  (Surgeon),  St.  James  Motel,  N.  Y. 
Lindsev.  W.  D.,  Colonel.  Louisiana. 

Murphv,  I>.  A..  Lieutenant,  St  Louis,  Mo. 
Mason.  R.  II.,  Captain,  Chicago,  III. 
Murphv,  P.  11..  Colonel,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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Miles,  Joseph,  Lieutenant,  Louisville,  K.y. 

Mobs,  J.  Thompson,  Lieutenant,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Munson,  G.  D.,  Lieutenant- Colonel,  Zanesville,  Ohio. 

Mueller,  A. 

Meumann,  Theodore,  Colonel.  East  St.  Louis,  III. 

Miller,  P.,  Major,  Liverpool,  Ohio. 

Miller,  M.,  General,  Galena.  111. 

Martin,  A.,  Lieutenant. 

Mitinan,  William,  Captain. 

Moffatt,  T.  S.,  Captain.  Chicago,  111. 

Mead.  W.  G,,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  111. 

Mahon,  Samuel,  Major,  Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

Merrill,  N.  H.,  Captain,  Buchanan,  Mich. 

Mather.  T.  S.,  Colonel.  Springfield,  111. 

Marsh,  J.  R.,  Dr.,  Chicago.  111. 

Madgeburg,  F.  H.,  Colonel,  Milwaukee.  Wis. 

Martin,  James,  General,  Salem,  111. 

Morton,  Lieu  tenant -Colonel,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Mitchell.  S.  M.,  General,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Merril,  W.T.,  Captain. 

Mason,  B.  W.,  Captain,  Bloomington,  111. 

Matta.  O.  H.,  Assistant  Engineer,  Chicago,  111. 

Maguire,  G.  A.,  Captain,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Moore,;.  A„  Chaplain. 

Marshal,  W.  R.,  General,  St.  Paul,  Minn, 

Markland.  A.  H„  Colonel,  Washington,  D,  C. 

Merrill,  S.,  Colonel,  Dcs  Moines,  Iowa. 

Manville,C.  P.,  Lieutenant. 

Monroe.  J.  H,,  Captain,  Muscatine,  Iowa. 

Maver,  D.  W.,  General. 

Moore,  J.  T.,  Lieutenant -Colonel,  Lima,  Ohio. 

Moore,  John,  Colonel,  Parkersburg,  W.  Vai 

Mower,  J.  A.,  General,  New  Orleans,  La, 

Maj',  1} wight,  Kalamaxoo,  Micli. 

Martin,  O.,  Lieutenant. 

Moore,  L.  W.,  Captain,  Edwardeville.  III. 

Mason,  George,  Major,  Chicago,  111. 

Martin,  E..  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 

McFeelv,  R.,  Colonel,  Chicago,  III. 

McDowell,  M.,  Major,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

McCternand,  J.  A.,  General.  Springlield.  III. 

McCook,  E.  S.,  General,  Pekin,  111. 

McGrew,  J.  S.,  Lieutenant- Colon  el,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  > 

McDonald,  John.  Lieutenant- Colonel.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

McLean, ,  Captain,  St,  Louis,  Mo. 

McGrath,  John,  Major,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
McArthur,  John,  General,  Chicago,  lU. 
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McCoy,  J.  C.  Colonel.  Washington.  D.  C. 
McPal'l.  John.  General.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

McKinnev, ,  Captain.  Peoria,  III. 

McClajteiTj'.  R.  W..  Major. 

McAuIerv,  j,  T.,  Captain,  Chicajto.  Ill, 

Mclntoiji.  A.,  Captain,  Joliet,  111. 

McDermott,  R.,  Lieutenant -Colonel,  Dayton.  Ohio. 

McCartney,  J.  A  „  Lieutenant.  Chicago,  III. 

McCaulev,  P.  tl..  Major,  Milwaukee.  Wis. 

McGrath,  P..  Captain,  Chicago.  111. 

McNeil,  H.  C.  Lieutenant,  Davenport.  Iowa. 

McMillan,  Chas.,  Surgeon.  N.  Y.  City. 

McArthur,  U.  C.  Major,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

McGinnis,  G.  S.,  General,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

McKindlv.  S.  J..  Captain. 

McCaleb,  H.  A..  Colonel,  Ottawa.  III. 

Murray,  E.  II.,  General,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Monroe,  B.  F..  Captain,  Chicago,  III. 

Martin,  Roger.   Colonel,  Mitchell,  Ind. 

McMillan. ,  General,  New  Orleans,  La. 

McQuiddy.  J.  T.,  Colonel,  New  Albany,  Ind. 
McKinny',  Geo.  II..  Major,  Solanford,  Ky. 

NichoU.  F.  C.  Major,  St.  Joseph.  Wis- 

Noble.  J.  W..  General.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Newsham.  T.  J.,  Major,  Edwardsville.  III. 

Neely,  J.  C,  Captain.  Chicago,  III. 

Nichols,  E.  A.,  Captain,  Newark,  Ohio. 

Noleman,  R.  D.,  Captain,  Cenlralia,  III. 

Newton.  D.  C.  Captain,  Batavia.  Kane  County.  III- 

Nesh.  J..  Captain. 

Nichols.  R..  Surgeon.  Bloomington,  III. 

Norton.  J,  B„  Major,  Earlville,  111. 

Noble,  H.  T.,  Colonel,  Dixon.  III. 

Neil,  J.  B..  Major,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Nutt,  E.  E.,  Captain, 

NoycB,  E.  F.,  General,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Nichols,  A.  N..  Major. 

Nelson,  William,  Major.  U.  S.  A. 

Nunes,  J.  A.,  Major,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

O'Connell.  John,  CapUin,  St-  Louis,  Mo. 
Oglesby,  R.  J.,  General,  Decatur,  III. 
Ousley,  W.  T..  Surgeon,  Paducab,  Ky. 
Oliver,  H. 

O'Kane.  j.,  Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Oliier.  J.  M..  General.  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Pabier,  Charles  O.,  Captain,  Cairo,  111. 
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Parker,  Eli,  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Peckham,  James.  Colonel,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Phillips,  Julius,  Captain.  tlilUboro,  III. 

Parrolt,  J.  C,  General,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 

Porter,  F.  G.  Surgeon,  St.  Louia,  Mo. 

Putnam,  C.  N.,  Captain. 

Padon,  Wm.,  Major,  Troj',  111. 

Pitzman,  Julius.  Captain,  St.  LouU,  Mo. 

Phillips,  J.  J..  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Hlllsboro,  III. 

Pope.  A.  J.,  Major,  Sigournev,  Iowa. 

Pike,  R.  W.,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 

Parker,  W.  B.,  Lieutenant.  Chicago,  III. 

Parker,  W.  B.,  Lieutenant.  Douglas,  luua. 

Puterbaugh.G,,  Captain,  Peoria,  III. 

Perkins.  John  L..  Major,  Burlington.  Iowa. 

Pitman.  W.  G.,  Captain,  Madison.  Ky. 

Pressel,  D.  W.,  Lieutenant.  Keokuk,  Iowa. 

Pullen.  J.  O.,  Captain,  Bloominffton.  I"- 

Putnam,  W.  11..  Captain,  Des  Moinee,  Iowa. 

Peter.,  M.  H.,  Captain. 

Pope,  John,  General,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Perrv,  J.  J.,  Captain. 

Page,  E.  E.,  Lieutenant,  Naperville.  III. 

Plumnier,  S.  E.,  Surgeon,  Rock  Island,  111. 

Pierce,  J.  O.,  Colonel,  Valparaiso.  Ind. 

Pike,  E.  W..  Lieutenant.  Chicago,  III. 

Poke,  D.  \V.,  Lieutenant,  Warrensburg,  Mo. 

Pfouti,  Ira,  Captain,  Davton,  O. 

Pearson,  R.  N'.,  General,  Springfield,  O. 

Peek,  W.  G.,  Major.  Ironlon.  Mo. 

Polk,  William,  Captain.  Freeport,  III. 

Pummill,  John,  Lieutenant -Colonel,  Cincinnati.  O. 

Potter,  J.  W.,  Surgeon,  Columhus.  Ohio. 

Paddock,  G.  L..  Lieutenant,  Chicago.  111. 

Pierson.  G,  I...  Lieutenant. 

FriJe,  G.  G.,  Colonel,  New  York  Cit.v. 

Perry,  A.  C..  Major.  Michigan  City.  Ind. 

Peirounelte,  C.  A.,  Captain,  Arlington,  III. 

Powell,  E.,  Major,  Chicago,  III. 

Peterson,  R.  H..  Lieu  tenant -Colonel.  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

Potts,  B.  F.,  General,  Carrolton,  O. 

Powell.;.  W.,  Major.  Chicago.  III. 

Potter.  J.  A..  Brevet  Brigadier -Genera  I.  Louisville,  Ky, 

Patterson.  R.  F.,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Cijiinby.  S.  J..  Surgeon.  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Rawlins.  J.  A.,  General,  Wanhington,  D.  C. 
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Romer,  Francii,  Colonel,  St.  LouU.  Mo. 
Ravold,  Wm.,  Lieutenant,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Randolph,  M.,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Revnolds.  Thos..  Colonel.  Madison,  Wis. 
Rowett,  R..  General,  Carlinsville.  III. 
Reed,  H.  T.,  General,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 
Rvan.  A.  H.,  Colonel.  Fort  Smith.  Ark. 
Rose.  E.  C„  Major.  Washington  City,  D.  C. 
Reed,  John.  Captain.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Roots,  L.  II.,  Lieu  tenant- Col  one  I,  DeValls  Blulf.  Ar 
Reid,  Uavid  ()..  CapUin.  Rock  Island,  111. 
RulT,  W.  A..  Captain,  Chicago,  III. 
Reese,  Theodore.  Captain,  Evanstown,  111. 
Rowley,  W.  R„  General,  (ialena,  HI. 
Ro»».  L.  F.,  General,  Avon,  111. 
Ruggles.  J.  M..  General,  Havana.  III. 
Richmond.  J.  F.,  Captain,  St.  Charles,  III. 
Ribsame,  Chris.,  Captain.  Decatur,  111. 
Reynolds.  J.  S.,  General,  Chicago,  III, 
Reid, J.  M.,  Lieutenant -Colo  net,  Keokuk,  Iowa- 
Rogers.  J.,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 
Ran«om,  J.  P.,  Lieutenant. 
Roberts,  A.  J.,  Lieutenant. 
Rumsey.  J.  P..  Captain.  Chicago.  III. 
Rumsey.  J.  W.,  Captain.  Chicago.  III. 
Routh.  John  L.,  Captain.  BI<>oniington.  Ul. 
Rosset.  L.,  Lieutenant,  Springlield,  III. 
Reid,  R.  M.,  Adjutant,  Rock  Island.  III. 
Rosenbaum.  II..  Captain,  Toledo.  Ohio. 
Rutger,  F.,  Lieutenant,  Belvidere.  III. 
Randall.  J.  R.,  Lieutenant,  Wilmington.  III. 
Rice.  E.  W.,  Major -General.  Oekaloosee,  la. 
Rose.  L.  M.,  Captain,  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 
Riggin.  John,  General,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 
Reilcy.  W.  N.,  CapUin. 
Rittenouer,  E.,  Lieutenant.  Chicaf^o,  III. 
Rusk,  J,  M.,  General,  Madison.  Wisconsin. 
Rose,  F.  M.,  Major,  Winona,  Minn. 
Rarmond.  John  B.,  Captain,  Vicksburg,  Miss. 
Richardson,  G.  W..  Lieutenant,  Columbus.  Ind. 

Smith,  John  E.,  General.  Galena,  HI, 

Silversparre,  A.,  Captain.  Chicago.  III. 

Sullivan.  P.  J.,  Colonel.  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Smith,  Giles  A..  Major -General.  Washington.  I>.  C. 

.Swayne.  Wager.  General,  Washington.  U.  C. 

Spooner,  B..  General,  Lawrenceburg,  Ind. 

Spear,  E„  Captain,  Warren,  Ohio. 
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SimpBon.  P.  J..  Lieutenant -Colonel,  Greenville,  Ohio. 

Schuster,  George,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Sanborn,  J.  B.,  General.  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Sheldon.  C.  S..  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Sanford.  W.  W..  General.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Simpson,  Samuel  P.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  JeRerson  City.  Mo. 

Short,  R.  W.,  Captain,  Brighton.  111. 

Steckle,  J.  \l..  Lieutenant.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Sevmour,  W.  B.,  Captain. 

Spring.  E.  S..  Lieutenant,  Macon,  Mo. 

Simmons,  T.  H.,  Lieutenant, 

Strong,  W.  E..  General,  Chicago,  111. 

Stebbins,  V.  G.,  Lieutenant. 

Smith,  A,  J.,  General,  St,  Louis,  Mo. 

Sabine,  A.,  Major,  Jefferaonville.  Ind. 

Safeley,  J.  J..  Major,  Montana.  Iowa. 

SchoHcld,  II.,  Colonel.  Washington.  Iowa. 

S«mple.  James,  Lieutenant,  Keokuk.  Iowa. 

SesfK,  D.  S.,  Lieutenant.  Moline,  III. 

Sotterlield,  T.  R.,  Chaplain. 

Smith,  II.  B.,  Captain. 

Sht;rburne,  E.  A.,  Captain. 

Stewart.  Owen,  Colonel.  Chicago,  111. 

Smith,  M.  L.,  General  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Stiifibrd,  E.  F.,  Captain,  Batavia,  111. 

Silva.  C.  P.,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 

Swarthout,  W'.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Quincy,  III. 

Scheel,  T.  E.,  Lieutenant,  East  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Scales,  W.  B.,  General,  Chicago.  III. 

Starring,  V.  A.,  Gener.il,  Chicago,  III. 

Smith.  R.  A.,  Captain. 

Scribner.  W.  S.,  Lieutenant,  Helena,  Monla. 

Sturges,  II..  Captain,  Lincoln,  111. 

Shedd,  Warren,  General,  Warrensburg.  Mo. 

Still.  R.  A.,  Captain,  Chicago,  III. 

Smith.  A.  J.,  Captain,  Chillicothe.  Ohio. 

Simpson,  John  E.,  Major,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Smith.  Miles.  Colonel,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 

Scammon.  Charles  T..  Major,  Chicago,  III. 

Stewart,  W.  H.,  Captain,  Otlumwa.  Iowa. 

Smith,  J.  W.,  Captain  Champaign,  III. 

Smith,  J.  M.,  Captain,  Chicago,  111. 

Stone,  J.  C.  Colonel,  Burlington,  Iowa. 

Smith,  J.  A.,  Captain,  Mattoon,  III. 

Smith,  W.  S.,  General,  Chicago,  III. 

Scott.  John.  Colonel,  Nevada,  Iowa. 

Sanders,  A.  II.,  General,  [>avirnport.  Iowa. 
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Stockdale,  S.  H..  Major,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Stockton,  J.  S.,  General.  Chicago.  III. 

Sprague,  J.  W.,  General,  Winona,  Wis. 

Stewart,  A.  S..  Captain.  Woodstock.  III. 

Skinner,  H..  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Winona,  Minn. 

Strong.  W.  A.,  Captain,  Chicago,  III. 

Taylor.  Ezra.  General.  Chicago,  III. 

Trtler,  S.  S..  Lieiltenant. 

Towne.  R.  R..  Lieutenant -Colonel,  Du  Quoin,  III. 

Towne.  II.  M..  Lieutenant. 

Tompkinf.  Logan,  Major,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Teed,  U.  Captain,  Evanslon,  111. 

Townsend.  C.  D.,  Major.  Chicago,  III. 

Tvner,  M.  II..  Captain.  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Tu  11  eit.  James,  Lieutenant -Colon  el,  Lafayette,  Inil. 

Tilson.  John,  General.  Qi'incy,  IH. 

Thoman.  I>.  C.  General, 

Toby,  E.  P..  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III, 

Thomson.  T.  II..  Captain,  Geneva.  III. 

Terry,  I".  J..  Lieutenant. 

Taggart.  C.  Captain,  Fneeporl,  III. 

True,  J,  M..  General,  Mattoon.  III. 

'J'aylor.  F.  M.,  Lieutenant.  Chicago.  III. 

Triie.  J.  W.,  Major.  Mattoon,  III. 

Tilcomb,  J.  S..  Captain. 

Towner.  H.  W..  Major.  Chicago,  111. 

Thompson,  J.  N..  Major,  St.  Joseph.  Mo. 

Taggart,  G.  J..  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Savannah,  Ga. 

Tickenor.  George  C  Major,  Des  Moines. 

Tuthill,  R.  S.,  Lieutenant,  Nashville,  Tonn. 

Underwood,  N.  C,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  111. 

Underwood,  B.  W.,  Lieutenant.  Chicag:),  111, 

Van  Seller,  H.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Parin,  III. 

Von  Blessing.  L..  Colonel,  Toledo.  Ohio. 

Voges,  Theo.,  Captain,  Cleveland.  Ohio. 

VanhoHT,  Henry,  Lieutenant.  Springfield,  111 

Vogclson.  W.  M..  Lieu  tenant -Colonel,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Van  Duzen.  D.,  Colonel.  Litchfield.  111. 

Veitch,  J,  C,  General,  Lockport,  Ind. 

Vogles,  D,  W„  Surgeon,  New  Albany. 

Wright,  W.  R..  Colonel.  Canton,  III. 

Winslow.  C.  S.,  General,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Wilson,  H..  Colonel.  Cleveland.  Ohio. 

Woods,  C.  R..  Major- General.  Newark,  Ohio. 

Wynne,  Wm,  M,.  Lieutenant,  Columbus.  Ohio. 

Walsh,  P.  J.,  Major.  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 
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WaterhouK.  N.  C,  Colonel.  Hannibal.  Mo. 

Walcutt,  C.  C,  General.  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Woods.  W.  B.,  General,  Newark,  Ohio. 

Wilson.  T.  P.,  General.  St.  Paul.  Minn. 

Ward.  Durbin,  General.  Lebanon,  Ohio. 

Welch,  U.  N.,  Captain.  New  Haven.  Conn. 

Walker.J.  B.,  Captain. Cincinnati.  Ohio. 

Woodhull.  Max.,  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Wangelin,  H..  General,  Belleville,  111. 

Webber.  D.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 

Ware.  W.  E,.  Major.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Webster.  E.  H.,  CapUin,  La  Crosse,  Wis. 

Wright,  II.,  Captain.  Franklin.  III. 

William*,  Henry. 

Willard.  L.  S.,  Major,  Litchfield.  III. 

Wa^er.  Louis,  Lieutenant. 

Williams.;.  H.,  Captain. 

Wright,  W.  W..  General,  Leavenworth,  Kan. 

Wood  worth,  J.  M.,  Surgeon,  Chicago,  111. 

Wallace.  Wm.  L..  General.  A-.hland.  Ohio. 

Wilson,  T.  P.,  Captain,  Cambridge,  Ohio. 

Whittenhall,  D.  S„  Captain. 

Webber.  C,  Colonel,  Springfield.  111. 

Wilson,  F.  C.  Lieutenant.  Chicago.  111. 

Woodward.  F.  J..  Captain.  South  Pass.  [II. 

Wetmore.  J.  II.,  Captain, 

Webster,  J.  D..  General,  Chicago.  III. 

Wickllfle,  J.  II.,  Lieutenant. 

Whittte-iey,  L.  II.,  Colonel.  Chicago.*  III. 

Webber.  J.  C.  General,  Springfield,  IH. 

White,  J.  G.,  Captain. 

Welker.  F..  Captain,  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio. 

White,  J.  E..  Captain,  Aurora,  III. 

Wood,  E.  J.,  Lieu lenant- Colonel.  Goshen.  Ind. 

WiUon.  F.  H..  Major.  Newark.  Ohio. 

Warner.  John.  Lieutenant -Col  one  I.  Clinton,  III. 

Wilcox.  J.  S.,  Colonel,  Elgin.  III. 

White,  M.  II..  Major,  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 

Wells,  G.  E.,  Colonel.  Toledc),  Ohio. 

W nans,  J.  L..  Lieutenant.  Benton  lliirbor.  Mich. 

Waid.  H.  A..  Lieutenant. 

Warner.  V.,  Captain.  Clinton,  III. 

Williams,  C.  II.,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Williams.  G.  C,  Lieutenant. 

Woodbury.  H.  H,.  Adjutant,  Chicago,  111. 

Webber,  A.  B..  Captain. 

Wallace.  Thomas,  Captain,  Chicago.  111. 
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WarretiK.  C.  11.,  Lieutenant. 

Whiting. ,  Lieutenant. 

Weaver.  C.  R..  Colonel.  Kort  MadiMin,  Iowa. 

WilKon.  J.  11..  Major-General.  Keokuk.  Iowa. 

Walker.  W.  B.,  Lieutenant  Harvard.  III. 

Worden,  A.  Major,  Oikosh.  Wis. 

Wood.  John.  Colonel.  Quinc\  .  III. 

Williams.  I>.  II..  Lieu  tenant -Colonel.  Rochester.  Minn. 

Wilson.  O.  M.,  Major,  Indianapolis. 

Woods.  I".  N..  Sur)feon.  t'airfield.  Iowa. 

Wood.  W.  W..  Lieutenant,  Belvidcre.  III. 

Wright.  Craft  J..  Colonel  (Brvt.  Brigadier-General).  Glendale,  O. 

Wlieeler.  W.  F..  Captain,  Helena.  Montana. 

Williuni'i.  Robert.  Lieutenant -Colonel.  Eaton.  Ohio. 

Wilson.  Bluford.  M.ijor.  Shineetown.  III. 

Wood.  Oliver,  Colonel  (Bnt.  Brigndier-Geneml).  Portsmouth,  O. 

Wri);ht.  Alex.  M..  Captain,  franklin.  III. 

White.  David.  Captain,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

V'orkc.  L.  K..  General.  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 
Young.  William.  Captain.  Kreeport.  III. 

Zickerick.  William,  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis. 
Zearing.J.  R..  Major.  Dover.  HI. 


i.y  Google 


REPORT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS 


SOCIETY 


Arm  Yov-'^' Tennessee, 


FIFTH  ANNUAL  MEETING, 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

April  Slh  and  7th,  lH7i. 


D,„i,z.d,  Google 


i,Google 


CONSTITUTION. 


The  A«5 

Tennessee."  and  shall  include  everv  officer  who  has  served  with  honor  in 
that  Army. 

Honorary  members  may  be  elected  from  those  who  have  sened  with  honor 
and  diBtinction  in  any  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States. 


The  object  of  the  Society  shall  be  to  keep  alive  and  preserve  that  kindly  and 
cordial  feeling  which  has  been  one  of  the  characteristics  of  this  Army  during 
iti<  career  in  the  service,  and  which  has  given  it  such  harmony  of  action,  and 
contributed,  in  no  small  degree,  to  its  glorious  achievements  in  our  country's 

The  fame  and  glorv  of  all  the  officers  belonging  to  this  Army,  who  have 
fallen  either  on  the  field  of  bailie,  or  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  shall  be  a  sacred 
trust  to  this  Society,  which  shall  cause  proper  memorials  of  their  servicer 
(o  be  collected  and  preserved,  and  thus  transmit  their  names  with  honor  to 
posterity. 

The  families  of  all  such  officers  who  shall  be  in  indigent  circumstances  will 
have  a  claim  upon  Ihe  generosity  of  the  Society,  and  will  be  relieved  by  the 
voluntary  contributions  of  its  members  whenever  brought  to  their  attention. 
In  like  manner,  the  fame  and  sufferihg  families  of  those  officers  who  may 
hereatler   be  stricken  down  by  death  shall  be  a  trust  in  the  hands  of  their 


For  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  these  objects,  the  Society  shall  be  organized 
by  the  annual  election  of  a  President  and  Vice-Presidents.  The  Vice-Presi- 
dents to  be  chosen,  one  from  each  Armv  Corps  of  the  old  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  a  Corresponding  and  a  Recording  Secretary. 

The  Society  shall  meet  once  in  every  year,  and  those  officers  who,  for  any 
cause,  are  unable  to  attend  its  meeting,  will  be  expected  to  write  to  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  the  Societv,  and  impart  such  information  in  regard  to 
themselves  as  they  may  desire,  and  which  may  be  of  interest  to  their  brother 
officers.  Honoring  Ihe  glorious  achievements  of  our  brothers-in-arms  belonging 
to  oilier  armies,  whose  services  have  conlrihuted,  in  an  equal  degree,  in  the 
re- establishment  of  our  Government,  and  desiring  to  draw  closer  to  Ihem  in 
the  bonds  of  social  feeling,  the  President  or  either  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of 
this  Society  shall  be  authorized  to  invite  the  attendance  of  any  officer  of  the 
United  Stales  Anny  al  any  ofour  annual  meetings. 
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AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITLTION. 

First.  That  the  first  sentence  of  tlie  third  article  of  Ihe  Constitution  be 
amentled  so  at,  to  read  as  followe: 

"  The  Societv  shall  be  organized  bv  the  annual  election  of  a  President  and 
sii:  Vice -P reside nle.  a  Recording  Secrelarv,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  and 
a  Treasurer." 

Secon-d.  That  article  third  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  so  as  to  re«d 
as  follows,  viz: 

"The  number  of  Vice-Presidents  shall  be  twelve,  instead  of  one  from  each 
Corps  of  the  Arnlv  of  the  Tennessee." 

BYLAWS. 


All  persons  applying  previous  to,  on.  orafler  the  annual  meeting  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy,  (1S70],  for  enrollment,  shall  pay  a  membership  fee  of  ten 
dollars,  (fio)i  that 'the  annual  dues  shall  continue  to  be  one  dollar,  {%i).  and 
persons  applying  lor  membership  shall  pay  back  dues;  thai  all  fees  and  dues  are 
payable  to  the  Recording  Secretary,  and  all  money  received  by  him  on  account 
of  Ihe  Society  shall  be  transferred  to  the  Treasurer;  and  that  all  money 
received  as  fees  shall  by  the  Treasurer  be  added  to  the  Permanent  Fund. 

Money  for  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Society  may  be  espcnded  by  the 
Treasurer  upon  the  warrant  of  the  President.  All  other  expenditures,  only 
in  pursuance  of  a  vole  of  ilie  Society. 


The  Treasurer  shall  make  a  report  to  the  annual  meeting  of  all  receipts  and 
expenditures  with  vouchers. 

The  Recording  Secretary  shall  report  to  the  annual  meeting  alt  money- 
received  bv  him.  and  all  transferred  by  hint  to  the  Treasurer. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  report  to  every  meeting  all  corre- 
spondence of  general  inlcrcKt. 

All  questions  and  resolutions  shall  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  the  members 
present.  ISut  amendments  proposed  to  the  Constitution  shall  t>e  acted  upon 
only  at  the  annual  meeting  subsequent  to  the  one  at  which  they  may  be  pro- 
posed, unless  the  postponement  be  dispensed  with  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present. 

The  order  of  Business  shall  be  as  follows: 

I.  Reading  of  the  journal  of  the  previous  meeting, 

3.  Appointment  of  committees  on  business  and  for  noniinntion  of  officers. 

3.  Receiving  reports. 

4.  Current  business. 
J.  Election  of  officers, 
6.  Adjournment. 

If  the  Society  shall,  at  any  meeting,  omit  ti 
the  nest  meeting,  the  President  shall,  by  due 
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FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

PROCEEDINGS 
Society  of  the     Army  of  the   Tenne 


Society  of  the  Abmv  of  the  Tek.sessee,  I 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Afril  6,  1S7I.     l 

At  the  last  reunion  of  the  Society,  held  in  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
it  was  decided  to  hold  the  fifth  reunion  in  this  city,  the  time  for 
the  same  being  left  to  the  decision  of  your  President.  On  the  15th 
of  February  last  he  issued  the  following  circular,  duly  transmitted 
by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  viz: 

Washington.  D.  C.  February  15.  1871.       i 
To  tir  Mftnbern  Sociefy  of  the  A  rmy  of  the  Tennesfee: 

The  liflh  regular  meeting  of  the  Society  will  be  held  in  Cincinnati,  on  the 

6th  and  7lh  days  of  April  next,  convening  at  10  o'clock  a.  m,  on*  the  6th  inst. 

Colonel  John  W.  Noble,  of  the  3rd  Iowa  Cavalry,  will  deliver  the  annual 

addre!'''.  and  suitable  arrangements  for  the  meeting  will  be  made  by  the  Local 

Committee. 

Officers  who  have  at  any  time  served  with  honor  in  the  Army  and  Depart- 
ment of  the  Tennessee,  are.  bv  our  Constitution,  entitled  to  membership,  and 
they,  and  members  of  kindred  societies,  are  cordially  invited  Co  attend. 
Geseba'l  W.  T.  Sherman. 

President. 


Corresponding  Secretary. 
On  the  2znd  of  the  same  month  vour  President  issued  a  circular 
as  follows: 

SOCIETV   OP  THE  ARMV  OF  THE  TENNESSEE,    f 

WASHtNiiTON.  D.  C,  February  JJ.  1871.       f 
Offers  o/t*e  Army  0/ tie  TrHHesscr! 

Vou  are  respectfully  notified  that  the  following  named  persons  have  l>een 
selected  as  the  Executive  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the  fifth  annual 
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reunion  of  the  Sociely  of  the  Army  of'the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  al 
April  6th  and  7th,  1871 . 

General  L.  E.  Yoriie,  General  A.  Hickenlooper,  Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton, 
General  M.  F.  Force,  Colonel  C.  W.  Moulton,  Major  J.  S.  Wise,  and  Captain 
L.  E.  Mill*. 

W.  T.  Shbrman, 

J-rttidenl. 
L.  M.  Daytos, 

Recording  Seeretarv,  Cindnnati.  O. 

A.     HlCKBS-LOOPER. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Cincinnati,  O. 

This  committee  having  secured  the  use  of  Pike's  Opera-house, 
the  Society  assembled  there  and  was  called  to  order  by  your  Presi- 
dent, promptly  as  appointed,  and  proceeded  to  the  transaction  of 
business.  The  first  in  order  being  the  reading  of  the  records  of 
the  last  annual  meeting  by  the  Secretary.  During  the  progress 
of  their  being  read,  on  motion  of  Colonel  C.  Cadle: 

Resolved.  That  as  most  of,  if  not  all  those  present  have  read 
the  printed  report  of  the  proceedings  of  our  last  meeting,  as 
prepared  by  the  Secretary,  the  reading  of  them  at  this  time  be 
dispensed  with  and  the  report  be  accepted  and  spread  upon  the 
records  of  the  Society. 

On  motion: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  nominate 
officers  for  the  Sociely  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  President  announced  the  committee  to  consist  of  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen:  General  R.  P.  Buckland,  General  W.  E. 
Strong.  Colonel  A.  H.  Markland,  General  \V.  Q.  Oresham,  Colonel 
J.  H.  How,  General  J.  M.  Thayer  and  General  Wager  Swayne. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Slack: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  report  on 
the  place  and  time  of  holding  the  next  annual  meeting. 

The  President  announced  the  committee  to  consist  of  Generals 
J.  R,  Slack,  McArthur,  and  Kimball,  and  Colonels  Cadle  and  W. 
S.Jones. 

No  other  business  presenting  under  this  head,  receiving  reports 
was  next  in  order.  The  Recording  Secretary  presented  and  read 
as  follows: 
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RECORDING  SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennbssse,  I 
CiNcisNATi,  Aprils,  1871.  f 

General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Preiident: 
To  you,  as  the  presiding  officer  or  our  Societv,  and  thus  to  our  members.  I 
desire,  in  accordance  with  our  By-Laws,  to  make  the  fallowing  report. 

My  last  report  was  made  at  the  annual  meeting  in  Louisville  on  No^'embe^ 
17th,  1S69.  Since  that  date  up  to  the  present  there  has  been  paid  me  by 
members,  monies  as  follows" 

On  account  of  New  Membership,         .         -         .         .  (305  00 

"         "  "   Annual  Dues,  .         .         -         -         .       ^^  00 

"         "  "    Reports, 114  00 

"         "  "   Certificates, J36  00 

ToUl, $1,354  00 

Which  has  been  duly  transmitted  to  the  Treasurer,  whose  receipts  for  same  has 
been  filed  with  the  records  of  the  Society.  To  all  persons  who  have  paid 
money  to  me  since  the  organisation  ofthe  Society,  I  have  transmitted  a  receipt 
for  same.  That  none  should  be  under  misapprehension,  I  sent  toeach  member 
B  notice  of  his  financial  standing,  one  in  February,  1870,  and  duplicated  the 
notice  in  July,  1870,  both  of  which  were  duly  transmitted  by  your  Correspond- 
ing Secretary. 

I  will  now  ask  your  indulgence  while  mentioning  the  manner  in  which  other 
duties  which  you  placed  upon  me  at  your  last  meeting,  though  not  strictly 
coming  under  the  head  of  this  report,  have  been  performed.  By  your 
resolution,  I  was  required  to  ha^■e  printed  six  hundred  copies  of  the  Certificate 
of  Membership  from  the  design  adopted  by  the  Society.  This  I  had  done  and 
the  members  were  notified  in  February  and  July  that  they  were  ready  for  dis- 
tribution as  soon  as  applied  for.  Up  to  the  present  time  \i~,  members  have 
applied  for  certificates  and  they  were  filled  out,  handed  over  to  your  Corre- 
sponding Secretary  and  duly  transmitted.  The  blank  certificates  I  now  have 
ready  for  delivery  to  my  successor  in  office. 

Your  President  and  myself  were  required  by  resolution  to  caum:  the 
proceedings  of  your  last  meeting  to  be  printed  for  distribution.  By  reason  of 
your  President  being  occupied  by  duties  incident  to  his  public  position,  this 
matter  has  mostiy  devolved  upon  myself.  A  faithful  transcript  of  those  - 
proceedings  were  made  and  one  thousand  copies  printed.  On  the  first  of  March. 
1870  they  were  transmitted  to  your  Corresponding  Secretary  for  distribution. 

I  have  also,  during  the  period  named,  made  a  list  of  the  oi^anizations  that 
served  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  showing  the  names  or  designation  of 
each  regiment,  battalion  and  company  of  cavalry  and  infantry  and  each 
battery  of  artillery,  both  of  regular  and  volunteer  troops.  It  wob  also  my 
hope  to  have  at  this  meeting  a  list  of  names  with  rank,  of  such  officers  as 
served  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  but  my  whole  time  for  more  than  a  year 
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past  hat  been  required  in  inv  private  businetA  and  I  have  xucceeded  only  in 
finishing  the  list  as  cainprixing  the  General  and  StatT  Officers  for  the  regular 
troops,  and  Tor  troopsi  of  the  States  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Iowa.  Bj'  such 
estimate  a*  I  am  able  to  make  from  these  States,  I  judge  there  were  fuliy 
tuenty-live  thousand  men  who  wrved  in  jour  Army  of  the  Tennessee  as 
officers.  I  submit  the  papers  incident  to  this  matter,  for  your  consideration. 
with  the  recommendation  that  some  steps  l>e  taken  to  complete  the  record,  as  I 
believe  it  is  a  matter  of  importance  to  the  Society. 

With  this  report  1  also  hand  you  niy  resignation  and  my  official  connection 
with  your  Society  will  cease.  Since  your  organization,  in  fact  since  the  first 
preliminary  meeting  from  which  you  have  prospered  as  a  Society,  the  office  of 
Recording  Secretary  has  been  filled  by  myself,  and  I  trust  to  your  entire  satis- 
faction. In  the  performance  of  the  duties,  there  has  been  much  of  pleasure  to 
me.  particularly  because  from  all  of  you  1  have  experienced  nothing  but 
kindness  and  consideration,  and  now  take  the  occasion  to  make  duv 
acknowledgment  and  assure  3-0U  of  my  sincere  thank*  for  your  assistance  and 
courtesy. 

L.  M.  Davtok, 
Recording  Setrelary. 

On  motion  of  General  Swayne: 

Jiesolved.  That  the  report  of  the  Recording  Secretary  be 
received  and  spread  upon  the  records,  and  that  the  cordial  thanks 
of  the  Society  are  hereby  extended  to  Colonel  Dayton  for  the  able 
and  satisfactory  manner  in  which  he  has  performed  his  duty. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  presented  and  read  his  report  as 
follows: 

CORRESPOXDIXG  SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

CiNi[NN\Ti,  AfrilG.  1871. 
Mr.  President,  and  Membrrs  of  the  Soriely  of  Ike  Army  of  IMr  Tranrisee; 

Gentlemen: — As  Corresponding  Secretary  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report: 

During  the  pendency  of  our  last  annual  meeting,  1  received  from  the  Local 
Committee  of  the  Chicago  reunion  (through  General  Strong)  5^0  copies  of  the 
report  of  that  meeting — 100  copies  having  been  reserved  for  distribution  to 
members  of  our  Society  residing  there.  The  Society  liadge  not  having  been 
adopted  at  the  lime  these  reports  were  printed,  it  was  not  correctly  given  in 
that  work,  in  consequence  of  which  it  became  necessary  to  ha>e  500  copies  of 
our  badge  primed  in  colors,  and  neally  inserted  in  all  the  volumes  intended  for 
our  members. 

At  the  same  meeting  a  resolution  was  pasiied.  authorizing  a  distribution  of 
these  repoits  to  our  members  upon  the  payment  of  one  dollar  {%\,)  each. 

The  members  not  understanding  the  purport  of  the  resolution  or  not  appreci- 
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ating  the  value  of  the  work,  were  exceedingl^v  slow  in  sending  in  their  orders, 
in  addition  to  which  several  of  our  most  prominent  members  advocated  itti 
gratuitous  distribution  which  led  to  considerable  discussion  as  to  the  proper 
course  to  pursue)  it  was  finally  decided  to  issue  the  following  circularii: 

Office  of  Corresponcing  Srchetary,       I 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  TENNesssE,  \ 
Cincinnati,  ^VArBar^  74,  1870.  ) 

Sir: 

Your  attention  is  very  respectfiillj'  called  to  the  following  resolution  passed 
at  the  fourth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society,  held  at  Louisville,  Ky,, 
Nov.  17th,  1869: 

"  Resolved,  That  every  member  entitled  to,  and  desiring  a  copy  of  the 
combined  report  of  the  meeting  at  Chicago.  I>e  required  to  pay  to  the  Recording 
Secretary  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  upan  the  receipt  of  which  the  Recording 
Secretary  will  issue  an  order  upon  the  Corresponding  Secretary  to  forward  a 
copy  lo  said  member." 

The  object  of  which  resolution  is  to  replace  in  the  Treasury  of  the  Society 
funds  appropriated  therefrom,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  Local  Committee 
at  Chicago,  In  publishing  said  report.  In  consequence  of  Che  delay  incident  to 
a  strict  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  resolution,  we  have  concluded 
to  distribute  the  book  at  once,  and  request  each  member  receiving  a  copy,  to 
forward  one  dollar  to  Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton,  Secretary.  Washington 
City,  D.  C.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  amount  called  for  is  only  about 
one-third  of  the  actHal  east  of  publication. 

A.    HlCKENLOOPER. 

Corref^p0ndi»g  Secrelary. 
And  such  as  received  the  book  and  failed  to  respond  were  to  have  the  amount 
charged  to  their  account.  With  this  understanding  tlie  books  were  sent  out, 
principally  by  Express,  but  many  memtiers  rcriiding  at  places  remote  from  Ex- 
press lines  and  the  P.  O.  address  of  others  not  having  been  correctly  given 
many  copies  were  returned  at  Che  expense  of  the  Society.  To  remedy  this,  on 
the  jth  of  April,  I  issued  the  following  circular; 

Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.    ■ 

ClVCIKNATI.    April  =..   lino.  ) 

Sir: 

The  fourth  annual  report,  together  with  handsomely  bound  copy  of  report 
of  Chicago  meeting,  is  now  ready  for  delivery.  In  order  toavoid  the  expense 
attending  the  shipment  of  the  package  to  you,  and  its  re-shipinenl  back  in  the 
event  of  it«  being  mis-directed,  or  not  called  for,  you  are  requested  to  forward 
your  correct  Post  Office  address,  and  inform  us  which  way  you  desire  it  shall 
be  sent,  if  by  mail  you  will  be  required  to  forward  i;octs.  with  which  to  pre-pay 
postage,  and  if  by  Express  it  will  be  sent  to  your  address,  expense  of  trans- 
portation to  be  collected  on  delivery. 

A.     HlCKENLCOl'ER. 

After  which  I  forwarded  copies  of  the  report  lo  322  members  us  per  accom- 
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panytnj^  list.  I  have  slill  185  copk*  of  the  report  left,  read^  for  diatribution  to 
member*  who  have  not  je(  received  them. 

Our  last  annual  report*,  which  were  printed  in  Washington  under  Colonel 
Davlon's  nuperviGJon  and  forwarded'io  this  cilj',  were  sent  to  63omembeni,  this 
number  being  all  u-boGe  P.  O.  addressei-  had  been  recorded. 

On,  or  about  Ihe  first  of  Fcbruarv,  18^0,  I  received  from  the  Recording  Se- 
crelarv  and  tbruarded  to  memberK  a  circular,  calling  attention  to  the  resolution 
passed  at  our  last  annual  meeting,  in  reference  to  the  Certificate  of  MemberEhip. 
includin;;  also  a  statement  of  their  reiipective  accounts,  and  again  on  the  :Bt  of 
July  a  similar  circular  was  transmitted  to  members.  Out  of  585  received  from 
the  Recording  Secretary,  we  were  unable  to  transmit  1 19,  not  havint;  a  reliable 
record  o(  their  P.  O.  addresses,  and  out  of  456  sent,  llj  were  returned  "not 
called  for."  which  shows  thai  we  ha^■e  J54  members  whom  we  arc  unable  to 
reach  through  the  ordinary  channels  of  communication.  I  would  therefore 
a^ain  respectfully  sujj^st  that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  obtain  the  correct 
P.  O.  addresses  of  all  our  members.  1  have  also  received  from  the  Recording 
Secretary  and  forwarded  to  125  member*  of  the  Society,  their  Certificates  of 
Membership  an  per  avcompanying  list.  Submitted  herewith  »re  the  letter* 
received  from  absent  members. 

A,    HiCKEMLOOPER, 
Corresponding  Sccrrlary. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  E.  M.Joel: 

Kcsolvcd^  That  the  report  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be 
accepted  and  spread  upon  the  records  of  the  Society. 

The  Treasurer,  General  Force,  presented  his  annual  report  and  ■ 
read  the  same. 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Cincinnati.  Afri. 


BEE,    ( 

\ 

The  Society  at  the  last  meetii^  by  vote  directed  the  transfer  from  the  General 
Fund  to  the  Permanent  Fund,  of  three  hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  interest 
from  (|th  Nov.,  1869,  amounting  to  four  hundred  and  two  dollars  and  thirty -five 
cenis.  The  total  receipts  of  the  Permanent  Fund  since  the  last  meeting, 
including  this  transfer  and  the  balance  on  hand  at  the  last  meeting,  amount 
to  fourteen  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  seventy -four  cents.  Two  Government 
Bonds  for  five  hundred  dollars  each  were  bought  in  November  and  December, 
1869.  at  the  cost  of  eleven  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents.  This  fund  now  consists  of  Government  Bonds  for  thirty-five  hundred 
dollars,  and  cash  three  hundred  and  one  dollars  and  ninety-nine  cents. 

The  balance  remaining  in  the  General  Fund  at  the  last  meeting  was  eight 
hundred  and  eight  dollars  and  seventy -lour  cents.  Received  Kincc,  one  thousand 
and  forty-nine  dollars.  Four  hundred  and  two  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents 
were   transferred   to  the   Permanent  Fund,  and  one  thousand  and  sixty-nine 
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dollars  and  eightj'-Eeveii  cents  paid  out,  leaving  caeh  on  hand,  three   hundred 
and  eighty-five  dollars  and  tiAj'-lwo  cents. 

A  tabular  statement   is  annexed  with  this  report,  and  the  Treasurer's  book, 
the  vouchers  for  expenditure,  the  bonds  and  a  certilicate  of  deposits  Tor  cash. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  F.  Force, 

Society  oi 

Permanent  Fund.  Bonds  at  last  report,     -         ■         fl.500  00 
"  "      bought  since,  -         ■         -      i.ooo  00 

"  AmountofGovernmentBonds  now  held    (13. 

'■  Cash  remaining  at  last  report,        $381  98 

"  Transfer  from  General  Fund,  402  35 

"  Received  from  Colonel  Dayton,         305  00 

"  Interest  on  Government  Bonds,         31500 

"  Premium  on  gold  interest,  45  41 


Paid  for  (500  Bond,  Nov 
Dec 

(I.450  74 
.13,  ,869.  (58000 
.  3,  .869,       568  7S 

Cash  remaining. 

$1,148  7s 
tlOl  99 

(■■857  74 
Transfer  to  Permanent  Fund,  (   401  35 

Paid  out  on  vouchers,  herewith  filed,   1,069  ^7 

♦'■47^  " 

CaKh  remaining,         .......    (385  51 

Aggregate  cash  in  the  treasury,     .         -         .         .  687  51 


On  motion  of  General  Strong: 

Resolved^  That  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  be  accepted  and 
spread  upon  the  records  with  the  other  reports. 

No  further  business  of  "receiving  reports,"  and  proceeding  to 
"current  business"  the  president' announced  the  death,  since  our 
last  annual  meeting,  of  Colonel  S.  J.  Hicks,  40th  Illinois  Infantry, 
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also  Lieutenant  Egglestoti,  as  mailc  known  in  letters  received  by 
the  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Salbu.  III.,  March  19.  IS7L 
Mr.  a,  Hickevloopkh, 

Corresfending  Sfcrclary: 
Having  received  notice  of  tlie  lime  anil  place,  fifth  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society  of  the  Amiv  oflhe  Tennessee.  In  compliance  I  would  inform  vou  of 
inj'  husband's  death.  He  died  December  14th.  1S69.  It  is  ray  desire  Ihut  he 
nhould  be  remembered  bv  the  Society.  I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if.  as 
earl^  as  it  is  convenient,  a  Certificate  of  his  Membership  be  forwarded  to  me. 
I  have  i>ettled  all  dues,  have  the  receipts  of  the  Eame,  but  as  yet  have  not 
received  the  Certificate  of  Membership. 

Vour«  very  respect  fully, 

Mrs.  S.  G.  Micks. 

LiTCiiFiELU,  March  11.  1871. 
Mr.  Hickenlooper; 

As  you  are  Secretary  of  your  Society    I   now   inform   you   of  Lieutenant 
Ef^leston's  death,  which  occurred  July  6th,  i86c).  also  F.  K.  Lovcjoy,  who  died 
December  13rd,  1870.     Both  of  Consumption. 
Respectfully, 

Mrs.  K.  L.  Euulcston. 

General  Sherman,  in  speaking  of  Colonel  Hicks,  referred  to  his 
services  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  on  the  6th  of  April,  nine 
years  ago  this  day  and  jnst  Hbout  the  hour  he  was  speaking. 
Desiring  to  strike  the  enemy  in  tlank,  he  directed  Colonel  Hicks 
how  to  execute  the  movement  with  his  regiment  and  saw  him 
draw  his  sword,  declare  he  would  succeed,  and  he  rode  in  front 
leading  his  regiment  most  gallantly.  The  40th  Illinois  did  all  that 
was  expected  of  it.  holding  its  ground  also  well,  while  the  army 
formed  its  second  line  of  battle  from  which  the  enemy  never  drove 
it,  but  Colonel  Hicks  received  a  shot  through  the  body  which 
forced  him  to  retire  from  the  field  and  has  eventually  caused  his 
death.  He  further  spoke  of  Colonel  Hicks'  defense  of  the  post  of 
Paducah,  Kentucky,  later  in  the  war,  and  of  his  services  in  the 
Mexican  war,  and  that  he  had  always  been  the  trusty,  manly 
soldier  that  we  had  known  him,  and  he  deserved  the  remembrance 
of  every  soldier  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

General  Baldwin  oflcrcd  the  following: 

JtesohcJ.  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  extended   to  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  and  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  able  n 
in  which  they  have  rendered  services  to  the  Society. 
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General  Greshatn  offered  as  an  amendment  that  our  President. 
Recording  Secretarv,  Correspimding  Secretary  and  Treasurer  bt 
elected  and  continued  for  the  ensuing  vcar  witlioiit  action  of  the 
Committee  on  Nominations.  General  Sherman  protested  on  HIm 
own  behalf  to  such  action  and  desired  a  full  expression  of  the 
Society,  though  he  would  prefer  being  released  from  further 
duties  of  President.  General  Swaync,  In  an  effort  to  call  a  vote 
on  the  motion,  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  as  such  pro- 
ceeding would  tiilic  the  matter  from  the  Committee  which  should 
not  be  done.  General  Swavnc,  however,  put  the  motion  as  one 
of  the  committee  and  claimed  it  was  legitimate  and  it  was  carried, 
as  amended,  by  acclamation.  General  Sherman  again  protested, 
and  requested  that  some  one  eli-e  be  selected,  but  General  Grcsham 
called  a  point  of  order  that  the  motion  was  carried  and  was  not 
now  debatable. 

During  an  interim  of  business  at  this  time,  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  read  tlie  following  communications  from  absent 
members. 

LETTERS. 

CixncilBllffs.  Afril.i.  mi. 
Gksfral  a.  IIickeklooper, 

Cor  res  fond  iag  Srcrelary  Society  Army  of  Triine.'sre: 
Dear  Sir: — I  have  delayed  answering  vourii  of  March   ist,  hoping  that  I 
Nhould  be  able  to  attend  the  meeting  of  our  Army  llitH  month,  but  it  comeK  at 
a  time  that  I  am  under  engageuientt  that  I  can  not  break. 

I  regret  this  very  mtieh  as  I  had  looked  forward  to  Ihii  meeting  with  more 
than  UKual  interest.  I  hope  you  will  have  a  laeei-rs/u/,  i/irmeniaut  and 
f-lrasanl  reunion,  and  that  you  will  alt  come  out  of  it.  a»  our  old  army  used  to 
from  a  fight,  feeling  good  with  your  great  success  and  reativ  for  another. 
Wishing  lo  be  remembered  to  my  old  comrade!:  one  and  all,  I  am  truly. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

G,  M.  DouuE. 

357  West  jiBt  St.  New  York  City,  N.  Y.,  March  li.  mi. 

CBrrespotKiing  Secretary  Sofiety  of  the  Army  of  Ike  Temiessm 

Gr.ner.m.: — I  rt^ret  I  shall  not  be  able  lo  participate  in  tlic  reunion  of  our 

Society.  April  6th  and  7th  next.     Agreeably  to  vour  written  request  and  in 

accordance  with  article  3rd  of  our  Constitution  it  may  afford  pleasure  to  such 

of  my  friendt,  as  may  chance  to  be  present  at  the  reunion  lo  be  informed  that 
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after  yearn  of  protracted  and  severe  «ufferinj{  from  wounds  and  disease,  incurred 
In  Ihe  service,  which  resulted  in  partial  paralvsis,  I  have  recovered  and  am 
about  to  enjoj',  once  more,  through  the  kindness  of  Major-General  Geo.  B. 
McClellan,  engineer-in-chief  of  the  docks  and  wharves  of  New  York  Citv. 
the  highest  of  all  human  blessings — that  of  earning  bread  by  the  labor  of  my 
hands  and  the  sweat  of  my  brow — in  the  (practice  of  my  profession  at  a  civil 
engineer. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  the  health  and  happiness  of  each  and  all  of  the 
members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  and  of  the  members 
of  the  kindred  societies,  and  cordial  respect  to  yourself,  I  remain. 

ScHUYLBR  Hamilton, 
I^te  Major-General  VbIs.  V.  S.  A. 


DacATtR.  III.,  March  9,  1871. 
Genekal  a.  HickeMloopbr, 

Corrriponding  Secretary  S.  A.  of  T.: 
Your  notice  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  fith  and  7th  of  April  next,  was  received  to-day. 

It  will  be  imfiossible  for  me  to  attend  the  meeting  Ibis  year.     I  hope  the 
n  may  be  one  of  profit  and  pleasure  to  all  who  may  be  present. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  Oglesby, 


B  Department,  Montana  Territory,  ( 
Virginia  City,  Marek  IS,  1871.  f 


L  A.  Hic 


Cincitmati,  O.: 
Dear  General: — I  regret  that  distance  and  official  duties  here  will  prevent 
me  from  being  present  at  the  fifth  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  to  be  held  in  your  city  on  Ihe  6tli  and  7th  proximo.  From  my 
Rocky  Mountain  home  I  send  a  soldier's  greeting  to  my  brothers  of  the 
"  old  Am^v  "  in  council.  God  bless  them  and  Ihe  country  they  did  so  much 
to  save. 

Yours  sincerely. 


Office  of  U.  S.  Ma: 
General  A.  Hickenlooper, 

Correstoadimg  Secretary  Soclely  Army  Tennessee,  Cincinna/i,  O.: 
Dear  Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  notice  of 
the  time  and  place  of  meeting  of  our  Society. 

My  official  duties  and  the  great  distance  from  here  to  Cincinnati  will  prevent 
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my  attendance,  but  1  shall  not  Torget  the  time  or  occasion,  and  trust  that  at 
«ome  other  reunion  I  maj'  be  present.     1  am  sir. 

Very  reepeclfullv,  etc, 

Wm.  F.  Wheeler. 
P.  S.     I  am  trying  to  raise  another  ^50  for  the  McPherson  Monument  Fund. 
When  I  get  that,  will  send  on  the  list  of  subscribers. 

Fort  Wavnb.  Mich.,  A/arc6  ?(,  1871. 
Dear  General: — In  response  to  _vonr  circular  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  I 
regret  to  state  that  I  shall  be  deprived  the  pleasure  o(  meeting  with  our  com- 
rades of  the  Annjr  of  the  Tennessee  at  the  anniversary'  meeting  on  the  6th 
and  7th  proximo,  as  I  am  under  order  to  change  station  from  here  to  Port 
Leavenworth,  Kansas.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  can  not  be  present  to  greet 
the  oltl  friends,  when  acquaintance  was  made  under  such  vivid  circunis lances 
as  Introduced  to  each  other  at  "  Shiloh  "  the  fiersomue/  of  the  armies  of  the 
Cumberland  and  the  Tennesssee,  to  the  tbrmer  of  which  1  belonged  at 
that  time. 

With  cordial  greetings  to  all  our  tried  and  true  companions,  and  with  sincere 
wishes  that  your  meeting  may  be  like  all  of  ours,  a  glorious  reunion. 
I  remain,  fraternally  yours, 

B,  J.  D.  Irwine, 
Surffeoa  and  Srevci-Coloittl  U.  S.  A. 

Kansas  City,  Mo..  March  21,  1871. 
General  A.  Hickbnloop^r, 

Ctrrcspomditig  Secretary  Army  Tennessee,  CiacimKad,  Ohio: 
Dear   Sir: — Your  circular  of  1st  Inst.,  enclosing  notice  of  fif^h  annual 
meeting  of  our  Society,  was  duly  received. 

In  reply  I  would  state  that,  because  of  the  requirements  of  business  1  am 
very  reluctantly  compelled  to  be  absent  from  this  gathering  of  comrades  end 
their  friends.  Yet,  though  absent  in  person  ray  heart  Is  with  vou,  for  their  is 
a  tie  that  binds  men  who  have  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  the  trying  hours  of 
battle,  that  none  can  forget  even  if  it  were  desired,  and  only  those  who  have 
then  earned  the  name  o^  comrade  can  truly  appreciate. 

Permit  me  to  express  my  earnest  wishes  for  the  welfare  of  the  Society,  and 
the  individual  happiness  of  each  of  its  members,  and  I  remain, 
Very  truly  yours. 

RoBT.  C.  Crowell. 
Late  Mafor  SHIM  Mo.  Imf'ty  Veh. 

Bn'E  Grass  Stock  Farm,     \ 
Avon.  111.,  March  31),  1S71.   ( 
Gen.  a.  Hickbnlooper, 

Corresfonding  Secretary,  etc.: 
Dear  Sir:— It  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  meet  and  take  by  the  hand 
again  my  old  friends  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.     Other  engagements  will 


i.y  Google 


44^  (Proceedi-.igs  of  ike  Scdely 

prevent  niv  dornj;  so  al  this  time.     The  mei^lin<r  I  know   will  be   a   hoppv.  a 
jovous  one,  and  I  hope  all  mav  live  to  enjov  manv  Ruch. 

In  oomplinnce  with  article  3rd  of  our  Constitution,  can  onlv  sav  I  am  in 
inv  uHual  health.  Am  enga°;e(l  in  rarmin<;  and  Ktock-raisinK.  and  well  pleased 
with  the  biicinenn.  It  may  interv'^t  some  of  my  old  friends  to  know  that  a  year 
n^o  my  neighbors  honored  me  by  electing  me  to  the  offices  of  Supervisor  of 
the  town  and  SL-hnol  Direftnr.  I  also  hold  the  position  of  Corresponding; 
Setrelary  of  the  "  Union  Karmers'  Club"  ofthis  place. 

!  have  trieii  to  dlschar^je  these  pasition*  m  a  proper  manner,  and  do  not 
design  to  lie  loo  much  elated  by  mv  accumulation  of  honors.  With  kindest 
regards  to  all. 

1  remain  very  truly,  etc., 

Leon.vrd  F.  Ross. 


CovsTASTIM.PLE,  TlRKEV,  h'ebrBarv  13,  1X7 1. 
Colonel  L.  M.  n^YTOJ;. 

SecrHary  S:Kiely  Ai-my  of  Ike  Ti-Bnrs.'r>- : 
Mv  Dear  Sm:— I  send  you  herewith  three  dollars.  Two  for  Anny  Re- 
union and  other  documents,  and  one  for  my  dues  for  1871.  I  preserve  a  warm 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Society,  and  if  you  can  so  record  my  name  and 
address  as  to  injure  the  sending  to  me  of  future  reports  I  shall  be  much 
obliged.  Althou){h  I  am  probably  a  fi\ture  here  for  some  years,  I  take  much 
pleasure  in  knowing  what  l>ecomcs  of  our  old  comrades  of  the  campaigns  from 
Fort  Doni'lhon  lo  Raleigh. 

Verv  trulv   vours, 

H.    O.    DWIOHT. 

LalF  Isl  Lifutfitiinl  and  AdJKlaHl  iHlk  O.    V.  tmf/iHlry. 


Decatir,  Im...  Afiri/:-,,  1S7/. 
General  A.  Hickexlooper, 
Sfcrflary: 
Dear  S[r:— Circumstances  over  which  I  have  no!   (he  entire  t^onlrol  will 
prevent  me  from  being  with  you  tomorrow.     I  assure  yon   I  am  very  much 
disappointed,  for  I  had  anticipated  a  joyous  time  meeting  so  many  of  my  old 
comrades. 

1  wish  you  to  see  that  my  n.ime  is  entered  upon  (he  roll.  Send  me  a 
statement  of  my  account  with  the  Society,  and  I  will  remit  you  the  amount. 
Remember  me  to  members  of  the  "  Old  Staff"  who  may  be  present,  and  to  all 
old  army  friends. 

Hoping  you  may  enjoy  a  glorious  lime,  and  that  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  you  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society,  1  am, 
Yours  truly. 

GEORtiE  R.  Stile. 
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Princeton,  III.,  AfrilS,  1371. 
GenkhalA.   IIickenlooper, 

Corresfandiug  Sperctary  Society  Army  Temiesnee: 
Sir: — I  am  reluctantly  compelled  to  send  my  regrets  that  I  cannot  meet 
with  our  Society  at  its  reunion  of  the  6lh  and  7th.  I  have  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  doctor  for  some  time,  but  indulged  the  hope,  until  now.  that  I  would 
escape  him  in  sea>ii)n  to  meet  with  my  friends  on  this  interesting  anniversary. 
Please  to  assure  them  my  interest  is  unabated,  and  1  shall  ever  stand  ready  to 
contribute  my  mite,  to  carry  out  the  aims  and  objects  of  our  association. 
With  best  wishes  for  all,  1  remain, 

Yours  trvly. 

C,  C.   KSLLOGti. 

United  States  Internal  Revesue,       i 
Collector's  Opfick  First  District  Ky.,    ■ 
Paducah,  Afirila,  1S7I.  ) 

General  A.  IIickbklouper, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Society  Army  of  Tennessee,  Cincinnati.  O,: 
Sir: — I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  invitation  to  attend  the 
tilth  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  at  Cincinnati  on  the  6th  and  7th  instant,  and 
regret  exceedingly  that  my  official  duties  as  Collector  Internal  Revenue  are 
pressing  me  so  close  just  at  thiB  time  as  to  render  it  improper  for  me  to  leave 
my  office;  hence  I  will  not  be  able  to  attend. 

My  heart  is  with  you.     Hoping  you  may  alt  have  a  good  time,  I  remain. 
Yovrs  truly, 

John  B.  Call. 

L<ile  Colonel  J6fi  Illinois  Infantry. 

Clinton,  III.,  Martk  i7,  tS7l. 
General  A.  IUckenlooper, 

Cerresfending  Secretary,  etc.: 
Mv  Dear  General:— I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  received  your 
notice  of  Ihe  (ifth  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 
and  I  am  iiorry  to  say  (liat,  owing  to  a  press  of  professional  business,  1  will  be 
unable  to  attend  in  person,  but  rest  assured  1  will  he  with  you  in  the  spirit. 

I  was  with  the  Arra_v  of  the  Tennessee  from  its  organiKation  until  atter  the 
surrenderor  Atlanta,  and  I  have  always  considered  the  battle  of  Shiloh  the 
severest  ordeal  through  which  il  passed.  I  therefore  deem  the  6th  and  7th  of 
April  the  most  appropriate  time  for  this  annual  meeting  of  the  Society. 
I  hope  you  may  have  a  happy  reunion,  and  believe  me.  General,  that  on  the 
■<>th  and  7th  the  memory  of  Shiloh  and  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  will  be 
with  me.  ' 

Your  obedient  servant. 

C.GoOt>llR.\KE. 

Late  Surgeon  i'JIk  lllitioi.i  Infantry. 


i.y  Google 


•  44^  'Proceedings  of  the  Society 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  March  10,  Wt. 

A.   lllCKBKLOOPeR, 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Cincinnati.  O. : 
Dear  Sir: — Your  circular,  bearing  date  March  1st,  is  at  hand.     If  within 
sibilitv,  I  will  join  tKe  annual  festival  of  the  Society.     If  not 
be  with  vou  in  sympathv. 
intinues  the  eame  and  will  for  all  titne,  so  iar  a«  liuman  pro- 

Respectfullv, 

Ed.  ».  Webster. 

Late  Captain  Company  A,  I2lk  Indiana  Infantry. 

Champaiun-,  III.,  Marck  9.  1871. 

tding  Secretary  S.  A.  of  T.i 

iNEHAL: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
ne,  place,  and  object  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the 
nnessee.  It  i»  a  source  of  great  persona!  gratification  tome 
forte  are  being  made  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  old 
e  so  dear  to  every  one  who  participated  in  the  late  rebellion. 
co-operate  with  your  Society  in  any  way  that  I  can  to  make 
ijects  of  the  Society.  I  left  the  army  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
I'tice  of  the  law  at  thiK  place,  where  I  have  ever  since  remained. 
:hed  upon  my  banners.  Grateful  for  the  blessing  of  a  wise  and 
;nce  in  permitting  me  to  see  our  country  emerge  from  the 
)dy  war  and  see  her  again  clothed  in  the  habitation  of  peace 

1  remain,  yours  most  respectfully, 

Thomas  J.  Smith. 

I-'AiRFiELD,  Iowa,  Marck  IS,  IS7J. 

nding  Secretary  Society  of  lie  Army  of  Ike  Tennessee: 
Although  I  very  much  desire  to  be  present  and  take  part  in 
meeting  of  the  Society,  yet,  unless  I  can  make  a  permanent 
business  atTairs,  I  can  not  attend.  There  are  others  here, 
;r8  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  who  would  like  information 
nitiation  fees,  and  transportation. 

V'erv  respectfullv  yours, 

P.  N.  W.WDS, 
Late  Surgeon  39ti  /owa  Infl.,  ilk  Div.,  151*  Corps. 

Iowa  Cctv,  Iowa.  March  16.  1S71. 

nding  Secretary  Army  Tennessee,  Cincinnati,  O.; 

Your  favor  of  the  ist  inst.  enclosing  notice  of  the  linh  annual 

innati,  on  the  6th  and  7th  of  April  next,  is  at  hand, 

Singly  that  business  engagements  will  prevent  me  from  attend- 
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ing  the  reunion  this  vear,  but  I  can  assure  ,tou  and  my  comradcG  that  I  have 
not  lost  my  interest  in  the  Society,  and  though  1  can  not  be  preaent  in  person, 
I  will  be  in  spirit. 

I  look  forward  to  the  time  when  these  meetings  will  be  even  more  interesting 
than  they  are  now,  for  as  the  years  pass  by  and  our  number  are  reduced  by 
the  grim  tyrant  death,  those  who  are  tell  that  bear  the  proud  title  "Soldiers  of 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee"  will  gather  together,  and  as  they  fight  the  battle 
o'er  again,  the  comrades  who  have  gone  before  to  that  land,  "where  all  is 
peace,"  will  be  remembered  with  kind  hearts.  With  best  wishes  for  the  welfare 
of  the  Society, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Albert  S.  Bixbey. 

West  Liberty,  Iowa,  March  S3,  IS71. 
General  A.  Hickgnloopbr, 

CorresfoHdiHg  Secretary  Sociely  A  rmy  of  the,  Tennestee ; 
Sir: — 1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  notice  of  the  time 
and  place  for  holding  the  litlh  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee.     I  regret  exceedingly  my  inability  to  attend,  and  I  shall  watch 
with  intense  interest  for  the  publication  of  your  proceedings. 

As  the  years  pass  away,  my  pride  at  having  been  a  member  of  the  grand 
old  Army  of  the  Tennessee  deepens,  and  I  shall  ever  cherish  the  most  fraternal 
feelings  toward  all  who  participated  in  its  historic  hardships,  slru^les  and 
victories. 

With  the  hope  that  the  fifth  annual  meeting  will  be  as  pleasant  and  interest- 
ing as  those  which  have  preceded  it,  and  that  the  interest  in  our  Society  will 
continue  to  increase  as  our  numbers  diminish, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  Clark, 
Laic  Caftain  S5th  lo-uia  Inf. 

VicKSBrao,  Miss.,  Mareh  SS,  1871. 
A.  Hickenlooper: 

Dear  Sir: — I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  invitation  to  attend  the  meeting 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  April,  and  would  have 
been  much  pleased  to  meet  the  old  ex-otKcers,  but  circumstances  are  such  that 
1  can  not  attend.  My  brotherly  feeling  is  with  you  all.  Please  send  me  the 
proceedings  of  the  meeting  when  published.  With  due  respect, 
I  remain  as  ever, 

Captain  P.  Sharp, 
Late  I7lk  Army  Corfs. 

Bloomington,  March  SI,  1871. 
General  A.  Hickbxlcoper: 

Dear  Sir:— The  time  for  the  meeting  of  our  Society  is  at  the  door,  and  I 
am  as  far  removed  from  a  possibility  of  attending  as  when  I  received  your 
notice  some  weeks  ago. 
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To  say  that  I  r^ret  my  inability  to  go  to  Cincinnati,  caused  by  the  nature 
of  my  business,  would  but  feebly  express  my  disBppointment  not  to  be  able  to 
join  you  again  at  our  pleasant  reunions.  But  of  this  I  assure  you,  my  attach- 
ment to  the  Society  remains  strong  and  warm,  even  should  I  never  be  able  to 
attend  the  annual  meetings. 

Wishing  you  and  all  your  old  comrades  a  very  happy  time, 
1  remain,  dear  sir,  very  rcipeclfully  yours. 

Christian  Riebsame, 

Bloomittglon.  III. 

Galena,  III..  April  i,  1871. 
General: — In  compliance  with  article  3  of  the  Constitution  of  the  "Society 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  1  have  respectfully  to  state  my  inability  to  be 
present  at  its  iitth  annual  reunion,  although  my  desire  to  attend  was  never 
greater  than  now,  on  account  of  the  time  of  its  meeting.  The  very  mention 
of  the  6th  and  7th  of  April,  no  doubt  sends  a  thrill  of  remembrance  to  the 
heart  of  every  comrade  of  our  gallant  old  Army  of  lie  Teniiesiiee.  I  trust  the 
boys  wilt  not  find  it  quite  as  wami  in  Cincinnati  as  we  found  it  on  those 
memorable  days  at  "  Pittsburg  Landing."  Hoping  you  may  have  a  successfut 
meeting. 

I  am  very  truly  yours, 

Lot;9  H.  EvARTS. 

BRIUADIER-GenGRAL  A.  HlCKENLOOPBR, 

Corresfoaditig  Secretary  Society  of  tie  Army  of  lie  Teitnestee. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  Afrili,  ISTl. 
General  A.  Hickenloopgr, 

CorreefondiHg  Secretary  Society  Army  Tennessee.  Cincinnati.  O.: 
Dear  General; — At  the  eleventh  hour  I  find  myself  sorely  disappointed 
in  being  unable  lo  attend  our  reunion  in  Cincinnati,  on  the  6th  and  7th  of  this 
month.  The  coming  on  for  trial  of  an  important  suit  prevents  me  from  Ihis 
year  enjoying  the  much  anticipated  pleasure  of  meeting  my  friends  and  com- 
rades of  the  old  '"Army  of  the  Tennessee," 

Feeling  confident  that  those  who  are  so  fortunate  as  to  be  able  to  attend  will 
have,  as  General  Rawlins  would  say,  "  a  good  time  together,''  and  sincerely 
hoping  such  may  l>e  the  case,  I  will,  though  not  present  in  the  flesh,  be  there 
in  spirit. 

Very  truly  yours. 

R.  S.  TtTHILL, 

Late  ofSlh  Mich.  Bait..  -Ird  Div.,  nth  A.  C. 
Gaiva.  III..  Aprils,  1371. 

GeKERAL  a.   l{tCKENLOOPER, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Army  of  tie  Tennessee: 
Dear  Sir: — It  becomes  my  duty  in  compliance  with  our  By-Laws  to  notify 
you  of  my  inability  to  be  present  at  the  reunion  of  our  Society  on  the  6th  and 
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jth  insl.  It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  am  forced  to  absent  mj-self  therefrom, 
and  I  aeoiire  you  were  I  not  occupying  ^  position  where  I  am  not  Tree  to  do  a$ 
I  wifh  in  this  matter,  I  should  most  certainly  be  witli  you,  for  it  would  be  a 
great  pleasure  to  meet  with  my  brother  officers  on  the  anniverBary  of  that 
little  unpleasantness  at  Shiloh.  But  while  we,  through  the  care  and  guidance 
of  the  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  are,  on  the  anniversary  of  that  terrible  conflict, 
to  renew  again  our  pledges  of  friendship  and  brotherly  love  for  the  living,  let 
us  not  forget  the  departed  heroes  who  on  that  terrible  day  gave  up  their  lives 
that  their  country  might  live.  Remember  me  in  kindness  to  the  Society,  and 
though  absent  in  person  my  heart  is  with  you. 

1  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  truly  yours, 

N.  Flamsburq, 
Late  Adjutant  ST  Ills.  In/'iy  Voh. 

Iroston,  O.,  Afril  S,  1871. 
General  A.  IIickenluoper, 

Carres  ponding  Secretary,  and  Brothers  of  Society  Army  Tennessee: 
I  regret  very  much  my  inability  to  be  with  you  at  the  fifth  reunion,  urgent 
private  business  makes  it  impossible.     Accept  my  best  wishes  and  the  asnurance 
that  my  heart  is  with  you  in  your  deliberations,  and  yearns  to  meet  old  familiar 
faces. '   Hoping  to  be  present  at  your  next  reunion, 

I  am,  respectfully  yours,  etc., 

Hloh  Dlsne, 
Late  Cafiaia  Co.  F.  nth  O.  V.  Infty. 

They  were  well  liBtencd  to  by  the  Society,  and  received  with 
pleasure  quite  characteristic  of  the  fellowship  of  the  members  of 

A  communication  was  also  read  by  the  President,  from  the 
Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association,  tendering  to  the 
members  of  our  Society  the  complimentary  use  of  the  Library 
and  Rc.iding  rooms  during  our  meeting  here. 

On  motion  of  General  McArthiir: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report 
resuhitions  in  regard  to  the  death  of  the  late  Colonel  S.J.  Hicks. 

The  Chairman  appointed  as  such  committee;  Generals  Mc- 
Arthiir, Spooner  and  Rice. 

On  motion  of  General  Landrum: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report 
resolutions  in  regard  to  the  death  of  General  Joseph  A.  Mower. 

The  Chairman  announced  the  committee  to  consist  of  General 
Landrum,  General  Gresham  and  Colonel  Rusk. 

General  Hickenlooper,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  the  Mc- 
Pher.son  Monument,  submitted  their  report  as  follows: 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  McPHERSON  MONUMEXT. 

Cincinnati.  AfritG,  1871. 
Mr.  Pretideni  and  Mfmbers  of  Ike  Society  oftkf  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Gbntlemen: — On  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  McPherson  Monument,  I 
have  the  honor  lo  lubmil  for  the  information  of  the  Society,  the  following 

Balance  remaining  in  my  hands  Nov.  171!),  1S69,  as  per  last  report,    $6,0:2  72 

Since  which  date  the  following  subscriptions  have  been  received: 
Nov.  18.  1869.     Major  Wm.  Dunn.  -         ■         ■  ♦  15  00 

"       18.     "        Colonel  J.  Rusk,    ....  35  00 

War.  30,  1870.     Through  Major  W.  P.  Craighill 

Dr.  Welden.  ■         ■         -         ■      $50  00 

' Colonel  C,  S.  Turnhill,     -         -  25  00 

"       "      "        General  Reid.         -         -         -         -         50  00 
'■       '■      ■'        Colonel  Bingham,     -         -         -         -     Ji;  oo 

Wra.  Rice, 25  00 

M.  McDonald,  -        -        -        -      5  00 

May  31,  1870.  Colonel  W.  H.  Heath,         -         -  i  00 

"  Lieutenant  Gladding.      •         ■  5  00 

Nov.  14,    "  Captain  W.  H.  Carr,  -         -  i  06 

"     21,    "  Through  Colonel  W.  H.  Wheeler,  50  00 

Apr.    6,    "  Interest  account,  -         ■         -  364  00      fijl  00 


Out  of  which  have  been  paid  expenses  of  photo- 
graphing  designs  and  frames  for  same  as  per 
voucherB  herewith, »s8  80 

Postage  and  stationery. i  80        61  60 

April  6,     Balance  in  my  hands,      -         -         -  f6,6l2   11 

Amount  in  hands  of  General  Leggett,  as 

per  last  report.  -         -         -         -  l^-'73  34 

Interest  lo  date, 130  40#i,303  74 

Amount  pledged  by  Lewis  McLain,  -         -  14-3*'  00 

General  R,  P.  Buckland,       -  3,000  00 


Grand  total  available, (16.136  36 

From  which  it  will  be  ^een  that  thih  Committee  have  but  $3,915  86  actual 
cash  on  hand. 

As  reported  at  our  lact  annual  meeting,  this  Committee,  on  the  ijlh  day  of 
October,  1S69.  entered  into  a  contract  with  T.  D.  Jones  for  the  erection  of  an 
equestrian  statue,  after  designs  submitted  by  him — Cornelius  Bealer  being  his 
security  for  the  faithful  performance  of  said  contract. 
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On  the  lat  day  of  November,  1S69,  Mr.  Jonea  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  Mr.  Bealer,  by  which  said  Bealer  waa  to  advance  said  Jones  such  aums  of 
money  aa  would  enable  him  to  proceed  with  Ihe  work,  in  consideration  for 
which  advances  Jones  assigned  to  said  Bealer  all  hia  right,  title  and  interest  in 
the  payments  in  said  contract,  and  directed  that  all  moniea,  which  should  at 
any  time  become  due.  should  be  paid  to  said  Bealer. 

Mr.  Jones  proceeded  acti\'ely  to  work  and  on  the  day  Tolloning  (he  eigning 
or  the  contract,  we  visited  Clyde,  O.,  and  selected  the  site  for  the  monument. 
He  at  once  commenced  putting  in  the  foundation,  and  completed  it  on  or  about 
the  loth  of  December,  1869. 

Before  commencing  the  work  we  found  it  would  be  necessary,  in  order  to  get 
a  suitable  foundation,  to  increase  its  depth  some  two  feet,  which  was  accordingly 
done,  and  the  entire  foundation  paid  for  as  followa,  viz: — 

By  T  Jones, $950  00 

By  Clyde  Association, 475  00  fi.-j;;  00 

Mr,  Jones  then  proceeded  to  enlarge  bis  studio  and  made  some  progreait  with 
his  lirst  or  "study"  model,  but  on  the  14th  day  of  May.  1870.  Cornelius  Bealer 
died,  and  J.  C.  Fiedeldey,  of  Cincinnati,  was  appointed  administrator.  Mr. 
Fiedeldey  refused  to  acknowledge  the  validity  of  the  contract  or  agreement 
between  Bealer  and  Jones,  and  declined  to  make  the  necessary  advances,  which 
condition  of  atfairK  rendered  it  impossible  for  Mr.  Jones  to  proceed  with  the 

On  the  13th  of  July,  1S70,  I  had  the  following  notice  served  personally  upon 
the  administrator. 

CiNcl-N>-ATl,  ^aly  2J,  1370. 
J.  C.  FiEDELBEV.  Esq., 

Adm.  0/  Ctrmfllus  BeaUr,  dec'd.  No.  2U  £.  Third  S/ree/,  C/n..  O.r 

Sir:— I  desire  to  officially  inform  you  thai  on  the  13th  day  of  October,  1S69, 
Cornelius  Bealer  became  surety  in  the  sum  of  liVenty  thousand  ($JaoooJ 
dollars  for  the  prompt  anii  faithful  execution  of  a  certain  contract  for  the 
erection  at  a  monument  to  the  meniory  of  General  James  B.  McPherson, 
entered  into  on  the  13th  day  of  October.  1869,  between  Thomas  D,  Jones, 
(son-in-law  of  said  Dealer,)  of  the  first  part,  and  W.  B.  Hazen.  M.  D.  Leggetl 
and  A.  Hickenloopur  of  the  second  part,  and  furtherthat  wee.vpectand  intend 
to  hold  the  estate  of  said  Cornelius  Bealer  responsible  for  any  delay  or  failure 
upon  the  pari  of  liald  Thomas  D.  Jones  in  executing  said  contract. 
Respectfullv, 

A.    IllCKESLOOPEH, 

for  Ihc  Committee. 
No  attention  having  been  paid  to  this  communication,  and  he  still  refusing  to 
make  the  necessary  advances,  Mr.  Jones,  some  time  in  August.  1870,  brought 
suit  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  to  compel  the  enforcement  of  the  contract 
or  ogreement  between  himself  and  Cornelius  Bealer.  On  the  16th  of  February, 
1S71,  this  suit  was  decided  in  Mr,  Jones'  favor,  and  the  following  opinion  de- 
livered by  the  presiding  Judge: 
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COMMON  PLEAS  DISTRICT  COURT. 
B,fort  ymdfre  C«. 


"Thomas  D.  Jones  t'.«.  J.  C.  Fiedeldey,  administrator  of  Cornelius  Healer. 
The  plalnlilT  sought  to  have  a  specific  performance  of  a  contract,  made  between 
himself  and  Bealer.  his  father-in-law.  in  his  lifetime,  enforced.  He  alleged 
that  he  made  a  contract  with  a  committee  to  erect  a  monument  at  CIvde.  Ohio. 
to  General  McPherson,  for  which  he  was  lo  receive  (14,000  with  the  privilege- 
of  obtaining  subscriptions  lo  the  amount  of  (6,000  marv;  that  he  was  unable 
lo  complete  the  contract  by  reason  of  llie  want  of  funds,  and  tliat  Bealer  in- 
duced him  to  enter  into  Die  contract  by  agrecinj;  to  go  upon  the  bond  and 
advance  a  suflicient  amount  of  funds  to  complete  the  work,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose entered  into  a  contract  as  security  that  plainlilf  would  properly  perform 
his  contract  with  the  committee.  By  the  contract  between  Jones  and  the 
decedent  Bealer  was  not  only  to  receive  the  money  from  the  committee  on 
plaintiff's  contract  with  them,  but  was  also  lo  receive  a  balance  of  (S.ooo,  being 
advances  made  by  Bealer  to  plain  tiff  upon  the  Lincoln  monument  at  Columbus. 
Ohio.     The  contract  was  made  in  the  form  of  an  assignment  by  Jones  to  Bealer. 

'■Jones  went  ahead  with  the  work.  As  long  as  he  lived  Bealer  did  carry  out 
the  terms  of  the  contract  with  Jones,  and  the  presumption  was,  said  the  Court. 
from  his  good  meaning  toward  his  son-in-law,  and  the  pride  he  took  in  his 
abilities,  he  would  have  completed  it;  but  he  died,  and  Fiedeldey,  who  was 
appointed  administrator,  did  not  feel  that  he  was  authorized  by  law  lo  advance 
the  money  necessary  lo  build  the  monument,  lie  claimed  that  the  contract  in 
controversy  was  such  a  one  as  sounds  in  money,  and  that  Jones  could  be 
reimbursed  in  damages. 

"The  court  said  that  as  a  general  rule,  the  principle  claimed  by  defendant 
was  correct;  but  there  were  some  exceptions  to  it,  and  the  exceptions  were  such 
a*  to  be  judged  of  from  the  nature  of  the  facts  in  each  case.  This  case  had 
many  peculiarities.  Healer  was  supposed  to  be  wealthy.  Jones  was  worth 
nothing.  This  committee  would  have  an  action  against  Bealer.  if  Jones  were 
unable  to  complete  the  monument.  At  any  rale  the  estate  was  liable  for  the 
contract  with  the  committee.  The  contract  was  a  peculiar  one,  and  if  Jones 
failed  in  any  part  of  it  he  was  to  lose  the  right  to  the  money  that  the  committee 
were  to  par.  as  well  as  the  (6,000  for  which  he  might  solicit.  The  Court  also 
thought  that  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  ptaintifT's  profession,  that  of  artist. 
the  failure  to  complete  the  monument  would  be  injurious  to  his  reputation  as 
an  artint.  and  therefore  there  was  no  measure  of  damages  by  which  his  injuricH 
could  be  reckoned.  This  was,  therefore,  one  of  that  class  of  cases  which  would 
come  up  fully  to  the  spirit  of  those  principles  which  require  parties  specifically 
to  perform  their  contracts,  because  theestate  would  be  liable  for  the  full  amount 
of  money  the  administrator  would  have  to  advance  now.  The  contract  of  the 
deceased  was  a  fair  one.  The  consideration  being  good,  the  adminittrator 
being  liable,  and  the  result  of  the  non-fulfillment  of  the  contract  lo  complete 
the  monument  being  a  detriment  to  plaintiff  which  could  not  be  compensated. 
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it  seemed  to  the  Court  that  the  ose  required  the  defendant  to  perforni  the 
contract  and  advance  the  money,  though  a  judgment  would  be  allowed  against 
plaintiff  for  the  t8,aoo  heretofore  advanced  him  by  the  deceased  on  the 
Lincoln  monument." 

Gemeral  Ptvyell  far  J'iaialiJ;    Jndgt  CaUiotil  romlra.— 

The  case  was,  however,  immediately  appealed  to  the  District  Court,  where 
it  at  present  rests.  By  reference  to  the  former  report,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
time  within  which  this  contract  should  have  been  executed  will  expire  on  the 
13th  day  of  April,  and  that  this  Committee  may.  after  giving  ten  days  notice 
of  its  intention  so  to  do,  proceed  by  contract  or  days  work  to  complete  the 
monument,  holding  the  surety  responsible  for  any  loss  or  damage  resulting 
from  the  nonfulfillraent  of  the  contract.  As  Mr.  Jones  has  not  seen  propsr 
to  formally  notify  us  of  his  inability  to  proceed,  we  are  not  able  at  present  to 
determine  our  future  course  in  reference  to  this  important  work.  We,  how- 
ever desire,  I  assure  you.  that  nothing  in  our  power  will  be  left  undone  to 
secure  the  early  completion  of  a  monument  creditable  alike  to  McPhereon's 
memory  and  our  Society.  We  have  before  called  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  but  little  over  one-third  of  the  amount  for  which  the  members  of  this 
committee  became  personally  responsible,  is  in  their  hands,  or  under  their 
immediate  control,  and  as  they  assumed  the  responsibility  before,  under  the 
impression  that  the  outstanding  fundii  would  be  transferred  to  them  as  soon  us 
the  contract  was  signed,  and  this  not  having  been  done,  they  seriously  doubt 
the  propriety  of  again  becoming  responsible  for  a  sufn  lai^ely  in  excess  of  the 
amount  in  their  hands,  and  this  conEiderati(>n  may  make  it  necessary  to  aban- 
don the  present  contract,  and  all  claims  for  damages  under  the  same,  and 
necessitate  the  erection  of  a  much  less  imposing  monument,  the  cost  of  which 
will  not  be  in  excess  of  the  amount  now  at  their  disposal.  As  Congress  has 
already  donated  a  sufficient  number  of  captured  cannon  to  cast  the  figures,  and 
the  foundation  (costing  fi, 41 5)  being  now  in,  we  sincerely  hope  it  will  not 
become  necessary  to  take  any  backward  steps,  but  that  the  money  heretofore 
raised  and  pledged  will  be  promptly  transferred  to  this  committee,  thereby  en- 
abling them  to  proceed  with  the  work  according  to  the  designs  already  adopted. 
Respectfully, 

A.    IllCKENLnOPER, 

Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Nichols: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  committee  con- 
tinued in  charge  as  heretofore. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  just  passed  upon,  the  President, 
at  the  request  of  (reneral  Hickenloopcr,  read  the  following  letter 
from  Mr.  Jones- 
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CoLVMKVS,  O.,  A^ril  S.  1^1.   . 

To     THE      MiLITARV     CoMMITTEK    OF    THE     AkMY    OP    THE    TENNESSEE, 
CHARGED      WITH     TKB      BRKCTION     OF     THE      McPHESSOIT      MONL'MEN'T, 

General  EIazrn,  General  Leoobtt  an'd  General  Hickenlooper: 

Gentlemen:—!  most  deepir  irgrel  to  be  compelled  to  announce  to  the 
committee  by  whose  judgment  I  was  selected  as  the  artist,  under  a  contract 
with  you  to  execute  the  monument  to  be  erected  to  the  ntemory  of  the  noble, 
gallant  and  much  beloved  General  McPherson,  that  owing  to  circumstances 
wholly  beyond  my  control,  aRer  having  spent  much  time,  and  nearl/  one 
thousand  dollani  upon  the  worL,  I  am  and  shall  be  unable  to  fUltiU  the  contract 
by  the  time  ifeeifi'eJ. 

When  I  took  il,  (said  contract,)  I  felt  confident  that  I  had  made  such  pecu- 
niary arrangements,  that  I  could  obtain  all  the  money  required  by  the  contract 
to  be  expended  by  me.  belbre  I  should  be  entitled  to  draw  any  portion  of  the 
funds  in  vour  hands.  I  did  procure  money  enough  with  which  to  erect  the 
foundation  for  the  monument,  and  from  all  1  can  learn  it  was  well  done,  but  I 
find  myself  utterly  unable  to  furnish  the  large  amount  needed  for  tlie  further 
prosecution  of  the  work.  The  sad  necessity  thus  forced  upon  me  to  abandon 
the  great  work,  to  whose  succeBBlii]  completion  I  had  Looked  forward  with  the 
just  and  honorable  pride  and  hope  of  an  artist,  whose  heart  is  in  his  labors, 
brings  lo  me  more  di»appointment  and  pain  thiLn  it  can  to  you.  But  simple 
justice  to  you.  demands  that  I  submit  to  this  grevious  blow,  and  that  I  shall 
not  longer  allow  my  misfortunes  in  the  matter  to  impede  the  completion  of 
the  monument.  I  can  only  hope  that  the  committee,  and  all  the  friends  of  the 
great  and  heroic  dead  whose  virtues  this  monument  is  to  commemorate,  will 
do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that  only  "  my  poverty,  not  my  will  consents."' 
and  white  they  may  find  an  abler  artist  to  take  up  my  unfinished  work,  they 
can  not  find  one  who  can  or  will  labor  in  it  with  a  more  earnest  purpose,  or  a 
deeper  love  and  enthusiasm  Ibr  the  memory  of  him,  to  whose  patriotism, 
bravery,  talents  as  a  soldier,  and  gentle  and  winning  graces  of  heart  and  voice, 
and  smile  and  manner,  the  monument  Ib  to  be  erected  by  that  glorious  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,  of  which  he  was  one  of  its  favorite  and  trusted  leaders. 
1  am  gentlemen,  most  truly  yours, 

T.  D.  Jokes, 

Scu/ftar, 

P.  S.  If  I  have  not  been  tompromiied  by  fatt,  (for  when  death  intervenes 
between  us  and  our  dearest  hopes)  who  shall  decide?  I  am  prepared  to  give 
efker  bonds  than  those  furnished  you  in  Cincinnati  for  a  completion  of  the 
McPherson  monument. 

T.  D.  J. 

The  subject  of  a  monutnctit  for  the  late  General  Rawlins  was 
brought  tip  and  the  committee  appointed  at  the  last  annual  meeting 
called  on  for  a  report.  General  Gresham,  who  introduced  the 
subject,  stated  that  he  did  not  think  it  possible  to  raise  the  money 
to  secure  it,  but  asked  further  time  for  the  committee  which  was 
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granted.  General  Sherman  remarked  that  the  men  who  composed 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  were  dying  too  rapidly  for  the  Society 
to  be  able  to  give  them  costly  monuments,  and  when  efforts  of 
commemoration  are  attempted,  they  should  be  of  as  simple  a 
character  as  possible,  and  make  the  burthen  to  the  living  as  light 
as  can  be.  Nobody  would  question  the  devotion  we  held  for  our 
departed  comrades. 

The  President  called  upon  the  committee  appointed  to  raise 
the  fifty  thousand  dollar  fund  for  the  family  of  General  Rawlins. 
The  committee  asked  for  further  time  which  was  granted,  to  report 
at  our  next  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Markland: 

Jicsohed,  That  the  Society  extend  its  thanks  to  the  Young 
Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association  for  offering  the  use  of  their 
Library  and  Reading  Rooms  to  our  members. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  Society  it  adjourned 
until  7:30  for  the  exercises  of  the  welcome  and  annual  addresses. 

ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 

Pike's  Hall.  ) 

Cincinnati.  April  6,  7.-30f.  m.    f 
The  Society  met  as  per  adjournment  and  called  to  order  by  the 
President. 

First  in  the  order  of  exercises: 

Prayer — Rev,  A.  R.  Taylor. 
Music  by  Drum  Corps; — ^^Reveille." 

The  President  announced  the  welcome  address,  and  presented 
General  M.  F.  Force,  who  was  greeted  most  enthusiastically,  and 
spoke  as  follows: 

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME  BY  JUDGE  (GENERAL)  M. 
F.  FORCE. 

Comrades: — On  behalf  of  the  resident  members,  I  bid  you 
welcome.     We  hope  you  will  have  a  good  time. 

Though  some  reminiscences  of  battle  droop  from  the  walls, 
mingled  with  the  emblems  of  peace,  we  have  not  come  together 
to  stir  up  strife  or  fan  its  embers.     We  have  had  enough  of  war. 

You,  Mr.  President,  while  leading  us  in  a  campaign,  said  "war 
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is  barbarous  and  you  ciin  not  refine  it,"  The  recent  contest  in 
Europe  confirmed  the  statement. 

But  war  is  somctimcK  unavoidable,  and  not  without  compensa- 
tion. The  one  through  which  we  had  to  pass  awoke  the  Ameri- 
can people  to  a  knowledge  of  their  power;  dispelled  the  old 
opinion  that  a  republic  is  necessarily  a  weak  Government;  removed 
the  source  of  contention  that  arrayed  and  embittered  the  two 
sections  of  the  country  against  each  other;  gave  to  every  man 
equal  rights  before  the  law  to  use  the  faculties  which  Gjd  has 
given  him;  opened  to  the  South  the  way  to  3  prosperity  which 
wax  impossible  under  the  old  system;  and  made  our  institutions 
homogeneous,  so  that  when  the  estrangement  which  this  genera- 
tion must  endure  shall  have  passed  away,  the  country  will  present 
a  harmonious  people.  And  after  all,  the  thousands  who  were 
killed  were  not  lost.  What  mother  would  exchange  her  dead  boh 
so  killed,  for  any  living  youth  in  the  land? 

If  the  war  opened  opportunity  for  abuses,  it  also  called  into 
play  the  noblest  traits.  The  men  who  went  into  the  field,  offered, 
you  know  how  cheerfully  they  gave,  their  lives  from  a  pure  sense 
of  duty.  The  men  who  did  not  go,  poured  out  their  means  with- 
out stint.  Women,  giving  and  toiling  for  the  sick  and  wounded, 
added  new  lovliness  even  to  womanhood. 

These  arc  things  those  tattered  colors  are  whispering.  But  it  is 
not  for  such  that  we  have  chiefly  come  together.  We  come  like 
old  school-mates  gathered  to  renew  the  old  friendships. 

We  are  proud  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  Along  with  the 
others,  it  toiled  to  accomplish  the  business  then  in  hand.  Our  first 
commander  has  said:  "As  an  army  it  never  sustained  a  single 
defeat.  No  officer  was  ever  assigned  to  command  that  arniv  who 
had  afterward  to  be  relieved  from  duty  or  reduced  to  a  less 
command." 

But  whatever  pride  we  may  have  in  its  history,  we  dwell  more 
and  think  oftcner  of  "that  kindly  and  cordial  feeling"  which  our 
Constitution  says  was  one  of  its  characteristics,  and  which  it  is  the 
aim  of  the  Society  to  keep  alive. 

There  were  no  jealousies  there.  Xo  one  criticised  the  orders  of 
his  commander.  Every  man  in  it,  from  private  to  coihinander-in- 
chief,  knew  if  he  got  into  difficulty  the  whole  army  would  be 
ready  to  spring  to  his  side.  There  is  not  a  member  in  this  hall 
who  can  not  recall  times  when  he  owed  his  life  to  the  aid  of  com- 
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radcs  now  sitting  bv  his  sitlc.  Though  other  things  may  have 
changed,  we  meet  here  unchanged  in  friemlship  without  taint, 
confidence  without  reserve,  comrades  and  brothers. 

The  resident  members  have  found  it  a  labor  of  love  to  prepare 
for  your  meeting.  We  bid  you  welcome.  And  you,  gentlemen, 
who  have  consented  to  be  our  guests,  and  vou,  brothers  of  the 
Cumberland  and  other  armies,  who  join  with  us  in  the  celebration, 
welcome.  Cincinnati  is  glad  that  you  are  here.  The  fairest  portion 
of  the  city  is  here,  smiling  their  welcome  as  you  assemble  for  the 
days  of  "Auld  Lung  Syne." 

General  Force  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention,  and 
warmly  applauded  when  through. 

Music:— -^^/rf  /.a«g-  Syner 

The  President  announced  the  annual  address  and  introduced 
Colonel  John  W.  Noble,  the  orator,  who  was  most  cordially 
greeted  and  spoke  as  follows: 

ANNUAL  ADDRESS  BY  COLONEL  JOHN  W.  NOBLE. 

Mb.  President  and  Comrades: — We  have  again  assembled 
on  the  order  of  our  old  commander,  to  spend  with  him  and  each 
other  a  few  more  of  those  precious  hours  of  the  heart's  and  soul's 
life  which  our  beneficent  Creator  allows  us  here. 

We  meet  as  comrades,  not  to  indulge  in  political  schemes,  nor 
to  carry  out  party  measures,  nor  in  any  manner  procure  a  personal 
or  selfish  advantage;  but  we  meet  to  revive  and  enjoy  the  memo- 
ries of  our  militarv  service — to  preserve  and  perpetuate  the 
reputation  and  fame  of  our  comrades,  alive  or  dead;  to  indulge  in 
the  pleasant  and  beneficial  communion  of  souls  sympathetic  and 
akin  from  common  experiences,  sufferings  and  triumphs;  to  re- 
kindle at  the  altar  of  our  countrv  the  patriotic  flam^  of  former 
days;  to  rejoice  in  our  national  safety  and  advancement;  to  gather 
strength  for  future  efforts  from  contemplating  of  the  heroism  of 
the  past;  and  when  we  separate,  to  depart  with  renewed  purpose 
in  everv  breast  to  serve  our  country  as  best  we  may;  we  hope  in 
peace,  but  to  serve  her  in  peace  or  war. 

Ten  years  have  gone  since  the  war  of  the  great  rebellion  began, 
and  six  years  have  elapsed  since  that  rebellion  fell,  crushed  beneath 
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your  powerful  blows.  Among  the  memories  we  would  cherish 
how  many  are  associated  with  this,  the  month  of  April,  the  month 
of  sunshine  and  shadow!  It  saw  the  gloomy  rise  of  war;  it 
beheld  the  glorious  return  of  peace.  Ten  years  ago  this  month, 
amid  transient  showers,  as  though  the  heavens  wept  at  the  parri- 
cidal act,  and  would  quench  with  tears  the  enemy's  fire,  the  rebel 
batteries  opened  on  old  Fori  Sumter.  Six  years  ago  this  month 
that  cloud  passed  away,  and  victory  spread  like  sunshine  over  the 
land.  From  Appomatox  Court  House  and  Raleigh  across  the  wide 
continent,  flag  beckoned  unto  flag,  from  hiM  to  hill,  like  native 
wild  flowers  in  gladness.  And  nine  years  ago  this  verj-  hour  was 
raging  the  famous  flght  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  that  commenced  in 
a  storm  of  disasters,  whistling  adverse  shot  and  shell  like  hail 
upon  us,  and  ended  in  one  of  those  fortunate  and  decisive  suc- 
cesses that  from  time  to  time  lit  up  the  features  of  our  distressed 
country  with  a  smile. 

We  meet  under  propitious  circumstances.  The  nation  is  at 
peace.  The  volunteer  armies  that  had  for  four  years  been  march- 
ing with  constant  tramp  over  plain  and  mountain,  swamp  and 
field,  six  years  ago  not  only  disbanded  as  they  had  assembled,  at 
their  country's  command,  but  have  ever  since  lain  dormant  in  the 
nation's  bosom.  Their  hght  and  power,  fearful  and  destructive 
on  the  dark  field  uf  the  war  storm,  now  dispersed  and  dissemi- 
nated throughout  the  land,  verifies  the  earth,  makes  glad  the  field, 
and  keeps  aglow  the  energies  of  the  people. 

Does  any  one  point  to  a  disturbed  condition  of  any  portion  of 
the  country,  and  ask  have  we  naught  to  fear?  I  reply.  The  Armv 
of  the  Tennessee  yet  lives!  Is  not  Grant  President;  Belknap 
Secretary  of  War,  and  Sherman  at  the  head  of  your  armies?  Let 
but  the  head  of  a  new  rebellion  grow  large  enough  to  become  an 
overt  act,  and  threaten  the  common  peace  and  weal,  and  hemp,  nut 
gunpowder,  will  do  for  it. 

The  nation  is  free.  Within  these  few  past  years  there  have 
been  throes  of  fearful  agony,  resulting  in  a  new  life.  The  Spirit  of 
Liberty,  long  cherished  by  the  republic,  seemed  from  the  beginning 
of  the  war  to  anticipate  its  proper  conclusion,  and  to  plume  her 
wings  for  a  broader  and  freer  flight.  Her  foresight  was  divine, 
and  ranged  far  beyond  the  thoughts  of  men.  Disaster  to  our 
arms  were  her  earliest  and  most  beneficial  achievements  She  hov- 
ered along  the  roughest  edges  of  the  varying  conflicts  with  an  eye 
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ever  eager  forher  own  advantage,  withholding  success  so  long  as  it 
threatened  her  defeat,  but  bestowing  victories  with  lavish  hand 
when  the  results  of  peace  to  her  cause  were  no  longer  doubtful,  but 
fixed  beyond  recall  or  repeal.  Time  and  experience  have  yet  much 
to  teach  as  to  the  best  and  wisest  course  to  pursue  in  our  new  life, 
and  we  may  leave  all  speculations  as  to  the  future  to  their  proper 
time  and  place,  rejoicing  now  in  the  heartfelt  assurance  and  grati- 
fication that  "the  past,  at  least,  is  secure."  But  let  us  be  confident 
that  this  spirit  is  yet  abroad  and  means  to  du  its  work.  The  sol- 
dier of  thought  as  well  as  of  action  is  yet  laboring  in  every 
quarter;  past  suflerings  and  present  need  of  aid  have  erased  his 
selfishness;  dangers  often  met  and  overcome  have  strengthened 
his  courage  until  it  is  athletic;  the  results  of  past  effort  in  realiza- 
tions beyond  his  thought,  inspire  his  hopes  for  his  country  even 
to  enthusiasm;  and  the  voices  of  his  old  leaders,  though  now  on 
other  fields,  commanding  "Forward,  the  whole  line,"  give  him 
direction  and  determination.  We  are  to  be  a  nation,  and  that  of 
freemen.  To  attempt  to  fetter  the  steps  of  the  citizen  is  vain. 
The  nation  is  not  only  free,  but  the  individual  is  to  be  free  in  the 
practice  of  every  lawful  pursuit  and  the  enjoyment  of  everv  per- 
sonal right  wherever  our  flag  floats  or  our  power  extends. 

The  union  is  preserved  and  its  functions  restored.  The  dangers 
of  the  war  and  the  no  less  perilous  trials  of  succeeding  years 
have  been  fortunately  terminated.  We  have  again  seen  each 
State  represented  in  House  and  Senate.  The  fearful  dream  of 
Webster  has  been  our  actual  experience,  and  his  aspiration  has 
to-day  for  us  its  fullest  attainment.  It  has  been  ours  truly  to  look 
"on  States  dissevered,  discordant,  belligerent,  and  a  land  rent 
with  civil  feuds  and  drenched  indeed  in  fraternal  blood."  But 
ours  also  it  now  is  to  "behold  the  gorgeous  ensign  of  the  republic, 
known  and  honored  throughout  the  earth,  still  full  high  advanced, 
its  arms  and  trophies  streaming  in  their  original  lustre,  not  a  stripe 
erased  or  polluted,  nor  a  single  star  obscured." 

To  be  thus  at  peace,  free  and  united  has,  with  the  display  of 
the  power  of  our  people  in  the  late  war,  resulted  in  vindicating 
the  cause  of  Republican  Government,  and  strengthening  our 
influence  among  the  other  nations  of  the  earth.  The  United 
States  holds  no  second  place  in  the  counciU  of  the  world.  At 
each  successive  contest,  whether  with  foreign  or  domestic  foes, 
this  country  has  exhibited   the  will  and  power  of  a  nation  truly 
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great,  and  wise  as  great.  She  never  yet  has  borne  a  wrong  she 
let  go  unchallenged,  and  she  never  challenged  a  wrong  Khe  did 
not  have  righted. 

Within  the  past  ten  years  she  has  suffered  somewhat,  and  part 
of  the  account  is  settled;  that  has  been  b_v  vour  swords.  The 
remainder  she  proposes  to  submit  to  arbitration,  and  we  doubt 
not  with  an  equally  honorable  result.  "Bencalh  the  rule  of  men 
entirelv  great,  tile  pen  is  mightier  than  the  sword."  But  let  us, 
among  the  lessons  of  the  hour,  reflect  upon  the  wonderful  events 
of  the  last  year,  which  show  that  States  may  be  crushed  by  the 
Kword.  Since  our  last  meeting,  and  much  within  the  past  vear, 
an  empire  distinguished  for  great  militarv  achievements,  proud  of 
ihe  record  of  her  armies,  and  claiming  to  be  the  center  of  civil- 
isation, and  the  civilizer  of  the  globe,  hafi  suddenly  flamed  \n 
disastrou.s  war,  like  some  mighty  conflagration  among  the  nations. 
Touched  by  the  magic  l»nds  that  span  the  seas,  the  tocsin  sounded 
far  and  wide  through  the  earth,  giving  note  each  hour  of  the  fear- 
ful scene.  Our  people  have  listened  and  gazed  across  the  water; 
and  foe  and  friend,  as  the  light  of  the  burning  blazed  higher  and 
higher,  and  again  declined  into  blankness.  in  his  jov  or  sorrow, 
has  yet  stood  amazed  at  the  rapid  and  all-devouring  disaster 
that  swept  awav  a  throne,  and  left  the  people  in  the  ashes  of 
humiliation. 

Great  as  is  the  pen.  inappreciable  as  are  the  benefits  of  peace,  and 
wonderful  as  are  the  results  of  a  wise  diplomacy,  let  us  cultivate 
with  assiduous  care  our  philanthropy,  the  arts,  science  and  religion; 
but  let  us,  with  a  knowledge  of  what  unhappy  France  has  suf- 
fered, and  what  the  United  States  has  in  all  times  past  gained  hy 
the  sword,  strike  hands  once  more  in  memory  of  our  military* 
career,  and  next  to  (><)d  and  humanitv  put  our  faith  in  the  Spirit 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  that  of  the  other  volunteers 
and  regulars  of  the  Union. 

The  sword,  though  sheathed,  may  not  be  thrown  away.  The 
antlers  o'er  the  chimney-place  may  bear  for  many  years  unused 
the  sire's  old  blade  that  flashed  when  Liberty  was  young,  and  yet. 
as  we  have  seen  and  sung,  the  hour  may  once  more  come  for  "the 
sword  of  Bunker  Hiiir 

To  have  warded  off  the  blows  that  would  have  destroyed  the 
fabric  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  have  aided  in  the  attainment  of 
the  happy    results  our  country  now  enjoys,  must  at  all  times  be  a 
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source  of  intense  gratification  to  thoRC  who  activdv  participated 
in  their  country's  defense  and  advancement,  whether  at  home  in 
the  forum,  or  in  the  field;  and  to-day  our  minds  naturally  recall 
the  mighty  achievements  of  our  armies  which  sprang,  equipped, 
froni  our  country's  brow  when  struck  hy  the  iron  hand  of  rebel- 
lion, and  turn  to  view  and  measure  the  grand  results  following  t<i 
this  hour  the  great  awakening  of  the  war-like  spirit  of  our  people. 

The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  did  gi'eat  deeds  in  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  States'  service,  and  individually  and  combined 
illustrated  in  a  peculiar  manner  the  qualities  of  American  charac- 
ter which  gained  success  in  the  field,  preserved  its  fruits  liv 
subsequent  statesmanship,  and  by  exalted  virtue  crowned  victory 
with  the  attributes  of  justice  and  mercy.  We  may,  therefore,  be 
engaged  profitably  to  ourselves  if  we  consider  for  a  short  time 
those  qualities  and  cite  as  illustration  a  few  of  the  more  promi- 
nent of  our  leaders  in  their  distinguishing  characteristics. 

It  was  the  good  fortune  of  this  Army  to  have  derived  its  origin 
from  States  strongly  sympathetic,  and  of  a  homogeneous  people. 
Its  soldiers  came  almost  wholly  from  the  Western  and  North- 
western Slates.  And  as  their  people  at  home  were  without 
rivalry,  save  in  the  service  of  their  country,  so  throughout  the 
career  of  the  army  was  there  a  hearty  co-operation  and  singleness 
of  purpose  among  all  grades,  remarkable  to  an  extrordinary 
degree,  when  we  consider  the  vast  extent  of  territory  from  which 
it  was  gathered.  From  Minnesota  to  Missouri,  and  from  Ohio  to 
Kansas  a  common  origin,  experience,  and  it  may  be  said  almost 
equal  opportunities  and  development  had  made  our  people  of  one 
general  character,  commonly  known  as  "Western."  And  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  as  was  also  that  of  the  Mississippi,  the 
Ohio  and  the  Cumberland,  was  peculiarly  Western,  even  as  those 
great  rivers  whose  names  they  bore.  The  mountain,  the  forest 
and  the  plain  gave  these  soldiers  birth,  or  early  impressed  them 
with  their  grand  features.  Coining  when  the  thunder  drum  of 
viax  had  rolled  in  long  and  startling  notes  up  from  the  far  distant 
ocean,  these  kindred  drops  united  from  farm  and  town  and  city, 
and  mingled  into  companies:  proceeded  in  greater  force  and  with- 
out delay  toward  the  center  of  conflict,  and  united  in  armies,  soon 
swelled  in  springtide  and  volume,  where  too  the  rivers  were 
broad  and  deep,  and  heat  in  chafing  mood  at  every  island,  head- 
land, fort  and  landing,  until   they  swept  triumphantly  to  the  gulf. 
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or  cutting  new  channels  moved  by  unwonted  courses  forward  to 
the  sesi.  And  when  their  homes  were  made,  could  they  be  main- 
tained  against  the  savage  foe  without  a  fdlowship  as  free  and 
hearty  as  the  enemy  was  sudden,  artful  and  unrelenting.  Or 
could  the  immigrant  or  traveler  in  our  West  a  few  years  before 
the  war  have  penetrated  the  wilderness  and  obtained  subsistence 
without  a  hospitality  and  friendship  from  the  inhabitants  as  gen- 
oroUH  as  it  was  homely,  and  at  a  cost  often  times  of  self-privation. 
Whenccsoever  he  might  come,  from  tlie  East  or  across  the  sea,  a 
few  years  in  these  Western  homes  broadened  the  immigrant's 
views  of  men  and  affairs,  and,  we  venture  to  say,  improved  his 
general  nature,  increased  his  originality  of  thought,  emphasized 
his  expression  in  word  and  deed,  and  so  devoted  him  to  enter- 
prise and  his  new  fortunes,  as  while  it  might  wean  his  affections 
from  his  former  home,  attached  him  by  indissoluble  ties  to  the 
native  and  growing  populace  he  found  in  this  broad  Western  land. 

There  was  comprehension  and  foresight.  When  we  consider 
the  immense  field  that  lay  before  the  early  settlers  of  this  Great 
West,  and  the  chances  there  must  have  been  at  the  beginning  of 
misapprehension  and  delusion  from  the  varied  and  unexplored 
nature  of  tiie  country,  and  yet  behold  how  well  the  situation 
throughout  seems  to  have  been  from  the  first  understood  and 
every  advantage  seen,  and  every  opportunity  made  the  most  of,  we 
may  well  attribute  to  the  men  who  worked  out  the  fine  results  we 
now  behold,  a  breadth  of  thought  and  quickness  of  perception  of 
the  highest  order.  No  more  surely  did  the  Indian  pass  on  long 
journeys  through  the  forest,  from  lake  to  distant  river,  and  from 
mountain  to  ocean,  guided  by  the  mysterious  directions  of  nature, 
than  the  Western  people  have  advanced,  and  still,  by  a  secret 
intelligence  as  to  where  and  when  and  what  to  do  in  thie  broad 
land,  are  yet  advancing  rapidly  to  empire. 

This  was  not  and  is  not  by  chance  nor  accident,  nor  a  mere  intel- 
lectual appreciation  of  what  might  be.  But  with  this  last  have 
this  people  united  a  will  to  do,  and  a  fortitude  and  perseverance 
in  doing  which  seemed  to  have  doubled  and  redoubled  from  the 
very  resistance  of  nature  and  the  necessity  oi  their  exercise.  We 
have  come  to  this  assembly  from  all  quarters  of  this  country  we 
speak  of,  in  a  few  short  hours,  and  have  calculated  with  certainty 
our  early  return,  so  that  our  neighbors  shall  scarcely  know  we 
have    been   absent    from    our   homes   and  daily  vocations.      We 
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meet  in  a  greiit  and  beautiful  city,  sitting  like  a  Queen,  indeed, 
and  welcoming  us  in  peace  with  certainly  great  munificence,  but 
not  equal  to  the  power  and  spirit  with  which  she  supported  every 
loyai  soldier  in  time  of  war.  Think  you  not  there  hasi  been  intel- 
lectual force,  toil  and  privation  sufficient  expended  since  this 
place  was  Fort  Washington  and  Ohio  a  Territory,  to  not  only 
give  character  to  her  people,  but  to  make  her  sons  good  soldiers 
whether  in  or  out  of  uniform,  and  her  mothers  and  daughters 
equal  to  the  trials  of  the  darkest  hour,  or  eclipsing  their  own 
lovelniesB  by  the  beauty  of  their  mercy  and  humanity. 

There  was  a  courageous  self-reliance.  From  first  to  last  the 
Western  life  to  the  great  mass  of  our  people  is  one  of  constant 
struggle  with  great  and  opposing  powers.  The  vis  inertia  of 
matter  alone,  accumulated  through  all  the  world's  past  existence, 
is  here  stupendous,  and  has  assumed  such  mammoth  proportions 
as  require  gigantic  energy  to  surmount  them.  And  yet  how  it 
has  been  constantly  and  unhesitatingly  assailed.  From  the  days 
when  the  neighborhood  was  called  together  to  improve  the  com- 
mon road  to  those  when  the  labor  and  money  of  millions  has 
tunneled  the  Alleghaniesi  from  the  hour  when  the  broad-horn  or 
flatboat  silently  floated  with  the  stream  to  that  when  the  steam- 
boat  itself  no  longer  serves  the  purposes  of  commerce,  but  our 
rivers  are  spanned  by  bridges  which  are  miracles  of  art  and 
science,  the  rapids  erased  by  Wilson  and  the  plains  subdued  by 
Dodge;  from  the  time  of  the  sickle  and  the  flail  to  that  of  the 
reaper,  mower  and  threshing  machine;  from  the  days  of  Boone, 
Kenton  and  Crawford,  Harmer,  St.  Clair  and  Wayne,  to  those 
when  Ohio  and  all  the  West  has  been  defended  by  such  of  Ohio's 
sons  as  Grant,  Sherman,  Sheridan  and  McPhcrson, — within  all 
this  time  there  has  been  the  necessity  of  constant  resistance  to 
and  war  upon  the  wild  to  render  it  tame,  and  the  almost  limitless 
to  bring  it  to  the  measure.  The  constant  struggle  has  begotten  a 
hardihood  and  individuality  that  almost  scorns  comparison.  It 
characterizes  the  true  Western  spirit  with  the  spirit  of  the  Indian 
chief,  when  at  a  council  with  American  officers,  as  he  stood 
haughtily  aloof,  not  seeing  the  highest  in  rank  coming  to  meet 
him,  he  was  presented  with  a  chair  by  a  subordinate,  who  said  to 
him:  "Your  father  sends  you  a  chair."  "My  father!  the  sun  is 
my  father,  and  the  earth  is  my  mother,  and  I  will  repose  on  her 
bosom,"   said    the   chieftain,    throwing    himself   on    the   ground. 
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scornful  uf  all  other  support,  but  in  his  native  resolution  and  inde- 
pendence. 

And  when  gradually  emerging  from  the  vast  waste  of  these 
Western  solitudes,  helped  bv  the  hand  and  moved  by  the  under- 
lying power  of  the  General  Government,  these  Territories  became 
States,  the  recently  distant  and  almost  inapproachable  homcf^  of 
this  people  became  united  to  the  markets  of  the  world  by  the 
national  road,  the  canal,  the  steamboat  and  the  railway,  their  little 
settlements  grew  to  cities  proud  "with  spires  and  turrets  crowned," 
and  intelligence  from  all  quarters  was  flashed  to  their  doors  in 
daily  rays  of  light;  when  their  importance  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation  had  been  recognized  by  the  honors  bestowed  on  "Tippeca- 
noe," the  "Mill  Boy  of  the  Slashes,"  the  "Waggoner  Boy,"  "Old 
Bullion,"  the  "Little  Giant"  and  the  "Rail  Splitter,"  and  when  the 
last  and  greatest  honor  they  had  received,  the  election  of  Lincoln, 
was  made  the  pretext  of  destroying  the  General  Government, 
which,  like  the  sun,  had  dissipated  the  mists  and  fogs  from  their 
Western  homes,  was  it  strange  that  this  people  exhibited  a  devo- 
tion to  the  Union  and  a  patriotic  ardor  that  signalized  their  efforts 
in  the  war  by  steadfastness  under  every  trial  and  success  on  every 
field. 

And  comrades,  descending  from  this  general  view  of  the  source 
and  qualities  of  Western  character,  we  may  well  challenge  the 
past  or  the  future  to  exhibit  better  examples  of  its  best  qualities 
than  shown  bv  our  own  honored  leaders.  Where  in  history  will 
vou  find  more  heartv,  earnest  and  long-continued  co-operation 
and  personal  confidence  and  friendship  than  during  the  war 
existed  between  your  commanders?  Examples  to  the  contrary 
are  very  abundant.  From  the  days  of  the  quarrel  of  Achilles  and 
Agamemnon  history  is  full  of  the  dissensions,  and  consequent  disas- 
ters to  Generals  in  the  field.  Wc  need  not  pass  beyond  the  last 
lands  to  read  the  charge   made  by  an   Emperor  that 

ayed.     And  among  the   sorest  trials  of  Washington 

)ut  upon  him  by  rivalry  and  jealousy. 

e  parallel  wc  must  go  to  fiction, 

"When  Roland  brave  and  Oliver, 
And  every  pailadin  and  peer. 
On  Rancessallis  died," 

lily  circle.     For  King  William  (now  Emperor)  and  his 
nely  and    well,  and  so  exemplified   on  the  field   the 
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combined  qualities  of  heroiBin  and  kindred  affection.  Their  unva- 
rying success,  however,  gave  chance  enough  for  all.  Amid  such  an 
Aurora  of  victories  ribbons  of  brightest  hue  could  be  caught  for 
every  one. 

But  where,  when  revei'sos  threatened,  or  mbtakcs  were  charged 
to  have  been  made,  when  the  war  was  young  and  the  people 
fretful,  when  ambition  to  excel  in  his  profession  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity was  the  natural  desire  of  each  emulating  spirit,  where  can 
you  find  two  men  so  near  of  rank,  who  bore  and  forbore,  and 
mutually  withdrew  their  own  claims  so  often  for  each  other's 
advancement,  and  at  all  times  so  happily  agreed  and  aided 
each  other,  as  Grant  and  Sherman.'  And  under  these,  through- 
out their  vast  commands,  there  was  everywhere  this  true  Western 
feeling  of  fellowship.  It  has  been  the  boast  of  all  connected  with 
your  army.  It  is  the  very  source  of  our  Society's  origin.  It  gives 
zest  to  our  meetings  now  as  it  lightened  the  toils  of  former  years. 
It  makes  our  reunions  possible  or  desirable.  And  when  we  cease 
to  appreciate  this  genuine  feeling  and  the  blessings  it  confers  let 
us  be  sure,  not  that  others,  but  we  ourselves  have  sadly  changed. 
It  is  this  that  knits  the  hearts  of  the  professional  and  regular  sol- 
diers with  the  hearts  of  those  now  returned  to  civil  life.  Our 
past  services  and  fellowships  are  here  renewed.  The  sentinels 
and  picket  men  on  all  our  borders  keep  watch  and  guard,  the 
braver  still,  that  they  know  the  sleeping  hosts  of  the  camp  will 
fly  to  their  support  at  the  first  tap  of  the  drum  or  bugle  note,  or 
crack  of  a  hostile  shot. 

Then  look  at  the  work  of  your  army.  How  broad,  how  com- 
prehensive and  how  effectual!  What  method,  what  adaptedness 
of  means  and  what  efficicncyt  You  had  a  work  to  do  of  vast 
extent,  and  intended  to  occupy  but  a  short  time  in  its  accomplish- 
ment. Americans  generally,  and  Western  people  in  particular, 
are  noted  for  being  in  a  hurry.  And  when  your  army  became 
united  to  the  flotilla  the  pressure  became  intense.  Fort  Henry 
was  steamed  out  of  resistance.  Donelson  "backed  out"  in  an 
nnchivalrous  and  ungenerous  manner.  Then  you  steamed  up  the 
Tennessee,  and  two  armies  were  united  under  the  very  guns  of 
the  enemy,  and  although  you  were  assaulted  before  breakfast  you 
fought  it  out  on  stomachs  empty  of  all  but  courage,  and  gained 
the  battle,  just  nine  years  ago  and  have  come  here  now  to  take 
another  feast  in  remembrance  and  compensation  of  the  occasion. 
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After  Corinth,  your  steamers  at  Yazoo  Pass  fairly  walked  the 
■woodsWV.^  things  of  life.  Then  came  more  boats  and  your  voyage 
down  the  Mississippi,  where  was  tested  the  immortahly  of  our 
Western  river  men  in  passing  those  midtiplied  rebel  batteries  at 
Vicksbiirg.  But  this  obstruction  to  Western  commerce  was  at 
laKt  dug  out  and  blown  out  for  all  time,  and  until  the  Fourth  of 
July  shall  be  no  more.  Your  success,  with  the  aid  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi squadron,  came  just  in  time  to  vie  with  that  of  your 
Eastern  friends  at  Gettysburg.  The  glory  of  that  day  EUst  and 
West  has  passed  into  history,  and  future  ages  will  read  with 
unceasing  interest  the  achievements  by  flood  and  field  of  our  sol- 
diers and  sailors.  Happv  are  we  to-night,  boys,  to  greet  at  once 
and  altogether  our  glorious  Union  in  Meade,  Porter  and  Sherman. 
Your  right  being  thus  planted  with  cflect  you  put  in  your  left 
at  Chattanooga,  and  severely  beating  Johnston's  and  Hood's 
armies,  you  walked  home  by  way  of  Savannah  for  exercise.  Yet 
not  all  this  without  an  episode  or  two,  for  an  infallible  Western 
army  had,  under  an  appropriate  leader,  taken  Island  Xo.  10,  and 
at  Memphis  the  Admiralty  jurisdiction  was  by  force  of  arms 
shown,  as  since  by  decree  of  law  it  has  been  established  to  extend 
over  fresh  as  well  as  salt  water. 

Who  that  takes  the  map  showing  the  marches  of  the  military 
forces  comprising  your  army  for  the  years  1S62-3-4  and  5,  and 
notes  your  progress  then,  but  that  must  feel  that  its  sons  were 
worthy  of  their  forefathers,  and  of  the  land  which  the  Great 
Giver  of  good  gifts  had  given  them.  Broad  as  their  home  is,  the 
i^pirit  of  its  people  in  pence,  in  war,  in  peace  again,  has  ever  been 
equal  to  it.  It  has  no  mountain  beyond  their  enterprise,  no  stream 
more  irresistible  than  their  courage;  the  rush  and  devastation  of 
the  Western  hurricane  symbolizes  their  wrath,  and  the  golden 
smile  of  the  harvests  of  many  States  reflects  their  beneficence. 

To  embrace  the  general  plan  of  operations  over  such  a  wide 
and  varied  theater  required,  in  military  afi^airs,  the  same  scope  of 
thought  and  depth  of  forecast  as  distinguishes,  in  civil  aflairs, 
the  true  statesman.  There  might  he  repetition  of  means,  but  no 
failure  or  retrograde.  Unlike  fields  in  other  lands  this  was  too 
broad  to  be  traveled  over  often.  A  few  days  marches  there 
brought  opposing  armies  in  direct  and  extended  conflict,  and  in 
cases  of  reverses,  the  task,  though  fearful  severe,  could  be  repeated- 
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Generals  could  be  changed  and  armies  frequently  regathered  for 
projection  over  the  same  routes  and  upon  a  single  point.  Not  so 
here.  Once  initiated  in  a  general  advance  upon  the  South,  whether 
against  Corinth,  Vicksburg,  Chattanooga  or  Atlanta,  the  plan  had 
to  be  accomplished.  How  often,  think  you,  might  your  army 
have  retreated  in  defeat  up  the  Mississippi  to  Cairo,  and  yet 
returned  to  Vicksburg?  How  often  relanded  and  refought  the 
battle  of  Shiloh?  How  often  retaken  Lookout  Mountain,  or  re- 
assailed  Alatoona,  Kene^iw,  and  reinvested  Atlanta,  after  retreats 
to  Chattanooga?  How  many  times  undertaken  a  new  march 
through  Georgia,  if  once  driven  back?  Even  now,  when  these 
things  are  but  speculations,  the  heart  sinks  at  the  thought,  and  the 
vastness  of  these  enterprises  are  magnified  by  the  very  necessity 
of  complete  success  or  our  overthrow.  That  they  were  successful, 
proves  the  conclusion  that  there  were  in  the  councils  of  our 
leaders  the  comprehension  of  greatness,  and  the  foresight  of 
genius.  There  was  one  who  was  present  in  all  your  operations, 
jind  in  some  led  you  atone.  Sherman,  in  the  Atlanta  campaign 
and  the  subsequent  march  to  the  sea,  displayed  a  generalship  that 
not  only  defeated  but  disgraced  a  formidable  opponent.  Your 
commander  then  seemed  to  enjoy  an  intellectual  eminence  that 
made  the  plans  of  other  men  like  a  map  beneath  him,  and  a  mental 
vision  that  pierced  the  future  as  the  eagle's  eye  does  the  misty- 
horizon,  and  with  these  exalted  qualities  he  combined  a  rapidity 
of  execution  that  startled  your  foes  with  its  dreadful  sweep  and 
certainty. 

■'  Kent  to  the  sun  in  'Soutiem'  lands. 

Ringed  b_v  the  azure  world  he  stands. 

He  wotches  from  h'n  n^unfain  walls. 

The  -uriMkledsea  beneath  him  crauls, 

Then,  like  a  thunderbolt  he  falls!" 
But  your  first  great  commander,  possessing  not  inferior  compre- 
hension, brought  from  his  Western  life  no  less  valuable  qualities 
than  those  of  the  expeditious  Sherman.  The  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, as  many  another  army  of  the  Union,  had  need  of  tenacity 
of  purpose  under  many  a  trying  ordeal.  Who  in  this  assembly, 
can  this  day  forget  the  battle  of  Shiloh  or  Pittsburg  Landing  and 
the  firmness  and  endurance  of  Grant.  The  first  day's  fight  had 
been  against  us.  Prentiss,  after  a  manly,  heroic  resistance  had 
been  captured.  Hiirlbiit  had  borne  the  heat  of  the  battle  until  its 
too    fierce    fires    had    driven    him    near   to   the    impassable  river. 
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Wallace  had  falicn.  and  Sherman  was  rcMsting  with  such  oft 
repeateel  assaults  from  every  vantage  ground  upon  the  too  venture- 
Rome  foe  as  gave  them  earnest  of  his  future  dealings  with  them; 
the  massed  Confederates,  elated  bv  an  apparent  success,  were 
charging  with  yells  of  terrible  triumph:  the  camps  were  in  their 
hands,  and  nearly  half  our  artillery  was  gone;  "the  whole  army 
was  crowded  into  the  region  of  Wallace's  camp,  and  to  a  crescent 
of  from  one-half  to  two-thirds  of  a  mile  around  the  landing,  the 
next  repulse  would  put  us  into  the  river,  and  there  were  not  trans- 
ports enough  to  cross  a  single  division."  But  who  thought  of 
surrender?  Who  even  in  that  early  battle  had  not  already  learned 
that  the  fight  h.id  to  be  fought  out  on  that  small  landing,  if  needs 
be.  To  be  calm  and  imperturable  amid  such  a  scene,  to  take 
advantage  of  the  first  lull  of  the  pelting  of  that  pitiless  storm, 
and  have  Colonel  Webster  fling  into  sudden  and  almost  unassail- 
able semi-circle  the  remaining  artillery,  and  man  it  on  the  instant 
by  whatever  means;  to  summon  the  "Tvlor,"  and  the  "Lexington," 
to  repeat  the  lessons  of  Fort  Henry  and  Fort  Donelson  to  their 
rebellious  and  inapt  scholars,  and  thus  in  sullen  resistance  to  await 
the  hastening  division  of  the  army  of  the  Ohio,  and  then  to  abide 
in  all  confidence  to-morrow's  victory,  and  with  the  morrow's  morn 
to  take  the  initiative  and  aggressive  movement,  and  -win  the  dav, 
were  acts  that  proved  the  man  as  the  world  has  since  known  him, 
a  man  of  measureless  persistence,  as  silent  and  resisting  as  nature, 
and  with  a  mental  endurance  that  out-lasts  all  opposition,  and 
seems  to  rob  defeat  of  its  legitimate  results,  and  expects  ultimate 
victory  as  the  proper  compensation  for  early  disaster. 
"  Proof  to  the  tempest  shock, 

Moored  in  the  rifted  rock, 

The  deeper  ke  roots  him,  the 

Harder  it  blowB." 

And  in  all  of  these  vast  and  successful  efforts  you  had  the  advan- 
tage of  a  corps  of  staff  officers,  in  the  Quarter- Master,  Commis- 
sary and  Ordinance  Departments,  which  exhibited  a  capacity 
equal  to  your  severe  demands  and  measured  your  necessities  so 
fully,  and  met  them  so  promptly,  as  entitle  its  officers  to  our 
warmest  praise  and  lasting  remembrance.  The  impromptu  navies 
of  the  West,  the  clothing  and  equipment  of  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  men,  the  mounting  of  cavalry  and  batteries,  and  the 
supply  of  rations  and  ammunition,  and  above  all  the  transportation 


i.y  Google 


Of  the  -irmy  of  the  Tennessee.  471  , 

of  all  these  to  the  front,  and  points  of  need,  over  himdi-cds  ami 
thousands  of  miles  were  the  results  of  an  encrgv  of  character  and 
grasp  of  thought  remarkable  as  any  exhibitions  of  the  war. 
Besides  the  chiefs  of  these  bureaus,  at  Washington,  who  had  the 
whole  country  to  attend  to,  there  were  Allen,  Myers  and  Parsons, 
Haines  and  Callender,  and  under  them  hundreds  of  others  per- 
forming their  silent  but  efficient  services,  as  the  heart  sends  its  life 
and  vigor  to  the  very  extremities  of  the  human  frame.  Xerxes 
bridged  the  Hellespont  with  boats,  but  executed  the  engineers  who 
could  not  maintain  the  work.  Your  staff  officers  fairly  bridged 
the  great  western  rivers /e«^Aw/je  and  kept  your  supplies  moving 
to  the  front,  so  as  to  rejoice  in  their  achievements  and  your 
applause  to  this  hour. 

Yet  they  in  turn  must  recognize  that  they  dealt  in  all  their 
arduous  undertakings  with  a  people  on  these  rivers,  and  in  the 
States  that  border  them,  who  gave  such  a  hearty  and  prompt 
co-operation  as  rendered  their  task  not  only  cheerful,  but  possible. 

If  we  can  thus  admire  the  breadth,  depth,  and  irresistible 
powers  of  these  men,  we  yet  note  with  enthusiasrn  another's  char- 
acteristics even  more  peculiarly  Western,  and  which  gave  rise 
among  you  of  the  impetuous  cavalryman.  You  scarcely  had  time 
to  mark  him  with  a  star  before  he  sped  from  you  for  other  fields, 
but  at  home  or  abroad,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  has  claimed 
and  felt  proud  of  the  record  of  Sheridan.  His  popularity  is  not 
more  owing  to  the  successes  he  has  attained  than  the  dashing 
manner  in  which  he  has  secured  them.  The  Western  purpose  of 
"going  for"  the  enemy  was  embodied  in  him.  He  went  for 
General  Chalmers  at  Booneville,  when  a  Colonel,  and  in  command 
of  only  the  2nd  Michigan  and  znd  Iowa  Cavalry,  very  much  as 
he  went  for  General  Jubal  Early  down  the  resounding  banks  of 
the  old  Shenandoah,  and  then  between  were  Perryville,  Murfrees- 
horo.  Stone  River  and  Chickamauga,  and  after  that  the  barn  door 
movement  on  the  rear  of  Petei-sburg  and  Richmond,  that  fairly 
"corralled"  the  enemy.  He  might  well  compliment  Count  Bis- 
mark  at  Sedan,  by  comparing  the  surrender  of  Napoleon  to  that 
of  General  Lee  at  Appomatox  Court-house.  It  is  great  praise  to 
be  praised  by  the  great  ("Laudari  a  viro  laudato,")  Sheridan 
illustrated  what  the  future,  I  believe,  will  place  beyond  all  contra- 
diction, that  great  and  invaluable  as  have  been  and  must  forever 
continue  to  be  the  services  of  the  other  arms  of  the  volunteers, 
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their  cavalry,  in  proper  hands,  may  be  as  efficient  for  the  purposes 
of  aggressive  and  sttcccssful  war  as  the  infantry.  The  last  war 
continued  long  enough  as  it  was  to  raise  high  in  public  estimation 
this  particular  arm,  and  there  should  be  no  difference  in  efficiency 
between  soldiers  of  a  common  origin  because  some  are  afoot  and 
others  on  horseback. 

The  same  qualities  must  necessarily  lead  to  the  same  results, 
when  properly  controlled  an<l  directed.  Sheridan,  Hatch,  Kil- 
patrick.  Grierson,  Wilson,  Upton  and  the  many  others  of  cavalry 
fame,  who  secured  the  esteem  and  won  the  admiration  of  the 
armies  with  which  they  were  associated,  have  forever  rendered  it 
necessary  that  volunteer  cavalry  shall  be  efficient  and  triumphant. 
The  American  horse  has  been  vindicated,  and  "woe  to  the  rider 
who  tramples  him  down,"  If  Western  elan  can  scale  the  moun- 
tain, it  can  also  scour  the  plain,  and  the  plume  of  military  honor 
shall  float  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  war,  as  it  did  at  the  close 
of  the  last,  with  as  gallant  a  bearing,  and  free  from  stain,  amid  the 
cavalry  squadroiis,  as  along  the  battalions  of  the  infantry,  or 
amid  the  batteries  of  red  artillery. 

To  be  impetuous  and  thus  upon  the  sabre's  point  to  catch  the 
wreath  of  glory  in  fidl  career,  marks  one.  But  there  is  also  the 
soldier  of  another  caste,  patient,  unflinching  either  in  the  field, 
where  he  dares  the  murderous  missiles  of  the  open  foe,  or  in  the 
duties  of  civil  life,  when  he  dared  the  hate  and  slander  of  secret 
enemies.  The  character  of  a  true  soldier,  with  the  heart  of  a  true 
philanthropist  was  united  in  Howard.  It  was  the  earliest  effort 
of  our  fathers  to  erect  next  after  their  homes,  the  school-house 
and  the  church.  Their  true  representatives  have  since  the  ivar 
carried  the  lessons  learned  from  your  and  their  sacrifices,  to  the 
walks  of  civil  life,  and  dare<i  to  meet  any  responsibility  the 
reputation  of  your  country  for  humanity  and  justice  may  have 
required. 

And  from  their  characters  the  mind  turns  easily  and  fondly  to 
that  of  those  silent  and  unobtrusive  heroines  whose  gentle  yet  self- 
sacrificing  deeds  in  the  war  were  born  of  the  wealth  of  courage, 
faith,  hope  and  charily,  which  has  forever  abounded  in  the  breast 
of  our  American  women.  The  theme  is  too  exalted  for  compli- 
ment and  their  unobtrusive  and  silent  mercies,  silence  fulsome 
laudation.  It  is  a  thought  worthy  of  frequent  repetition,  that  while 
you   were  away  and  in  action,  for  every  one  of  you  a  score  of 
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hearts  beat  fearfully  from  day  to  day,  and  the  eyes  ached,  and  the 
fingers  grew  weary  to  supply  you  and  your  sick  and  wounded 
comrades  with  something  hke  relief  and  home.  The  fathondess 
depth  of  their  attachment  to  you  and  our  country  were  to  our 
army  the  well  springs  of  hope,  afTection  and  patriotism,  without 
which,  I  believe,  ouv  greatest  Generals  had  planned  and  cheered  us 
m  vain,  even  had  those  Generals  without  this  happy  influence  been 
able  or  willing  either  to  plan  or  cheer.  The  debt  of  gratitude  is 
ours,  as  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to 
add  to  our  individual  obligations,  and  ever  honor  and  record  at 
our  annual  reunions  our  appreciation  and  praise  of  the  sacrilices 
and  patriotism,  during  the  war,  of  the  women  of  the  North.  Nor 
are  our  obligations  thus  alone  repaid.  If  in  the  hour  of  danger 
and  sore  need  they  succoured  us;  shall  we  not  recognize  our  duty 
to  aid  them  in  their  eflbrts  to  attain  a  more  commanding  influence 
in  civil  afiairs,  and  a  greater  opportunity  for  doing  good? 

Time  warns  me  to  no  longer  indulge  in  these  pleasant,  though 
you  may  think  homely,  illustrations  of  our  Western  military  life. 
Enough  has  been  said  to  recall  the  thoughts  of  other  days.  Yet 
let  us  for  a  moment  speak  of  that  grand  attribute  which  elevated 
and  purified  all  the  rest,  and  lifted  the  soul  of  soldier  and  com- 
mander far  above  the  sphere  of  those  whose  struggle  is  for 
empire,  and  whose  thirst  is  for  glory — the  never  failing,  unquench- 
able devotion  to  duty,  and  the  patriotic  ardor  of  our  army.  And 
where  shall  we  turn  among  the  living  for  an  example,  without 
insult  to  the  dead,  who  claim  our  highest  praise,  for  'tis  they  who 
have  given  their  last  best  pledge  of  fidelity,  honor  and  love  of 
country.  As  each  year  of  the  past  decade  has  turned,  the  army 
of  the  dead  has  increased,  and  that  of  the  living  diminished,  and 
shortly  shall  we,  too,  be  recruits  in  that  glorious  company  now 
beyond  the  clouds  and  skies.  As  we  prize  our  best  nature  and 
would  that  our  fellow  men  should  respect  us  while  living,  and 
honor  us  when  dead,  so  let  us  never,  in  our  most  joyous  momenta, 
forget  our  fallen  companions.  You  do  not,  you  can  not.  The 
sacred  ties  of  fellowship  draw  you,  in  the  silent  watches  of  the 
night,  and  the  feeling  of  exaltation,  amid  solemn  music  and  the 
observances  of  religion,  lifts  you  in  frequent  communion  and 
meditation  to  that  sphere  of  a  higher  and  purer  life  where  peace 
forever  reigns. 

The  patriotic  dead!     That  devoted   throng  now   in  everlasting 
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reunion,  where  we  count  the  prcRcnce  of  Lincoln,  and  the  mighty 
host  of  soldiers  whom  he  so  dearly  loved,  and  among  them,  oh, 
how  many  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  who  may  justly  speak 
their  worth.  Not  until  we,  like  they,  have  escaped  the  confineii 
of  clay  and  become  all  intelligence,  shall  we  be  able  to  know  or 
appreciate  the  merits  of  those  who  died  for  their  country  and  for 
us.  And  he  who  since  our  last  meeting  has  gone  from  earth  in 
peace,  and  the  sublime  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  war  well  ended, 
where  he  had  borne  a  soldier's  and  a  hero's  pari,  on  many  a  hard 
fought  field.  Although  his  eulogy  has  been  eloquently  prunuunced 
by  one  of  his  more  immediate  command,  shall  we  too  not  honor 
his  memory  now? 

At  Chicago,  in  1868,  Gencial  Thomas  was  selected  by  unanimous 
consent  to  preside  over  the  meeting  of  the  Societies  of  the  Armies 
of  the  Cumberland,  the  Ohio  and  the  Tennessee.  He  commanded 
your  Army  at  Corinth,  and  was  throughout  the  war  in  close 
fellowship  and  command  with  yuu.  And  though  wc  alone  may 
not  claim  him  who  is  "his  country's  now  and  fameV'  yet  as  the 
waters  of  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  unite  and  flow  to  the 
deep  ocean,  so  let  our  tears  and  praises  join  them  of  his  own 
army,  and  our  gratitude  be  acknowledged  for  all  time.  His 
military  career  from  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  the  war  was 
one  series  of  grand  and  masterly  successes.  He  gained  for  the 
Union  arms  its  earliest  victory  in  the  West  at  Mill  Spring,  and 
fought  with  memorable  brilliancy  the  final  and  decisive  battle  of 
Nashville.  For  his  services  at  Stone  river  he  was  mentioned  in 
the  official  reports  as  "true  and  prudent,  distinguished  in  council 
and  on  many  battle-fields  for  his  courage."  Your  own  eloquent 
and  gallant  Belknap  has  named  him  the  "  Rock  of  Chickamauga." 
He  joined  you  in  your  glorious  campaign  against  Chattanooga, 
and  was  one  of  the  powers  necessary  to  reduce  Atlanta.  For 
heavy  and  successful  fighting  General  Thomas  will  perhaps  be 
more  distinguished  than  any  other  General  in  the  Union  armies. 
It  seemed  to  fall  to  his  lot  to  have  a  large  part  of  the  hard  work 
to  do,  and  it  will  be  ever  his  glory  to  have  done  it  uncomplainingly 
and  well.  He  shared  with  his  troops  every  danger,  and  stimulated 
them  in  the  charge,  or  aided  them  in  the  enemy's  repulse  by  his 
presence  and  the  coolness  of  his  demeanor.  His  military  conduct 
was  but  a  part  of  his  nature,  for  he  bore  in  private  life  the  dignity 
that  became  sublime  on  the  field,  and  was  as  virtuous  as  brave. 
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He  was  ft  true  man,  a  true  patriot  and  a  true  hero.  In  peace  we 
may  recount  his  virtues,  and  mourn  our  loss,  but  should  war  once 
more  assail  our  countrv,  who  shall  fill  the  place  of  Thomas!  But 
he  is  gone!  His  strong  heart  has  ceased  to  beat!  His  clarion 
voice  is  hushed.  Rut  the  force  of  his  noble  example  shall  operate 
unspent  while  a  memory  of  the  great  rebellion  and  its  overthrow 
dwells  in  a  single  patriotic  breast. 

And  since  our  last  meeting  General  Mower  has  also  died. 
What  a  gallant  spirit  was  his!  Place  but  the  foes  of  his  country 
before  him,  and  his  commander  h.id  fairlv  to  hold  him  back,  or  if 
he  was  let  go,  he  had  to  he  sent  after,  so  rapidly  and  far  did  he 
pui'sue  the  enemy. 

The  spirits  of  such  men,  now  dead,  yet  living,  are  those  that 
most  instruct  us,  and  lead  us  to  deeper  resolves,  purer  purposes, 
and  a  better  life. 

In  conclusion  let  us  say  that  if  in  (ienerals  who  have  thus  become 
pre-eminent,  we  mark  and  eulogize  these  fine  traits  of  character, 
it  is  not  because  they  were  of  different  mould  from  their  soldiers. 
If  our  Generals,  like  leaders  among  barbarotis  tribes,  had  each 
been  selected  for  some  happy  combination  of  physical  excellences, 
he  could  have  been  matched  tn  each,  though  not  in  all,  by  some 
individual  soldier.  Were  he  as  swift  of  foot  as  Mercury,  from 
among  the  thousands  of  his  command  could  have  been  found  one 
equaling  him  in  this.  Were  he  also  as  quick  of  hearing  as  Diana 
in  the  chase,  another  of  his  soldiers  could  have  been  found  with 
this  quality  in  extraordinary  development,  though,  perchance, 
without  any  flcetness  of  foot.  Were  he  of  physical  endurance 
like  Atlas,  hearing  the  world,  some  comrade  of  the  ranks  would 
have  been  able  to  share  his  toil  and  take  his  whole  burden,  when  he 
could  stand  no  longer.  And  so  in  mental  qualities,  and  in  our  own 
army  his  imagination  may  have  lieen  a  poet's,  and  some  soldier 
wonid  have  been  there  a  mute,  inglorious  Milton,  His  cunning 
may  have  outwitted  many  foes,  but  the  daily  strategy  of  the  line 
when  skirmishing  for  better  positions  or  better  rations,  without 
orders,  would  have  shown  such  excellence  not  confined  to  Ulvsses. 
He  had  eloquence  too,  how  many  halls  of  legislation,  it  may  ba 
asked,  have  not  since  shown  with  the  brightness  that  was  smoul- 
dering in  the  war.  If  he  fonned  his  conception  of  the  enemy's 
design,  or  laid  his  own  plan  of  attack  for  the  succeeding  day  with 
a  skill  he  imagined  beyond  fathoming.yet  walked  unobserved  near 
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the  fires  of  his  soldier's  bivouac,  how  might  he  have  been  startled 
to  hear  his  very  thoughts  spoken  in  rude  phrnse  by  those  who 
gained  the  field  next  day  under  his  orders,  hut  with  an  alacrity  that 
came  from  their  own  knowledge  of  the  end  and  means,  gained  from 
no  book,  but  wrought  out  in  the  workshop  of  their  own  brains. 
Comprehension,  keenneBs  of  perception,  courage,  firmness,  cndur- 
ance,  impetuosity,  devotion  to  duty  and  an  unquenchable  patriotism 
were  combined  in  our  soldier,  and  fused  our  volunteer  armies  into 
a  mass  of  energy  and  inteliigence.  The  body  of  our  forces 
became  infused  with  almost  a  separate  and  individual  soul,  com- 
bining every  excellence  and  possessing  every  faculty  in  fullest 
development.  Alone  the  only  true  representative  of  our  country, 
"a  being  vital  in  everv  part,  that  could  not,  but  by  annihilation, 
die!" 

Before  the  glorious  examples  of  those  volunteer  chieftains  we 
may  stand  in  admiration,  but  who  sUa!!  not  bow  in  awe  before  the 
sublime  lesson  again  taught  by  our  soldiers  in  their  memorable 
deeds  that  have  spoken  louder  than  words  can  speak,  that  the 
voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice  of  God. 

This  people  yet  remains,  moreover  it  expands  and  multiplies, 
each  new  census  exhibits  its  wonderful  increase,  not  only  in 
numbers,  but  intelligence,  morality  and  an  appreciation  of  the 
blessings  God  has  bestowed  on  our  highly  favored  land.  Its  ear 
is  upon  the  Atlantic's  wave,  its  arms  knit  with  iron  grasp  the 
desert  and  mountain,  and  wring  from  the  rock  gold  and  silver 
treasures  like  water,  its  fingers  gather  the  harvests  swifter  than 
the  rain  can  fall,  and  the  coming  of  the  storm  is  told  from  many 
an  observatory  before  the  thunder  rolls  or  the  lightning  is  seen. 
Its  mines  and  workshops  are  again  busv  both  North  and  South, 
and  its  commerce  once  more,  like  dove's  wings,  flies  across  the  seas, 
fearless  of  the  hawk  of  former  days.  It  educates  itself.  It  aspires 
to  virtue  and  purity.  It  vies  for  honor  and  national  credit.  It 
looks  upon  the  past  without  a  blush,  it  gazes  upon  the  future 
without  fear.  It  is  proud  of  its  past  and  present  heroes,  but  it 
is  not  hopeless  of  their  successors.  Their  names  shall  not  perish 
but  with  the  people,  the  source  of  all  our  grandeur,  and  with  them 
the  republic  shall  be  eternal! 

Colonel  Noble's  address  was  listened  to  with  close  and  observ- 
ing attention  and  the  speaker  was  frequently  applauded. 
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rollowing  it: 

Music; — '^Retreal  and  Taps" 

and  the  regular  exercises  were  through,  but  the  au<)ience  would 
not  listen  to  the  efTorls  of  the  President  to  pronounce  the  meeting 
adjourned,  and  clamored  for  a  speech  from  him.  lie  preferred  a 
strict  iittention  to  business,  but  thanked  those  present  for  the 
warm  reception,  both  for  himself  and  in  behalf  of  the  Society. 
There  were  othera  whom  he  knew  they  would  be  glad  to  hear, 
nnd  suggested  that  they  call  them  out.  Generals  Meade  and 
Belknap,  Admiral  Porter,  Governor  Hayes  and  Generals  Pope, 
McArthur,  Terry  and  Warner  were  called  in  succession,  speaking 
of  and  expressing  their  kindly  sympathy  and  approbation  for  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  and  oiir  Society.  General  Meade  thanked 
the  citizens  also  for  their  warm  reception,  and  assured  all  that  it 
iit  once  made  him  fed  at  home.  Adjourned  until  lo  o'clock  a.  .m., 
April  7th. 

Pike's  lUtL,  | 

Cincinnati.  Afrit  7,  10  a.  a.  (" 

The  Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  of  last  evening  and 
was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

General  Landrum,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  resolutions  of 
respect  to  General  Mower,  reported  as  follows: 

SOCIBTV  OP  THE  ARMV  OP  THE  TEVNENSBB,    I 

AfrH  7.  1S7I.  ) 

WiikREAS,  Since  the  last   meeting  of  the   Society   of  the   Army  of  the 

Tennessee,  out  friend  and  comrade  Major-General  Joseph   A.   Mower  has 

departed  this  life, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  General  Mower  the  country  has  lost  one  of 

its  ablest  defenders — eociety,  a  cultivated  noble  hearted  gentleman — the  Army, 

an  officer  of  whom  it  had  reason  to  be  proud — and  this  Society,  a  member 

honored  and  beloved  by  alt. 

Resolved.  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  transmitted  by  the  Corresponding 

Secretary  to  the  widow  of  the  deceased. 

On  motion  of  General  McCook: 

Resolved^  That  the  report  of  the  committee  be  accepted  and 
spread  on  the  records  of  the  Society. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to  select  the  time 
and  place  of  our  next  annual  meeting  submitted  a  report  as  fol- 
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Mr.  PREsiriEXT: — The  commiitee  to  whom  Ihe  matler  was  referred,  have 
had  the  Mibject  of  flxing  Ihe  time  and  place  of  the  next  ineelittg  of  the  Society 
uf  Ihe  Armv  nf  the  Tennessee  under  consideration,  and  would  respectfully 
report  that  we  are  unable  to  agree  upon  the  place,  but  rccomn^iul  lliat  the 
next  meeting  be  heW  on  the  4th  of  Julv.  1873.  and  at  the  cjlv  of  Madison,  in 
the  Stale  of  Wisconsin,  or  at  the  citv  of  Toledo,  in  Ihc  State  of  Ohio,  as  the 
Sociely  niav  detennine. 

Grneral  J.  R.  Slack, 

On  inoliun  of  Coloiicl  Markland  the  rc]K>rt  was  accepted  and 
the  committee  dischargccl. 

Colonel  Mark  land  moved  that  Madison,  Wisconsin,  be  selected 
■s  the  place  in  which  to  hold  the  next  reunion,  and  the  time  to  be 

j„ij  4. 1872. 

General  McCook  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the  motion  that 
October,  1S72,  lie  substituted  for  July,  1873, 

General  Slack  moved  for  tabling  the  amendment  of  General 
McCuok,  and  vote  un  the  original  motion  of  Colonel  Markland, 
which  was  carried  unanimously. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  on  resolutions  of  respect  to 
Colonel  Hicks  and  Lieutenants  Egglestun  and  Lovcjoy  reported 
MS  follows: 

Society  of  the  Armv  of  the  TeNVEssKc,  * 
.tfri/  6.  ISri.       ) 

U'hbreas.  Thin  Society  has  learned  with  deep  pegrtt  of  Ihc  death  of  Colonel 
S.  J.  Hicks,  formerly  of  the  40lh  Illinois  Infantr>-.  also  of  Lieutenant  E.  L. 
Kgglesion  of  the  3rd  New  JerBey  Cavaln-  and  Lieutenant  F,  E.  Lovejoy  3rd 
L'.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  therefore. 

Rfsolvfd,  That  in  the  death  of  these  olficers  this  Society  loses  Irue  and 
valued  friends,  whose  ser\-ices  durinjf  the  dark  days  of  our  country's  trials 
deserve  an  honorable  recognition,  and  uhile  we  bow  in  humble  submission  to 
Ihe  will  of  Ilini  who  ruleth  overull.  our  synipalhies  are  extended  to  the  families 
and  friends  of  our  deceased  comrade^,  assuring  Ihem  that  though  they  have 
passed  from  earlh.  their  nietnoriei  are  cherished  bv  the  sun-iving  members  of 
the  old  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Resolvrd,  That  these  resohitions  be  spread  upon  the  records  of  the  Societj' 
and  a  copy  of  the  same  be  transmitted  by  the   Secretary   to  their  respective 


On  motion  of  Colonel  Kinney: 

Resolved,  That   the  report  of  the  committee  be  accepted  and 
adopted  and  the  committee  discharged. 
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General  Buckland,  of  the  committee  for  noniiimtiuu  of  officers, 
was  called  on,  and  reported  they  were  ready  to  submit  report, 
but  desired  to  say  first  that  he  thought  it  best  to  modify  the  course 
pursued  heretofore,  as  he  considered  it  advisable  to  elect  a  larger 
number  of  Vice-Presidents  than  had  been  the  case  in  conformity 
to  the  Constitution,  and  to  that  end  asked  further  time,  and  moved 
a  suspension  of  the  first  clause  of  Article  IV  of  the  By-Laws  so 
he  could  bring  the  matter  up  for  discussion.  Carried. 
On  motion  of  Colonel  Howe: 

Resolved,  That  Article  III  of  the  Constitution  be  amended,  and 
that  the  number  of  Vice-Presidents  be  twelve,  instead  of  one 
from  each  corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

The  President  suggested  that  one  important  matter  for  our  next 
annual  meeting  should  be  attended  to  at  this  time,  namely,  the 
selection  of  an  orator.  Heretofore  it  had  given  much  trouble  to 
committees  of  arrangements  and  the  President,  and  it  could  be 
obviated  by  making  a  selection  now^  while  the  Society  was  in 
session,  and  it  was  only  just  to  the  orator  that  he  should  have  the 
requisite  time.  It  was  a  matter  of  extra  work  for  whoever 
should  be  selected,  to  take  the  time  demanded  for  his  own  duties 
of  life,  and  we  could  not  expect  a  faithful  performance  of  the 
task  unless  ample  notice  was  given. 
On  motion  of  General  Spooncr: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  select  the 
orator  for  the  next  annual  meeting. 

The  chairman  announced  the  committee  to  be  Generals  Spuoner, 
Strong  and  Buckland. 

The  chairman  stated  that  while  it  would  rest  upon  the  commit- 
tee to  select  the  orator,  it  would  be  well  to  suggest  the  names  of 
parties  suitable  for  orator  and  thus  aid  the  committee.  The  names 
of  Generals  Gresham,  Logan,  Laiidrum,  McClernand.  Leggett, 
Warner.  Dodge  and  Buckland  were  announced. 

The  committee  appointed  for  nomination  of  otHcers  asked  leave 
to  report,  which  was  accorded.     The  report  was  as  follows: 

Cincinnati.  O,.  A^ril  7.  1371. 
The  committee  appointed  to  select  officer'^  of  tlie  Socivtv  tor  the  enKuiriK 
year,  for  the  coniiiderHtinn  of  tiie  Socittv,  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  Society 
having;  re-elected  the  executive  officers  by  acclamHtion,  \te  have  only  to  suggest 
■  names  for  the  Vice-Presidents  and  we  therefore  recommend  that  the  lollowing 
be  choeen.  viz: 

General  Jas.  R.  Slock.  Colonel  Thomas  Reynolds.  Colonel  C.  Cadle.  Jr., 


i.y  Google 


A.So  (Proceedings  of  the  Society 

Captain  George  Puterbaugh.  Colonel  W.  II.  Heath.  General  J,  M.  Thaver, 
Captain  Geor^  A.  Henry.  Colonel  B.  H.  Bristow.  Colonel  James  H.  Howe. 
Captain  J.  Barber.  General  J.  W.  Spnigue,  Colonel  C.  B.  Hinidale,  and  we 
TeKpectrully  sobmit  the  came. 

R.  P.  BlCKLAND. 

Cliairmam. 

On  motion  of  Colond  Jones: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  nomination  of 
officers  be  accepted,  and  the  election  in  accordance  tlwrewith  be 
declared. 

It  was  duly  announced  by  the  chairman. 

The  chairman  read  the  following  invitation  from  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce: 

Mkrciiantb  Exchange,  Afril  6.  1371. 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Temnetief! 

You  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  the  Merchants  E^idiange  bI  any   time 
cs,  but  if  you  can  do  wo,  between  twelve  and  one 


On  motion  of  General  McCook: 

Resolved,  That  the  invitation  of  the  President  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  be  accepted,  spread  on  the  records  of  the  Society, 
and  we  attend  in  a  body  as  goon  as  our  business  of  the  Society 
nhall  be  completed. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  on  selection  of  orator  for  next 
meeting  reported  as  follows; 

Cincinnati,  Afril 7,  1871. 


CINC 

NNATi,  Afrin,  1871 

Your  committee  respectfully  present  for  the  ora 
reunion,    Major-Generat    W.    Q^  GreBham.   and  et 

or  of  your  tilth  annu 

appointment. 

B.  Spooner. 

Ckairmam 

General  Gresham  immediately  protested  his  want  of  time  and 
ability,  and  a  scene  followed  both  humorous  and  interesting — 
many  members  having  a  pleasant  word  to  say  for  General 
Gresham,  and  it  was  only  ended  by  the  President  putting  a  motion, 
and  General  (iresham  was  unanimously  elected  as  our  next  orator. 

On  motion  of  General  Hickenlooper; 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  one  be  appointed  to  conduct  the 
arrangements  for  the  visit  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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The  chairman  announced  Major  James  S.  Wise  as  such  com- 
mittee. 

General  Warner  desired  to  say  that  the  matter  of  having  ladies 
at  our  reunion  banquets  had  been  suggested  to  him  by  a  member, 
and  he  considered  it  would  be  a  most  excellent  thing;  many  of  the 
members  would  be  very  glad  to  have  their  wives  or  daughters 
attend  the  meetings;  and  he  with  others  would  like  to  have  them 
at  the  banquets.  Considerable  discussion  was  elicited  on  the 
question,  and  finally  it  was  moved  and  carried  that  ladies  be 
admitted  as  spectators  at  our  banquets. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  Joel: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  are  due  to  and  are 
hereby  cordially  extended  to  the  local  committee  of  arrangements 
for  their  close  and  careful  attention  to  the  necessities  of  this 
Society  at  this  reunion. 

Resolved,  That  the  acknowledgments  of  the  Society  are 
extended  the  press,  railroad  and  telegraph  companies  for  their 
courtesies  to  members  of  the  Society. 

Major  Gillespie  desired  to  say  that  he  had  heard  objections  to 
the  use  of  wines  and  liquors  at  our  banquets,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  far  better  if  the  custom  could  be  dispensed  with.  He 
thought  our  banquets  should  be  made  as  much  an  experience  of 
perfect  propriety  as  could  be,  and  it  was  not  thought  that  was 
obtained  by  the  free  use  of  wines.  The  members  of  this  Society 
should  feel  that  after  their  record  of  service  during  the  war.  vic- 
tory always  crowning  their  labors,  they  should  in  their  gatherings 
set  an  example  of  temperance  by  excluding  wines  from  the  banquet. 
He  offered  .a  resolution  to  that  effect,  which  elicited  considerable 
discussion,  almost  wholly  in  opposition;  members  claiming  that 
we  must  as  far  as  possible  provide  our  banquets  with  all  that 
would  make  them  acceptable  to  the  greatest  number.  Cer- 
tainly but  few  gentlemen  would  be  found  who  gave  dinners  and 
did  not  set  out  wines,  and  much  less  was  it  possible  to  point  to  an 
instance  of  a  large  banquet  where  wines  were  excluded.  It  was 
not  whether  we  should  set  an  example  of  temperance,  but  should 
we  have  such  gatherings  and  such  banquets  as  would  be  unin- 
teresting and  would  not  probably  be  attended.  The  exclusion 
of  wines  from  our  banquets  did  not  seem  to  be  a  very  popular 
idea,  and  on  the  question  being  called  it  was  lost  by  a  large 
majority. 
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The  chairman  now  stated  that  he  had  on  the  calendar  no  more 
business  for  the  action  of  the  Society,  and  if  no  member  had  any 
to  present  a  motion  to  adjourn  would  be  in  order. 

On  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  now  adjourn  to  meet  at  Madison, 
Wisconsin,  July  4th,  1S72,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  passed, 
this  adjournment,  however,  to  include  our  meeting  for  banquet 
thi^  evening,  as  provided  by  the  local  committee. 

The  chairman  announced  the  fifth  annual  reunion  as  adjourned. 

COMMITTEES. 

The  President  having  appointed  the  general  committee  on  the 
15th  of  February,  it  assembled  at  the  St.  Nicholas,  at  various 
times,  as  a  committee  room. 

General  Force,  on  the  nomination  of  Colonel  Dayton,  was  made 
permanent  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  and  General  L.  E.  Yorke 
elected  as  Secretary.  The  manner  of  raisipg  funds  to  defray 
expenses,  and  the  matter  of  comphmentary  invitations  provided 
for  by  the  committee  and  resident  officers — all  of  whom  thai  could 
be  found  in  the  city  having  been  requested  to  meet  with  the  com- 
mittee— the  appointment  of  subcommittees  was  delegated  to  the 
general  committee,  and  was  made  as  follows: 

Committee  of  Finance: — General  Hiclc.enlooper,  Colonel  Weber, 
Dr.  Nixon  and  General  Sullivan. 

Committee  on  Banquet: — General  Force,  General  Noycs,  Major 
Dawes,  Major  Wise  and  Captain  Lewis. 

Committee  on  Printing: — General  Yorke  and  Captain  Walker. 

Committee  on  Decorations : — Captain  Mills,  Lieutenant  Steven- 
son, Captain  E.  L.  Anderson,  General  Fearing,  Captain  Kean, 
Captain  Fortman  and  Dr.  Harper. 

Committee  on  Music: — Colonel  L.  M.  Dayton. 

Committee  on  Transportation : — Major  Fleming  and  Colonel 
Moulton. 

Committee  on  Reception: — General  Yorke,  General  Bates,  Cap- 
tain Partridge,  Colonel  Kennett,  Lieutenant  McGill,  General 
Heath  and  Colonel  Pummel. 

Those  who  have  ever  served  on  committees  for  arranging  meet- 
ings similar  to  this,  or  our  reunions,  arc  fully  aware  of  the  labor, 
trouble  and  time  required  from  one  serving  on  a  general  or  special 
committee  of  this  character.     The   members  of  the    Society  arc 
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more  indebted  to  these  committees  than  is  generally  considered. 
They  are  fully  entitled  to  grateful  remembrance  from  all  the  mem- 
bers, anti  at  any  of  our  meetings  should  receive  the  cordial  co- 
operation of  all. 

In  this  instance  special  mention  is  quite  appropriate  and  should 
be  given  as  due  to  those  officers  who  had  the  responsibility. 

In  no  better  charge  could  have  been  placed  the  direction  of  the 
financial  matters  than  that  of  General  Hickenlooper.  He  received 
ready  responses  to  his  solicitations  from  resident  members,  which 
amply  provided  for  current  expenses  of  the  reunion. 

The  Banquet  Committee  accomplished  all  that  was  needed,  as 
their  arrangements  fully  attested,  and  special  commendation  is 
due  Generals  Force,  Noyes  and  Major  Wise. 

Much  credit  is  due  General  Yorke  and  Captain  Walker  for  the 
Kuccess  attained  in  the  matter  of  printing  and  publishing  notice 
of  the  meeting,  ftili  circulation  being  secured  both  through  the 
press  and  by  the  telegraph.  No  more  thoroughly  successful  work 
could  have  been  accomplished  than  that  of  the  Committee  on 
Decoration;  praise  from  the  audience  at  the  Opera-house  and 
appreciation  of  the  decorations  was  complete.  Captain  Mills, 
Lieutenant  Stevenson,  Captain  Kcan  and  Dr.  Harper  are  entitled 
to  all  credit  for  taste  and  energy  in  this  direction. 

Major  Fleming  conducted  the  matter  of  securing  reduced 
transportation  for  attending  members,  which  required  much  labor, 
and  devotion  of  time.  General  Yorke,  as  secretary  of  the  gen- 
eral committee,  conducted  all  correspondence  incident  to  the  com- 
plimentary invitations  and  all  other  arrangements  connected  with 
the  general  committee  work  for  the  reunion.  Thus  the  general 
committee  was  ably  assistetj  by  these  gentlemen  of  the  sub-com- 
mittees, and  cordially  rendered  their  acknowledgements. 

These  committees  are  fully  entitled  to  this  special  mention  of 
their  services,  so  that  all  members  of  the  Society,  whether  present 
or  absent  from  our  reunions,  may  know  to  whom  we  arc  indebted 
for  the  life  infused  in  our  gatherings,  and  the  spirit  that  secures 
compactness  of  desire  for  perpetuity.  Therefore  do  I  continue 
this  plan  of  special  mention,  and  trust  the  members  will  approve  it. 

This  report  has  been  delayed;  indeed  it  should  have  been  com- 
pleted and  distributed  much  earlier.  1  wish  to  say  to  the  members 
that  the  duty  of  the  Recording  Secretary  '\f>  not  by  any  means  a 
sinecure.     In  former  years   I  could  devote  ample  time  to  secure 
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all  needed  expedition,  but  since  a  period  before  this  reunion  there 
hati  been  such  a  demand  on  my  time  by  personal  cares  and  respon- 
sibilities that  the  delay  has  been  unavoidable,  and  that  must  be 
my  explanation. 

L.  M.  Dayton, 
Recording  Secre/ar-y. 

DECORATION'S. 

At  all  meetings  of  our  Society  heretofore,  much  attention  Has 
been  given  to  cmbelliKhing  such  rooms  as  were  required  for  meet- 
ings aild  banquet,  and  at  the  present  reunion  the  precedent  has 
been  observed. 

Pike's  Opera  Hall,  in  which  were  held  the  business  sessions, 
received  particular  attention — at  the  rear  of  the  stage  on  large 
can%'as  was  displayed  our  beautiful  badge,  accompanied  by  colors 
and  stacks  of  muskets  on  either  side — at  the  front  and  right  was  a 
dismounted  cannon,  broken  drums,  muskets,  bayonets  and  sabres, 
covered  with  moss  and  flowers,  indicative  that  war  has  ceased — 
(tn  the  left,  the  implements  of  agriculture,  the  spade,  hoe,  rake  and 
plow,  and  twining  among  them  bright  flowers  and  surmounted  by 
a  golden  sheaf  illustrative  of  the  prosperity  of  peace,  also  remind- 
ing all  of  the  great  change  since  the  dav  this  is  the  anniversary. 
From  the  ceiling  of  the  auditorium  hung  wreaths  of  evergreen 
stretched  to  diflerent  parts  of  the  galleries,  a  profusion  of  festoons 
of  evergreen  arrayed  throughout  the  hall.  From  the  galleries 
were  drooped  many  flags  and  colors  carried  on  the  march  and 
defended  in  battle  by  regiments  who.se  representatives  were 
present.  Upon  the  walls  and  panels  of  the  galleries  were  placed 
the  names  of  many  of  the  prominent'oflicers  who  served  in  our 
Army;  among  their  number,  the  lamented  McPherson,  Mower, 
Rawlins,  Ransom.  Crocker,  Fairchild  and  Mathias,  draped  in 
black  and  circled  with  laurel.  Arrayed  on  the  front  wings  of  the 
stage  were  the  names  of  battles  in  which  our  Army  participated, 
well  remembered  by  all  and  too  numerous  to  mention. 

The  effect  was  most  beautiful,  producing  a  delight  rarely  experi- 
enced, especially  in  the  evening  when  the  orations  were  delivered. 
Many  and  emphatic  were  the  M'ords  of  praise  and  approbation. 
Most  of  the  decorations  in  the  Banquet  Hall  at  the  Buniet  House 
were  transferred  from  this  hall  producing  a  like  cheering  and 
joyous  effect  there. 
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BANQUET. 

At  all  of  our  previous  reunions,  one  considerable  enjoyable  feature 
has  been  our  Society  dinner,  and  this  feature  has  been  fully  sus- 
tained in  the  present.  All  had  looked  forward  to  this  event  with 
much  interest,  and  the  committee,  equally  anxious  there  should  be 
no  disappointment,  had  given  their  well  known  energy  and  judg- 
ment full  bcope. 

At  9  o'clock  the  guests  had  assembled,  and.  in  order,  passed 
into  the  dining  hall  of  the  Burnet  Mouse  and  were  seated,  the 
Newport  Barracks  band  playing  "Hail  to  the  Chief,"  and  dis- 
coursing most  excellent  music,  which  was  continued  during  the 
discussion  of  the  dinner.  The  hall  was  arranged  with  the  usual 
decorations,  beautiful  as  could  be  desired,  the  tables,  lengthwise 
4)f  the  hall,  with  a  cross-table  raised  on  a  dais  at  the  upper  end. 
At  this  table  sat  Generals  Belknap,  Meade,  Terry,  Cox,  Governor 
Hayes,  Admiral  Porter,  Generals  Pope,  Hazen,  Swayne,  Burbank, 
Pyer,  Gresham,  Noyes  and  Force.  General  Sherman  presiding, 
and  seated  at  the  center  of  the  table. 

The  party — members  of  the  Society,  and  guests,  comprising 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  gentlemen  in  the  country — mem- 
bers and  guests  alike,  seemed  to  think  there  could  be  no  result 
other  than  a  good  time,  and  so  it  proved,  and  is  known  only  at 
such  a  board.  When  full  justice  had  been  accorded  the  spread. 
General  Sherman  announced  it  time  to  bfgin  the  ".speaking"  pro- 
gramme, and  named  the 

First  Toast: — "Our   Counlry" 

Response  by  Governor  Hayes. 

Mr.  President; — The  subject  which  the  committee  has 
assigned  to  me,  is  altogether  too  large  for  the  few  sentences  which 
one  may  properly  speak  on  such  an  occasion  as  this.  I  shall 
therefore  attempt  but  little  more  than  to  name  some  of  the  leading 
topics  suggested  by  the  sentiment  which  has  been  read. 

Our  country  already  embraces  within  its  limits  the  finest  part 
of  the  best  continent  on  the  globe,  and  the  rest  of  the  continent, 
and  the  islands  of  the  adjacent  seas,  are  likely  to  be  annexed 
quite  as  rapidly  as  our  republic  will  be  able,  healthfully,  to  dige.st 
them. 
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Of  our  people,  I  qu»)tc.fnim  an  old  sermon,  that  "God  s 
have  sifted  whole  nations  that  He  might  send  the  choicest  seeds 
over  to  people  the  American  wilderness." 

We  have  a  Government  founded  on  the  consent  of  the  governed, 
under  which  cijiiality  of  civil  and  political  rights  and  freedom  of 
conscience  and  of  the  press  are  secured,  and  land,  and  homes,  and 
education,  and  "an  unfettered  start,  and  a  fair  chance  >n  the  race 
of  life,"  are  within  the  reach  of  all.  A  Government  so  strong- 
and  so  respected,  that,  without  a  formidable  navy  or  standing 
army  to  protect  him,  the  humblest  American  citizen  in  foreign 
lands  is  as  safe  and  as  honored  ns  the  subject  or  citizen  of  anv 
power  on  earth.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  onlv  great  Government  in  the 
world  which  has  such  resources  at  its  command,  that  it  can  pay 
off  the  largest  debts  it  ever  incurred  in  the  life  time  of  the  genera- 
tion which  contracted  them.  ' 

Consider  the  historj-of  our  country.  It  is  the  youngest  of  the 
nations.  We  nre  just  beginning  to  look  forward  to  the  celebration, 
five  years  hence,  of  the  completion  of  the  first  century  of  it  exist- 
ence. This  brief  period,  so  crowded  with  interesting  events,  with 
great  achievements  in  peace  and  war.  and  adorned  with  illustrioiii^ 
names  in  every  honorable  walk  in  life,  has  witnessed  a  progress 
in  our  country  without  a  parallel  in   the  annals  of  the  human  race. 

Add  to  these  considerations,  the  visions  of  greatness  and  pros- 
perity which  the  future  opens  to  America,  and  we  shall  begin  to 
sec  by  what  titles  our  country  claims,  from  all  of  her  children, 
admiration,  gratitude  and  loyal  love. 

Those  who  are  accustomed  to  take  gloomy  views  of  every 
event  and  everj'  prospect,  will  perhaps  remind  us  that  all  the  parts 
of  this  picture  have  their  dark  side;  that  this  extended  and 
magnificent  territory  of  ours  must  needs  have  rival  interests, 
hostile  and  dangerous  to  unity;  that  people  differing  in  race, 
nationality,  religion,  language  and  traditions,  will,  with  difliculty, 
be  fused  into  one  harmonious  nation;  that  written  constitu- 
tions do  not  make  a  Government  unless  their  provisions  are 
obeyed  or  enforced.  As  to  our  now  boasted  history,  the)'  will 
point  to  pages  darkened  with  grave  crimes  against  the  weaker 
races,  and  as  to  our  future,  they  tell  of  the  colossal  fortunes  which, 
under  the  sanction  of  law,  are  already  consolidating  into  the  hands 
of  a  few  men — not  always  the  best  men — powers  which  threaten 
alike  good  government  and  our  liberties. 
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In  reply  to  these  views,  it  can  not  be  denied  that,  in  a  wide 
domain  like  ours,  inhabited  bv  people  not  always  harmonious, 
something  more  than  written  constitutions  are  required,  A  mere 
paper  government  is  nut  enough.  The  law,  if  not  voluntarily 
obeyed,  must  be  firmly  enforced.  To  accomplish  "this,  there  must 
be  vi'isdom,  moderation  and  firmness,  not  only  in  those  ^vho 
administer  the  government,  but  in  the  people,  who,  at  last,  are  the 
government. 

The  great  task  is  to  educate  a  people  in  these  high  virtues,  to 
the  end  that  they  may  be  equal  to  their  opportunities  and  to  the 
dangers  that  surround  them.  The  chief  instrumentalities  in  this 
education  are,  the  home,  the  school,  the  platform,  the  pulpit  and 
the  press,  and  all  good  men  and  women  are  the  educators. 

Doubt  and  difficulty  and  danger  lend  to  every  human  enterprise 
its  chief  interest  and  charm.  Every  man  who  fought  in  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee  at  Shiloh,  knows  that  the  gloom  and  despond- 
ency in  which  the  first  day's  battle  closed,  gave  an  added  glorv  to 
the  victory  of  the  second  day.  That  victory  is  alway.s  most  highly 
prized  which,  after  a  long  and  desperate  struggle,  is  snatched,  at 
last,  from  the  very  jaws  of  disaster  and  defeat 

If,  in  the  future  of  our  country's  trials  and  conflicts,  calam- 
ities await  her,  it  is  but  the  common  allotment  of  Providence 
to  men.  The  brave  and  the  good  will  here  always  find  noble 
work  and  a  worthy  career,  and  will  rejoice  that  they  are  permitted 
to  live  and  act  in  such  a  country  as  the  American  Republic. 

Music; — "7'aniee  Doodle" 

Second  Toast: — "^The  P resident  of  the  United  States'' 

General  Sherman,  in  announcing  this  toast,  said  the  President 
had  told  him  he  should  be  here  at  this  time,  and  he  knew  he  had 
so  intended,  but  had  been  prevented  by  public  business,  however, 
he  had  sent  a  telegram,  and  he  requested  General  Belknap  to 
read  it: 

Wasiuxoti>n.  1).  C-  Afrin,  1871. 


Give  inv  cangratulations  to  the  gallant  Society  of  the  Armv  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, and  regrets  that  public  duly  prevents  inc  being  wilb  them  on  the 
anniversary  of  one  of  the  hardesi  fought  battles  of  the  rebelJion,     The  battle  of 
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Shiloh.  though  much  criticised  at  (he  time,  will  ever  be  remembered,  hy  thoee- 
engaged  in  it.  as  a  brillinnl  euccess.  won  with  raw  troops,  over  i  superior  force, 
and  under  circumElanccB  the  most  unTavorable  to  the  Union  troops. 

V.  S.Grant. 
Music; — "Am 


Third  Toast:— "7»<7  Army." 
Refiponse  by  General  Sherha^i. 

Gentlemen; — It  is  somewhat  strange  that  the  President  of  a 
meeting  should  be  called  upon  to  make  a  regular  speech,  therefore 
I  know,  kindly  disposed  to  ine  as  yoti  are,  yoii  will  pardon  me  if 
I  make  my  remarks  very  short.  As  the  representative  of  the 
army,  its  present  head,  it  is  a  source  of  pride  and  pleasure  to  me 
that  you  ever  couple  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  near  the  head 
of  your  list  of  toasts,  with  "Our  Country"  and  "Our  Chief  Magis- 
trate." It  is  a  body  national  in  its  character,  devoted  to  the  whole 
country,  and  ever  faithful  to  it.  I  know  that,  to  the  members  of 
it,  hi  their  distant  homes  it  is  a  source  of  pride  and  pleasure  to 
them,  sitting  around  their  bivouac  fires,  on  the  dusty  roads,  or  in 
the  far  off  Alaska,  t6  realize  that  their  memories  are  as  precious 
now  as  in  the  days  when  the  whole  country  was  upturned  by  civil 
war.  Their  tasks  did  not  end  with  that  war,  but  continue  now 
that  it  has  ended.  It  affords  them  pleasure,  I  know,  to  feel  that 
they  are  associated  in  your  minds  with  the  events  of  the  late  war. 
even  though  they  may  be  in  countries  far  away.  It  would  please 
you,  I  know,  to  see  the  soldier  of  to-day  take  an  old  newspaper 
from  his  haversack,  and  peruse  its  columns  to  see  what  you  are 
doing  here  to-night,  and  it  would  please  him,  I  know,  to  see  that 
he  was  not  fofgotten  by  you.  It  would  help  them,  I  feel,  to  be 
better  soldiers  and  better  men. 

It  is  to  some  of  you,  fellow-citizens,  a  matter  of  some  surprise 
that  we  should  he  assembled  here  to-night,  festive  at  the  board  on 
Good  Friday.  God  knows  I  would  not  injure  or  offend  the  most 
delicate  sense  of  a  religious  man.  But  this  is  the  anniversary  of 
an  occasion  upon  which  we  were  engaged  in  a  holy  cause.  [Ap- 
plause.] Nine  years  ago  to-day,  as  holy  prayers  ascended  to  the 
Throne  of  Grace  as  ever  went  up  from  vour  cathedral  spire,  or 
any  other  church.  Every  one  who  was  at  Shiloh  must  feel  like 
offering  up  his  prayers  of  thankfulness  for  deliverance  from  death 
that  day,     I  would  not  want  to  be  considered  as  violating  the 
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feelings  of  any  of  our  religions  friends,  nor  do  I  believe  any  mem- 
ber of  our  Society  meant  to  do  so.  But,  gentlemen,  I  do  not  mean 
to  occupy  more  of  your  time,  and  will  proceed  with  the  toasts  in 
their  regular  order.     [Applause.] 

Music: — '^'- Rally  Around  the  Flag" 

Fourth  Toast: — "  The  Navy.*' 

Response  by  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 

As  senior  officer  of  the  Navy  it  devolves  upon  me  to  respond 
to  the  toast  just  given. 

I  do  so  with  pleasure  although  I  regret  that  the  lot  of  respond- 
ing to  the  toast  has  not  fallen  on  some  one  who  could  more  grace- 
fully express  the  sentiments  due  to  this  occasioh. 

Public  speaking  is  an  accomplishment  that  I  have  never  culti- 
vated, a  circumstance  that  I  regret  only  because  it  will  prevent 
incfrom  making  myself  agreeable  on  this  occasion  to  my  distin- 
guished listeners. 

Permit  me  to  thank  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
for  the  courtesy  it  has  always,  at  its  annual  meetings,  extended 
through  me  to  the  navy,  and  if  there  are  few  navy  officers  present 
on  so  interesting  an  occasion,  it  is  because  those  who  participated 
in  Western  warfare  are  on  distant  stations,  showing  proudly  in 
foreign  countries  that  glorious  flag  which,  hut  for  the  efforts  of 
our  brave  .soldiers  and  sailors,  would  at  this  moment  be  a  thing  of 
the  past — its  stars  diminished  and  floating  over  a  few  disorganized 
States — a  striking  contrast  to  that  banner  now,  as  of  old,  the 
emblem  of  all  that  is  great  and  free. 

My  associations  with  portions  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
have  been  of  no  ordinary  kind,  and  hence  grew  up  an  intimacy 
with  many  of  its  officers  which  I  hope  will  be  remembered  by  all 
concerned.  In  fact  I  was  as  much  a  soldier  as  Sherman  was  a 
web  footer,  and  when  I  saw  a  man  in  want  of  help  never  stopped 
to  inquire  whether  he  belonged  to  the  gunboats  or  the  army. 

No  one  knows  better  than  myself  how  much  our  country  is 
indebted  to  the  brave  Army  of  the  Tennessee  for  the  indomitable 
courage  and  energy  it  displayed  in  the  time  of  our  greatest  peril, 
when  the  hearts  of  those  who  were  sitting  comfortably  by  their 
firesides  grew  faint  and  hopeless,  and  our  people  must  feel  how 
much  they  owe  both    to   the   army  and    navy,  for  preserving  to 
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America  that  noble  inheritance  of  free  inKttliitions  which  will 
bless  millions  yet  unborn,  and  enable  the  United  States  to  stnnd 
foremost  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  in  numbers,  wealth,  intel- 
ligence and  happiness. 

Those  who  participated  in  the  strife  which  brought  so  much 
"sorrow  to  our  country  j'ct  resulted  so  gloriouslv,  mav  proudly 
meet  together  at  stated  intervals,  not  to  promote  antagonism 
against  those  with  whom  they  onee  contended,  but  to  perpetuate 
the  fraternal  feeling  that  must  grow  up  in  camp  an<l  ship  among; 
people  united  to  preserve  from  ruin  Iheir  national  existence. 

I  trust  that  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  may  long 
continue  its  annual  reunions.  They  will  serve  to  remind  those 
who  would  otherwise  be  in  danger  of  forgetting  it,  that  the 
soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  L'nion  arc  a  band  of  brothers,  readv  to 
strike  its  foes  from  whatever  quarter  thev  may  come. 

The  worst  enemies  of  the  republic  are  those  who  forget  the 
services  of  its  defenders,  thus  giving  color  to  the  aphorism  that 
republics  are  ungrateful.  Fortunately  this  does  not  apply  to  the 
people  of  the  I'nited  States  as  a  body,  for  although  there  may  be 
a  few  who,  having  rendered  no  service  themselves,  would  ignore 
that  of  our  war-worn  veterans,  and  deny  them  the  honors  won 
on  a  bundrctl  battle- Held s,  yet  there  are  millions  who  would  lend 
willing  hands  to  build  a  monument  that  would  reach  the  stars, 
on  which  thev  would  inscribe  in  golden  letters — the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee. 

Mrsic:— "/^-■<(',   W/ille  and  Blue" 

Fifth  T-.^x'f.^.—^Thf  Army  of  the  Ti-nnesseer 

Rcponse  by  General  W.  W.  Bki.knap. 

Galhoring  together  again,  :Mr.  President  and  comrades  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  we  renew  the  recollections  of  field  days, 
of  hard  marches,  and  of  honors  in  camp,  made  happy  hy  contrast 
with  danger.  We  tell  to  each  other  again  the  stories  of  the  %var, 
which  increase  in  interest  as  time  passes  away,  and  we  recall  the 
actors  and  the  scenes  which  will  he  cherished  in  memory  when 
other  recollections  fade.  The  lapse  of  tiine  lengthens  the  chain 
of  personal  friendship  between  us,  yet  the  links  added  year  after 
year  make  it  none  the  less  enduring. 

The  music  that  enlivens  us  to-night,  though  its  sounds  come  to 
us  among  peaceful  scenes,  reminds  us  of  the  bugles  that  wc  heard 
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when  the  very  air  wns  filled  with  danger.  It  seems  but  as  yester- 
day when  the  druitiK  beat  and  calk-d  iis  together;  but  as  yesterday 
when  wreaths  crowned  our  leaders  and  we  marched  in  final 
review;  but  as  yesterday  when  there  came  the  order  for  mtister- 
out,  when,  for  the  last  time,  the  ranks  were  broken  and  men  who 
had  been  messmates  said  the  last  farewell;  and  the  time  seems- 
shorter  as  each  reunion  prompts  us  to  live  again  in  hours  the  lives 
of  years,  and  to  give,  from  lip  to  lip  and  heart  to  heart,  the  best 
wishes  that  soldiers  have  to  offer.  But,  my  friends,  our  ranks 
decrease  as  time  goes  on,  and  the  occurrence  of  a  few  meetings 
will  find  one  and  another  gone  from  our  numbers.  When  the  men 
of  co:ning  vears  collect  around  the  few  survivors  of  the  war,  and, 
pointing  to  their  weakened  limbs  and  marks  of  age,  tell  what 
they  have  Heard  or  read  of  the  stories  of  those  days — of  personal 
valor,  of  loyal  patriotism  and  of  the  country's  peril — the  hearts  of 
the  old  heroes,  faint  though  their  beatings  be,  will  throb  more 
quickly,  and  their  eyes  will  kindle  again  with  martial  pride,  when 
they  feel  that  they  are  cheered  and  loved  and  honored  as  soldiers 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

The  memories  which  touch  the  heart  most  tenderly  are  those 
which  revive  days  of  hardship,  when  true-hearted  men  rivaled 
each  other  in  manly  endurance  and  in  heroic  acts.  None  are 
more  lasting  than  those  which  speak  to  us  of  deeds  done  and 
of  friendships  formed  where  hearts  were  wrung  with  trial.  None 
are  guarded  with  more  earnest  care  than  those  which  call  to 
rcmetnbrance  the  honored  lives  of  men  who  fell  on  fields  to  which 
their  country  sent  them. 

Not  all  of  us  have  those  personal  bereavements  which  make 
the  lips  of  strong  men  tremble  when  they  tell  of  the  virtues  of 
dear  ones  gone;  but  all  of  us  here  to-night,  remember  the  fall  of 
some  hero  in  full  manhood;  of  gallant  comrades  who,  going  into 
action,  died  as  brave  men  should.  In  rank  after  rank,  in  ceme- 
teries protected  by  a  nation's  care,  the  soldiers  of  our  army  lie, 
witnesses,  though  dead,  of  the  faith  which  guided  the  American 
volunteer.  Within  the  borders  of  this  State  will  soon  arise  a 
monument  to  McPherson,  one  of  the  noblest  of  them  all.  We 
who  knew  him  well  delight  to  tell  of  his  manly  attributes,  of  his 
modest  bearing  and  his  unaffected  dignity,  of  bis  soldierly  accom- 
plishments and  his  affection  for  his  men.  As  long  as  heroism  is 
honored  his  memory  will  be  sacred  and  abiding. 
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Comrades,  associations  tike  ours  strengthen  the  alTection  which 
ties  together  the  hearts  of  all  soldiers,  and  with  our  brothers  of 
the  Armies  of  the  Cumberland,  the  Potomac,  the  Ohio,  and  all  the 
armies  of  the  Union,  you  rejoice  in  the  duty  so  well  done  by  the 
men  who  bore  the  musket  and  did  the  toilsome  work.  Vou  claim 
(icttysburg  as  well  as  Vicksburg,  Nashville  as  well  as  Shiloh; 
for  American  soldiers  won  them  all.  You  bear  with  reverence 
your  tribute  to  the  worth  of  the  sturdy  Thomas;  you  stand  as 
sorrowing  mourners  by  the  bier  of  your  own  Rawlins;  and  you 
exult  in  the  achievements  of  those  commanders,  one  of  whom  led 
you  to  the  sea,  and  the  other,  promoted  from  vour  army  to  the 
command  of  all  the  armies,  conquered  the  rebellion. 

Prond  of  the  army's  name,  we  rejoice  that  for  years  we  fol- 
lowed its  flag  and  its  commanders,  and  as  we  join  in  u  renewal  of 
our  allegiance  to-night,  our  faith  is  made  strong  in  the  knowledge 
that  wherever  this  association  meets  there  will  we  find  patriotism 
in  all  its  power  and  liberty  in  its  truest  spirit. 

Music: — ''Marching  Through    Georgia." 

Sixth  Toast: — "T/ic  Arwy  of  the  Potomac." 

Response  by  General  George  G.  Meade. 

Mr.  President  and  Fellow-soldiers  of  the  Army  of 
THE  Tennessee; — Permit  me,  in  premising  the  reply  which  I 
shall  make  upon  the  subject  of  the  toast,  to  return  to  you  not  only 
my  own  thanks,  bnt  the  thanks  of  that  great  and  gallant  body  of 
men,  who  for  four  years  battled  against  our  common  foe.  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  In  a  few  short  weeks  that  army  will  have  a 
reunion  similar  to  yours,  and  it  will  afford  me  the  greatest  satis- 
faction and  pleasure  to  report  to  that  army  the  courteous  manner 
in  which  you  have,  upon  all  occasions,  not  only  received  me  per- 
sonally, but  received  me,  not  for  anything  I  have  done  myself,  but 
as  the  representative  of  that  army  of  brother  soldiers  which  you 
have  been  pleased  to  treat  with  a  distinction  which  they  will  ever 
remember  in  the  most  grateful  manner. 

Xow,  gentlemen,  the  idea  is  prevalent,  though  not  altogether 
correct,  that  that  army  was  composed  almost  exclusively  of  men 
from  the  valley  or  slopes  of  the  AUeghanv  Mountains.  But  I 
will  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  that  army  has  a  right  to 
great  respect  and  consideration   from  you,  for  it  numbered  in  ita 
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ranks  many  men  who  came  from  this  section  of  the  country;  that 
it  had  in  it  regiments  of  infantry,  batteries  of  artillery  and  regi- 
ments of  cavalry  that  came  from  most  of  the  Western  States — 
from  Ohio,  from  Illinois,  from  Indiana,  from  Wisconsin,  from 
Michigan,  from  Minnesota  and  from  Iowa,  toward  the  close  of 
the  war  And  some  of  these  troops  were  among  the  best  in  the " 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  / 

General  Meade  then  mentioned  some  of  the  Western  regiments 
in  his  command,  speaking  particularly  of  the  Sth  Illinois  Cavalry, 
which  always  acquitted  itself  in  the  most  creditable  manner,  and 
which  he  had  recently  heard  spoken  of  by  Ccnfederate  officers  in 
terms  of  the  highest  praise.  He  also  specified  many  of  the 
Western  Generals  who  served  under  him. 

lie  then  continued: 

Now,  to  make  a  suitable  response  to  this  toast,  upon  a  subject 
upon  which  I  have  so  much  feeling,  an  army  with  which  I  was 
identified  from  the  very  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  rebellion,  to 
whom  1  owe  all  the  honors  and  all  the  reputation  that  I  have 
acquired,  would  take  too  much  time — more  than  you  would  be 
willing  to  give,  or  this  occasion  justify.  [Voices,  "Go  on."]  If 
I  went  on,  my  good  friends,  and  told  you  all  I  know  about  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  this  meeting  would  be  a  very  protracted 
one.  [Laughter.]  But  I  will  say  for  that  array,  and  I  say  it  in 
the  presence  of  the  noble  army  of  the  Tennessee,  that  it  claims  to 
be  equal  to  any  other  army  [cheers],  that,  whatever  may  be  the 
judgment  of  history  as  to  the  results  it  accomplished,  it  never 
failed  to  do  its  duty,  and  that  it  never  wanted  the  proper  spirit 
and  the  proper  will  to  do  its  duty  on  all  occasions.  [Cheers.] 
That  army,  gentlemen,  encountered  difficulties  that  none  but  those 
who  formed  its  ranks  can  fully  appreciate.  [A  voice — "You  are 
right."]  Besides  having  the  most  powerful  army  to  encounter, 
we  had  a  serious  drawback  in  being  compelled  to  defend  the  Cap- 
ital of  the  nation.  [Laughter  and  cheers.]  That  may  be  a  good 
joke  to  you.  but  it  was  no  joke  to  us.  [Renewed  laughter.]  Now 
it  was  very  natural  that  those  who  administered  the  government 
and  were  in  Washington,  and  did  not  know  what  was  going  on  in 
the  army,  that,  on  occasions,  they  should  be  nervous  and  think  that 
that  army  was  not  doing  all  that  ought  to  be  done  to  keep  them  safe. 
I  think  if  I  had  been  in  Washington  at  that  time  I  should  very 
probably  have  been  a  tittle  nervous  myself,  and  wanted  to  have  a 
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finger  in  Ihe  pie.  And  that  did  certainly  aflfect  the  results  of  the 
armv,  and  I  think  if  we  had  had  the  freedom  that  some  of  your 
Western  armies  had  wc  would  have  accomplished  more.      [Ap- 

To  prove  that  that  army  did  its  duly,  1  simply  point  vou-to  one 
of  the  great  tests  of  an  army,  and  that  is  to  its  list  of  casualties. 
I  have  had  occasion  recently  to  see  some  of  the  returns  from  the 
office  of  tht  Adjutant -General  of  the  army,  and  1  find  that  the 
list  of  casualties,  after  all  reductions  were  made  and  digested, 
that  that  Army  of  the  Potomac  lost  168,000  men  in  killed,  wounded 
and  missing;  that  those  who  fell  on  the  field  of  hattic,  officers  and 
men,  numbered  25,000,  and  that  the  whole  number  of  officers  and 
men  who  were  killed  during  the  war,  in  all  the  armies,  was 
45,000,  so  that  60  per  cent,  of  the  casualties  of  the  whole  war  is 
given  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Gentlemen,  those  of  you  who  have  been  in  battle,  and  know 
what  it  is  to  fall  on  the  field  in  service,  you  will  know,  as  a 
gallant  friend  of  my  friend  Admiral  Porter  said,  what  it  is  to 
have  a  butcher's  hill. 

General  Meade  then  related  the  following  anecdote:  In  the 
war  with  Mexico,  at  the  battle  of  Vera  Cruz,  a  squadron  was 
present  to  assist  the  land  forces.  An  old  salt  commanded  a  ves- 
sel, and  was  very  anxious  to  have  something  to  do.  So  he 
obtained  permission  to  move  up  ai*l  shell  the  town.  Very  soon 
the  balls  began  flying  about  his  vessel.  One  passed  athwart  his 
bows,  one  fell  astern,  and  one  whistled  over  his  head,  and  the  old 
gentleman  was  soon  pacing  up  and  down  in  a  state  of  great  ex- 
citement, saying:  "Why  don't  they  hit  us?  Why  don't  they  hit 
ns?  If  we  don't  have  a  big  butcher's  bill  ,there  is  no  use  in  com- 
ing here.'"  So  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  claims  to  have  the 
largest  butcher's  bill. 

1  will  not  state  all  that  1  might  state  with  regard  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  I  repeat  what  I  said  before,  that,  in  my  judg- 
ment, it  always  did  its  duty,  and  I  will  repeal  what  I  said  last 
night,  that  it  watched  with  interest  the  operations  of  the  other 
armies,  rejoiced  in  your  successes,  and  sympathized  with  you  in 
your  sorrows.  I  am  here  to-night  as  its  representative..  I  came 
here  with  pleasure  in  order  that  I  might  meet  you  and  return  to  you 
my  thanks  for  the  compliment  you  paid  me  in  sending  for  me, 
and  in  the  name  of  that  great  army  say  to  you  that   we  rejoiced 
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in  voiir  victories;  we  are  glad  vou  are  enabled  to  meet  here,  and 
we  trust  the  day  will  come  when  the  armies  will  nil  bo  together, 
and  we  may  all  blow  and  brag  about  each  other.  [Tremendous 
cheers.] 

M  f  stc : — "  Marseilla  ise^ 

Sbven-th  Toast: — "72?  Army  of  the  Cumberland^ 

Response  by  General  H.  M.  Cist. 

Mr.  Chairman; — Ten  years  ago,  the  present  month,  the  first 
low  mutterings  of  that  tempest  of  war  that  burst  upon  our  land 
were  heard,  the  war  that  was  to  sweep  away  the  old  order  of 
things  and  destroy  the  Government  which  our  forefathers  left  to 
us,  hallowed  by  the  eight  years  of  hardship,  struggle  and  death,  out 
of  which  it  first  saw  light.  But  will  the  republic  die?  The 
nation's  cry  of  distress  went  abroad  on  the  air.  From  the  "upland 
glade  and  glen"  pressed  forward  the  best  blood  of  the  land  to  do, 
to  suffer  and  to  die,  that  the  life  of  the  nation  might  be  spared. 
What  is  worth  living  for  is  worth  dying  for,  too;  and  casting 
aside  the  many  comforts  this  land  bestowed,  her  chosen  sons  were 
seen  leaving  their  homes,  and  all  that  was  dear  to  them,  to  do 
battle  for  'God  and  Fatherland." 

Pressing  southward,  the  regiments  of  the  North  centered  at 
rallying  points,  and  there  formed  army  organi/.ations,  each  oper- 
ating as  a  separate  command,  and  known.  i>y  a  distinctive  nainc. 
But  they  were  all  of  the  republic,  and  their  glory  and  renown  is 
the  nation's  heritage.  No  additional  lustre  can  be  added  to  any 
one  of  them  by  dimming  the  brightness  of  the  heroic  deeds  of 
any  other.  I  stand  here  to-night,  among  you  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  to  call  to  mind  that  sister  army  that  inarched  and 
fought,  side  by  side,  wilh  you.  through  lung  months  of  trial  and 
danger  and  of  glory  and  n^  victory  too — the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland. 

We  trace  our  early  days  l>ack  to  1S61  and  '62,  when  our  ban- 
ners  were  of  the  then  Army  i)f  the  Ohio.  In  the  Fall  of  the  latter 
year  we  gathered  once  more  on  the  banks  of  that  beautiful  river, 
in  whose  bright  waters  we  received  our  baptismal  name.  Meet- 
ing the  enemy  for  the  first  time,  after  that,  at  Stone  river,  with 
five  days'  hard  fighting,  we  won  our  knightly  spurs.  Pushing 
our  foe  on  the  Tullahoma  campaign,  we  occupied  his  stronghold 
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at  that  place,  and  pressing  up  and  over  the  Cumberland  Mountain 
heights  wc  parted  companv  with  him,  to  the  sound  of  our  cannon, 
across  the  bro;id  waters  of  the  Tennessee.  From  that  point  com- 
menced what  is  known  in  the  history  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland as  the  Chickamauga  campaign,  having  for  its  objective 
the  possession  of  the  rebel  stronghold  of  Chattanooga.  The 
contfsl  for  the  prize  was  had  on  the  hanks  of  the  River  of  Death. 
All  through  those  bright,  golden  hours  of  September  19  and  20, 
Death  was  busy  on  his  chosen  grounds.  September  Jistsaw  our 
army  intact  within  the  works  of  Chattanooga,  which  we  held. 
At  this  point  your  army  joined  us.  Then  came  Mission  Ridge 
and  "the  battle  above  the  clouds."  From  that  time  and  on  through 
the  Summer  campaign  of  1S64,  until  "Atlanta  is  ours,  and  fairly 
won,"  the  record  of  one  army  can  not  be  written  without  that  of 
the  other.  Then  came  the  crowning  glories  of  Frankhn  and 
Nashville;  and,  after  a  campaign  that  left  no  enemy  in  our  front, 
the  days  of  the  Armv  of  the  Cumberland  became  numbered,  and 
peace  crowning  with  success  the  efforts  of  the  sons  of  the  repub- 
lic, the  nation's  life  was  saved. 

Each  army  organization  bears  the  impress  of  the  leading  char- 
acteristics of  its  commanders.  The  early  days  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland  were  brightened  bv  the  presence  of  a  leader,  to 
whose  untiring  energy  and  faithfulness  of  purpose  in  disciplining 
his  troops,  is  due  much  of  the  success  that  army  subsequently- 
achieved,  and  the  lessons  he  instilled  went  with  the  troops  to  the 
end.  This  nation  owes  a  debt  of  gratification  to  Don  Carlos  Buell 
that  it  has  not  repaid  and  never  can  repay. 

The  brightest  page  that  history  will  preserve  for  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland  will  be  that  recording  the  campaigns  of  Middle 
Tennessee — Stone  River,  Tallahoma  and  Chickamauga — and,  when 
time  shall  have  passed  from  the  present  to  the  future,  the  truthful 
pen  of  history  will  write  of  none,  ancient  or  modern,  surpassing 
these  in  displaying  brilliant  military  genius,  indomitable  will  and 
far-seeing  sagacity.  Time  will  garland  with  the  fame  of  these 
campaigns  the  name  of  William  S.  Rosecrans. 

Deeply  impressed  upon  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  were  the 
characteristics  of  its  last  commander.  His  strong,  marked  traits 
of  character  were  felt  throughout  the  entire  command.  The 
unbounded  confidence  he  had  in  his  troops,  drew  from  them  the 
same  to  him.     He  who  at  times  was  cautious  of  his  movements. 
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yet  when  he  diH  move,  always  moved  in  advance  and  who  always 
knew  where  he  was  going,  and  after  he  reached  the  objective 
point  nuvcr  knew  what  it  was  to  return  over  the  same  road  he  had 
advanced  upon.  He  never  planned  retreat.  Well  was  he  named 
the  "Rock  of  Chickamauga." 

The  name  and  fame  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  of 
George  H.  Thomas  are  one.  He  needs  no  monumental  pile  nor 
graven  tablets  to  preserve  his  memory.  He  is  enshrined,  where 
that  simple,  great  man  would  love  best  to  be,  in  the  hearts  of  his 
soldiers.  He  was  more  than  their  military  leader.  The  name  his 
troops  lo\ed  to  call  him,  "Pap  Thomas,"  tells  the  whole  story. 

The  Army  of  the  Cumberland  is  of  the  past.  Its  deeds  are 
written  and  its  acts  are  done.  About  the  land,  pursuing  the  varied 
occupations  of  peace,  are  scattered  the  mighty  host  that  mar- 
shaled under  its  banners.  In  governmental  halls  repose  those 
banners,  covered  with  honors.  Long  may  they  rest  there  undis- 
turbed, passing  from  our  children  down  through  generations  yet 
unborn,  telling  of  knightly  deeds,  of  noble  daring  in  the  cause 
they  helped  to  win.  But  should  the  battle-cry  of  the  Republic 
sound  again,  once  more  will  these  banners  be  unfurled,  and  to  the 
music  as  of  yore  a  mighty  host  will  rise,  and  the  old  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  as  in  days  that  are  gone,  will  press  forward  where 
duty  calls. 

Music: — "Slar  Spangled  Banner." 

Eighth  Toast: — "  T/ie  Army  of  ilie  OAio." 

Response  by  General  J.  D.  Cox. 

Mr.  Chairman: — The  kind  remembrance  which  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee  shows  to  all  the  army  organizations  must  be  grate- 
ful to  them,  but  I  think  there  is  something  which  is,  perhaps,  more 
touching  to  those  who  have  been  with  you  in  more  than  ordinarily 
intimate  associations.  We  are  brothers  all.  but  those  who  marched 
together  to  Atlanta,  I  think,  arc  brothers  in  a  more  intimate  sense 
than  any  others,     [Applause.] 

Wherever  a  soldier  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  lives  to-day,  he 
will  naturally  think,  sir,  of  the  morning  when  first  he  saw  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  in  the  defile  of  Snake  Creek  Gap.  Wo 
had  not  seen  you  before.  Wc  had  heard  good  things  of  you.  We 
were  not  snre  whether  vou  would  think  well  of  us  or  not,  but  wc 
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knew  that  we  had  met  those  concerning  whom  fame  had  told  us 
Buch  things  that  our  only  hope  and  pride  was  in  being  worthy  of 
your  association.     [Applause.] 

There  was  united  for  the  first  time  Sherman's  army  as  we  know 
it.  Our  Generals  may  have  claimed  other  armies  before  and  since. 
but  I  think  we  shall  dispute  with  any  of  them  the  claim  to  that 
title.  Of  the  three  chief  officers  who  were  in  consultation  with 
our  General  that  morning,  only  one  is  living — the  commander  of 
the  Army  of  the  Ohio— that  firm,  that  wise,  that  brave,  that  trust- 
worthy soldier  and  officer,  General  Schofield.     [Cheers.] 

It  would  undoubtedly  have  been  a  great  delight  to  him  to  have 
been  here  this  evening,  to  have  spoken,  as  he  alone  has  the 
right  to  speak,  for  that  little  organization  compared  with  yours,  of 
which  both  he  and  we,  however,  were  somewhat  proud,  and  if  he 
were  here,  I  think  his  thoughts  would  go  back,  as  mine  have,  to 
that  morning  when  we  made  our  union,  and  no  doubt  what  he 
might  sav  would  necessarily  have  something  of  a  tinge  of  sadness, 
as  he  remembered  that  McPherson  went  so  early,  and  that  for 
Thomas  it  was  not  left  that  he  should  pass,  as  we  hoped  he  would, 
the  declining  years  of  a  long  life  witnessing  the  glory  of  the 
country  he  had  done  so  much  to  save.     [Applause.] 

But  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  when  they  know  that 
you  have  remembered  them,  will  think  also  of  the  pleasure  and 
pride  with  which  they  saw  the  smoke  of  your  guns  and  the  explo- 
sion of  your  shells  at  Keiipsaw.  They  remember,  too,  that 
parting  for  a  little  to  meet  again  at  the  crossing  of  the  Chatta- 
hoochee. Some  of  us  will  remember  perhaps,  with  still  more 
interest  and  for  a  longer  time,  that  day  when  McPherson  fell,  and 
when  it  was  the  privilege  of  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  to  be 
so  mingled  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  that  he  scarce 
knew  which  was  which. 

But  we  remember  also  that  we  were  separated  from  you  for  a 
time,  and  that,  when  coming  up  from  the  sea  we  met  again  at 
Goldsboro,  the  sight  of  your  "bummers"  was  an  interesting  one  to 
us  if  it  was  not  altogether  military.     [Laughter.] 

Our  little  army  in  some  respects  may  be  said  to  have  had  more 
varied  fortunes  than  some  of  the  otheis  that  had  to  co-operate  at 
times  with  the  armies  of  the  East  as  well  as  with  those  of  the 
West,  and  we  had  the  happiness  in  that  same  march  from  the  sea, 
to  which  I  have  referred,  to  unite  with  us  and  to  make  part  of  our 
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Western  brolherhood  at  that  time,  the  gallant  old  corps  of  the 
10th,  whose  commander,  fresh  from  the  laurels  he  won  at  Fisher, 
then  united  with  us  and  made  also  a  part  of  the  grand  army  under 
Sherman.     [Applause.] 

He  is  here  to-night  to  speak  for  himself,  and  1  hope  hefore  you 
let  him  go  you  will  make  him  tell  you,  as  he  has  told  me  at  the 
table,  how  it  was  that  t*o  "hummers"  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee attempted  to  take  him  in,  in  a  way  that  was  interesting, 
whether  or  not  they  intended  it  to  be  agreeable.     [Laughter.] 

These  remembrances,  grave  and  gay,  pleasant  and  serious,  all  of 
them  full  of  history  and  the  pith  of  history,  will  come  trooping 
up  to  the  mind  of  every  soldier  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
wherever  he  may  be.  It  will  be  an  electric  thrill,  and  as  they  see 
in  the  press  that  you  have  toasted  them  they  will  respond,  and  for 
them  I  respond  with  all  my  heart,  as  they  would  respond  with  all 
theirs — "God  bless  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee."     [Applause.] 

Music: — "II  Ligretto" 

Ninth  Toast:— "7»c  Army  of  the  Mississippi:' 

Response  by  General  John  Pope. 

Comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee: — Another  year 
has  passed  away,  and  we  are  again  assembled  to  greet  each  other. 
By  those  among  you  who  have  returned  to  the  pursuits  of  civil 
life  these  meetings  are  looked  forward  to  as  occasions  of  unalloyed 
enjoyment,  giving  the  opportunity  to  renew  the  memories  of  the 
past  and  to  bind  anew  the  tics  of  friendship  cemented  already  by 
so  much  glory  and  so  much  grief. 

To  you  they  are  occasions,  no  doubt,  full  of  interest,  renewing 
at  once  the  association  with  the  living,  and  recalling  again  the 
remembrance  of  those  who  have  passed  from  among  us.  But  to 
us  who  still  remain  in  the  army,  these  reunions  have  a  deeper 
significance  and  a  profounder  interest. 

As  the  years  go  by  we  find  ourselves  thrust  further  and  further 
on  to  the  wild  frontiers,  more  and  more  separated  from  those  who 
have  returned  to  the  civil  life,  and  more  and  more  withdrawn  from 
the  life  and  the  business  of  the  nation.  Already  we  begin  to  feel 
that  depressing  isolation  which  attends  the  life  of  a  small  body  of 
men  apart  from  the  rest  of  the  people  and  aside  from  the  daily 
interests  of  their  pursuits. 
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Already  we  begin  to  realize  that  we  are  rapidly  being  forced 
into  the  position  wc  occupied  before  the  war — objects  of  suspicion 
and  dislike  to  some,  of  indifference  to  others.  The  outlook  to 
those  of  us  in  the  aimv  is  dreary  enough,  and  we  cling  to  you  and 
the  associations  connected  with  you  with  a  painful  anxiety  which 
you  can  litlle  appreciate. 

The  time  is  fast  coming  when  the  vivfd  impressions  of  the  war 
will  have  faded  away,  when  that  earnest  interest  in  the  career  of 
the  army  which  was  felt  during  the  war  will  be  felt  no  longer, 
when  the  warm  welcome  extended  to  every  soldier  in  the  Union 
army  by  every  citizen  of  the  country  will  await  him  no  longer, 
and  when  to  be  in  the  army  at  all  will  no  longer  be  a  title  to  the 
respect  and  regard  of  the  people. 

As  we  of  the  regular  army  find  all  these  most  valued  associa- 
tions and  sympathies  of  life  slipping  away  from  us,  we  watch  and 
wait  for  these  occasions  of  reunion  with  increasing  anxiety. 

The  fear  that  the  members  of  our  association  mav  share  the 
public  and  natural  decline  of  interest  in  past  associations  and 
feelings,  and  may  grow  indifferent  to  or  careless  of  the  opportu- 
nity afforded  by  these  annual  reunions,  is  present  with  us  always, 
and  we  look  forward  to  them  with  mixed  feelings  of  hope  and 
apprehension. 

Thank  God  the  old  Army  of  the  Tennessee  remains  true  to  its 
history  and  faithful  to  its  records  and  its  feelings  in  the  past. 

The  assemblage  of  its  members  to-night  shows  no  decrease  of 
numbers,  no  falling  off  in  warmth  and  interest.  While  to  you  in 
civil  life  this  is,  perhaps,  only  a  matter  of  satisfaction,  to  us  it  is  a 
subject  of  profoundest  gratitude.  It  is  not  difficult  to  understand 
why,  to  those  concerned,  these  army  reunions  have  a  value  and  an 
interest  not  generally  accorded  to  them.  I  know  that  objections 
are  made  by  some  on  the  ground  that  these  meetings,  by  recalling 
and  keeping  fresh  the  memories  of  the  war,  and  by  what  seems 
to  be  organized  exultation  over  those  who  have  lost  the  battle, 
tend  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  events  which  to  them  it 
seems  best  to  forget,  and  to  keep  alive  feelings  of  bitterness  and 
dislike  between  different  sections  of  the  country. 

Particularly  and  naturally  arc  these  objections  weighty  with 
those  whose  banner  went  down  in  the  fight,  but  it  will  be  an  ill 
day  to  this  Government  when  it  begins  to  look  coldly  upon  or  to 
discourage  the  pride  and  the  self-satisfaction  of  those  of  its  citizens 
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who  have  periled  their  lives  that  the  countiy  might  live,  and  who 
clung  in  affection  to  their  comrades  in  the  battle — their  rivals  and 
competitors  for  the  wreath  of  patriotism. 

For  a  government  to  intimate  to  its  citizens  that  they  should  not 
reunite  to  congratulate  each  other  on  the  result  of  their  deeds  of 
heroism  in  defense  of  their  country,  lest  some  one,  wiser  perhaps 
in  worldly  knowledge  and  certainly  less  devoted  to  his  country, 
should  be  offended,  is  simply  to  pronounce  its  own  doom.  The 
day  which  finds  it  no  longer  politic  or  acceptable  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  a  man  to  pride  himself  upon  having  been  a  soldier  in  the 
Union  army  and  to  exult  in  the  cause  for  which  he  fought,  or 
when  the  Government  fails  to  recognize  such  services  as  of  the 
highest  honor,  or  ceases  to  encourage  its  remembrance,  will  be  an 
evil  day  in  the  history  of  this  people  and  the  stability  of  this  Gov- 
cmnient. 

Whilst  we  may  reasonably  and  naturally  hold,  and  do  hold, 
widely  different  opinions  of  the  policy  which  vhould  be  pursued 
in  dealing  with  the  questions  which  confront  us  since  the  war 
closed,  on  one  thing  we  are  all  united,  a  high  and  honorable  pride 
that  we  were  soldiers  in  the  Union  army  and  fought  bravely  in 
defense  of  our  Government  and  our  country.  I  say.  then,  that  the 
true  interest  of  the  country,  in  a  patriotic  view,  is  promoted  by 
these   reunions  of  its  soldiers  who  have  fought  in  its  defense. 

The  men  who  stood  side  by  side  in  the  war  can  never  be  arrayed 
against  each  other  in  arms,  nor  can  political  bitterness  and  strife 
ever  weaken  the  ties  that  bind  them  together.  In  this  fact  alone 
will  be  found  a  most  powerful  protection  against  the  civil  dissen- 
sion and  tumult  which  were  predicted  for  us,  and  have  marked 
the  history  of  other  countries.  I  speak  earnestly  for  these 
reunions,  much,  I  confess,  from  the  personal  feeling  which  I  first 
expressed,  but  also,  I  trust,  because  I  believe  it  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  country  that  they  should  be  encouraged  and  fostered. 
Whilst,  however,  the  people  have  been  prompt  to  bestow  upon 
the  army  their  attributes  of  admiration  and  regard,  and  whilst  the 
army  has  not  been  slow  to  vaunt  itself  {and  justly,  too,)  upon  its 
valiant  deeds,  we  seem  not  to  have  been  equally  prompt  to  accord 
to  the  loyal  citizens  the  tribute  of  gratitude  which  they  so  well 
deserve,  but  which  they  have  never  claimed.  Yet  without  their 
aid  and  sympathy  all  our  efforts  would  have  been  in  vain. 

Let  us  remember  those  who  were  unable  to  take  the  field,  the 


i.y  Google 


502  'proceedings  of  the  Society 

old  men  and  the  young,  the  women  and  the  children,  the  fathers, 
mothers,  wives  and  daughters,  who  watched  our  every  movement 
with  eager  solicitude,  who  gloried  in  our  successes  and  mourned 
over  our  disasters,  who  marshaled  to  the  field  the  hosts  which 
enabled  us  to  triumph  in  the  fight,  and  supplied  us  with  all 
the  ingenuity  man  could  devise,  who  followed  the  armies  to  the 
field  and  ministered  to  the  sick  and  wounded,  who  stood  by  the 
hedside  of  the  dying  soldier  and  soothed  his  last  hours,  who  wept 
over  his  grave  and  cared  for  his  bereaved  wife  and  children,  and 
who  have  founded  homes  for  those  whom  the  casualties  of  war 
have  rendered  forever  incompetent  to  perform  the  duties  of  life. 
Surelv  it  is  well  and  but  just  for  iis  to  remember  these  things  in 
our  annual  reunions,  and  to  feel  an  honorable  pride  in  the  fact  that 
all  of  us  alike,  the  citizen  and  the  soldier,  each  in  his  proper  sphere 
has  done  his  duty  to  his  country'  with  zeal,  with  intelligence  and 
with  fidelity. 

It  is  no  doubt  apparent  to  you,  comrades,  that  in  these  remarks 
I  have  wandered  far  from  the  toast  to  which  I  was  expected  to 
reply,  but  I  am  sure  you  will  pardon  me  for  having  preferred  to  ■ 
express  to  you  the  feelings  of  my  heart  rather  than  to  utter  the 
formal,  and  in  general,  meaningless  phrases  which  are  considered 
an  appropriate  reply  to  a  toast.  The  old  Army  of  the  Mississippi 
needs  no  eulogy  from  me.  Its  deeds  speak  for  it  with  louder  tone 
and  more  pathetic  eloquence  than  man  can  command,  and  although 
the  members  of  that  old  army  were  absorbed  in  other  organiza- 
tions, mainly  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  bore  an  honorable 
and  distinguished  part  in  the  greater  events  which  succeeded,  vet 
I  may  safely  say  that  they  have  not  forgotten  their  earlier  exploits, 
nor  the  warm  attachment  and  entire  harmony  which  were  the 
distinguishing  characteristics. 

It  would  be  vain  for  me  to  attempt  to  express  the  pride  and 
gratification  with  which  I  recall  the  glorious  recollections  of  that 
old  and  early  organization  and  my  own  connection  with  it.  There 
are  many  here  within  sound  of  my  voice  who  appreciate  and 
understand  my  feelings  on  the  subject  without  the  need  of  words, 
and  who  equally  with  myself  glory  in  recalling  the  history  of  the 
Army  of  the  Mississippi. 

Music: — ^'  Tramp,  tramp." 
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Tknth  Toast: — "The  noble  women  wlio  aided  and  inspired  us." 
Response  by  Colonel  John  Mason  Loomis. 

The  noble  women  who  aided  and  inspired  us,  comrades,  who 
are  they?  From  the  foam-maiked  line  of  the  Atlantic  to  the 
placid  sunlit  shores  of  the  Pacific;  from  the  regions  lighted  by 
the  pallor  of  the  painted  aurora,  to  where  the  yellow  Southern 
sunlight  glistened  from  a  million  pointed  line  of  steel — in  all  this 
broad  area  of  hill  and  dale,  and  lake  and  river,  lii;ed,  loved  and 
acted  this  heroic  band  of  women,  giving,  from  the  least  to  the 
greatest,  all  they  had  to  sustain  and  keep  our  hearts  steady  to  a 
purpose  great  with  the  fruition  of  woman's  sublimest  hope — peace 
and  home. 

Who  of  alt  you  shall  have  power,  my  cherished  and  brave  com- 
rades, to  paint  their  heroic  devotion  in  colors  such  as  they 
deserve,  such  as  will  call  the  mantling  blood  to  your  vein's  with  a 
thrill  of  true  and  loyal  enthusiasm,  least  of  you  all,  myself,  upon 
whom  this  superlative  duty  has  fallen?  Knowing  my  want  of 
'  power,  still  I  feel  and  say  that,  as  my  soldier's  heart  is  true,  if  I 
thought  there  was  within  my  veins  one  drop  of  blood  disloyal  to 
the  sentiment,  as  I  think  I  am  a  soldier,  I  would  here  let  it  out 
and  spurn  it  with  my  heel.  To  tell  the  story  of  such  devotion, 
heroism  and  clear  conception  of  the  appalling  facts  forced  upon 
our  people  ;  of  the  spirit  and  readiness  to  meet  the  event;  of  the 
unsaid  will,  all-powerful  and  conquering  all  obstacles,  to  the  gr^nd 
results  achieved  by  our  upheld  arms  and  hearts  in  the  field,  would 
be  to  place  upon  the  page  of  undying  history  a  more  brilliant 
record  than  has  yet  been  done-  Yet,  each  heart-beat  of  us  all 
sounds  a  grand  assembly  of  these  acknowledged  facts,  which  1 
would  of  all  earthly  glories  deem  the  best,  if  I  had  power  to  give 
to  you  in  fitting  words.  Ah,  who  forgets  how  the  long  roll  of 
Sumter's  guns  thrilled  the  patriotic  nerve  of  those  who  love  us 
best;  how  one  hot  and  hushed  July  day — we  called  it  Bull  Run — 
the  color  faded  from  millions  of  cheeks,  and  how  millions  of  silent 
lips  spoke  in  an  aggregate  of  eloquence,  of  agony  and  resolvCj 
that  sent  us,  "Father  Abraham,  300,000  more,"  filling  up  the  gaps 
and  raising  the  prostrate  banner  of  loved  home;  counting  no  cost 
too  much,  no  price  too  bitter,  for  the  resurrection  of  the  glorious, 
never- to-be-obscured  day,  the  new  dawn  of  an  eternal  freedom. 
Comrades,  these  are  they  you  order  me  to  eulogize.     Individual 
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names  and  deeds  I  could  speak  that  would  call  you  to  your  feet 
with  a  tightnhig  flaiih  of  dear  remembrance,  hut  in  the  face  of  the 
grand,  nameless,  countless  army  of  brave,  sound-hearted  women. 
our  sisters,  whose  deeds  like  the  gentle  drops  of  a  summer  shower 
have  wrought  stupendous  results,  how  can  I?  Peace  to  all  their 
unknown  sorrows.  Joy  and  glorv  to  all  their  hopes  and  aspira- 
tions. The  God  of  battles  and  of  love,  of  home  and  peace,  guard 
ye  the  devoted,  faithful,  loving  band  until  ye  shall  witness  the  full 
fruition  of  all  your  hopes,  until  the  flnal,  glorious  day  when  we, 
your  brothers,  shall  pass  in  review  before  the  God  of  battles,  when, 
as  vou  oiight,  you  will  outrank  us.  And  .here  I  say,  God  grant  it 
and  adieu. 

Uvsic:—"T/ie  Girl  I  Left  Behind  Me." 

Eleventh  Toast: — "Oar  dead,  uol  dead  but  gone  before" 

Response  by  General  Wager  Swayne. 

Our  dead  are  the  true  cost  of  the  war.  Silver  and  gold  still 
multiply,  and  art  and  science  grow.  The  nation  has  new  life  in 
all  its  channels,  and  "Free  and  Equal"  lives  forever  on  the  flag 
where  all  the  world  may  read.     Only  the  dead  are  dead. 

Sometimes,  perchance,  a  wistful  thought  has  gone  in  search  of 
them,  as  those  who  were  permitted  in  one  hour  to  sum  up  and 
discharge  all  that  remained  for  them  of  trial  or  distress,  till  one 
has  realized  why,  from  old  time,  it  has  been  said  that  it  was  sweet 
as  welt  as  glorious  to  die  in  arms  for  country. 

Still  they  are  dead — hopelessly  dead  to  the  mother  and  wife, 
mournfully  dead  to  the  wayward  bov,  bitterly  dead  to  the  hour  of 
want  and  need  of  a  strong  hand.  dead,  too,  to  our  love — and  yet 
they  live,  as  they  whose  works  do  follow  them. 

Innumerable  colored  children  south  of  us  are  learning  busily 
the  shape  and  structure  of  the  world,  learning  to  read  God's 
word,  to  love  their  country  and  to  live  like  men.  Many  a  time 
have  I  been  among  them  and  remembered  that  our  dead  are 
teachers  in  those  schools.  So.  too,  it  had  been  thought  a  prettv 
speech  that  Liberty  and  Union  were  inseparable  and  were  one, 
and  it  was  whistled  down  the  wind  until  death  followed  the 
denial  and  men  read  the  oracle  in  blood.  Then  thev  believed  it 
true,  and  all  we  have  of  life  that  is  worth  having  rests  on  that 
belief.     Let  no  man  doubt  the  evils  of  to-day:  they  are  the  mill 
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of  the  gods'  slow  grinding,  and  our  dead  shall  live  to  spread  the 
blessings  of  that  truth  through  all  the  world  we  live  in.  We  count 
them  dead,  and  reckon  up  our  loss:  God  simply  seems  to  make 
them  of  more  use. 

They  hve,  too,  in  our  memories.  McPherson's  smile,  and 
Rawlins'  kindly  word,  the  grand  old  worth  of  Thomas  (for  all 
the  dead  are  ours),  our  own  lost,  precious  friends,  how  very  near 
they  seem  to  us  this  minute!  The  veij  air  is  full  of  them!  God 
grant  snch  look  upon  us  now  from  everlasting  life. 

Music: — "Dirge^ 

Twelfth  Toast: — "Let  us  have  /leace." 

Response  by  General  W,  Q.  Gresham. 

Mr.  President: — The  hardships  and  sufferings  of  our  soldiers, 
for  the  four  long  years  of  bloody  war,  will  have  been  in  vain  if 
we  shall  fail  to  establish  peace  and  concord  between  the  difTerent 
sections  of  our  wide-spread  country.  We  fought  not  for  the  vain 
purpose  of  displaying  our  prowess  in  the  field,  nor  to  gratify  feel- 
ings of  sectional  hatred  or  resentment,  but  to  maintain  inviolate 
the  bonds  of  our  Union  and  free  institutions.  Our  enemies,  alike 
with  ourselves,  were  the  descendants  of  the  same  common  stock 
— our  countrymen,  many  of  them  our  kindred,  inheriting  the  same 
traditions,  and  owing  allegiance  to  the  same  constitution  and  laws. 
The  conflict  of  arms  being  ended,  and  the  palm  of  victory  being 
ours,  it  is  our  first  duty,  as  brave  and  magnanimous  soldiers,  to 
make  our  late  enemies  feel,  by  the  liberality  of  our  sentiments  and 
the  frankness  of  our  conduct,  that  their  return  to  their  allegiance 
involves  neither  dishonor  nor  humiliation^  that  the  passions 
engendered  by  the  conflict  have  been  banished  from  our  breasts, 
and  that  hereafter  we  will  regard  as  common  enemies  those  who 
attempt  to  fan  the  flames  of  sectional  strife. 

We  should  remember  that  the  seeds  of  the  revolutionary 
struggle  in  which  our  late  opponents  engaged,  were  inherent  in 
our  situation,  and  were  implanted  in  the  very  Constitution  itself. 
From  the  foundation  of  the  Government  it  was  apparent  that  the 
great  clement  of  discord  in  our  system  was  the  institution  of 
slavery.  Our  fathers,  wisely  or  unwisely,  postponed  its  settlement, 
and  when  the  crisis  came,  it  found  the  only  solution  possible  con- 
sistent with  the  nature  of  things.  All  history  attests  that  great 
and  revolutionary  changes  in  political  organizations  can  rarely  be 
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settled  except  by  the  arbitriimcnt  of  arms.  Bui  when  the  struggle 
is  over,  when  the  flame  of  battle  has  ceased,  and  the  cloud  of  war 
has  drifted  away,  "let  us  have  peace" — peace  in  deed  as  well  as  in 
name.  To  that  end  let  us  deal  frankly  with  our  late  enemies,  and 
also  with  ourselves.  They  must  recognize  the  fact  that  in  sur- 
rendering to  the  Government  they  fought  so  long  and  so  stub- 
bornly to  destroy,  they  utterly  and  forever  abandoned  and 
renounced  the  heresy  that  a  State  may  nullify  the  Federal  laws, 
and  the  equally  pernicious  doctrine  that  the  national  Government 
has  no  power  under  the  Constitution  to  perpetuate  its  own  exist- 
ence by  force. 

These  questions  were  submitted  by  our  enemies  to  a  tribunal  of 
their  own  selection,  and  the  decision  was  irreversably  against 
them;  and  now  their  safety,  no  less  than  our  own,  compels  us  to 
demand  that  that  decision  shall  be  respected,  and  that  in  the  future 
they  shall  be  obedient  to  the  national  will  and  submit  to  the 
authority  of  the  laws.  And  let  us,  the  victors,  give  the  whole 
world  an  example  of  moderation,  by  declaring  that  we  are  in  favor 
of  perfect  amnesty  to  all.  thereby  proving  that  we  arc  alike  equal 
to  the  demands  of  war  and  peace.  Let  the  people  of  the  South 
have  no  excuse  for  saying  that  they  have  martyrs  in  their  midst, 
for  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  are  stronger  to-day  disfranchised 
than  they  would  be  enfranchised.  Let  it  not  hereafter  be  written 
of  the  soldiers  of  the  Union,  and  especially  of  the  glorious  old 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  that  they  knew  how  to  meet  the  enemy 
in  the  field,  but  were  not  able  to  be  magnanimous  to  a  fallen  foe. 

Our  renowned  chief,  the  great  soldier  of  modern  times,  when 
called  by  a  grateful  people  to  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  the  Union, 
which  he  and  his  officers  and  soldiers  so  gallantly  defended,  then 
and  still  the  central  figure  of  all  the  land,  in  giving  utterance  to 
the  first  yearnings  of  his  heart,  said  "Let  us  have  peace,"  the  wise 
and  pacific  sentiment  was  at  once  echoed  and  re-echoed  from 
millions  of  patriotic  hearts,  and  still  the  re-echo  is  sounding 
throughout  the  country — "let  us  have  peace." 

Called  from  our  various  peaceful  avocations,  ail  unused  to 
"pomp  and  circumstance  of  war,"  under  the  guiding  hands  of  our 
great  leaders  we  were  soon  marshaled  into  an  army  as  grand  and 
noble  as  any  in  history,  and  after  a  struggle  almost  unexampled 
in  its  proportions,  fighting  against  an  enemy  as  brave  and  deter- 
mined as  itself,  it  eventually  triumphed,  and  flushed  with  victorv 
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and  still  cherishing  a  just  pride  in  its  history,  at  the  end  it  cheer- 
fully suhmittcil  to  the  order  for  its  dissolution,  each  soldier  quietly 
taking  his  place  among  his  fellow-citizens,  and  losing  himself  in  < 
the  busy  hum  of  industry.  And  thus  vanished  the  great  army  of 
citizen  soldiers,  to  the  disappointment  and  chagrin  of  the  enemies 
of  repuhlican  government  in  this  and  other  lands.  Who  will  say, 
after  all  this,  that  the  future  is  not  full  of  hope,  and  that  the  peo- 
ple are  not  fit  for  self-government? 
Mlsic: — "  Vive  VAm 


Thirteenth  Toast:— "TXp  Press," 
Response  by  Mr.  F.  Hassai'kek. 

I  do  not  know  whether  it  would  be  quite  appropriate  to-night 
to  repeat  the  favorite  quotation,  "the  pen  is  mightier  than  the 
sword."  But  certainly  our  gallant  soldiers  in  the  field  were  to 
some  extent  indebted  to  the  pen  at  home,  which  animated  and 
encouraged  the  people  to  persevere  in  the  great  struggle  for  our 
existence  as  a  nation,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  war  could  certainly 
find  no  fault  with  the  pen  for  carrying  the  news  of  their  own 
heroic  exploits  and  achievements  into  the  remotest  hamlet  of  the 

But  the  pen,  too,  is  indebted  to  the  sword,  because  the  thrilling 
events  of  the  war  developed  the  enterprise  of  the  American  press 
to  a  degree  of  perfection  which  it  had  never  attained  before.  In 
this  respect  the  press  of  this  country  has  during  and  since  the  war, 
surpassed  the  press  of  any  other  country,  with  the  only  exception, 
perhaps,  of  the  London  papers,  and  even  these  stand  no  longer 
unrivaled  as  to  journalistic  enterprise. 

When  I  visited  the  continent  of  Europe  last  Summer  I  amazed 
editors  and  readers  there  by  telling  them  what  unheard  of  quan- 
tities of  reading  matter  had  daily  and  nightly  been  transmitted  to 
the  American  papers  by  telegraph,  and  what  a  numerous  corps  of 
army  reporters  the  leading  dailies  maintained.  When  I  saw  their 
surprise  and  astonishment  I  could  not  refrain  from  a  tittle  joke. 
I  totd  them  that  our  papers  not  only  gave  accurate  descriptions  of 
battles  before  they  had  been  fought,  but  that  they  also  gave  glow- 
ing and  thrilling  accounts  of  battles  that  had  never  been  fought. 

But  it  is  not  only  to  the  quickness  and  fullness  with  which 
news  is  disseminated  by  our  papers,  it  is  also  as  to  its  tone  that  the 
press    has   greatly    improved    since    the    war.     The    days   of  the 
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Eatanswill  Gazeite  and  Imdepttident,  so  well  described  in  Pick- 
wick, are  passing  away.  The  age  of  the  Jefferson  Bricks  is  fast 
disappearing  in  the  dimness  of  the  past.  They  still  haunt  some 
of  the  rural  papers,  but  on  the  whole  thcv  are  falling  back  like 
buffaloes  before  the  advance  of  civilization. 

And,  if  I  am  allowed  to  mention  another  great  improvement,  I 
must  refer  to  the  growing  spirit  of  independence  in  the  press  tiX 
our  country.  The  mere  "organs"  which  have  to  do  the  bidding  oi 
parties  and  swear  by  the  decision  of  its  caucuses  and  the  nomina- 
tions of  its  conventions,  in  other  words  the  organs  that  must  "go 
it  blind"  whether  thev  "like  it  or  lump  it,"  are  growing  encourag- 
ingly less  evcrv  rear.  Thev  are  following  in  the  wake  of  the 
Jefferson  Bricks,  without  whom  the  regular  party  organ  would  be 
incomplete. 

In  one  respect,  however,  the  gentlemen  of  the  pen  are  at  a 
disadvantage  when  compared  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  sword. 
That  lack  that  pleasant  esprit  de  corps  which  binds  soldiers 
together  and  make  such  reunions  as  the  one  to-night,  not  only 
pleasant  and  desirable,  but  such  as  can  be  treasured  up  among  the 
bright  reminiscences  of  the  past.  The  gentlemen  of  the  sword 
will  fight  the  enemy.  The  gentlemen  of  the  pen  are  doing  a  great 
deal  of  the  fighting  among  themselves. 

But  I  will  not  pursue  the  line  of  comparison.  The  press  had 
manv  a  sad  dutv  to  perform  in  those  bloodv  davs  that  tried  men's 
souls.  It  had  to  carry  many  a  heart-rending  and  sickening  item  of 
news  into  houses  that  had  become  desolate  by  the  war.  It  had  to 
record  the  blighting  of  so  manv  a  hope  and  the  cruel  termination 
of  so  many  a  noble  life  around  which  women  and  children  used 
to  twine  like  the  ivy  around  the  oak.  It  opened  the  bitter  fountain 
of  tears  which  it  could  not  drv.  For  this  crusi  task  which  it  had 
to  perform  there  is  but  one  partial  compensation.  It  could  herald, 
circulate  and  perpetuate  vour  noble  and  heroic  achievements.  It 
had  the  proud  task  of  being  first  to  announce  the  record  you  have 
made  for  immortaUty. 

Mlsic: — "Hail  Columbia'' 

FotHTEEXTH  To.AST: — ~- An  Upright  judiciary — the  safeguard 
of  a  eoiinlry." 

Response  by  Hon.  A.  T.xft. 

Mr.  President: — Coming,  as  I  do,  from  the  quiet  duties  of  the 
Court-bouse  and  standing,  as  I  now  do,  in  the  midst  of  this  bril- 
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Uant  assembly  of  military  gentlemen,  I  feel  the  force  of  the  maxim: 
Leges  inter  arma  silent.  Nevertheless,  I  can  not  refuse  to  obey 
your  call  and  speak  a  word  on  behalf  of  the  judiciary. 

It  is  our  happy  destiny  to  live  under  a  government  of  written 
constitutions  and  laws.  It  has  been  well  said  that  "tyrants  sign 
no  papers."  Paper  restrictions  arc  not  to  their  taste.  But  history 
has  shown  that  the  best  written  constitutions  are  waste  paper, 
without  an  upright  judiciary  to  administer  them. 

There  are  two  ways  known  to  history  in  which  our  constitution 
may  be  overthrown.  One  is  by  the  coup  tT  Etat — that  imperial 
plan  which  has  so  often  been  tried  in  France — unhappy  France 
— God  grant  it  may  never  again  be  tried  with  success.  The 
other  is  by  the  perversion  of  fundamental  law  in  the  interests  uf 
tyranny,  as  Augustus,  under  all  the  forms  of  the  Roman  Republic, 
assumed  the  powers  of  a  despot.  Our  free  republic  with  all  its 
irregularities  encourages  its  judiciary  to  stand  by  the  law  and  the 
constitution.  Place  a  man  upon  the  bench,  whether  it  be  of  a 
State  or  of  the  United  States,  whether  it  be  for  life  or  for  a  shorter 
period,  and  you  place  before  him  every  motive  dear  to  the  human 
heart — to  rise  to  the  level  of  his  position  and  discharge  impartially 
his  high  duties  toward  the  public  and  toward  every  litigant. 

The  judiciary  of  the  United  States,  both  State  and  Federal,  has 
a  conspicuous  history  in  connection  with  constitutional  liberty- 
How  many  times  have  we  looked,  and  how  many  times  have  our 
fathers  looked  to  the  courts  for  the  solution  of  dangerous  questions? 
As  one  question  after  another,  portending  danger,  has  risen  above 
the  horizon,  like  a  dark  cloud  charged  with  storm  and  thunderbolt, 
it  has  been  disanncd  of  all  its  terrors  by  a  judgment  of  the  court. 

Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  in  the  war  of  i8iz,  denied  the 
power  of  the  Federal  Executive  to  call  out  their  militia  and 
require  them  to  march  beyond  the  limits  of  those  States,  This 
dangerous  question  was  finally  presented  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  and  decided  forever. 

When  Rhode  Island,  small  as  it  is,  was  not  satisfied  with  a 
single  government,  but  in  the  strife  of  parties  had  established  t-wo, 
and  civil  war  imminent,  this  question  went  to  the  same  tribunal, 
and  all  the  electricity  was  drawn  from  that  fiery  cloud  by  a  single 
judicial  decision. 

Allow  me  to  close  by  declaring  my  undoubted  faith  in  the 
stability  of  our  institutions,  so    long  as  our  constitution  and  our 
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laws   are    interpreted  ,  by  an    upright  judiciary,  and    upheld    and 
defended  by  brave  men  v.-bo  are  civilians  in  peace  and  heroes  /« 


VOLUNTEER    TOASTS. 

This  closed  the  programme  of  regular  toasts  of  the  banquet, 
and  the  chairman  announced  that  volunteers  would  be  in  order. 
There  was  no  dispoBition  to  terminate  the  happy  experience  of 
the  evening  and  many  volunteers  were  called,  and  for  a  time  wil, 
song  and  enjoyment  abounded.  Many  short  speeches  were  made, 
among  them  the  following  by  General  A.  H.  Terry,  in  response  to 
"  The  Bummers  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.'" 

He  spoke  happily  of  the  "Bummers  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee," and  denied  the  charge  that  he  had  been  made  a  prisoner 
by  them,  which  was  greeted  with  shouts  of  laughter.  He  then 
told  the  funny  sturv  of  the  circumstances  that  led  to  the  rumors 
of  that  capture.  It  was  that  of  two  bummers  attempting,  on 
horseback,  to  capture  a  locomotive  and  car,  which  carried  the 
speaker  past  Magnolia  station,  under  the  supposition  that  said  car 
and  locomotive  bore  rebels. 

To  "Sherman's  Bummers"  Colonel  Joel  seemed  the  natural 
inheritor.  He  commenced  by  saying;  That  he  couldn't  say  any- 
thing in  their  favor,  and.  to  tell  the  truth,  he  couldn't  say  much 
against  them.  The  fact  was,  he  had  been  a  model  for  them  him- 
self, [Laughter.]  The  only  thing  thcv  couldn't  carry  off  was  a 
branch  railroad  that  wasn't  down  on  the  chart  [laughter]  that 
they  found  down  in  Georgia. 

His  sayings  were  not  easily  traced,  nor  can  they  be  described; 
suffice  to  say  they  were  Joel's. 

To  the  "Spriiipfeld  Musket"  was  the  lot  of  General  Dyer, 
loudly  called  for  and  cheeringly  received. 

He  couldn't  make  a  speech,  he  said,  but  as  the  toast  was,  "Where 
would  the  Springfield  musket  have  been  if  Dyer  had  been  dead?" 
he  thanked  God  that  Dyer  was  not  dead.  [Laughter.]  He  had 
not  participated  in  battles,  but  he  had  labored  in  turning  out  a 
thousand  Springfield  muskets  per  day,  and  he  trusted  they  had 
been  found  of  good  service. 

The  General  made  happy  hits  and  many  warm  friends. 
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"Mother  Bickerdyke,  the  faithful  friend  of  the  sick  ami 
■wounded  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee^'  was  handsomely  re- 
sponded to  by  Colonel  O.  J.  Dodds,  who  told  of  her  efficient  work 
among  the  hospitals  of  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  He  did  not  know 
whether  she  was  living  or  dead,  but  he  did  know  that  no  woman 
was  more  entitled  to  the  honor  and  respect  of  the  members  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  than  Mother  Bickerdyke. 

General  Sherman  said  Mother  Bickerdyke  was  now  keeping  an 
eating  station  at  Salina  on  the  Kansas  Pacific  Railroad,  and  kept  a 
good  one,  too.  When  he  last  saw  her,  in  Washington,  she  was  in 
trouble.  Her  property  was  about  to  be  sold  to  satisfy  a  debt.  He 
used  his  influence  with  the  railroad  authorities  to  give  her  more 
time,  and  he  supposed  they  did  it,  for  he  had  not  heard  from  her 
nince. 

To  "  The  Independent  Press."  Mr.  Halstead  responded  briefly, 
but  with  much  satisfaction. 

He  did  not  speak  at  any  great  length  about  the  press,  but 
proceeded  to  give  some  illustrations,  gleaned  from  experiences 
with  the  German  army  in  the  late  war  in  Europe,  of  the  respect 
paid  to  America  and  to  Americans  who  happened  to  be  with  that 
army.  In  conclusion,  he  compared  the  grand  German  armies  Eu 
that  of  General  Sherman,  as  he  had  seen  it  in  Washington  after 
its  march  to  and  up  from  the  sea. 

To  "TSe  Loyal  Clergy!"  The  Rev.  J.  M.  Reid  responded  very 
happily  indeed.  The  quietness  was  complete,  and  he  was  listened 
to  with  marked  attention  throughout,  and  the  many  references  he 
made  were  received  with  satisfaction  to  all. 

The  chairman  now  announced  that  it  seemed  to  him  the  banquet 
was  completed,  and  it  was  now  a  proper  time  to  adjourn.  He 
thanked  all  for  their  assistance  in  maintaining  good  order,  which 
was,  however,  only  the  voluntary  feeling  of  each  member,  and 
wished  that  each  one  present  might  be  in  attendance  at  the  next 
reunion.  Undoubtedly  this  had  been  the  most  successful  of  any, 
and  this  banquet  the  most  complete  of  any  he  had  attended.  And 
wishing  all  good  night,  I  can  only  now  pronounce  our  gathering 
adjourned. 

The  Band  played  ^'Auld  Lang  Syne"  while  the  party  dispersed, 
singing  in  chorus. 
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Graves,  W.  H,.  Colonel,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Grier,  D,  P.,  General,  Peoria,  III. 

Goodbrake,  C.  Surgeon,  Clinton,  III. 

Gladding.  C,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 

Graves,  P.,  Lieu  tenant -Colon  el,  Albion,  Mich. 

Gere.  W,  B.,  Colonel. 

Godfrey,  H.  W.,  Lieutenant,  Q^incy,  III. 

Graves,  S.  E,,  Captain,  Adrian,  Mich. 

Garber,  M.  C,  Colonel,  Madison,  Ind. 

Guthrie,  J.  W.,  Assistant  Surgeon. 
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Gray,  H.  L.,  Lieutenant. 

GrcBham,  W.  Q^.  General,  New  Albany,  Ind. 

Gooding,  E.  L.,  Captain,  Lockport,  I!l. 

Grierson,  B.  H.,  General,  U.  S.  A. 

Grant,  U.  S.,  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Grier,  B.  A,  F.,  Colonel,  Mt.  Vernon,  O. 

Gillespie,  J.  W.  A„  Captain,  Mtddletown,  Ohio. 

Hill,  E.  S..  Surgeon,  Oxford,  Ohio. 
Hunt,  T.  B.,  Colonel,  U.  S.  A. 
Heighway,  A.  E.,  Surgeon,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Henry,  C.  D..  CapUin. 
Hoover,  J.  S.,  Colonel,  Middletown,  Ohio. 
Hartshorne,  D.  W.,  Major,  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 
Henricle,  J.,  Lieutenant,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Harper,  T.  L.,  Major,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Hughes,  J.  H.,  Lieutenant,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Hill,  V.  T.,  Captain. 
Heath,  T.  T.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Hodges,  W.  R.,  Captain,  St.  Louie,  Mo. 
Harding,  Chester,  General,  SI.  Louis,  Mo- 
Hawkins.  W.  J.,  Major,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Hottzinger,  L.  M,,  St.  Louie,  Mo. 

Hequemburg.  W.  A.,  Lieutenant -Colonel,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Ilaverlej,  C,  R.,  Captain,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Hedley,  F,  Y.,  Captain,  Bunker  Hill,  HI. 
Hunt,  George,  Captain,  Paris,  III. 
How.  J.  F.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
High,  Frank,  Lieutenant,  Leavenworth.  Kan. 
Herbert,  J.  T.,  LieutenanI- Colonel,  East  Liverpool,  Ohio. 
Heath,  W.  H.,  Lieutenant- Colonel,  St,  Louis,  Mo, 
Henry,  W.  C,  Major,  Freestown.  Ohio. 
Hammond,  J.  H.,  General,  Chillicothe,  Ohio. 
Hill,  W.  H.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Hickenlooper,  A.,  General,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Hitt,  J.  W.,  Lieutenant,  Mount  Morris,  HI. 
Hitt,  J.  E.,  Captain,  Oregon,  HI. 
Holman,  J.  H.,  General,  St.  Louis,  Mo, 
Hildt,  George  H..  Lieutenant-Cotonel,  Canal  Dover,  Ohio. 
Hederick,  J.  M.,  General,  Otlumwa,  Iowa. 
Howe,  J.  H.,  Colotiel,  Kewanee,  Henry  County,  HI. 
Hopkins,  M.,  Assistant  Sui^eon. 

Hall,  John  P.,  Colonel,  Morganfield,  Union  County,  Ky. 
Hamilton,  C.  S..  General,  Milwaukee,  Wis, 
Hunt,  Wm.,  Lieutenant,  Springfield,  Ohio. 
HarU,  D,  H.,  Captain,  Chicago,  III, 
Higgins,  A.  D.,  Lieutenant. 
Hoyt,  H.  W,  B.,  Captain. 
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Hill.  J.  M..  Captain. 

UeafTord,  J.  H..  Lieutenant.  Chicago.  Ill, 

Hatch.  R.  B..  Lieutenaut-C<donel,  Chicago.  III. 

Hart.  L.  W..  Captain.  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Hitchcotk.  P.  M..  Lieutenant.  Cleveland.  Ohio. 

Hawthorn.  John.  Lieutenant. 

Henrv.  (i.  A..  Captain.  Keosauqua.  Iowa. 

Hamilton.  J.  D..  Cdplain. 

)lanke.  A,  J..  Lieutenant  Colonel.  New  Albanv,  Ind. 

Hale.  G.  W..  Adjutant.  Chicago,  HI. 

Iluribut.  S.  A..  General,  Belvidere.  III. 

llonmer.  H.  P..  Captain,  Chicago,  III. 

Hunt.  J.  S..  Surgeon.  Chicago,  111. 

Hoover.  II..  Cnptain.  Muxcaline,  Iowa. 

Ilugenin.  JameK  R.,  General.  Chicago.  III. 

Howe.  J.  H..  Colonel.  Chicago.  111. 

Hotaling.  J.  R..  Mnjor.  Rochelle,  111. 

Hunting.  C-  H..  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 

Ilamill.  W.  B..  Lieutenant.  Cedar  TalU,  Iowa. 

Hamilton.  J.  C.  Major,  Svdnev.  Ohio, 

Doge.  George  B„  Colonel.  I'.  S.  A, 

Hurry.  W.  C.  Major. 

Haien.  W.  B,.  General;  U.  S.  A. 

Hedger,  S.  W.,  Lieutenant.  Lancaster.  K_v. 

Hatchitt.  J.  n..  Surgeon,  Frankfort,  Kv. 

Hunt.  P.  B..  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Lexington.  Kv, 

Hamilton.  Schuvler.  Major -Genera  I,  New  York  City. 

Hobeon.  Colonel. 

Heath.  W.  Mc.  K.,  CapUin,  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 

Hipp.  Chas..  Major.  St.  Mans,  Ohio. 

Irwin.  B.  J.  D..  Surgeon,  f.  S.  A.  ' 

Jacobs.  W.  C.  Major.  Akron.  Ohio. 

Jcnney,  W.  L.  B,,  Major.  Chicago,  111. 

Judd.'Wm,  H.,  Captain.  Jefferson  City,  Mo. 

Johnson.  W.  A..  Captain.  Grand  Lake,  AA. 

Johnson,  E.  S.,  Major.  SpHnglield.  III. 

Joel.  E.  M.,  Lieutenant -Colonel.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

JonaH.  E..  Captain.  New  Orleans,  La. 

Janes.  H,  W.,  Captain.  U.  S.  A. 

Jones,  Theodore.  General.  Columbus.  Ohio. 

Johnston.  N..  Lieutenant, 

Johnson,  Benjamin,  Lieutenant,  Keosauqua,  Iowa. 

Jones,  H.  E.,  Lieutenant -Colonel.  Portsmouth. 

Jones.  W.  S..  Colonel,  Waverly.  Ohio. 

Kerry.  H.  E.,  Lieutenant.  Bethalta,  Madison  County,  1 

Kellogg.  C.  C  Colonel,  Princeton,  lU. 
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Klinck.  J.  G.,  Colonel.  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

King.  S.  Noble,  Lieutenant,  Btoomington.  111. 

Keppler.  C.  W.,  C»p«ain.  Newark,  Ohio. 

Kueffner.  Wm.  C.  General,  Belleville.  111. 

Kctleler,  C.  H.,  Captain,  Waterloo,  III. 

Keer,  Daniel,  Lieutenant,  Edwardsville.  Ill, 

Kinsman.  O,  D,.  Lieutenant -Col  on  el,  Clinton,  Iowa. 

Knoi.  Kilburn.  Colonel,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Keeler,  Wm.  B.,  Colonel,  MuBcaCine,  Iowa. 

Keables,  B.  F..  Major.  Pella,  Iowa. 

Kenj'on,  N.  C.  Lieu  tenant -Colonel,  ChatKworth.  III. 

Kno».  W.  A.,  Surgeon,  Chicago,  III. 

Kennard,  G.  W.,  Major,  Champaign,  111. 

Knipe,  J.  F.,  General,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

KrughoS;  Loub,  Major,  Nashville,  III. 

Kalb,  J.  C.  Surgeon.  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Kemper,  A.,  Captain,  St,  Louis.  Mo. 

Knispel,  C.  P.,  Captain,  Belleville,  III. 

Kinne.v.  T.  J.,  General,  Vermont,  III. 

Kleckner,  G,  S.,  Captain. 

Keeler.  M,  E.,  Lieutenant,  Bclviderc,  111. 

Klem,  Otto. 

Kinsloe,  A.  S..  Lieutenant.  Ottawa,  111. 

Kittoe.  E.,  Surgeon.  Galena,  III. 

Keigwin,  Jamee,  Colonel.  Jefferson,  Ind. 

Kerbji.  W,  M.,  Lieutenant.  Lancaster.  Kt. 

Keller.  L..  Captain,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Kimball,  N.,  General.  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Kennett.  H.  G..  Colonel.  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 

Landrum,  W.  J..  Colanel.  Lancaster.  Ky. 

Leggett,  M.  D..  Major- Gen  era  I,  Washington,  D.  C. 

I.Auman.  J..  Lieutenant,  Napoleon,  Ohio. 

Laird,  S.  M.,  Captain. 

Lewis,  J.  v..  Captain,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Laudeman.  O.  C.,  Captain,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Loomis,  John  Mason.  Colonel,  Chicago.  III. 

Logan,  John  A.,  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Logan.  John.  Colonel.  Carlinsville,  III, 

Llpplncott,  C.  E.,  General,  Springfield,  111, 

Lowe,  S.  A.,  Captain,  Chicago.  III. 

Logan,  Thomas.  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Carthage.  III. 

Leake,  J.  B..  Lieutenant- Colonel,  Dai-enport,  Iowa. 

Lewis,  J.  C,  CapUin,  Buchanan,  III. 

Lutz,  L,  L.,  Captain.  Chicago.  Ill, 

Leib.  H,,  General,  Springfield,  III. 

Lucas,  E.  W.,  Lieutenant- Colonel,  Iowa  City,  Iowa. 

Lacey,  M.  M,,  Major,  Richmond,  Ind. 
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Larimer.  James  R.,  Captain.  Bloomington,  III. 

Ledyard,  G.  C,  Captain.  Chicago,  III. 

Lanslrum,  C.  Captain,  Galeshurg,  111. 

Lawrence.  E.  C,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 

Loop.  C.  B.,  Major.  Belvidcre.  111. 

Lynch.  W.  F..  Colonel.  Elgin,  III. 

LaMotte.  R.  S..  Major,  U.  S.  A. 

L'Mommedieu,  Samuel,  Major,  (Surgeon),  St.  James  Hoi 

LindKey,  W,  U.,  Colonel.  Louisiana. 

Loudon,  D.  W.  C.  Colonel,  Georgetown,  Ohio. 

Lynch.  Frank.  Captain,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Lemmon,  J,  M.,  Captain,  Clyde,  Ohio. 

Murphy.  D.  A..  Lieutenant,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Mason.  R.  II..  Captain.  Chicago,  111. 

Murphy,  P.  H.,  Colonel,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Miles.  Joseph,  Lieutenant,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Moss,  J'  Thompson,  Lieutenant,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Munson,  G.  D.,  Lieu  tenant -Colonel,  Zanesville,  Ohio. 

Mueller,  A. 

Meumann.  Theodore.  Colonel,  East  St.  Louis.  III. 

Miller,  P.,  Major,  Liverpool,  Ohio. 

Miller,  M.  M.,  General,  Galena,  III. 

Martin,  A.,  Lieutenant. 

Mitman,  William,  Captain. 

Moffail,  T.  S.,  Captain,  Chicago.  111. 

Mead,  W.  G.,  Lieutenant,  Chicaga  III. 

Mahon,  Samuel,  Major,  Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

Merrill.  N.  II.,  Captain,  Buchanan.  Mich. 

Mather.  T.  S.,  Colonel,  Springfield,  III. 

ModgebuTg,  H.,  Colonel,  Milwaukee,  Wis, 

Mnrtin,James,  General,  Salem,  III. 

Morton,  Lieu  ten  ant -Colonel,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Mitchell,  S.  M.,  General.  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Merrill.  W.  I..  Captain. 

Mason,  B.  W.,  Captain,  Bloomington,  111. 
Matts,  O.  H.,  Assistant  Engineer,  Chicago.  III. 
Maguire,  G.  A.,  Captain,  St.  Louis,  Mo, 
Moore.  J,  H..  Chaplain. 
Marshal.  W.  R.,  General,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Markland,  A.  H.,  Colonel,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Merrill,  S.,  Colonel,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
Manville,  C.  P.,  Lieutenant. 
Monroe,  J.  H.,  Captain,  Muscatine,  Iowa. 
Mayer,  D.  W.,  General. 

Moore,  J.  T.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Lima,  Ohio- 
May,  Dwight,  General,  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 
Moore,  L.  W.,  Captain,  Edwardsville,  III. 
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Mason,  George,  Major,  Chicago,  111. 

Martin,  E.,  Lieutenant.  Chicago,  111. 

McFeely.  R,.  Colonel.  U.  S.  A. 

McDowell,  M..  Major,  Chicago,  III. 

McClernand.  J.  A..  General.  Springfield,  III. 

McCook,  E.  S..  General,  Pekin.  III. 

McGreu-,  J.  S.,  Lieutenant -Colonel,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

McDonald,  John.  General.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

McLean. .  Captain,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

McGrath.  John.  Major,  St.  Lo'iis,  Mo. 
Mc  Arthur.  John,  General,  Chicago,  III. 
McCoy.  J.  C,  Colonel,  U.  S.  A. 
McFall,  John,  General,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
McKinney.  D.,  Captain,  Peoria,  111. 
McClaughry,  R.  W.,  Major. 
McAuley,  J.  T..  Captain,  Chicago,  III. 
Mcintosh,  A..  Captain,  Joliet,  111. 
McDermotl,  R.,  Lieutenant- Colonel,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
McCartney,  J.  A.,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 
McCauley,  P.  11.,  Major,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
McGrath,  P.,  Captain,  Chicago,  III. 

McNeil,  H.  C.,  Lieutenant.  Davenport,  Iowa. 

McMillan,  Chaplea,  Surgeon,  New  York  City. 

McArthur,  H.  C,  Major.  Memphis,  Tcnn. 

McGinnis,  G.  5..  General,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

McKindly,  S.  J..  Captain. 

McCaleb'  H.  A.,  Colonel,  Ottawa,  111. 

Murray,  E.  H.,  General.  Louisville.  Ky. 

Monroe,  B.  F.,  Captain,  Chicago,  111. 

Martin,  Roger,  Colonel,  Mitchell,  Ind. 

McMillan,  W.  L.,  General,  New  Orleans,  La. 

McQuiddy.  J.  T.,  Colonel,  Mew  Albany,  Ind. 

McKinny.  George  H.,  Major,  Solanford,  Ky. 

Marsh,  W.  R.,  Colonel. 

Morton,  G.  C,  Lieutenant. 

Moore,  John,  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A. 

Moulton,  C.  W.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Moore,  R.  M.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

MuBsey,  W.  II.,  Surgeon. 

Mills,  Lewis,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Nichols,  F.  C.  Major,  U.  S.  A. 

Noble,  J.  W.,  General,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Newsham,  T.  J.,  Major,  Edwardaville,  III. 

Neely.  J.  C,  Captain,  Chicago,  III. 

Nichols,  E.  A.,  Captain,  Newark.  Ohio. 

Noleman.  R.  D.,  Captain,  Centralia.  III. 

Newton,  D.  C,  Captain,  Batavia,  Kane  County,  III. 
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Nith,J.,  CaptRin. 

Nichols,  R.,  Surgeon,  Bloomington,  111. 

Norton,J.  B.,  Major,  Earlville,  III. 

Noble,  H.  T.,  Colonel,  Dixon,  III. 

Neil,  J.  B..  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Nutt,  E.  E.,  CapUin. 

No_ve8,  E.  F.,  General,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Nichols,  A.  N.,  Major. 

Nelson,  Wm.,  Major,  U.  S.  A. 

Nunes,  J.  A.,  Major,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Nigh,  Elias,  Colonel.  Ironton,  Ohio. 

Nixon,  O.  W..  Surgeon,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Nichola,  G.  W.,  Major,  Cincinnati,  O. 

O'Connell,  John,  Captain,  St.  Loui»,  Mo. 
OgWbjr,  R.  J.,  Genera],  Decatur  111. 
Ousley  W.  T.,  Surgeon,  Paducah,  K». 
O'Kane,  J.,  Lieutenant -Colonel. 
Oliver,  J.  M.,  General. 

Patier,  Charles  O.,  CapUin,  Cairo,  III. 
Parker,  Eli,  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Phillips,  Julius.  Captain,  Hillsboin,  11). 
Parrott,  J.  C,  General,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 
Porter.  F.  G.,  Surgeon,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Putnam,  C.  M„  Captain. 
Padon,  William,  Major.  Troy.  III. 
I^tzman.  Julius.  Captain.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 
Phillips,  J.  J.,  Lieu  tenant -Colonel.  Hillsboro,  III. 
Pope,  A.  J..  Major,  Sigoumey,  Iowa. 
Pike.  R.  W..  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 
Parker,  W.  B.,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 
Puterbaugh,  G.,  Captain,  Peoria,  III. 
Perkins,  John  L..  Major,  Burlington.  Ind. 
Pitman,  W.  G.,  CapUin,  Madison,  Ky. 
Pressel,  D.  W.,  Lieutenant,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 
Pullen,  J.  O.,  CapUin,  Bloomington,  III. 
Peters.  M.  H.,  Captain. 
Pope,  John,  General,  U.  S.  A. 
Perrv.J.  J.,  CapUin. 
Page,  E.  E..  Lieutenant,  Naperville.  111. 
Plummer,  S.  E.,  Surgeon.  Rock  Island,  111. 
Fierce.  J.  O..  Colonel.  Valparaiso,  Ind. 
Pike,  E.  W.,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 
Poke,  D.  W.,  Lieutenant,  WarrcnEburg,  Mo. 
PfouU,  Ira,  CapUin,  Dayton,  O. 
Pearson,  R.  N.,  General,  Springfield,  O. 
Peek,  W.  G.,  Major,  Ironton,  Mo. 
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Poik,  Wiliiam,  Captain,  Freeport.  III. 

Pummill,  John,  Lieu  tenant -Colonel,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Potter.  J.  W.,  Sui^eon,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Paddock,  G.  L..,  Lieutenant,  Cliicago,  III. 

Pieraon,  G.  L.,  Lieutenant. 

Pride,  G.  G.,  Colonel,  New  York  City. 

Perry,  A.  C,  Major,  Michigan  Citj,  Ind. 

Peirounette,  C.  A.,  Captain,  Arlington,  lit. 

Powell',  E.,  Major,  Chicago,  111. 

Peterson,  R.  H.,  Lieutenant- Colonel,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

PottB,  B.  F.,  General,  Carrolton,  O. 

Powell,  J.  W.,  Major,  Chicago,  111. 

Potter,  J.  A..  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Patterson,  R.  F.,  Lieu  ten  ant -Colonel,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Pearce.  E,  P.,  Lieutenant,  Marietta,  Ohio. 

Partridge,  C  A.,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Qyinby,  S.  J.,  Surgeon,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Romer,  Francis,  Colonel,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Ravold,  Wm.,  Lieutenant,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Randolph,  M.,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Reynolds.  Thos.,  Colonel,  Madison,  Wis. 

Rowett,  R.,  General,  Carlinsville,  III. 

Reed,  H.  T.,  General,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 

Ryan,  A.  H.,  Colonel.  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 

Ross,  E.  C,  Major,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 

Reed,  John,  Captain,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Roots,  L.  II.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Du Vails  BluIT,  Ark. 

Reid,  David  O.,  Captain,  Rock  Island,  III. 

Ruff,  W.  A.,  Captain,  Chicago,  III. 

Reese,  Theodore,  Captain,  Evanstown,  III. 

Rowley,  W.  R.,  General,  Galena,  III. 

Ross,  L.  F.,  General,  Avon.  III. 

RugglesJ.  M.,  General,  Havana,  III. 

Richmond,  J.  F.,  Captain,  St.  Charles,  III. 

Reibsame,  Chris.,  Captain,  Bloomington,  III. 

Reynolds,  J.  S.,  Gener.il,  Chicago,  III. 

Reid,  J.  M,,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 

Refers,  J.,  Lieutenant.  Chicago,  III, 

Ransom,  J.  P.,  Lieutenant. 

Roberts,  A.  J..  Lieutenant. 

Rumsey,  J.  W.,  Captain.  Chicago,  III. 

Rumsey,  J,  P.,  Captain.  Chicago,  III, 

Routt,  John  L.,  Captain,  Bloomington,  111. 

Rosset,  L.,  Lieutenant.  Springl^eld,  III. 

Reid,  R.  F.,  Adjutant,  Rock  Island,  III. 

Rosenbaum,  11..  Captain,  Toledo,  Ohio. 
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Rutger,  F.,  Lieutenant,  Belvidere,  III. 
Randall.  J.  R.,  Lieuleiianl,  Wilmington,  III. 
Rice,  E.  W.,  Major -General,  Oskaloosa,  Iowa. 
Rose.  L.  M.,  Captain,  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 
Riggin,  John,  General,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Reiley.  W.  N.,  CapUin. 
Rittenouer,  E.,  Lieutenant,  Chicago.  111. 
Rusk,  J.  M.,  General.  Madison.  Wis. 
Rose.  F.  M„  Major,  Winona.  Minn. 
Raj'mond,  John  B..  Captain,  Jackson,  Miss. 
Richardson,  G.  W..  Lieutenant,  Coluinbue,  Ind. 
Rice,  A.  v.,  General,  Ottawa,  Ohio. 
Randall,  L.  G.,  Lieutenant,  Napoleon,  Ohio. 
Ricker,  E.  3.,  Major. 
Rhoads,  F.  L.,  Colonel,  Shawneetown,  III. 

Smith,  John  E.,  General,  U.  S.  A. 
Silversparre,  A.,  Captain,  Chicago,  III, 
Sullivan.  P.  J.,  Colonel.  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 
Smith.  Giles  A..  Major -General,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Swayne.  Wager.  General.  Toledo.  Ohio, 
Spooner,  B.,  General,  Law  re  nee  burg.  Ind. 
Spear,  E.,  Captain,  Warren,  Ohio. 
Simpson,  P.  J.,  Lieutenant- Colonel,  Greenfield,  Ohio. 
Schuster,  Geoi^e,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Sanborn,  J.  B.,  General,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Sheldon,  C.  S.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Sanford,  W.  W.,  General,  Si.  Louis,  Mo. 
Simpson,  Samuel  P.,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Jefferson  City,  Mo. 
Short.  R.  W.,  Captain,  Brighton,  111. 
Steckle,  J.  H.,  Lieutenant,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Sej'more,  W.  B.,  Captain. 
Spring,  E.  C.,  Lieutenant,  Macon,  Mb. 
Simmons,  T.  H,,  Lieutenant. 
Strong,  W.  E.,  General,  Chicago.  III. 
Stebbins,  F.  J,,  Lieutenant. 
Smith,  A.  J.,  General.  St.  Louis.  Mo, 
Sabine.  A..  Surgeon,  JefTerGonville.  Ind. 
Safeley,  J.  J.,  Major,  Washington.  D.  C. 
SchoHeld,  H.,  Colonel,  Washington.  Iowa. 
Sample,  James,  Lieutenant,  Keokuk,  Iowa- 
Sears.  D.  S.,  Lieutenant.  Moline,  III. 
Satterlield,  T,  R.,  Chaplain, 
Sigley,  W.  B,,  Captain. 
Smith,  H.  B.,  Captain, 
Sherburne.  E.  A,,  Captain, 
Stewart,  Owen,  Colonel,  Chicago,  111. 
Smith,  M.  L.,  General,  Bloomington,  111. 
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StaHbrd,  E.  F..  Captain,  Batavia,  III. 
Silva,  C.  P.,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  111. 
Swarthout,  W.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Qiiinc;',  III. 
Scheel,  F.  E.,  Lieutenant,  Eaet  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Scatea,  W.  B.,  General,  Chicago,  III. 
Starring,  F.  A.,  Captain. 
Smith,  R.  A.,  Captain, 

Scribner,  W.  S.,  Lieutenant,  Helena,  Montana. 
Sturgis,  H.,  Captain,  Lincoln,  III. 
Shedd,  Warren,  General,  Warrensburg,  Mo. 
Still,  R.  A.,  Captain,  Chicago,  III. 
Simpson,  John,  E.,  Major,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Smith,  Miles,  Colonel,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 
Scammon,  Charles  T.,  Major,  Chicago,  III. 
Stewart,  W.  H.,  Captain,  Ottumwa,  Iowa. 
Smith,  J.  W,,  Captain,  Champaign,  111. 
Smith,  J.  M.,  Captain,  Chicago,  HI. 
Stone,  J.  C,  Colonel,  Burlington,  Iowa. 
Smith,  J.  A.,  Captain.  JackEonville,  III. 
Smith,  W.  S.,  General,  Chicago,  III. 
Scott,  John,  Colonel,. Nevada,  Iowa. 
Sanders,  A.  H.,  General,  Davenport,  Iowa. 
Stockdale,  S.  A.,  Major,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Stockton,  J.  S.,  General,  Chicago,  111. 
Sprague,  J.  W,,  General.  Portland,  Oregon. 
Stewart,  A.  S.,  Captain,  Woodstock,  III. 
Skinner,  H..  Lieu  tenant- Colonel,  Winona,  Minn. 
Strong,  W.  A.,  Captain,  Chicago,  III. 
Sherman,  W.  T.,  General,  U.  S.  A. 
Scott,  R.  K.,  General,  Columbia,  S.  C. 
Stephennon,  W.  B.,  Lieutenant,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Schofield,  G.  W.,  Lieutenent- Colonel,  U.  S.  A. 
Skerrett,^  W.  H.,  Lieutenant,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Slack.J.  R.,  Colonel,  Huntington,  Ind. 
Sheafe,  C.  A.,  Captain. 
Smith,  J.  P.,  Captain. 

Taylor,  Ezra,  General,  Chicago,  IlL 

Tyler,  S.  S„  Lieutenant. 

Towne,  R.  R..  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Du  Q^oin,  III. 

Towner,  H.  M.,  Lieutenant. 

Tompkins,  Lc^an,  Major,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Teed,  D.,  Captain,  Evanston.  III. 

Townsend,  C.  D.,  Major,  Chicago,  III. 

Tyner,  N.  H.,  Captain,  Davenport.  Iowa. 

Tullis,  James,  Lieu  tenant -Colonel,  LaFayette,  Ind. 

Tilson.John,  General,  Quincy,  111. 

Thomas,  D.  C,  General,  Salem,  Ind. 
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Tobe/,  E.  P.,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 

Thomson.  T.  H.,  Captain,  Geneva,  111. 

TeiTv.  U.  J.,  Lieutenant. 

Taggarl.  C,  Captain,  Freeport.  III. 

True,  J.  M.,  General.  Mattoon,  III. 

True,  J.  W..  Major,  Mattoon,  111. 

Taylor,  F.  M.,  Chicago,  III. 

Tilcomb,J.  S..  Captain. 

Towner,  H.  N.,  Major,  Chicago.  III. 

Thompson.  J.  M.,  Major,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Taggart.  G.  J..  Lieu  tenant -Colonel.  Savannah,  Ga. 

Ttchenor.  Geo.  C.  Major,  Dei  Moines. 

Tuthill,  R.  S..  Lieutenant,  Nanhville,  Tenn. 

Thrall,  W.  R.,  Surgeon.  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Thaver.  J.  M.,  General,  Omaha.  Neb. 

Thornton,  Jos.  11. 

Thurston,  W.  H.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati.  O. 

Tourtelotte,  J.  E.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  U.  S.  A. 

I  Underwood.  N.  C.,  Lieutenant.  Chicago,  III. 

Underwood,  B.  W.,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 

Van  Seller,  H.,  Lieu  ten  an  I -Colonel,  Paris,  III. 
Von  Blessing.  L..  Colonel,  Toledo.  Ohio. 
Voges,  Theo.,  Captain,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Vanhoff.  Henry,  Lieutenant,  Springfield,  III. 
Vogeleon,  W.  M.,  Lieu  tenant -Colonel,  Columbus,  Ohio- 
Van  Duzen.  D.,  Colonel.  Litchfield.  III. 
Veitch,  J.  C,  Gciwral,  Lockport,  Ind. 
V(^!es.  D.  W..  Surgeon.  New  Albany. 
Van  Dyke,  A.  M.,  Major,  Ironton,  Ohio. 

Wright,  W,  R..  Colonel,  Canton.  III. 
Winslow,  E.  F..  General,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Wilson.  H.,  Colonel,  Sydney,  Ohio. 
Woods,  C.  R.,  Major- General,  Newark,  Ohio. 
Wynne.  Wm.  M..  Lieutenant,  Columbus,  Q. 
Welch,  P.  J..  Major.  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Waterhouse.  A.  C„  Colonel.  Hannibal.  Mo. 
Walcutt,  C.  C,  General,  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Woods,  W.  B..  General.  Newark.  Ohio. 
Wilson,  T.  P.,  General,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Ward,  Durbin,  General,  Lebanon,  Ohio. 
Welch,  D.  N.,  Captain,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Walker,;.  B.,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Woodhull,  Max..  General.  Washington,  D.  C- 
Wangelin,  H.,  General,  Belleville,  III. 
Weber,  D.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Ware,  W.  E.,  Major,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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Webster,  E.  A..  Captain,  Kansas  Citj,  Mo. 

-Wright,  H.,  Captain,  Franklin,  lU. 

William*,  Henrj', 

Willard,  L.  S.,  Major,  Litchfield,  IlL 

Wagner,  Louis,  Lieutenant. 

WilliamaJ.  H^  Captain. 

Wright,  W.  W„  General,  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

Woodworth,  J.  M.,  Surgeon,  Washington,  D.  C 

Wallace,  W.  L.,  General,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

Wilson,  T.  P..  CaplaiD,  Cambridge,  Ohio. 

Whittenhall,  D.  S.,  Captain. 

Wilson,  F.  C,  Lieutenant,  Chicago,  III. 

Woodward,  F.  J.,  Captain,  South  Pass,  HI. 

Wetmore,J.  H.,  Captain. 

Webster,  J.  D.,  General.  Chicago,  111. 

WicklitfcJ.  H.,  Lieutenant. 

Whittlesey,  L.  H.,  Colonel,  Chicago,'  IlL 

Webber,/.  C,  General,  Springfield,  111. 

White,  J.  G.,  Captain. 

Welker,  F.,  Captain,  Mount  Vernon,  O. 

White,  J.  E.,  Captain,  Aurora,  111. 

Wood,  E.  J.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Gdshen,  Ind. 

Wilson,  F,  Ht  Major,  Newark,  Ohio. 

Warner,  John,  Lieutenant- Colonel,  Clinton,  IlL 

Wilcox,  J.  S.,  Colonel,  Elgin,  Ul. 

White,  M.  H.,  Major,  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 

WelU,  G.  E.,  Colonel,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Winans,  J.  L.,  Lieutenant,  Benton  Harbor,  Michigan. 

Ward,  H.  A.,  Lieutenant. 

Warner.  V.,  Captain,  Clinton,  IlL 

Williams,  C.  H.,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Williams,  G.  C,  Lieutenant. 

Woodbur;',  H.  H.,  Adjutant,  Chicago,  111. 

Webber,  A.  B.,  Captain. 

Wallace,  Thomas,  Captain,  Chicago,  III. 

Warrons,  C.  H.,  Lieutenant. 

Whiting,  B.  G.,  Lieutenant. 

Weaver,  C.  R.,  Colonel,  Fort  Madison,  Iowa. 

Wilson.J.  H.,  Major-General,  51  Liberty  St..  New  York. 

Walker,  W.  B..  Lieutenant,  Harvard,  111. 

Worden,  A.,  Major,  Oskosh,  Wis. 

Wood,  Joha,  Colonel,  Quincy,  IIU 

Williams,  D.  H.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Rochester,  Minn. 

Wilson,  O.  M.,  Major,  Indianapolis. 

Woods,  P.  M.,  Surgeon,  FaiHield,  Iowa. 

Wood,  W.  W.,  Lieutenant,  Belvidere,  111. 

Wright,  Craft  J.,  Colonel,  (Bt.  B.  G.,)  Glendale,  Ohio. 
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Wheeler,  ly.  F..  Captain,  tielena,  MonUna. 

WillianiK,  Robert,  Lieu  tenant -Colonel,  Eaton,  Ohio. 

WilBon,  Bluford,  Major,  Shawneetown,  III. 

Wood.  Oliver.  Colonel,  (Bt.  B.  G.,)  Porlsmouth,  Ohio 

Wright.  Alex.  M..  Captain,  Franklin,  111. 

While,  Dai-id,  Captain,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Wa^Kon.John  A.,  Shawneetown.  III. 

Warner.  Willard,  General,  Mobile,  Ala. 

Wi«e.Jiu.  S.,  Major,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Williamn.  W.  S.,  Captain,  Canton.  Ohio. 

Wallers,  J.  N.,  Captain,  Springfield. 

Wallace.  Lew,  Major-Geneml,  Crawrordsville,  Ind. 

Yorke.  L.  E.,  General,  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 
Young,  William,  Captain,  Freeport.  III. 

Zickerick,  William.  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis. 
Zearing.  J.  R.,  Major,  Dover,  III. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 


Lieutenant  E.  L.  E^leston. 
Surgeon  II.  E.  Foote. 
General  Cassius  Fairchild, 
Major  Henrj-  S.  Fitch. 
Colonel  S.  J.   Hicks. 
Lieutenant  F.  E,  Lovejoy. 
General  J.  A.  Mower. 
Colonel  James  Peckham. 
General  J.  A.  Rawlins. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


That  all  may  know  how  fully  our  Society  is  appreciated  and 
how  kindly  all  who  know  it  feel  disposed  toward  us,  I  append, 
in  addition  to  letters  received  from  members  who  could  not  be 
present,  a  selection  from  the  replies  received  from  those  invited 
by  your  general  committee.  It.  can  not  be  but  that  alt  will  feci 
that  our  organization  has  many  warm  friends. 

L.  M.  Dayton, 
Recording  Secretary. 

Nkw  York,  Nfarch  SI,  1871. 

Gentlbmbn: — I  have  delaved  reeponding  to  your  invitation  to  the  latest 
practicable  moment,  hoping  I  might  be  able  to  respond  favorably.  But  dutj' 
now  seems  to  point  another  way. 

The  glorious  old  Annv  of  the  Tennessee,  from  whose  fortunes  duty 
dissevered  me  soon  alter  the  battle  of  Corinth,  has  a  targe  place  in  the  heart 
and  historv  of  the  nation — how  much  larger  in  the  affections  of  those  who 
together  endured  toil,  weariness,  privation  and  danger  to  save  the  country  and 
crown  that  army  with  the  laurel  wreath  of  so  many  victories. 

Long  may  her  olTicers  and  soldiers  live,  a  band  of  brothers,  to  commemorate 
her  glnrious  achievements  and  to  feed  the  sacred  flames  of  friendship  enkindled 
amidst  camp  and  bivouac  by  the  fires  of  patriotism! 
Fraternally  your  comrade. 


W.  S.  ROBECR, 


General  M.  F.  Force,  Ciairman.  } 

L.  E.  YoHKE,  Secrrtary.  \ 

CiHciHiiati,  Ohio 


New  York  C:tv,  Afrili,  1871. 
General  M.  F.  Force, 

Chairman^  etc.: 
General: — I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  am  unable,  by  reason  of  my  family 
affairs,  to  do  myself  the  honor  to  accept  the  complimentary  invitation  you 
have  sent  me  to  the  fifth  annual  reunion  of  your  Society. 

I  had  indulged  mj'self  with  the  hope  of  being  able  to  attend,  until  within  the 
last  few  days,  and  it  is  with  reluctance  I  now  write  my  regrets.  I  am,  General, 
very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Irwin  McDowell. 
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New  York,  April  A,  1871. 
To'Gknbral  Mahnixo  F.  Force, 

Chairman  Commitlee  Army  of  TinHfisee: 
We  regret  that  we  are  unable  to  be  with  you.     All  quiet  on  the  Potomac. 
Maj'   the   waters  of  the  TenncBftee   and   Potomac   mingle  their  streams   in 
Bocton,  May  nth,  and  flow  together  around  the  old  Plymouth  Rock. 

George  II.  Sharpr,  Retarding  Secretary, 
W.  C.  Church,  Corresponding  Secretary, 
H.  E.  Davis,  Jr.,  Treasurer, 

Society  of  lie  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Naw  York,  March  31, 1871. 
Gbnbral  Manning  F.  Porcb, 

Chairman,  etc.! 

My  Dear  Grnbrai.: — I  thank  you  for  your  kind  invitation,  in  behalf  of 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  present  at  the  fifth  reunion 
during  the  coming  week.  1  am  sorry  that  I  can  not,  on  account  of  business 
engagements,  avail  myaelf  of  the  opportunity  of  renewing  old  associations  and 
friendthips  with  the  gallant  officers  of  your  gallant  army. 

Each  division  of  our  army  rightly  cherishes  its  own  personal  history  and 
personal  glory — but  the  history  and  glory  of  each  gives  lustre  to  the  whole. 
Every  soldier,  of  whatever  army,  has,  therefore,  a  rightful  interest  in  the 
splendid  history  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  remembers,  with  just  pride, 
your  illustrious  record  of  victories.  We,  who  had  a  share  in  the  defense  of 
KnoKville,  gratefully  remember  your  prompt  march  to  our  relief,  and  the 
message  that  came  to  us,  one  day,  from  Sherman — that  i^jaoa  men  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  were  within  striking  distance.  From  that  time  we 
have  felt  something  more  than  a  general  interest  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
and  our  hearts  will  be  with  you  whenever  you  meet  to  renew  the  memory  of 
those  days  of  trial  and  of  triumph. 

Wishing  you  >  very  pleasant  "reunion,"  and  again  thanking  you  for  your 
kind  remembrance  of  me,  I  remain, 

Sincerely  your  friend, 

A.  E.  Burnside. 

Nhw  York,  March  g5,  1871. 
General  M.  F.  Force, 

Chairman,  eta 
Grkeral: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  very  kind 
note  of  the  nth,  conveying  an  invitation  from  the  Local  Executive  Committee 
to  be  present  at  the  approaching  reunionof  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,     May 
I  aik  you  to  express  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  my  sincere  thanks  for 
the  compliment,  and  the  regret  I  feel  that  my  engagemeats  are  such  as  to 
render  it  impossible  for  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  courtesy. 
.  With  my  best  wishes  for  the  complete  success  of  the  reunion,  and  the  con- 
tinued prosperity  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  I  am, 
My  dear  General,  respectfully  and  sincerely  yours, 

Geo.  B.  McClellas, 
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State  of  Wisconsin,  Exe( 
Madison 
Gbs-bral  M.  F.  Force, 

Cincinnali,  Ohio: 
Gbn-bral: — I  am  in  receipt  of  vour  invitation  to  attend  the  reunion  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  on  the  6th  and  7th  proximo.  I  regret 
that  my  engagements  are  such  that  I  am  compelled  to  be  here  at  that  time.  I 
need  not  ansure  you  and  all  of  your  old  comrades,  that,  to  meet  with  tlieni  on 
that  occa«ion,  would  be  a  pleasure  which  I  find  it  hard  to  forego. 

May  your  reunion  be  a«  pleasant  and  profitable  as  the  gallant  men  of  your 
army  dcterve,  Is  the  wish  of  your  friend, 

Lixius  Fair 


CoLVMBUS,  Afarck  35,  1871. 
General  L.  E.  Yorke,  \ 
General  M.  F.  Force,   f 

Your  invitation  as  the  Local  Executive  Committee  of  Arrangements  of  the 
Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  is  received,  and  with  pleasure  I  accept 
it,  not  on  account  of  my  own  worth,  but  as  the  expression  of  regard  toward 
the  pioneers  of  the  West,  by  those  who  fought  so  bravely  to  continue  their 
country's  freedom  in  the  late  unhappy  war. 

My  services  in  the  war  of  iS[2  on  the  frontier  of  Ohio,  when  General  Wm. 
H.  Harrison  was  commander,  gives  me  the  privilege  of  representing  that  army 
at  this  happy  union. 

Most  respectfully, 

John  N01.1.. 

Departmest  of  State,         I 
Washington,  Marcli  SO.  1S71.  f 
Gemeral  M,  F.  Force, 

Chairman,  etc..  Cinti««ati.  Ohio! 
Sir: — I  rt^ret  that  my  official  duties  here  will  not  permit  me  to  attend  the 
fifth  annual  reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  in  Cincinnati 
on  the  6th  and  7th  of  April. 

Thanking  you  for  the  invitation,  I  remain, 

Very  reBpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hamilton  Fish. 


Navy   D 
WASHlNiiTON,  .1/«rci35,  i57/.  f 
Gentlemen ; — I  beg  leave  lo  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
tzth  instant,  lendeHng  me,  with  the  compliments  of  the  committee,  an  invita- 
tion to  be  present  at  the  reunion  of  your  Society  on  the  6th  and  7th  days  of 
June  proximo. 
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PleaKe   accept   mv   thanks,   and,  with   them,   my  regrets  that   mv   official 
engagements  prevent  mv  presence  on  the  occasion. 
Yours  very  respectfully, 

George  M.  Robeson. 
General  M.  F.  Force,  Ckairmau,  ) 
General  L.  E,  Yorice,  Secretary,    f 

Local  Commillee,  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennesfee. 

British  Legation,  ) 

Washington,  March  30,  ISTI.  f 

Sir  : — I  am  very  much  obliged  to  vou  Tor  your  kind  invitation  to  join  with 

you  at  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  on  the 

6lh  and  7th  proximo.     I  regret,  however,  to  be  obliged  to  decline  it  on  account 

of  the  engagement)!  which  I  have,  and  the  serious  business  which  occupies  nie 

in  conjunction  with   my  colleagues  of  the  commission,  who.  for  the  same 

reason,  are  also  obliged,  though  with  great  regret,  to  decline  your  kind  invitation. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

Edward  Thornton. 
General  Force. 

headqj.'artgrs  military  divisiok  op  the  pacific,   ( 
San  Francisco,  C a l.,  April  1,1871.  S 

General  L.  E.  Yohke, 

Society  of  Ike  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Cindnnafi,  Ohio: 
Dear  General: — I  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your 
note  of  March  13th.  inviting  me  to  be  present  at  the  approaching  annual 
reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  It  would  afford  me 
great  pleasure  to  meet  my  old  comrades  of  your  Society,  and  I  regret  that  it 
is  not  practicable  for  me  to  do  so  this  year. 

Please  present  my  sincere  regards  to  the  officers  who  may  be  present. 
Yours  very  truly, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 

Chicago,  MarcM  S4,  1S7!. 

Gentlemen: — I  have  10  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  an  invitation  to  attend 
the  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  be  held  at  Cin  - 
cinnati  on  the  6th  and  7th  proximo,  for  which  I  beg  the  committee  to  accept 
my  thanks, 

I  greatly  regret  that  business  engagements,  which  are  imperative,  will 
prevent  a  [tendance. 

Future  generations  will  dwell  with  intense  interest  upon  that  brilliant  page 
in  the  annals  of  the  progress  of  universal  liberty,  where  the  achievements  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  are  recorded,  and  where  the  names  of  Grant,  of  Sher- 
man, of  Logan  and  the  rest  of  that  glorious  host  shall  be  duly  embalmed. 
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Trusting  that  the  just  pride  attending  the  consciousness  of  this  fact  maj' 

animate  all  the  members  of  vour  Societv,  and  wishing  you  a  happy  time,  I  am, 

Very  respectfully  vours, 

jLL.t^s  White, 

Recording  Serre/ary  Army  of  Ike  Ohio. 
General  M.  F.  Force,  Chairman.  \ 
General  L.  E,  Yorke,  Serretary.  ) 

Cincinnati,  Marti  tl3,  1871. 
Gbn'bral  L.  E.  Yorke, 

Secretary  Local  Execniive  Commitlce  Socifty  Army  of  Ike  Tcnnenee: 
Gembral: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  through  you,  of 
an  inviuiion  to  attend  the  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, in  this  city,  on  the  6lh  and  7th  proximo.  Knowing,  as  I  do,  so  many 
of  your  members,  and  being  heartily  in  sympathy  with  the  sentiment  which 
brings  you  together  in  these  occasional  reunions,  I  deeply  regret  my  inability 
to  accept  this  kind  invitation- 
Hoping  yon  may  have  the  success  which  has  always  attended  your  efforts, 
peaceful  or  warlike. 

I  am  yours  trulr, 

N.  L.  Anderson-, 
Colonel  and  Brevet  Major -General. 

T»EAsi;RV  Department,  Internal  Reveni'e  BiREAU,  ) 
Washington,  Aprils,  I87i.  ( 

General  M.  F.  Force,    } 
General  L.  E.  Yorke,   ( 

Society  Aray  of  the  Tennessee: 
Gentlemen: — Your  complimenlary  invitation  to  the  reunion  of  the  Society 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  in  Cincinnati,  on  the  6th  and  7th  of  April,  is 
just  received,  and  It  is  with  extreme  reluctance  that  I  find  myself  admitting  I 
am  unable  to  attend  a  reunion  of  soldiers  anywhere,  or  at  any  time,  but,  in 
this  instance,  the  very  great  pressure  of  public  business  in  this  office  will 
require  my  presence  here. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  usual  glorious  time, 
Trulv  vours, 

A.  Pleasanton, 


iXERAL  W.  T.  Sherman. 

'President,  etc.: 
ir  comrades  of  the  Rocky  Moimtains  hail  and  greet  joi 


V,  April  6,  1S71. 


Benjamin  F.  Po,tts. 
Add.  H.  Sanders, 
James  L.  Mlrphy, 
W.  F.  Wheeler, 
F.  C.  Deimlinc, 
Jamer  E.  Callowat, 

W.  S.  SCRWNEB. 
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Louisville,  Kv.,  AfrilS,  1S71. 
;bal  M.  F,  Force, 

Chairman  Extaitive  Committee,  ttc: 
s'eral: — I  received  rour  kind  invitation  of  the  nth  ultimo,  to  attend 
union  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennes«ee  at  Cincinnati,  in 
^ason.  I  have  delayed  so  long  in  anGwering,  in  hopet  that  I  m^hl  be 
3  accept.  But  businese  of  the  first  importance,  both  public  and  private, 
«  BO  heavily  upon  me,  that.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  it  will  be  utterly  impossible 

ishyou  all  much  pleasure,  and  am, 

Very  truly  yours, 

G,  Weitiel, 
Uajer  Bngimert,  U.  S.  A. 

Baltimore,  Marci  17, 1S71. 
RAL  M.  F.  Force.  ) 

RAL  L.   E.   YORKR,    f 

"iTLEMEN : — On  my  return  to  the  city  on  Saturday  last,  I  received  your 
invitation  to  attend  the  fifth  annual  reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army 
'  Tennessee,  to  be  held  at  Cincinnati  on  the  6th  and  7th  proximo,  which  I 
it  IE  not  in  my  power  to  accept — having  other  engagement*  which  will 
I  me  in  this  city  until  the  17th  instanl,  when  T  start  for  San  Francisco. 
ain. 

Your*  very  truly, 

Louie  McLeak. 
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